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THE 

ADVENTURER. 

NUMB.  I.  TUESDAY,  November  7,  1752. 

jF/ac  ar/^  Pollux,  &  vagus  Hercules 

Innixus,  arces  attiglt  igneas.  HOR. 

Thus  mounted  to  the  tow'rs  above, 

The  vagrant  hero,  fon  of  Jove.        FRANCIS. 

&S    every   man   in    the  exercife  of   his 
M  duty  to  himfclf  and  the  community, 
ftruggles    with  difficulties  which   no 


man  has  always  furmountcd,  and  is 
expofed  to  dangers  which  are  never  wholly 
•efcaped  ;  life  has  been  confidered  as  a  warfare, 
•and  courage  as  a  virtue  more  neceflary  than  any 
other.  It  was  foon  found,  that  without  the  ex- 
ercife of  courage,  without  an  effort  of  the  mind 
by  which  immediate  pleafure  is  rejected,  .pain 
defpifcd,  and  life  itfelf  fet  at  hazard,  much  can- 
not be  contributed  to  the  public  good,  nor  fuch 
iappinefs  procured  to  ourfelves  as  is  confident 
with  that  of  others. 

L.  I.  B  BUT 


2  THE      ADVENTURER.  No.  I. 

BUT  as  pleafure  can  be  exchanged  only  for 
pkafure,  every  art  has  been  ufed  to  connect  fuch 
gratifications  with  the  exercifc  of  courage,  as 
compenfate  for  thofe  which  are  given  up  :  the 
pleafures  of  the  imagination  are  fubftituted  for 
thofe  of  the  fenfes,  and  the  hope  of  future  en- 
joyments far  the  pofleflion  of  p relent  ;  and  to 
•  decorate  ttoefe  pteafures  and  this  hope,  has  wea- 
ried eloquence  and  exhaufted  learning.  Cou- 
rage has  been  dignified  with  the  name  of  heroic 
virtue;  and  heroic  virtue  has  deified  the  hero  : 
his  ftatue,  hung  round  with  enfigns  of  terror, 
frowned  in  the  gloom  of  a  wood  or  a  temple ; 
altars  were  raifed  before  it,  and  the  world  was 
commanded  to  worfhip. 

THUS  the  ideas  of  courage,  and  virtue,  and 
honour,  are  fo  aflbciated,  that  wherever  we 
perceive  courage,  we  infer  virtue  and  afcribe 
honour;  without  confidcring,  whether  courage 
was  exerted  to  produce  happinefs  or  mifery,  in 
the  defence  of  freedom  or  fupport  of  tyranny. 

BUT  though  courage  and  heroic  virtue  arc 
{till  confounded,  yet  by  courage  nothing  more 
is. generally  underftood  than  a  power  of  oppofing 
danger  with  ferenity  and  perfeverance.  To  fecure 
the  honours  which  are  beftowed  upon  courage 
by  cuftom,  it  is  indeed  necelTary  that  this  danger 
jfhould  be  voluntary  :  for  a  courageous  refinance 
<jf  dangers  to  which  we  are  necefTariJy  expofed  by 

our 


No.   I.  THE      ADVENTURER.  3 

our  ftatioa,  is  confidered  merely  as  the  difcharge 
of  our  duty,  and  brings  only  a  negative  reward, 
exemption  from  infamy. 

HE,  who  at  the  approach  of  evil  betrays  his 
truft  or  deferts  his  poft,  is  branded  with  cowar- 
dice ;  a  name,  perhaps,  more  reproachful  than 
any  other,  that  does;not  imply  much  greater  tur- 
pitude :  he  who. patiently  fuftcrs  that  which  he 
cannot  without  guilt  avoid,  efcapes  infamy  but 
does  not  obtain  praife.  It  is  the  man  who  pro- 
vokes danger  in  its  recefs,  who  quits  a  peaceful 
retreat,  where  he  might  have  (lumbered  in  eafe 
and  lafety,  for  peril  and  labour,  to  drive  before 
a  tcmpeft  or  to  watch  in  a  camp ;  the  man  who 
tiefcends  from  a  precipice  by  a  rope  at  midnight, 
to  fire  a  city  that  is  befieged  -,  or  who  ventures  for- 
ward into  regions  of  perpetual  cold  and  darkncis, 
to  difcover  new  paths  of  navigation,  and  difclofc 
new  fecrets  of  the  deep  ;  it  is  the  ADVENTURER 
alone,  on  whom  every  eye  is  fixed  with  admira- 
tion, and  whofc  praife  is  repeated  by  every  voice. 

BUT  it  mull  be  confefled  that  this  is  only  the 
praife  of  prejudice  and  of  cuftom  :  reafon  as  yet 
i'ees  nothing  either  to  commend  or  imitate  :  a 
more  fevere  fcrutiny  muft  be  made,  before  fhe 
can  admit  courage  to  belong  to  virtue,  or  intitle 
its  pofleflbr  to  the  palm  of  honour. 

IF  new  worlds  are   fought  merely  to  gratify 

avarice  or  ambition,  for  the  treafures  that  ripen 

B  2  in 
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in  the  diftant  mine,  or  the  homage  of  nations 
whom  new  arts  of  deftru&ion  may  fubdue  ;  or  if 
the  precipice  is  defcended  merely  for  a  pecuniary 
confideration ;  the  ADVENTURER  is,  in  the  efti- 
mation  of  reafon,  as  worthlefs  and  contemptible, 
as  the  robber  who  defies  a  gibbet  for  the  hire  of  a 
irrumpet,  or  the  fool  who  lays  out  his   whole 
property  on  a  lottery  ticket.     Reafon  coufiders 
the  motive,  the  means,  and  the  end ;  and  honours 
courage  only,  when  it  is  employed  to  effect  the 
purpofe  of  virtue.     Whoever  expofes  life  for  the 
good  of  others,  and  defires  no  fuperadded  reward 
but  fame,  is  pronounced  a  hero  by  the  voice  of 
reafon  j    and   to   withhold   the    praife    that    he 
merits,  would  be  an  attempt  equally  injurious 
and  impoflible.     How  much  then  is  it  to  be  re- 
gretted, that  feveral  ages  have  elapfed,  fince  all 
who  had  the  will,  had  alfo  the   power,  thus  to 
fecure  at  once  the  (bout  of  the  multitude,  and  the 
eulogy  of  the  philofopher  !  The  laft  who  enjoyed 
this  privilege  were  the  heroes  that  the  hiftory  of 
certain  dark  ages  diftinguifb.es  by   the  name  of 
Knights  Errant  j   beings  who  improved  the  op- 
portunities of  glory  that   were  peculiar  to  their 
own  times,  in  which  giants  were  to  be  encoun- 
tered, dragons  deftroyed,  enchantments  diflblved, 
and  captive  princefles  fet  at  liberty. 

THESE  heroes,  however  numerous,  or  where- 
cver  they  dwelt,  had  nothing  more  to  do,  than 

as 


No.   I.  THE      ADVENTURER.  5 

as  foon  as  Aurora  with  her  dewy  fingers  un- 
locked the  rofy  portals  of  the  Eaft,  to  mount  the 
fteed,  grafp  the  lance,  and  ride  forth  attended 
by  a  faithful  fquire  :  a  giant  or  a  dragon  im- 
mediately appeared  ;  or  a  caftle  was  perceived 
with  a  mote,  a  bridge,  and  a  hora  :  the  horn  is 
founded,  a  dwarf  firft  appears,  and  then  an  en- 
chanter ;  a  combat  enfues,  and  the  enchanter  is 
defeated  :  the  Knight  enters  the  caftle,  reads  a 
Talifman,  dilTolves  the  enchantment,  receives 
the  thanks  of  the  princefTes  and  encomium  of  the 
knights  ;  then  is  conduced  by  the  principal  lady 
to  the  court  of  her  father ;  is  there  the  object  of 
univcrfal  admiration,  refutes  a  kingdom,  and  lets 
out  again  to  acquire  new  glory  by  a  ferits  of  ne\y 
adventures. 

BUT  if  the  world  has  now  no  employment  for 
the  Knight  Errant,  the  ADVENTURER  may  flill 
do  good  for  fame.  Such  is  the  hope,  with  which 
he  quits  the  quiet  of  indolence  and  the  fafety  of 
obfcurity  ;  for  fuch  ambition  he  hr.s  exchanged 
content,,  and  fuch  is  his  claim  as  a  candidate  for 
praife.  It  may,  indeed,  be  objected,  that  he 
has  no  right  to  the  reward  ;  becaufe%  if  it  be  ad- 
mitted that  he  does  good  for  fame,  it  cannot  be 
pretended  that  it  is  at  the  rifque  of  his  life  :  but 
honour  has  been  always  allowed  to  be  of  greater 
value  than  life.  Jf,  therefore,  the  ADVENTURER 
rifques  honour,  he  rifques  more  than  the  Knight. 
The  ignominy  which  falls  on  a  difappointed 
B  3  candidate 
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candidate  For  public  praife,  would  by  thofe  very 
Knights  have  been  deemed  worfe  than  death  ; 
and  who  is  more  truly  a  candidate  for  public 
praife  than  an  author  ?  But  as  the  Knights  were 
without  fear  of  death,  the  ADVENTURER  is  with- 
out fear  of  difgrace  or  difappointment :  he  con- 
fides, like  them,  in  the  temper  of  his  weapon, 
and  the  juftice  of  his  caufe  ;  he  knows  he  has  not 
far  to  go,  before  he  will  meet  with  fome  fortrefs 
that  has  been  raifed  by  fophiftry  for  the  afylum 
of  error,  fome  enchanter  who  lies  in  wait  to  en- 
fnare  innocence,  or  fome  dragon  breathing  out 
his  pcifon  in  defence  of  infidelity  :  he  has  alfo 
the  power  of  enchantment,  which  he  will  exer- 
cife  in  his  turn  ;  he  will  fometimes  crowd  the 
fcene  with  ideal  beings,  fometimes  recal  the  paft, 
and  fometimes  anticipate  the  future  ;  fometimes 
he  will  tranfport  thofe  who  put  themfelves -tinder 
his  influence  to  regions  which  no  traveller  has 
yet  vifited,  and  will  fometimes  confine  them  with 
invifible  bands  till  the  charm  is  diflblved  by  a 
word,  which  will  be  placed  the  laft  in  a  paper 
which  he  fhall  give  them. 

NOR  does  he  fear  that  this  boaft  fhould  draw 
upon  him  the  imputation  of  arrogance  or  of  vanity  ; 
for  the  Knight,  when  he  challenged  an  army, 
was  not  thought  cither  arrogant  or  vain  :  and  yet 
as  every  challenge  is  a  boaft,  and  implies  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  fuperiority,  the  oftentation  is  cer- 
tainly in  proportion  to  the  force  that  is  defied  j 

but 
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but  this  force  is  alfo  the  meafure  of  danger,  and 
danger  is  the  meafure  of  honour.  It  muft  alfo 
be  remarked,  that  there  is  great  difference  be- 
tween a  boaft  of  what  we  fliall  do,  and  of  what 
we  have  done.  A  bouft  when  we  enter  the  lifts, 
is  a  defiance  of  danger  ;  it  claims  attention,  and 
it  raifes  expectation  :  but  a  boaft  when  we  re- 
turn, is  only  an  exultation  in  fafety,  and  a  de- 
mand of  praife  which  is  not  thought  to  be  due; 
for  the  praife  that  is  thought  to  be  due  is  alwavs 
paid.  Let  it  be  remembered,  therefore,  that  if 
the  ADVENTURER  raifes  expectation,  he  pro- 
portionably  encreafes  his  danger  j  and  that  he 
afks  nothing  which  the  public  (hall  defire  to 
withhold. 

/&\  jfc%  ^\  $f\  jV\ s&\  ^V^ ^*\  £TV ^w\  fe\  fif*  fa^  ^^,  ^k\  ^\  £?\  jfe\  /«%  ^  J± 

NUMB.  2.  SATURDAY,  November  n,  1752. 
Palma  negata  macrum,  donata  reduclt  ofr'niium. 

IIo.i. 

— — To  fink  in  fhame,  or  fwell  with  pride, 
As  the  gay  palm  is  granted  or  deny'd. 

FRAXCIS. 

THE  multitudes  that  fupport  life  by  corpo- 
ral labour,  and  eat  their  bread  in  the  fvvcat 
of  their   brow,   commonly  regard  inactivity  as 
idlencfs  i  and  have  no  conception  that  weariuefs 
B  4.  ciui 
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can  be  contracted  in  an  elbow-chair,  by  now 
ar.d  then  peeping  into  a  book,  and  mufing  the 
reft  of  the  day  :  the  fedentary  and  ftudious,  there- 
fore, raife  their  envy  or  contempt,  as  they  ap- 
pear either  to  pofiefs  the  conveniencies  of  life  by 
rhe  mere  bounty  of  fortune,  or  to  fuffer  the  want 
of  them  by  refufing  to  work. 

IT  i?,  however,  certain,  that  to  think  is  to 
labour  ;  and  that  as  the  body  is  afFe&ed  by  the 
t-xcrcife  of  the  mind,  the  fatigue  of  the  ftudy  is 
riot  lefs  than  that  of  the  field  or  the  manufactory. 

BUT  the  labour  of  the  mind,  though  it  is 
equally  wearifome  with  that  of  the  body,  is  not 
attended  with  the  fame  advantages.  Exercife 
gives  health,  vigour,  and  cheerfulnefs,  found 
llccp,  and  a  keen  appetite  :  the  effects  of  feden- 
tary thoughtful  nefs  are  difeafes  that  embitter  and 
ihorten  life,  interrupted  reft,  taftelefs  meals, 
perpetual  languor  and  caufelefs  anxiety. 

No  natural  inability  to  perform  manual  ope- 
rations, has  been  obferved  to  proceed  from  difin- 
clination  ;  the  reluctance,  if  it  cannot  be  re- 
moved, may  be  furmounted  ;  and  the  artificer 
then  proceeds  in  his  work  with  as  much  dexterity 
and  exadhiefs,  as  if  no  extraordinary  effort  had 
been  made  to  begin  it :  but  with  refpect  to  the 
productions  of  imagination  and  wit,  a  mere  deter- 
mination of  the  will  is  not  fufficient ;  there  muft 
be  a  difpofition  of  the  mind  which  no  human 

being 


No.  2.  THE      ADVENTURER.  9 

being  can  procure,  or  the  work  will  have  the 
appearance  of  a  forced  plan,  in  the  production 
of  which  the  induftry  of  art  has  been  fubfrituted 
for  the  vigour  of  nature. 

NOR  does  this  difpofition  always  enfure  fuo- 
cefs,  though  the  want  of  it  never  fails  to  render 
application  ineffectual  ;  for  the  writer  who  fits 
down  in  the  morning  fired  with  his  fubjecl  and 
teeming  with  ideas,  often  finds  at  night,  that 
what  delighted  his  imagination  offends  his  judg- 
ment, and  that  he  has  loft  the  day  by  indulging 
a  pleafing  dream,  in  which  he  joined  together  a 
multitude  of  fplendid  images  without  perceiving 
their  incongruity. 

THUS  the  wit  is  condemned  to  pafs  his  hours, 
thofe  hours  which  return  no  more,  in  attempting 
that  which  he  cannot  effect:,  or  in  collecting  ma- 
terials which  he  afterwards  difcovers  to  be  unfit 
for  ufe :  but  the  mechanic  and  the  huibandman 
know,  that  the  work  which  they  perform  will 
always  bear  the  fame  proportion  to  the  time  in 
which  they  are  employed,  and  the  diligence 
which  they  exert. 

NEITHER  is  the  reward  of  intellectual  equally 
certain  with  that  of  corporal  labour;  the  artificer, 
for  the  manufacture  which  he  finimts  in  a  day, 
receives  a  certain  fum  ;  but  the  wit  frequently 
gains  no  advantage  from  a  performance  at  which 
ke  has  toiled  many  months,  either  becr.ufc  the 
B  5  town 
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town  is  not  difpofed  to  judge  of  his  merit,  or 
becaufe  he  has  not  fuited  the  popular  tafte. 

IT  has  been  often  obferved,  that  not  the  value 
of  a  man's  income,  but  the  proportion  which  it 
"bears  to  his  cxpences,  juftly  denominates  him 
rich  or  poor  ;  and  that  it  is  not  fo  much  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  lives,  as  the  habit  of  life  he  has 
contracted,  which  renders  them  happy  or  wretch- 
ed. For  this  reafon,  the  labour  of  the  mind, 
even  when  it  is  adequately  rewarded,  does  not 
procure  means  of  happinefs  in  the  fame  proportion 
as  that  of  the  body.  They  that  fing  at  the  loom, 
or  whittle  after  the  plough,  wifh  not  for  intel- 
lectual entertainment  j  if  they  have  plenty  of 
v/holefome  food,  they  do  not  repine  at  the  inele- 
gance of  their  table,  nor  are  they  lefs  happy  be- 
caufe they  arc  not  treated  with  ceremonious  re- 
fpcct  and  fcrved  with  filent  celerity.  The  fcholar 
is  always  confidcred  as  becoming  a  gentleman  by 
his  education  ;  and  the  wit  as  conferring  honour 
upon  his  company,  however  elevated  by  their 
rank  or  fortune  :  they  are,  therefore,  frequently 
admitted  to  fcenes  of  life  very  different  from  their 
own  ;  they  partake  of  pleafures  which  they  can- 
not hope  to  purchafe ;  and  many  fuperfluities 
become  neceflary,  by  the  gratification  of  wants, 
which  in  a  lower  clafs  they  would  nevefvhave 
known. 

THUS,  the  peafant  and  the  mechanic,  when 
.uve  received  the  wages  of  the  day,  and 

procured 
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procured  their  ftrong  beer  and  fupper,  have 
fcarce  a  wifh  unfatisfied  ;  but  the  man  of  nice 
difcernment  and  quick  fenfations,  who  has  ac- 
quired a  high  relifh  of  the  elegancies  and  refine- 
ments of  life,  has  feldom  philofophy  enough  to 
be  equally  content  with  that  which  the  reward 
of  genius  can  purchafe. 

AND  yet  there  is  fcarce  any  character  fo  much 
the  object  of  envy,  as  that  of  a  fuccefsful  writer. 
But  thofe  who  only  fee  him  in  company,  or  hear 
encomiums  on  his  merit,  form  a  very  erroneous 
opinion  of  his  happinefs  :  they  conceive  him  as 
perpetually  enjoying  the  triumphs  of  intellectual 
fuperiority  ;  as  difplaying  the  luxuriancy  of  .his 
fancy,  and  the  variety  of  his  knowledge,  to  filent 
admiration  ;  or  liftening  in  voluptuous  indolence 
to  the  mufic  of  praife.  But  they  know  not,  that 
thefe  lucid  intervals  are  fiiort  and  few  ;  that  much 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  is  patted  in  folitude 
and  anxiety;  that  his  hours  glide  away  unno- 
ticed, and  the  day  like  the  night  is  contradted  to 
a  moment  by  the  intenfe  application  of  the  mind 
to  its  object  :  locked  up  from  every  eye,  and  loft 
even  to  himfelf,  he  is  reminded  that  he  lives 
only  by  the  neceffities  of  .life  ;  he  then  fh;; . 
from  a  -dream,  and  regrets  that  the  day  hus 
parted  unenjoyed,  without  aftbrdijig  means  of- 
happinefs  to  the  morrow. 

B  6  WILL 
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WILL  HARDMAN  the  fmith  had  three  fons, 
TOM,  NED  and  GEORGE.  GEORGE,  who  was 
the  youngeft,  he  put  apprentice  to  a  taylor  ;  the 
two  elder  were  otherwife  provided  for :  he  had  by 
fome  means  the  opportunity  of  fending  them  to 
ichool  upon  a  foundation,  and  afterwards  to  the 
Univerfity.  WILL  thought  that  this  opportunity 
to  give  his  boys  good  learning,  was  not  to  be 
nutted  :  "  Learning,"  he  faid,  "  was  a  portion 
"  which  the  D-v-1  could  not  wrong  them  of; 
"  and  when  he  had  done  what  he  ought  for 
"  them,  they  muft  do  for  themfelves." 

As  he  had  not  the  fame  power  to  procure  them 
livings,  when  they  had  nnifhed  their  ftudies,  they 
came  to  London.  They  were  both  fcholars  ;  but 
TOM  was  a  genius,  and  NED  was  a  dunce  :  NED- 
became  ufher  in  a  fchool  at  the  yearly  falary  of 
twenty  pounds,  and  TOM  foon  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  as  an  author  :  he  wrote  many  pieces  of 
great  excellence ;  but  his  reward  was  fometimes 
withheld  by  caprice,  and  fometimes  intercepted 
by  envy.  He  patted  his  time  in  penury  and  la- 
bour ;  his  mind  was  abstracted  in  the  recollection 
of  fentiment,  and  perplexed  in  the  arrangement 
of  his  ideas  and  the  choice  of  expreffion. 

GEORGE  in  the  mean  time  became  a  matter 
in  his  trade,  kept  ten  men  conftantly  at  work 
upon  the  board,  drank  his  beer  out  of  a  filver 
tankard,  and  bailed,  that  he  might  be  as  well  to 

pafs 
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pafs  in  a  few  years  as  many  of  thofe  for  whom  he 
made  laced  clothes,  and  who  thought  themfelves 
his  betters.  NED  wiflied  earneflly  that  he  could 
change  (rations  with  GEORGE  :  but  TOM  in  the 
pride  of  his  heart  difdained  them  both  j  and  de- 
clared, that  he  would  rather  perifh  upon  a  bulk 
with  cold  and  hunger,  than  fteal  through  life  i& 
obfcurity,  and  be  forgotten  when  he  was  dead. 


NUMB.  3.  TUESDAY,  November  14,  1752. 

Scents  decora  alt  a  futuris.  VIRGL. 

The  fplendid  ornament  of  future  fcenes. 
To  the  ADVENTURER. 

S  I  R, 

AS  the  bufmefs  of  Pantomimes  is  become  a 
very  ferious  concern,  and  the  curiofity  of 
mankind  is  perpetually  thirfting  after  novelties, 
I  have  been  at  great  pains  to  contrive  an  enter- 
tainment, in  which  every  thing  lhall  be  united 
that  is  either  the  delight  or  aftonifhment  of  the 
prefent  age  :  I  have  not  only  ranfacked  the  fairs 
of  Bartholomew  and  Southwark,  but  picked  up 
every  uncommon  animal,  every  amazing  prodigy 
of  nature,  and  every  furprizing  performer,  that 
has  lately  appeared  within  the  bills  of  mortality. 

As 
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As  foon  as  I  am  provided  with  a  theatre  fpacious 
enough  for  my  purpofe,  I  intend  to  exhibit  a 
moft  fublime  Pantomime  in  the  modern  tafte  ; 
but  far  more  oftentatious  in  its  feats  of  activity, 
its  fcenes,  decorations,  machinery,  and  monfters. 
A  fketch  of  my  defign  I  {hall  lay  before  you  ; 
and  you  may  poflibly  think  it  not  inconfiftent 
•with  the  character  of  an  ADVENTURER  to  re- 
commend it  to  public  notice. 

I  have  chofen  for  the  fubject  the  FABLE  OF 
HERCULES,  as  his  labours  will  furnilh  me  with 
the  moft  extraordinary  events,  and  give  me  an 
opportunity  of  introducing  many  wonders  of  the 
monftrous  creation.  It  is  ft  range  that  this  ftory, 
which  fo  greatly  recommends  itfelf  by  its  incre- 
dibility, fhould  have  hitherto  efcaped  the  fearch 
©f  thofe  penetrating  geniufes,  who  have  rum- 
maged not  only  the  legends  of  antiquity,  but  the 
fictions  of  Fairy  tales,  and  little  hiftory  books 
for  children,  to  fupply  them  with  materials  for 
Per  feus  and  Andromeda,  Doctor  Fauftus,  Queen 
Mab,  &c.  In  imitation  of  thefe  illuftrious  wits, 
I  fliall  call  my  entertainment  by  the  name  of 
HARLEQUIN  HERCULES. 

IN  the  original  ftory,  as  a  prelude  to  his  future 
victories,  we  are  told  that  HERCULES  ftrangled 
two  ferpents  in  the  cradle  :  I  (hall  therefore  open 
with  this  circumftance  j  and  have  prepared  a 
couple  of  pafteboard  ferpents  of  an  enormous 

length, 
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length,  with  internal  fprings  and  movements  for 
the  contortions,  which  I  dare  fay  will  far  ex- 
ceed that  moft  aftonifhing  one  in  Orpheus  and 
Eurydice.  Any  of  the  common-fized  partico- 
loured gentry,  that  have  learnt  to  whimper  and 
whine  after  being  hatched  in  the  egg  irt  the  Rape 
of  Proferpine,  may  ferve  for  this  fcene  :  but  as 
the  Man  HERCULES  muft  be  fuppofed  to  be  of 
a  preternatural  bulk  of  body,  the  MODERN 
COLOSSUS  has  pra&ifed  the  tiptoe  ftep  and  trip- 
ping air  for  theenfuing  parts.  Inftead  of  a  fword 
of  lath,  I  fhall  arm  him,  in  conformity  to  his 
character,  with  a  huge  cork  club. 

THE  firft  labour  is  the  killing  the  Nemean 
Lion,  who,  in  imitation  of  the  fable,  fhall  drop 
from  an  oiled-paper  moon.  We  have  been  long 
accuftomed  to  admire  lions  upon  the  ftage;  but 
I  fhall  vaftly  improve  upon  this,  by  making  our 
conqueror  flay  htm  upon  the  fpot,  and  cloke 
himfelf  with  the  fkin  :  I  have,  therefore,  got  a 
tawny-coloured  hide  made  of  coarfe  ferge,  with 
the  ears,  main,  and  tip  of  the  tail,  properly 
burned  out  with  brown  worfted. 

NEXT  to  this  is  the  deftruction  of  the  Hydra, 
a  terrible  ferpent  with  feven  heads  ;  and  as  two 
were  faid  to  fprbut  up  again  in  the  place  of  every 
one  that  was  cut  off,  I  defign  by  the  art  of  my 
machinery  to  exhibit  a  fucceflive  regeneration  of 
double  heads,  till  a  hundred  and  more  are  pre- 
pared 
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pared    to  be  knocked  off  by  one  ftroke  of  the 
aforefaid  cork  club. 

I  HAVE  a  beautiful  canvas  wild  boar  of  Ery- 
manthus  for  the  third  labour,  which,  as  HAR- 
-LEQUIN  is  to  carry  it  off  the  ftage  upon  his 
{boulders,  has  nothing  in  its  belly  but  a  wadding 
of  tow,  and  a  little  boy  who  is  to  manage  its 
motions,  to  let  down  the  wire  jaw,  or  gnafh  the 
wooden  tufks  ;  and  though  I  could  rather  wifh 
he  were  able  to  grunt  and  growl,  yet  as  that  is 
impoflible,  I  have  taught  the  urchin  to  fqueak 
prodigioufiy  like  a  pig. 

THE  fourth  labour,  his  catching  the  hind  of 
Masnalus,  whofe  feet  were  of  brafs  and  horns  of 
gold,  I  fear  I  muft  omit;  becaufe  1  cannot  break 
any  common  buck  to  run  flow  enough.  But  he 
is  next  to  drive  away  thefe  enormous  birds  of 
Stymphalus's  lake,  which  were  of  fuch  prodigious 
bignefs,  that  they  intercepted  the  light  with  their 
wings,  and  took  up  whole  men  as  their  prey.  I 
have  got  a  flock  of  them  formed  of  leather  co- 
vered with  ravens  feathers  :  they  are  a  little  un- 
wieldy, I  muft  confefs  ;  but  I  have  difpofed  my 
wires,  fo  as  to  play  them  about  tolerably  well, 
and  make  them  flap  out  the  candles  ;  and  two 
of  the  largeft  are  to  gulp  down  the  grenadier, 
ftationed  at  each  door  of  the  ftage,  with  their 
caps,  mu/kets,  bayonets,  and  all  their  accoutre- 
ments. 

THI 
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THE  fixth  labour  is  an  engagement  with  the 
Amazons  j  to  reprefent  whom,  I  have  hired  all 

THE     WONDERFUL     TALL     MEN     AND    WOMEN, 

that  have  been  lately  exhibited  in  this  town. 
The  part  of  Hyppolita  their  queen  is  to  be  played 
by  the  FEMALE  SAMPSON,  who,  after  the  com- 
pany has  been  amazed  with  the  vaft  proofs  of 
her  ftrength,  is  to  be  fairly  flung  in  a  wreftling 
bout  by  our  invincible  HARLEQUIN. 

I  SHALL  then  prefent  you  with  a  profpeel:  of  the 
Augean  flable,  where  you  will  have  an  arrange- 
ment on  each  fide  of  feven  or  eight  cows  hides 
ftuft  with  ftraw,  which  the  fancy's  eye  may  as 
cafily  multiply  into  a  thoufand,  as  in  a  tragedy 
battle  it  has  been  ufed  to  do  half  a  dozen  fcene- 
Ihifters  into  an  army..  HERCULES'S  method  of 
cleanfmg  this  (table  is  well  known  ;  I  fliall  there^ 
fore  let  loofe  a  whole  river  of  pewter  to  glitter 
along  the  ftage,  far  furpafling  any  little  clink- 
ing cafcade  of  tin  that  the  Playhoufe  or  Vaux- 
hall  can  boaft  of. 

As  he  is  next  to  feize  upon  a  bull  breathing 
out  fire  and  flames,  I  had  prepared  one  accord- 
ingly, with  the  palate  and  noftrils  properly 
loaded  with  wild-fire  and  other  combuftibles ; 
but  by  the  unfkilfulhefs  of  the  fellow  inclofed  in 
k,  while  he  was  rehearfing  Bull's  part,  the  head 
took  fire,  which  fpread  to  the  carcafe,  and  the 
fool  narrowly  efcaped  fufFering  the  torment  of 

Phalaris. 
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Phalaris.  This  accident  I  have  now  guarded 
againft,  by  having  lined  the  roof  and  jaws  with 
thin  plates  of  painted  iron. 

To  perfonate  Geryon,  who  had  three  bodies, 
I  have  contrived  to  tie  three  men  together  back 
to  back;  one  of  them  is  the  FAMOUS  NEGRO 
who  fwings  about  his  arms  in  every  direction ; 
and  thefe  will  make  full  as  grotefque  a  figure  as 
the  man  with  a  double  mafk.  As  HARLEQUIN 
for  his  eighth  labour  is  to  deliver  this  triple-form 
monfter  to  be  devoured  by  his  cannibal  oxen,  I 
fhall  here  with  the  greateft  propriety  exhibit  the 
NOTED  Ox  with  fix  legs  and  two  bellies  ;  and  as 
Diomede  muft  be  ferved  up  in  the  fame  manner 
as  a  meal  for  his  flefh-eating  horfes,  this  will  fur- 
nifh  me  with  a  good  pretext  for  introducing  the 
BEAUTIFUL  PANTHER-MARE. 

AFTER  thefe  I  fhall  tranfport  you  to  the  or- 
chard of  the  Hefperides,  where  you  will  feaft  your 
fight  with  the  green  paper  trees  and  gilt  apples. 
I  have  bought  up  the  old  copper  dragon  of 
Wantley  as  a  guard  to  this  forbidden  fruit  ; 
and  when  he  is  new  burnifhed,  and  the  tail 
fomewhat  lengthened,  his  afpcci  will  be  much 
more  formidable  than  his  brother  dragon's  in 
HARLEQUIN  SORCERER. 

BUT  the  full  difplay  of  my  art  is  reierved  for 
the  laft  labour,  the  defcent  through  a  trap-door 
into  V)  (fc  11,  Ji,.  Though  this  is  the  moft  ap- 
plauded 
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plauded  fcene  in  many  of  our  favourite  Panto- 
mimes, I  don't  doubt  but  my  i^(j£!lJL  will  out- 
do whatever  has  been  hitherto  attempted  of  the 
kind,  whether  in  its  gloomy  decoration,  its  hor- 
rors, its  flames,  or  its  devils.  I  have  engaged 
the  engineer  of  Cuper's  Gardens  to  direct  the  fire- 
works :  Ixion  will  be  whirled  round  upon  a  wheel 
of  blazing  faltpetre  ;  Tantalus  will  catch  at  a 
refluent  flood  of  burning  rofm  ;  and  Sifyphus  is  to 
Toll  up  a  ftone  charged  with  crackers  and  fquibs, 
which  will  bound  back  again  with  a  thundering 
explofion  :  at  a  diftance  you  will  difco'ver  black, 
fteams  arifing  from  the  river  Styx,  reprefented  by 
a  ftream  of  melted  pitch  :  the  NOTED  FIRE- 
EATER  alfo  fhall  make  his  appearance,  fmoking 
out  of  red-hot  tobacco-pipes,  champing  lighted 
brimftone,  and  fwallcwing  his  infernal  mefs  of 
troth.  HARLEQUIN'S  errand  hither  being  only 
to  bring  away  Cerberus,  I  have  inftru&ed  THE 

MOST  AMAZING  NEW  ENGLISH  CHIEN  SA- 
VANT to  aft  the  part  of  this  three-headed  dog, 
with  the  afliftance  of  two  artificial  noddles  faf*- 
tened  to  his  throat.  The  fagacity  of  this  animal 
will  furely  delight  much  more  than  the  pretty- 
trick  of  his- rival,  the  human  hound,  in  another 
entertainment. 

THUS  I  have  brought  my  HERCULES  through 
his  twelve  capital  enterprizes  ;  though  I  purpofc 
to  touch  upon  fome  other  of  the  Grecian  hero's 

atchicve- 
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achievements.  I  (hall  make  him  kill  Cacus  the 
three-headed  robber,  and  fhall  carry  him  to 
Mount  Caucafus  to  untie  Prometheus,  whofe 
liver  was  continually  preyed  upon  by  a  vulture. 
This  lafr-mentioned  incident  I  cannot  pafs  over, 
as  I  am  refolved  that  my  vulture  fhall  vie  in  bulk, 
beauty  and  docility,  with  the  fo  much  applauded 
STUPENDOUS  OSTRICH  :  and  towards  the  end  I 
doubt  not  but  I  fhall  be  able  to  triumph  over  the 
SORCERER'S  GREAT  GELDING,  by  the  exhibi- 
tion of  my  Centaur  NefTus,.  who  is  to  carry  off 
the  LITTLE  WOMAN  that  weighs  no  more  than 
twenty-three  pounds,  in  the  character  of  Deia- 
nira ;  a  burthen  great  enough  for  the  oftler  who 
is  to  play  the  brute-half  of  my  Centaur,  as  his 
back  muft  be  bent  horizontally,  in  order  to  fix 
his  head  againft  the  rump  of  the  man-half. 

THE  whole  piece  will  conclude  with  HARLE- 
QUIN in  a  bloody  fhirt,  (kipping,  writhing,  and 
rolling,  and  at  length  expiring,  to  the  irregular 
motions  of  the  nddle-ftick  :  though,  if  any  of 
the  fire-offices  will  en  Cure  the  houfe,  he  fliall 
mount  the  kindled  pile,  and  be  burned  to  afhcs 
in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  audience. 

INTRIGUE  is  the  foul  of  thefe  dumb  fhews,  as 
well  as  of  the  more  fen  fclefs  farces:  Omphale, 
therefore,  or  Deianira  muft  fcrve  for  my  COLOM- 
BINE  ;  and  I  can  fo  far  wreft  the  fable  to  my  own 
purpofe,  as  to  fuppofe  that  thefe  dangers  were 

encoun- 
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encountered  by  HARLEQUIN  for  their  fakes. 
Eriftheus,  the  perfecutor  of  HERCULES,  will  be 
properly  chara&erifed  by  PANTALOON,  and  the 
fervant,  whofe  bufmefs  it  is,  as  Homer  fays,  "  to 
"  ftiake  the  regions  of  the  Gods  with  laughter," 
(hall  be  the  WONDERFUL  LITTLE  NORFOLK- 
MAN,  as  in  all  books  of  chivalry  you  never  read 
of  a  giant  but  you  are  told  of  a  dwarf.  The 
fellow  with  Stentorian  lungs,  who  can  break 
glafles  and  fliatter  window-panes  with  the  loud- 
nefs  of  his  vociferation,  has  engaged  in  that  one 
fccne,  where  HERCULES  laments  the  lofs  of  his 
Hylas,  to  make  the  whole  houfe  ring  again  with 
his  bawling;  and  the  wonderful  man,  who  talks 
in  his  belly,  and  can  fling  his  voice  into  any  part 
of  a  room,  has  promifed  to  anfwer  him  in  the 
character  of  ECHO. 

I  CANNOT  conclude  without  informing  you, 
that  I  have  made  an  uncommon  provifion  foi'  the 
neceflary  embellifhments  of  finging  and  dancing. 
Grim  Pluto,  you  know,  the  black-peruked  Mo- 
narch, muft  bellow  in  bafs,  and  the  attendant 
devils  cut  capers  in  flame-coloured  ftockings,  as 
ufual ;  but  as  Juno  cherilhed  an  immortal  hatred 
to  our  hero,  fhe  ihall  defcend  in  a  chariot  drawn 
by  peacocks,  and  thrill  forth  her  rage  ;  Deianira 
too  fhall  vent  her  amorous  fighs  to  foft  airs  :  the 
Amazons  with  their  gilt-leather  breaft-plates  and 
helmets,  their  tin-pointed  fpears  and  looking-glafs 

fhields, 
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Ihields,  fhall  give  you  the  Pyrrhic  dance  to  a  pre-/ 
amble  on  the  kettle-drums  ;  and  at  Omphale's 
court,  after  Hercules  has  refigned  his  club,  to- 
celebrate  her  triumph,  I  fhall  introduce  a  grand 
dance  of  diftaffs,  in  emulation  of  the  Witches 
dance  of  broomfticks.  Nothing  of  this  kind 
(hall  be  omitted,  that  may  heighten  either  the 
grandeur  or  beauty  of  my  entertainment  ;  I.  fhall 
therefore,  I  hope,  find  a  place  fome  where  in  this 
piece,  as  I  cannot  now  have  the  WIRE-DANCER, 
to  bring  on  my  DANCING-BEARS. 
I  am, 
SIR, 

Your  humble  Servant, 
A  L  U  N    Tertius. 


NUMB.  4.  SATURDAY,  November  18,  1752. 
Fi£la  voluptatis  caufd  fmt  proximo  veris.     HOR. 

Fictions  to  pleafe  fhould  wear  the  face  of  truth. 

Rose. 

NO  fpecies  of  writing  affords  fo  general  en- 
tertainment as   the    relation    of    events  ; 
but  all  relations  of  events  do  not  entertain  in  the 
fame  degree. 

IT 
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IT  is  always  neceflary,  that  facts  fhould  ap- 
pear to  be  produced  in  a  regular  and  connected 
feries,  that  they  fhould  follow  in  a  quick  fuccef- 
fion,  and  yet  that  they  fhould  be  delivered  with 
difcriminating  circumftances.  If  they  have  not 
a  neceflary  and  apparent  connection,  the  ideas 
which  they  excite  obliterate  each  other,  and  the 
mind  is  tantalized  with  an  imperfect  glimpfe  of 
innumerable  objects  that  juft  appear  and  vaniflij 
if  they  are  too  minutely  related,  they  become 
tirefome ;  and  if  diverted  of  all  their  circum- 
ftances, infipid  ;  for  who  that  reads  in  a  table 
of  chronology  or  an  index,  that  a  city  was  fwal- 
lowed  up  by  an  earthquake,  or  a  kingdom  depo- 
pulated by  a  peftilence,  finds  either  his  attention 
engaged,  or  his  curiofity  gratified  ? 

THOSE  narratives  are  moft  pleafing,  which 
not  only  excite  and  gratify  curiofity,  but  engage 
the  paflions. 

HISTORY  is  a  relation  of  the  moft  natural  and 
important  events  :  hiftory,  therefore,  gratifies 
curiofity,  but  it  does  not  often  excite  either  terror 
or  pity;  the  mind  feels  not  that  tendernefs  for  a 
falling  ftate,  which  it  feels  for  an  injured  beauty  ; 
nor  is  it  fo  much  alarmed  at  the  migration  of 
barbarians,  who  mark  their  way  with  defolation, 
and  fill  the  world  with  violence  and  rapine,  as 
at  the  fury  of  a  hufband,  who,  deceived  into 
jealoufy  by  falfe  appearances,  ftabs  a  faithful  and 
6  affec- 
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affectionate  wife  kneeling  at  his  feet,  and  plead- 
ing to  be  heard. 

VOYAGES  and  TRAVELS  have  nearly  tha 
fame  excellencies  and  the  fame  defects  :  no  paf- 
fion  is  ftrongly  excited  except  wonder  ;  or  if  we 
feel  any  emotion  at  the  danger  of  the  traveller, 
it  is  tranfient  and  languid,  beeaufe  his  character 
is  not  rendered  fufficiently  important  j  he  is 
rarely  difcovered  to  have  any  excellencies  but 
daring  curiofity ;  he  is  never  the  object  of  ad- 
miration, and  feldom  of  efteem. 

BIOGRAPHY  would  always  engage  the  paflions, 
if  it  could  fumcientlr  gratify  curiofity  :  but  there 
have  been  few  among  the  whole  human  fpecies, 
whofe  lives  would  furnifh  a  fmgle  adventure  j  I 
mean  fuch  a  complication  of  circumftances,  as 
hold  the  mind  in  an  anxious  yet  pleafing  fufpence, 
and  gradually  unfold  in  the  production  of  fome 
unforefeen  and  important  event ;  much  lefs  fuch 
a  feries  of  fadls,  as  will  perpetually  vary  the  fcene, 
and  gratify  the  fancy,  with  new  views  of  life. 

BUT  NATURE  is  now  exhaufted  ;  all  her 
wonders  have  been  accumulated,  every  recefs 
has  been  explored,  deferts  have  been  traverfed, 
Alps  climbed,  and  the  fecrets  of  the  deep  dif- 
clofed  ;  time  has  been  compelled  to  reftore  the 
"•empires  and  the  heroes  of  antiquity  ;  all  have 
pafled  in  review  ;  yet  fancy  requires  new  gratifi- 
cations, and  curiofity  is  ftill  unfatisfied. 

THE 
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The  rcfources  of  ART  yet  remain  :  the  ftmplc 
beauties  of  nature,  if  they  cannot  be  multiplied, 
may  be  compounded,  and  an  infinite  variety 
produced,  in  which  by  the  union  of  different 
graces  both  may  be  heightened,  and  the  coali- 
tion of  different  powers  may  produce  a  propor- 
tionate effect. 

THE  EPIC  POEM  at  once  gratifies  curiofity 
and  moves  the  paflions ;  the  events  are  various 
and  important ;  but  it  is  not  the  fate  of  a  nation, 
but  of  the  hero  in  which  they  terminate,  and 
whatever  concerns  the  hero  engages  the  paffions  ; 
the  dignity  of  his  character,  his  merit,  and  his 
importance,  compel  us  to  follow  him  with  re- 
verence and  folicitude,  to  trernb'e  when  he  is 
in  danger,  to  weep  when  he  fuffers,  and  to  burn 
when  he  is  wronged  :  with  thefe  viciffitudes  of 
paflion  every  heart  attends  Ulyffes  in  his  wan- 
derings, and  Achilles  to  the  field, 

UPON  this  occafion  the  OLD  ROMANCE  may 
be  confidered  as  a  kind  of  Epic,  fince  it  was  in- 
tended to  produce  the  fame  effect  upon  the  mind 
nearly  by  the  fame  means. 

IN  both  thefe  fpecies  of  writing  truth  is  appa- 
rently violated  :  but  though  the  events  are  not 
always  produced  by  probable  means,  yet  the  plea- 
fure  arifing  from  the  ftory  is  not  much  leffened  ; 
for  fancy  is  Hill  captivated  with  variety,  and 
paflion  has  fcarce  leifure  to  re3ec%  that  fhe  is  agi- 

VOL.  I.  C  tated 
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tated  with  the  fate  of  imaginary  beings,  and  in- 
tereftcd  in  events  that  never  happened. 

THE  NOVEL,  though  it  bears  a  nearer  re- 
femblance  to  truth,  has  yet  lefs  power  of  enter- 
tainment j  for  it  is  confined  within  the  nar- 
rower bounds  of  probability,  the  number  of 
incidents  is  necefiarily  diminifhed,  and  if  it  de- 
ceives us  more,  it  furprifes  us  lefs.  The  diftrefs 
is  indeed  frequently  tender,  but  the  narrative 
often  ftands  ftill  ;  the  lovers  compliment  each 
other  in  tedious  letters  and  fet  fpeeches  ;  trivial 
circumftances  are  enumerated  with  a  minute  ex- 
actnefs,  and  the  reader  is  wearied  with  languid 
defcriptions  and  impertinent  declamations. 

BUT  the  moft  extravagant,  and  yet  perhaps 
the  moft  generally  pleafing  of  all  literary  per- 
formances, are  thofe  in  which  fupernatural  events 
are  every  moment  produced  by  Genii  and 
Fairies  j  fuch  are  the  Arabian  nights  entertain- 
ment, the  Tales  of  the  countcfs  d'Anois,  and 
many  others  of  the  fame  clafs.  It  may  be  thought 
ftrange,  that  the  mind  fhould  with  pleafure  ac- 
quiefce  in  the  open  violation  of  the  moft  known 
and  obvious  truths  ;  and  that  relations  which 
contradict  all  experience,  and  exhibit  a  ferics  of 
events  that  are  not  only  impoffible  but  ridiculous, 
fhould  be  read  by  almoft  every  tafte  and  capacity 
with  equal  eagernefs  and  delight.  But  it  is  not 
perhaps,  the  mere  violation  of  truth  or  of  pro- 
6  b  ability 
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bability  that  offends,  but  fuch  a  violation  only  as 
perpetually  recurs.  The  mind  is  futistied,  if 
every  event  appears  to  have  an  adequate  caufe; 
and  when  the  agency  of  Genii  and  Fairies  is  once 
admitted,  no  event  which  is  deemed  poflible  to 
fuch  agents  is  rejected  as  incredible  or  abfurd  ; 
the  action  of  the  ftory  proceeds  with  regularity, 
the  perfons  a£t  upon  rational  principles,  and  fuch 
events  take  place  as  may  naturally  be  expected 
from  the  iiiterpofition  of  fuperior  intelligence 
and  pov/er  :  fo  that  though  there  is  not  a  natural, 
there  is  at  leaft  a  kind  of  moral  probability  pre- 
ferved,  and  our  firft  conceilion  is  abundantly  re- 
warded by  the  new  fcenes  to  which  we  are 
admitted,  and  the  unbounded  profpect  that  is 
thrown  open  before  us. 

Bur  though  we  attend  with  delight  to  the  at- 
chievcments  of  a  hero  who  is  tranfported  in  a 
moment  over  half  the  globe  upon  a  griffon,  and 
fee  with  admiration  a  palace  or  a  city  vanifli  upon 
his  breaking  a  feal  or  extinguiftiing  a  lamp  :  yet 
if  at  his  firft  interview  with  a  miftrcfs,  for  whofe 
fu'ce  he  had  fought  fo  many  battles  and  paffcd  fo 
many  regions,  he  fhould  falute  her  with  a  box  on 
the  car  ;  or  if  immediately  after  he  had  van- 
qui  filed  a  giant  or  a  dragon,  he  fhould  leap  into 
u  well  or  tie  himfclf  up  to  a  tree  ;  we  fhould  be 
difappointcd  and  difgufted,  the  ftory  would  be 
condemned  as  improbable,  unaaturul,  and  atiurd, 
C  2  our 
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our  innate  love  of  truth  would  be  applauded,  and 
we  fhould  expatiate  on  the  folly  of  an  attempt  to 
pleafe  reafonable  beings,  by  a  detail  of  events 
which  can  never  be  believed,  and  the  interven- 
tion of  agents  which  could  never  have  exifted. 

DRAMATIC  POETRY,  efpccially  tragedy, 
fcems  to  unite  all  that  pleafcs  in  each  of  thcfe 
Ipecies  of  writing,  with  a  (Ironger  refemblance 
of  truth,  and  a  clofer  imitation  of  nature  :  the 
characters  are  fuch  as  excite  attention  and  folici- 
tude  ;  the  action  is  important,  its  progrefs  is  in- 
tricate yet  natural,  and  the  cauftrophe  is  fuddtn 
and  flriking  j  and  as  we  are  prefent  to  every 
tranfadlion,  the  images  are  more  ftrongly  im- 
prefled,  and  the  pafTions  more  forcibly  moved. 

FROM  a  dramatic  poem  to  thofc  fhort  piece?, 
which  may  be  contained  in  fuch  a  periodical  paper 
as  the  ADVENTURER,  is  a  bold  tranfition.  And 
yet  fuch  pieces,  although  formed  upon  a  iingle 
incident,  if  that  incident  be  fufficiently  uncom- 
mon to  gratify  curiofity,  and  fufficiently  intereft- 
ing  to  engage  the  paflions,  may  afford  an  enter- 
tainment, which,  if  it  is  not  lading,  is  yet  of  the 
hfghef:  kind.  Of  fuch,  therefore,  this  paper  will 
frequently  confift  :  but  it  fhould  be  remembered, 
that  it  is  much  more  difficult  and  laborious,  to 
invent  a  ftory,  however  fimple  and  however  fhort, 
than  to  recollect  topics  of  inftrufHon,  or  to  remark 
the  fcenes  of  life  as  they  are  fhifted  before  us. 

NUMB. 
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NUMB.  5.     TUESDAY,  November  21,   1752. 

Tune  et  avfs  tutas  movere  per  a'e'ra  pennas  ; 
Et  lupus  impavidus  med'iis  erravit  in  agris  : 
Nee  fua  credulitas  pifcem  fufpenderat  hamo.  ,  , 
Cunfla  fine  infidns^  nullamque  tlmentla  fraudem9 
Plenaque  pads  erant. OVID. 

Then  birds  in  airy  fpace  might  fafely  move, 
And  tim'rous  hares  on  heaths  fecurely  rove  : 
Nor  needed  fifh  the  guileful  hook  to  fear} 
P'or  all  was  peaceful,  and  that  peace  fincere. 

DRYDEN. 

I  HAVE  before  remarked,  that  it  is  the  peculiar 
infelicity  of  thofe  who  live  by  intellectual  la- 
bour, not  to  be  always  able  equally  to  improve 
their  time  by  application  :  there  are  feafons  when 
the  power  of  invention  is  fufpended,  and  the 
mind  finks  into  a  ftate  of  debility  from  which  it 
can  no  more  recover  itfelf,  than  a  perfon  who 
fleeps  can  by  a  voluntary  effort  awake.  I  was 
fitting  in  my  ftudy  a  few  nights  ago  in  thefe  per- 
plexing circumflances,  and  after  long  rumination 
and  many  ineffectual  attempts  to  ftart  a  hint 
which  I  might  purfue  in  my  lucubration  of  this 
day,  I  determined  to  go  to  bed,  hoping  that  the 
morning  would  remove  every  impediment  to 
ftudy,  and  reftore  the  vigour  of  my  mind. 

C  3  I  was, 
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I  WAS  no  fooner  afleep  than  I  was  relieved 
from  my  diftrefs  by  means  which,  if  I  had  been 
waking,  would  have  increased  it;  and  inftead  of 
imprefling  upon  my  mind  a  train  of  new  ideas  in 
a.  regular  fucceflion,  would  have  filled  it  with 
aftonrfhment  and  terror.  For  in  dreams,  whether 
they  are  produced  by  a  power  of  the  imagination 
to  combine  images  which  reafon  would  feparate, 
or  whether  the  mind  is  pailive  and  receives  im- 
preflions  from  fome"  invifible  agent,  the  memory 
looms  to  lie  wholly  torpid,  and  the  under- 
ftanding  to  be  employed  only  about  fuch  objects 
as  are  then  prefented,  without  comparing  the 
prefent  with  the  paft.  When  we  fleep,  we  often 
converfe  with  a  friend  who  is  either  abfent  or 
dead,  without  remembering  that  the  grave  or 
the  ocean  is  between  us.  We  float  like  a  feather 
upon  the  wind,  or  we  find  ourfelves  this  moment 
in  England  and  the  next  in  India,  without  re- 
flecting that  the  laws  of  nature  are  fufpended,  or 
inquiring  how  the  fcene  could  have  been  fo  fud- 
denly  (hifted  before  us.  We  are  familiar  with 
prodigies,  we  accommodate  ourfelves  to  every 
event  however  romantic  ;  and  we  not  only  rea- 
fon, but  acl:  upon  principles  which  are  in  the 
higheft  degree  abfurd  and  extravagant. 

IN  that  Hate,  therefore,   in  which  no  prodigy 
could  render  me   unfit  to  receive   infliuclion,  I 
niyfclf  to  be  ftill   fitting   in   my  ftudy, 
penfivg 
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penfive  and  difpirited,  and  that  I  fuddenly  heard 
a  fmall  fhrill  voice  pronounce  thefc  words,, 
'"  Take  your  pen  ;  I  will  dictate  an  ADVEN,- 
"  TURER."  I  turned  to  fee  from  whom  this 
voice  proceeded,  but  I  could  difcover  nothing: 
believing,  therefore,  that  my  good  genius  or 
fome  favouring  mufe  was  prefen.t,  I  immediately 
prepared  to  write,  and  the  voice  dictated  the 
following  narrative  : 

"  I  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  a  country  gentleman 
"  who  poflefied  a  large  cftate,  and  when  I  was 
"  about  nineteen  years  of  age  fell  with  my  horfe 
"  as  I  was  hunting,  my  neck  was  diflocated  by 
"  the  fall,  and  for  want  of  immediate  aili:1an«e 
t:  I  c!:ru  before  I  could  be  carried  home  :  but  I 
"  found  rnyfolf  the  next  moment,  with  incx- 
"  preflible  grief  and  adonifhmcnt,  under  the 
*'  fhapeof  a  mongrel  PUPPY  in  the  (table  of  an 
"  inn,  that  was  kept  by  a  man  who  had  been 
<J  butler  to  my  father,  and  had  married  the  coolc. 

*'  I  was  indeed  greatly  careiTed  ;  but  my 
*'  mafter,  in  order  as  he  faid  to  increafe  my 
'*  beauty  as  well  as  my  ftrength,  foon  difen,- 
"  cuuibcrcd  me  of  my  ears  and  my  tail.  Befides 
"  the  pain  that  I  fufFered  in  the  operation,  I  e^- 
c'  pcricnctJ  the  difa\ivantages  of  this  mutilatipn 
4'  in  a  thoutand  intiances  :  this,  however,  was 
"  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  calamity  which  in  this 
"  ftutc  I  was  appointed  to  fufrer. 

C  4  "  'Mv 
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*'  My  mafter  had  a  fon  about  four  years  old, 
"  who  was  yet  a  greater  favourite  than  myfclf  j 
"  and  his  pafiions  having  been  always  indulged 
**  as  foon  as  they  appeared,  he  was  encouraged 
"  to  gratify  his  refentment  againft  any  thing, 
"  whether  animate  or  inanimate,  that  had  of- 
"  fended  him,  by  beating  me ;  and  when  he  did 
"  any  mifchief,  for  of  other  faults  little  notice 
"  was  taken,  the  father,  the  mother,  or  the 
**  maid,  were  fure  to  chaftife  me  in  his  fttad. 

"  THIS  treatment  from  perfons  whom  I  had 
"  been  accuftomed  to  regard  with  contempt,  and 
"  command  with  infolence,  was  not  long  to  be 
"  borne  :  early  one  morning,  therefore,  I  de- 
*'  parted.  I  continued  my  journey  till  the  after- 
"  noon  without  flopping,  though  it  rained  hard  : 
"  about  four  o'clock  I  pafled  through  a  village  ; 
"  and  perceiving  a  heap  of  (havings  that  were 
"  fheltered  from  the  wet  by  the  thatch  of  a  houfc 
"  which  fome  carpenters  were  repairing,  I  crept 
f<  as  I  thought  unnoticed  into  the  corner,  and 
"  Jaid  myfelf  down  upon  them  :  but  a  man  who 
**  was  plaining  a  board,  obferving  that  I  was  a 
'*  ftrange  dog  and  of  a  mongrel  breed,  refolved 
*!  to  make  himfelf  and  his  companions  merry  at 
*'  my  expence  :  for  this  purpole,  having  made 
"  a  hole  about  two  inches  diameter  in  a  piece  of 
"  deal,  he  fuddenly  catched  me  up,  and  putting 
**  the  remainder  of  my  tail  through  this  diabolical 

"  engine, 
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"  engine,  he  made  itfafl  by  driving  in  a  wedge, 
"  with  a  heavy  mallet,  which  crufhing  the  bone 
<c  put  me  to  inexpreffible  torment.  The  moment 
"  he  let  me  down,  the  wretches,  who  had  been 
"  fpectators   of  this  waggery,  burft  into  immo- 
"  derate  laughter  at  the  awkward  motions  by 
<c  whichlexprefled  my  mifery,  and  my  ridiculous 
"  attempt  to  run  away  from  that  which  I  could 
"  not  but  carry  with  me.  They  hooted  after  me 
*'  till  I  was  out  of  their  Tight :  however,    fear, 
"  pain,  and  confufion,  frill  urging  me  forward 
"  with  involuntary  fpeed,  I  ran  with  fuch  force 
"  between  two  pales  that  were  not  far  enough- 
"  afunder  to  admit  my  clog,  that  I  left  it  with. 
"   the  remainder  of  my  tail  behind  me.    I  then 
"  found  myfelf  in-  a  farm-yard  j  and  fearing  that 
"  I  fhould  be  worried  by  the  maftifF  which  I  faw 
"  at  a  diftance,  I  continued  my  flight  :  but  fome 
'4  peafants  who  were  at  work,  in  a  neighbouring 
*'  barn,  perceiving  that  I  ran. without  being  pur- 
"  fued,  that  my  eyes  were  inflamed,   and  that 
"  my  mouth  was  covered  with  foam,  imagined' 
"  that  I  was  mad,  and  knocked  out  my  brains 
"  with  a  flail.. 

*'  SOON  after  I  had  quitted  this  maimed  and 
"  perfecuted  carcafs,  I  found  myfelf  under  the 
"  wings  of  a  BULLFINCH  with  three  others  that 
"  were  juft  hatched.  I  now  rejoiced  in  the  hope 
"  of.foaring  beyond  the  reach  of  human  barba- 
C  5  "  r;ry,, 
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"  rity,  and  becoming  like  my  mother  a  denizen  of 
"  the  fky  :  but  my  mother,  before  I  was  perf.&ly 
"  Hedged,  was  furprifed  in  her  neft  by  a  fchool- 
"  boy,  who  grafped  her  fo  hard,  to  prevent  her 
"  efcape,  that  me  foon  after  died  :  he  then  took 
"  the  neil  with  all  that  it  contained,  which  he 
"  depofitecl  in  a  bafket,  where  I  prefently  loft  my 
*'  three  companions  in  misfortune,  by  change  of 
"  fcod  and  unfkilful  management.  I  furviv'd  j 
"  ;  n  j  foon  after  I  could  feed  myfelf,  I  was  taken 
"  by  my  tyrant's  mother  when  fiie  went  to  pay 
"  her  rent,  as  a  prefent  to  her  landlord's  daugh- 
"  tcr,  a  young  lady  who  was  extremely  beauti- 
**  fi;1,  and  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  her  age. 

"  MY  captivity  now  began  to  lofe  its  terrors  ; 
**  I  no  longer  dreaded  the  rude  gripe  of  a  boi- 
*'  fierous  urchin,  whofe  fononefs  v/as  fcarce  lefs 
<l  dancrerous  than  his  refentment ;  who  in  the 
"  zed  of  his  attachment  to  a  new  plaything, 
"  might  neglect  me  till  I  pcrifticd  with  hunger  ; 
*'  or  v;ho  might  wring  off  my  neck,  becaufe  he 
.'  fouie  other  ufe  for  the  halfpenny  which 
11  fiK>uld  "procure  me  food  :  the  confinement  of 
**  a  cage  became  habitual  ;  I  was  placed  near  a 
:.fant  window  ;  I  was  conftantly  fed  by  one 
"  -.: ''  •--.-  ilncft  hands  in  the  world;  and  I  ima- 
*'  gi ••(>!.,  tiiat  I  could  fitfitr  no  mifery  under  tht 
*'  ffctrdn&g«  of  fmilcs  ?,nd  graces. 

"  SUCH 
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*'  SUCH  was  my  fituation,  when  a  young 
*'  lady  from  London  made  an  afternoon's  vi^t 
"  to  my  miftrefs  :  fhe  took  an  opportunity  to 
"  carcfs  me  among  her  other  favourites,  which 
"  were  a  parrot,  a  monkey  and  a  lap-dog ;  fhe 
"  chirped,  and  holding  out  her  finger  tome,  I 
"  hopped  upon  it ;  fhe  ftroked  me,  put  my  head 
**  to  her  cheek,  and  to  fhew  my  fenfibility  of 
"  her  favours  I  began  to  fing  :  as  foon  as  my 
"  fong  was  over,  fhe  turned  to  my  miftrefs,  and 
**  told  her,  that  the  dear  little  creature  might  be 
"  made  abfolutely  the  fweeteft  bird  in  the  world, 
*'  only  by  putting  out  his  eyes,  and  confining  it 
"  in  a  lefs  cage  :  to  this  horrid  propofal  my 
"  fair  keeper  agreed,"  upon  being  again  affured 
"  that  my  fong  would  be  very  greatly  improved  ; 
"  and  the  next  day  performed  herfelf  the  opera- 
"  tion,  as  fhe  had  been  directed,  with  the  end 
"  of  a  hot  knitting-needle.  My  condition  was 
**  now  more  eafily  to  be  conceived  than  exprefted  : 
"  but  I  did  not  long  fuffcr  the  mournful  foli- 
'*  tude  of  perpetual  darknefs  ;  for  a  cat  came 
**  one  night  into  the  room  undifcovered,  drag- 
**  ged  me  through  the  wires  of  the  cage,  anJ 
*'  devoured  me. 

"  I  \VAS  not  difp^eafed  to  find  .myf^if  once 

"  more  at  large;  delivered  from  blindnels  and 

**  captivity,  and  Kill    able    to   fport  upon  tlu- 

C  6  "  Uxx/,o 
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"  breeze  in  the  form  of  a  COCKCHAFER.  But 
"  I  had  fcarce  entered  this  new  fcene  of  exift- 
"  ence,  when  a  gentleman,  in  whofe  garden  I 
**  was  feafting  on  one  of  the  leaves  of  a  cherry- 
"  tree,  caught  me,  and  turning  to  his  fon,  a 
*'  boy  who  had  juft  been  put  into  his  firft  brec- 
. "  ches,  Here,  Tommy,  fays  he,  is  a  bird  for  you. 
"  The  boy  received  me  with  a  grin  of  horrid 
"  delight,  and,  as  he  had  been  taught,  imme- 
"  diately  impaled  me  alive  upon  a  corking-pin, 
"  to  which  a  piece  of  thread  was  fattened,  and  I 
'*  was  doomed  to  make  my  young  mafter  fport, 
"  by  fluttering  about  in  the  agonies  of  death  : 
"  and  when  I  was  quite  exhaufted,  and  could  no 
*  *  longer  ufe  my  wings,  he  was  bid  to  tread  up- 
**  on  me,  for  that  I  was  now  good  for  nothing  ; 
.*'  a  command  with  which  he  mercifully  com- 
"  plied,  and  in  a  moment  crufhed  me  to  atoms 
"  with  his  foot. 

"  FROM  a  COCKCHAFER  I  tranfmigrated  in- 
'*  to  an  EARTH-WORM,  and  found  myfelf  at 
**  the  bottom  of  a  farmer's  dunghill.  Under  this 
**  change  of  circumftances  I  comforted  myfelf 
"  by  confidering,  that  if  I  did  not  now  mount 
"  upon  the  wind,  and  tranfport  myfelf  from 
*'  place  to  place  with  a  fwiftnefs  almoft  equal  to 
**  thought,  yet  I  was  not  likely  either  to  pleafe 
**  or  to  offend  mankind,  both  of  which  were 
'*  equally  fatal;  and  I  hoped  to  fpend  my  life  in 

*'  peace. 


No.  5,  THE    ADVENTURER.  37 

"  peace,   by   efcaping   the  notice  of  the  moft 
"  cruel  of  all  creatures. 

"  BUT  I  did  not  long  enjoy  the  comfort  of 
"  thefe  reflections.  I  was  one  morning  difturbed 
"  by  an  unufual  noife,  and  perceived  the  ground 
"  about  me  to  fhake.  I  immediately  worked  my 
"  way  upward  to  difcover  the  caufe ;  and  the 
"  moment  I  appeared  above  the  furfacc,  I  was 
*'  eagerly  fnatched  up  by  a  man  who  had  ftuck  a 
"  dung-fork  into  the  ground,  and  moved  it  back- 
"  ward  and  forward  to  produce  the  effect  that  had 
"  now  happened.  I  was  put  into  a  broken  pan 
*'  with  many  other  aflbciates  in  misfortune,  and 
"  foon  after  difpofed  of  to  one  of  thofe  gentle 
"  fwains  who  delight  in  angling.  This  perfon 
"  carried  us  the  next  morning  to  the  brink  of  a 
"  river,  where  I  prefently  faw  him  take  out  one 
tc  of  my  companions,  and,  whittling  a  tune, 
"  pafs  a  barbed  hook  through  the  whole  length 
"  of  his  body,  entering  it  at  the  head  and  bring- 
"  ing  it  out  at  the  tail.  The  wretched  animal 
"  writhed  itfelf  on  the  bloody  hook,  in  torture 
"  which  cannot  be  conceived  by  man,  nor  felt 
"  by  any  creature  that  is  not  vital  in  every  part. 
*'  In  this  condition  he  was  fufpended  in  the  wa- 
**  ter  as  a  bait  for  fi£h>  till  he  was,  together  with 
*'  the  hook  on  which  he  huntj,  fwallowed  by  au 
*£  eel.  While  I  was  beholding  this  dreadful  fpec- 
"  taclc,  I  made  many  reflections  on  the  great 
JO  "  inequality 


38  THE      ADVENTURER.  'No.  5, 

46  inequality  between  the  pleafure  of  catching 
44  the  prey,  and  the  anguifh  inflicted  on  the 
44  bait.  But  thefe  reflections  were  prcfently 
44  after  loft,  in  the  fame  agonies  of  which  I  had 
44  been  a  fpectator. 

44  You  will  not  have  room  in  this  paper  to 
44  relate  all  that  I  fuftered  from  the  thoughtlefs 
•"  barbarity  of  mankind,  in  a  COCK,  a  LOB- 
44  6TER,  and  a  PIG:  let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  I 
44  fuffered  the  fame  kind  of  death  with  thofe 
44  who  are  broken  upon  the  wheel,  I  was  roafted 
*'  alive  before  a  flow  fire,  and  was  fcourged  to 
44  death  with  frnall  cords,  to  gratify  the  wanton 
•4  appetite  of  luxury,  or  contribute  to  the  merri- 
*4  ment  of  a  rabble." 

THUS  far  I  had  written  as  amanuenfis  to  an 
invifible  dictator;  when  my  dream  ftill  con- 
tinuing, I  felt  fomething  tickle  my  wrift,  and 
turning  my  eye  from  the  paper  to  fee  what  it 
was,  I  difcovered  a  FLEA,  which  I  immedi- 
ately caught  and  killed,  by  putting  it  into  the 
candle.  At  the  fame  inftant  the  FLEA  vanifhcd, 
and  a  young  LADY  of  exquifite  beauty  ftood 
before  me.  <4  Thoughtlefs  wretch,"  faid  fhe, 
44  thou  haft  again  changed  the  ftate  of  my  ex- 
44  iftence,  and  expofcd  me  to  ftill  greater  cala- 
*4  mities  than  any  that  I  have  yet  fuftered.  As 
*4  a  FLEA  1  was  thy  monitor,  and  as  a  P'LEA  I 
*4  might  have  efcnpcd  thy  cruelty  if  I  had  not 

4<  intended 
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"  intended  thy  inftruc~tion.  But  now  to  be  con- 
"  cealtd  is  impoflible,  and  it  is  therefore  impof- 
"  fible  to  be  fafe.  The  eyes  of  defire  are  upon 
"  me,  and  to  betray  me  to  infamy  and  guilt  will 
"  be  the  toil  of  perfeverance  and  the  ftudy  of 
"  reafon.  But  though  man  is  ftill  my  enemy, 
**  though  he  a/Tails  me  with  more  violence  and 
"  perfifts  with  more  obftinacy,  I  have  yet  lefs 
"  power  of  refiftance  ;  there  is  a  rebel  in  my 
*'  own  bofom  who  will  labour  to  give  me  up, 
'*  whofe  influence  is  perpetual,  and  perpetual 
"  influence  is  not  eafily  furmounted.  Publifh, 
"  however,  what  I  have  communicated  ;  if  any 
*'  man  fhall  be  reclaimed  from  a  criminal  inat- 
*'  tention  to  the  felicity  of  inferior  beings,  and 
"  reftrained  from  inflicting  pain  by  confidertng 
tc  the  effect  of  his  actions,  I  have  not  fuffered  in 
"  vain.  But  as  I  am  now  expofed  not  only  to 
*'  accidental  and  cafual  evils,  as  I  am  not  only  in 
"  danger  from  the  frolics  of  levity,  but  from  the 
*'  defigns  of  cunning;  to  atone  for  the  injury 
"  which  thou  haft  done  me,  let  the  ADVEN- 
"  TURER  warn  the  fex  of  every  wile  that  is  prac- 
<c  tifed  for  their  deftruction  ;  an4  deter  men  from 
"  the  attempt,  by  difplaying  the  aggravated  guilt, 
"  and  ihamelefs  difingenuity  of  aiTumingan  ap- 
*'  pearance  of  the  moft  ardent  and  tender  af- 
**  feciion,  only  to  overwhelm  with  unutterable 
*4  diflrefs  tlte  beauty  whom  love  has  made  cre- 
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*'  dulous,    and    innocence   keeps    unacquainted 
"  with  fufpicion." 

WHILE  I  liftened  to  this  addrefs,  my  heart 
throbhed  with  impatience  ;  and  the  effort  that 
I  made  to  reply>  awaked  me. 


NUMB.  6.  SATURDAY,  November  25,  1752. 

Nunc  auftioncm  facere  decretum  eft  mibi  : 
Foras  necej/um  eft,  quicquid  habeo,  venders. 
Adefte  fultiS)  preeda  erit  preefentlum. 
Logos  ridicules  venda.  PLAUT. 

I  am  obliged  to  part  with  my  whole  ftock,  and 
am  refolved  to  fell  it  by  auction:  you  that 
will  buy  make  hafte,  here  will  be  excellent 
pennyworths:  my  merchandize  is  jefts  and 
witticifms. 

LAST  Sunday  morning  I  was  diflurbed  very 
early  by  an  old  crony,  a  brother  of  the 
quill,  as  he  calls  himfelf,  who  burft  into  my 
chamber,  and  running  to  my  bed-fide,  "  Get 
"  up,  my  dear  friend,"  faid  he,  prefling  my 
hand  with  great  eagernefs;  "  I  have  fuch  news 
«'  for  you!  Here's  your  clothes;  make  hafte, 
"  let  me  beg  of  you." 

I  HAD  been  ufed,  at  each  return  of  the  fabbath, 
to  receive  a  vifit  from  my  old  acquaintance  about 

dinner 
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dinner  time;  but  I  could  not  imagine  what  had 
induced  him  to  give  me  this  morning  falutation. 
However,  I  huddled  on  my  clothes,  and  had 
fcarce  feated  him  by  the  fire-fide  in  my  ftudy, 
when  flinging  down  a  paper  very  much  blotted 
upon  the  table,  "  There,"  fays  he,  "  there's  a 
'*  fcheme  for  you,  my  old  boy  !  I  am  made  for 
"  ever — Read  it — I  am  made  for  ever." 

I  VERY  well  knew  my  friend's  foible:  he  has 
learning,  a  great  deal  of  vivacity,  and  fome 
judgment;  but  he  wants  the  necefiary  fteadinefs 
for  ferious  application.  He  is  continually  in  pur- 
fuit  of  new  projects,  but  will  not  allow  himfelf 
time  to  think  of  putting  them  in  execution.  He 
has  contracted  with  every  eminent  bookfeller  in 
town  for  works  of  which  he  had  only  conceived 
the  defign,  and  fcarce  ever  proceeded  beyond  the 
title-page  and  preface.  He  is  a  profefled  writer; 
and  of  a  genius  fo  extenfive,  that  all  fubjecb  are 
alike  to  him;  but  as  he  cannot  fubmit  to  the 
drudgery  of  corre&nefs,  his  performances  arc 
hurried  over  in  fo  flovenly  a  manner,  that  they 
hardly  procure  him  a  bare  fubfiilence.  He  is, 
therefore,  perpetually  exclaiming  againft  the 
tyranny  of  the  trade;  and  laments,  that  merit 
fhould  be  fo  much  difcouraged,  by  the  ignorance 
or  envy  of  the  town. 

I  HAD  often  experienced  the  fertility  of  his  in- 
vention, in  forming  fuch  projects  as  were  eafy  in 

theory 
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theory  but  impofiible  in  the  practice;  I  there- 
fore expelled  nothing  lefs  than  fuch  another 
whimfical  contrivance  as  his  laft,  "  for  making 
"  new  boards  out  of  fhavings :"  but  how  was  I 
furprized,  when  I  took  up  his  paper,  and  faw  at 
the  top  of  it  the  following  advertifement ! 

On  the  day  of  next 

Will  be  fold  by   A  U  C  T  I  O  N, 

A  curious  and  valuable  collection  of  manufcripts 
(warranted  originals)  in  profe  and  verfe: 

Being  the  entire  ftock  in  trade  of 

TIMOTHY  SPINBRAIN,  Author, 

Leaving  ofFBufmefs. 

As  I  could  not  help  fmiiing  at  the  conceit,  my 
friend  underltood  it  as  a  mark  of  my  approb 
and  fnatching  thefheetoutof  my  hand,  "  Well," 
fays  he,  "  don't  you  think  this  will  free  me 
"  from  the  impertinence  of  duns,  and  the  fefr- 
*'  vilify  of  fuing  to  thofeunconfcionabl-e  vu 
"  the  bookfellers,  for  more  copy-money  f  -Why, 
*<  man,  I  fhall  raife  an  eftate  by  it,  I  have  Uich 
"  an  infinite  number  of  tracts  on  political,  pole- 
"  mica),  philofophical,  phyfiological,  cecono- 
44  mical,  religious,  and  ir.iicellaneous  i\»: 

"  My 
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44  My  manufcripts,  let  me  tell  you,  are  of 
"  greater  utility,  and  confequently  more  valu- 
"  able,  than  thofe  in  the  Vatican  or  Bodleian 
"  libraries."  He  then  proceeded  to  defcant 
'on  the  particulars  of  his  plan  ;  not  forgetting  to 
enliven  his  difcourfe  with  many  fprightly  fallies 
againft  the  retailers  of  the  works  of  the  learned, 
thofe  blood-fuckers,  as  he  called  them,  of  the 
literary  commonwealth. 

"  SIR,  continued  he,  I  intend  to  ftrike  off  an 
"  impreffion  of  twenty  thoufand  copies  of  my  ca- 
*'  talogue,  to  be  diftributed  among  all  the  lovers 
*'  of  literature  throughout  the  three  kingdoms  j 
"  and  I  ihall  take  care  to  circulate  a  fufSlcient 
"  number  among  the  Virtuofi  in  Holland, 
*<  France,  Italy,  Spain,  Germany,  and  elfe- 
"  where.  I  will  juft  mention  to  you  fome  of  the 
"  chief  articles  that  enrich  my  collection. 

"  IN  politics,  I  have  an  infallible  fcheme  for 
**  ruining  the  French  power,  which,  I  fuppefe, 
"  will  be  bought  up  at  any  price,  by  commiiuon 
*'  from  abroad,  if  our  miniftry  liave  not  fpirit 
*'  enough  to  outbid  them.  I  have  another  for  a 
"  .coalition  of  parties,  which  will  prevent  all  dif- 
*•'  putes  at  the  next  general  election.  I  have  ano- 
"  thcr  for  discharging  the  national  debt,  which 
•'  I  contrived  in  gratitude  for  my  being  fet  at  li- 
•'  berty  by  the  laft  a6t  of  infolvency.  i  have  fe- 
'*  vcral  other  pamphlets  on  the  important  topics 

"  of 
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*'  of  liberty,  bribery,  and  corruption,  written 
44  on  both  fides  the  queftion ;  and  a  moft  curious 
44  collection  of  fpeeches  adapted  to  every  kind 
44  of  debate,  which  will  be  of  admirable  ufe  to 
44  young  members  of  parliament. 

44  IN  philofophy,  I  have  feveral  new  fyftems 
44  in  oppofition  to  the  prefent  received  opinions  : 
"  I  have  a  proof  that  the  earth  is  an  octagon; 
"  another,  that  the  fun  is  inhabited;  and  a 
*'  third,  that  the  moon  may,  for  aught  we  can 
44  tell  to  the  contrary,  be  made  of  a  green  cheefo. 
"  I  have  a  new  theory  of  optics;  demonftrating, 
44  that  darknefs  is  caufed  by  certain  tenebrificous 
'*  rays  oppugning,  obtunding,  fheathing,  and 
44  abforbing  the  rays  of  light.  I  have  refolved 
44  the  phcenomena  of  electricity  and  magnetifm  ; 
44  and  have  made  many  furprizing  improvements 
44  in  all  the  arts  and  fciences.  Thefe  I  fear 
44  will  be  carried  off  by  fome  German  profef- 
44  for,  who  will  thence  claim  the  merit  to  him- 
44  felf,  and  the  honour  of  the  difcovery  will  be 
44  attributed  to  his  nation. 

44  THOSE  who  are  fond  of  difplayinjr  their  ta- 
44  lerits  in  religious  difputes,  will  find  in  my  auc- 
44  tion,  fufficient  matter  for  their  various  alter- 
44  cations  ;  whether  they  are  Atheifts,  Deifts,  or 
*4  diftinguifhed  by  the  modeft  appellation  of  Free- 
44  thinkers.  There  is  fcarce  a  fed  among  the 
44  many  hundred,  whom  I  have  not  defended  or 

44  attacked  : 
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"  attacked  :  but  it  muft  not  be  concluded  from 
<c  thence,  that  I  have  been  biafled  more  towards 
"  one  than  another  j  as  you  know  the  faith  of 
"  an  author  is  out  of  the  queftion  ;  and  he  only 
"  writes  pro  or  con,  as  the  feveral  opinions  r.re 
"  more  or  lefs  embraced  or  exploded  in  the  world. 
"  I  have  got,  indeed,  fomc  infallible  arguments 
<l  againft  the  Pope's  infallibility  j  and  fome  pro- 
*'  bable  conjectures,  that  there  never  was  ("uch 
"  a  perfon  as  Mahomet;  both  which,  I  don't 
"  doubt,  will  be  bought  up  by  the  emilTaries  of 
"  Rome  and  Conftantinople." 

HERE  I  interrupted  my  friend,  by  afking  him, 
if  he  had  not  fomething  likewife  againft  the  Pa- 
triarch of  the  Greek  church  ;  or  a  ftrious  admo- 
nition againft  the  growth  of  Hottentotifin  among 
us.  He  anfwered  very  calmly,  "  I  ihould  fee 
"  in  the  catalogue,"  and  proceeded. 

"  THE  emiilaries  of  Conftantinople — Well 
"  — My  ftock  in  the  Belles  Lettres  is  almoft  in- 
"  exhauftible.  I  have  a  complete  fet  of  criti- 
"  cifms  on  all  the  ancient  authors,  and  a  larce 
'*  ftore  of  conjectural  emendations  on  the  old 
"  Englifh  claffics  :  I  have  feveral  new  eflays  in 
"  modern  wit  and  humour  ;  and  a  long  ftring  of 
44  papers  both  ferious  and  diverting,  for  peri- 
*'  odical  lucubrations  :  I  have,  I  know  not  how 
u  many  original  entertaining  novels,  as  well  as 
"  elegant  tranflations  from  the  French  j  with  a 

"  heap 
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"  heap  of  fmgle  pamphlets  on  the  moft  popular 
"  and  interefting  fubje&s.  My  poetry  will  con- 
(l  fift  of  every  article,  whether  tragedies,  co- 
"  medics,  farces,  mafques,  operas,  fonnets,  cau- 
"  tatas,  fongs,  paftorals,  fatires,  odes,  elegies  or 
"  epithalamiums  :  and  then,  fuch  a  load  of  epi- 
"  grams,  anagrams,  rebufles,  riddles,  acrofHcs, 
"  conundrums  !  which  you  know  will  fetch  a 
"  high  price  from  the  witlings,  and  the  proprie- 
"  tors  of  monthly  magazines.  To  wind  up  the 
"  whole,  there  (hall  be  feveral  diftincl:  lots  of 
"  title-pages  and  motto?,  and  dedications,  and 
"  prefaces,  and  plans  for  books. 

"  THUS,  my  dear  friend,  have  I  opened  to 
"  you  the  main  drift  of  my  defia;n  ;  and  I  believe, 
<*  at  a  moderate  computation — let  me  fee  — ay, 
*'  after  I  have  clear'd  myfelf  in  the  world,  I  (hail 
"  be  able  to- ret  ire  into  the  country,  let  me  tell 
"  you,  with  a  pretty  fortune  in  my  pocket.  But 
*c  before  I  begin  my  fale,  if  you  can  find  any 
"  thing  that  will  fuit  your  ADVENTURER,  as 
"  you  are  an  old  acquaintance,  you  fnall  have- 
"  it  at  your  own  price." 

I  THANKED  Mr.  SpiNBRAiN  for  his  genteel 
offer,  nnd  heartily  congratulated  him  onthepro- 
fpe6l  of  his  pretty  fortune  :  but  I  could  not  help 
enquiring,  where  all  thefe  immenfe  ftores  of  lite- 
rature were  lodged,  as  I  never  had  obferved  any 
thing  but  loofe  fcraps  of  paper  fcattered  about  his 

room, 
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room,  and  one  book  of  "  loci  communes,"  or 
"  hints,"  as  he  called  them,  placed  upon  the 
chimney-piece.  "  Ha  !"  fays  he,  "  that's  true; 
"  I  forgot  to  mention  that :  why,  indeed,  they 
"  are  none  of  them  quite  finifhed  as  yet :  but  I 
"  have  got  the  rough  draughts  of  moft  fome- 
"  where  :  befides  I  have  it  all  here,"  pointing  to 
his  forehead.  I  advifed  him  to  fet  about  it  di- 
rectly ;  and  in  the  evening,  when  we  parted,  he 
rcfolved  not  to  go  to  bed  till  he  had  perfected  his 
fcheme.  Yefterday  morning  I  received  a  note 
from  him,  acquainting  me  that  he  had  laid  afide 
all  thoughts  of  his  auction  ;  becaufe,  as  he  ima- 
gined, the  maid  had  inadvertently  lighted  his  fire 
with  the  beft  of  his  materials. 

THE  reftleiTncfs  of  my  friend's  chimerical  ge- 
nius will  not,  however,  let  him  entirely  give  up 
the  point  :  and  though  he  has  been  difappointed 
in  this  mighty  project,  yet  he  informs  me,  he  has 
hit  upon  a  fcheme  equally  advantageous,  which 
fhall  monopolize  the  whole  bufmefs  of  fcribbling, 
and  he  offers  to  take  me  into  partnerfhip  wrth  him. 
"  Ah,"  fays  he,  "  we  fhall  humble  thofe  fellows 
"  — We  need  not  care  a  farthing  for  Mr.  Bibli- 
"  opol '." — His  defign  is  to  open  a  NEW  LITE- 
RARY WAREHOUSE,  or  UNIVERSAL  REGISTER 
OFFICE  for  WIT  and  LEARNING.  The  parti- 
culars he  has  promifed  to  communicate  to  me  to- 
morrow :  hi  the  mean  time,  he  defires  me  to  ad- 
vance 
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vance  him  a  trifle,  to  buy   paper  for  a  poem  on 
the  late  theatrical  difputes. 
A 


NUMB.  7.  TUESDAY,  November  28,  1/52. 

Sit  mi  hi  fits  aiidlta  loqul—  VIRG. 

What  I  have  heard,  permit  me  to  relate. 

I  RECEIVED,  a  few  weeks  ago,  an  account  of 
the  death  of  a  lady  vvhofe  name  is  known 
to  .many,  but  the  "  eventful  hiftory"  of  whofe 
life  has  been  communicated  to  few  :  to  me  it  has 
been  often  related  during  a  long  and  intimate  ac- 
quaintance ;  and  as  there  is  not  a  fingle  perfon 
living,  upon  whom  the  making  it  public  can  re- 
flect unmerited  dimonour,  or  whofe  delicacy  or 
virtue  can  fuffcr  by  the  relation,  I  think  I  owe 
to  mankind  a  feries  of  events  from  which  the 
wretched  may  derive  comfort,  and  the  moft  for- 
lorn may  be  encouraged  to  hope  j  as  mifery  is 
alleviated  by  the  contemplation  of  yet  deeper 
diftrefs,  and  the  mind  fortified  againft  defpair 
by  inftances  of  unexpected  relief. 

THE  father  of  MELISSA  was  the  younger  fon 

of  a  country  gentleman  who  poflefled  an  eftate  of 

'  about  five  hundred  a  year  j  but  as  this  was  to  be 

the 
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the  inheritance  of  the  elder  brother,  and  as  there 
were  three  fifters  to  be  provided  for,  he  was  at 
about  fixteen  taken  from  Eton  fchool,  and  ap- 
prenticed to  a  confiderable  merchant  at  Briftol. 
The  young  gentleman,  whofe  imagination  had 
been  fired  by  the  exploits  of  heroes,  the  victories 
gained  by  magnanimous  prefumption,  and  the 
wonders  difcovered  by  daring  curiofity,  was  not 
difpofed  to  con  fid  er  the  acquifition  of  wealth  as 
the  limit  of  his  ambition,  or  the  repute  of  honeft 
induftry  as  the  total  of  his  fame.  He  regarded 
his  fituation  as  fervile  and  ignominious,  as  the 
degradation  of  his  genius  and  the  preclufion  of 
his  hopes ;  and  longing  to  go  in  fearch  of  ad- 
ventures, he  neglected  his  bufinefs  as  unworthy 
of  his  attention,  heard  the  remonftrances  of  his 
mafter  with  a  kind  of  fullen  difdain,  and  after 
two  years  legal  flavery  made  his  efcape,  and  at 
the  next  town  enlifted  himfelf  a  foldier;  not 
doubting  but  that,  by  his  military  merit  and  the 
fortune  of  war,  he  fhould  return  a  general  officer, 
to  the  confufion  of  thofe  who  would  have  buried 
him  in  the  obfcurity  of  a  compting-houfe.  He 
found  means  effectually  to  elude  the  enquiries  of 
his  friends,  as  it  was  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  prevent  their  officious  endeavours  to  ruin  his 
project  and  obftruct  his  advancement. 

HE  was  fent  with  other  recruits  to  London,  ' 
and  foon  after  quartered  with  the  reft  of  his  com- 
VOL.  I.  D  pany 
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pany  in  a  part  of  the  country,  which  was  fo  re- 
mote from  all  with  whom  he  hacl  any  connection, 
that  he  no  longer  dreaded  a  difcovery. 

IT  happened  that  he  went  one  day  to  the  houfe 
of  a  neighbouring  gentleman  with  his  comrade, 
who  was  become  acquainted  with  the  chamber- 
maid, and  by  her  intereft  admitted  into  the 
kitchen.  This  gentleman,  whofe  age  was  fome- 
thing  more  than  fixty,  had  been  about  two  years 
married  to  a  fecond  wife,  a  young  woman  who 
had  been  well  educated  and  lived  in  the  polite 
world,  but  had  no  fortune.  By  his  firft  wife, 
who  had  been  dead  about  ten  years,  he  had  fe- 
veral  children  ;  the  youngeft  was  a  daughter  who 
had  juft  entered  her  feventcenth  year;  fhe  was 
very  tall  for  her  age,  had  a  fine  complexion, 
good  features,  and  was  well  fliaped  j  but  her  fa- 
ther, whofe  affection  for  her  was  mere  inftinft, 
as  much  as  that  of  a  brute  for  its  young,  utterly 
neglected  her  education.  It  was  impofiible  for 
him,  he  faid,  to  live  without  her  j  and  as  he 
could  not  afford  to  have  her  attended  by  a  go- 
vernefs  and  proper  mafters  in  a  place  fo  remote 
from  London,  fhe  was  fuffered  to  continue  illi- 
terate and  unpolifhed  ;  fhe  knew  no  entertain- 
ment higher  than  a  game  at  romps  with  the 
fervants  ;  fhe  became  their  confident,  and  trufted 
them  in  return,  nor  did  fhe  think  herfelf  happy 
any  where  but  in  the  kitchen. 

10  A» 
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As  the  capricious  fondnefs  of  her  father  had 
never  conciliated  her  affection,  ftie  perceived  it 
abate  upon  his  marriage  without  regret.  She 
fuffered  no  new  reftraint  from  her  new  mother, 
who  obferved  with  a  fecret  fatisfaction  that  mifs 
had  been  ufed  to  hide  herfelf  from  vifitors,  as 
neither  knowing  how  to  behave  nor  being  fit  to 
be  feen,  and  chofe  rather  to  conceal  her  defects 
by  excluding  her  from  company,  than  to  fupply 
them  by  putting  her  to  a  boarding  fchool. 

Miss,  who  had  been  told  by  Betty  that  (he 
expected  her  fweetheart,  and  that  they  were  to 
be  merry,  ftole  down  flairs,  and,  without  fcruple, 
made  one  in  a  party  at  blindman.'s  buff.  The, 
foldier  of  fortune  was  {truck  with  her  perfon, 
and  difcovered,  or  thought  he  difcovered,  in  the 
fimplicity  of  nature,  fome  graces  which  are  po- 
lifhed  away  by  the  labour  of  art.  However, 
nothing  that  had  the  appearance  of  an  adventure 
could  be  indifferent  to  him  ;  and  his  vanity  was 
flattered  by  the  hope  of  carrying  off  a  young 
lady  under  the  difguife  of  a  common  foldier, 
without  revealing  his  birth,  or  boafting  of  his 
expectations. 

IN  this  attempt  he  became  very  affiduous,  and 
fucceeded.      The    company    being    ordered    to 
another  place,  Betty  and  her  young  miftrefs  de- 
parted early  in  the  morning  with  her  gallants ; 
D  2  and 
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and  there  being  a  privileged  chapel  in  the  next 
town,  they  were  married. 

THE  old  gentleman,  as  foon  as  he  was  in- 
formed that  his  daughter  was  miffing,  made  fo 
diligent  and  fcrupulous  an  inquiry  after  her,  that 
he  learned  with  whom  and  which  way  (he  was 
gone  :  he  mounted  his  horfe,  and  purfued  her, 
not  without  curfes  and  imprecations  ;  difcovering 
rather  the  tranfports  of  rage  than  the  emotion  of 
tendernefs,  and  refenting  her  offence  rather  as  the 
rebellion  of  a  flave  than  the  difobedience  of  a 
child.  He  did  not,  however,  overtake  them  till 
the  marriage  had  been  confummated  ;  of  which 
when  he  was  informed  by  the  hufband,  he  turned 
from  him  with  expreflions  of  brutality  and  in- 
dignation, fwearing  never  to  forgive  a  fault 
which  he  had  taken  no  care  to  prevent. 

THE  young  couple,  notwithstanding  their 
union  frequently  doubled  their  diftrefs,  ftill  con- 
tinued fond  of  each  other.  The  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize  and  the  hope  of  prefumption  were  not  yet 
quelled  in  the  young  foldier ;  and  he  received 
orders  to  attend  king  William,  when  he  went  to 
the  fiege  of  Namur,  with  exultation  and  tranf- 
port,  believing  his  elevation  to  independence  and 
diftin&ion  as  certain  as  if  he  had  been  going  to 
take  pofleffion  of  a  title  and  eftate.  His  wife 
who  had  been  fome  months  pregnant,  as  fhe  had 
no  means  of  fubfiilence  in  his  abfence,  procured 

a  paffnge 
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a  pafiage  with  him.  When  fhe  came  on  fhore 
and  mingled  with  the  crowd  that  followed  the 
camp,  wretches  who  without  compunction  wade 
'in  human  blood  to  ftrip  the  dying  and  the  dead, 
to  whom  horror  is  become  familiar  and  com- 
pnfTion  impoffible,  fhe  was  terrified  :  the  difcourfe 
of  the  women,  rude  and  unpolifhed  as  fhe  was, 
covered  her  with  confufion  ;  and  the  brutal  fa- 
miliarity of  the  men  filled  her  with  indignation 
and  difguft  :  her  maid,  Betty,  who  had  alfo  at- 
tended her  hufband,  was  the  only  perfon  with 
whom  fhe  could  converfe,  and  from  whom  fhe 
could  hope  the  ailiftancc  of  which  fhe  was  fo 
foon  to  fland  in  need. 

IN  the  mean  time  fhe  found  it  difficult  to  fub- 
fift  j  but  accidentally  hearing  the  name  of  an  of- 
ficer, whom  fhe  remembered  to  have  vifited  her 
mother  foon  after  her  marriage,  fhe  applied  to 
him,  told  him  her  name,  and  requefted  that  he 
would  afford  her  his  protection,  and  permit  her 
to  take  care  of  his  linen.  With  this  requeft  the 
captain  complied  j  her  circumftances  became  !efs 
diftrefied,  and  her  mind  more  eafy  :  but  new  ca- 
lamity fuddenly  overtook  her  ;  fhe  faw  her  huf- 
band march  to  an  engagement  in  the  morning, 
and  faw  him  brought  back  defperately  wounded 
at  night.  The  next  day  he  was  removed  m  a 
waggon  with  many  others  who  were  in  the  fame 
condition,  to  a  place  of  greater  fafety,  at  the 
D  3  diftance 
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diftance  of  about  three  leagues,  where  proper 
care  might  be  taken  of  their  wounds.  She  in- 
treated  the  captain  to  let  her  go  in  the  waggon 
with  him  ;  but  to  this  he  could  not  confent,  be- 
caufe  the  waggon  would  be  filled  with  thole  who 
neither  were  able  to  walk,  nor  could  be  left  be- 
hind. He  promifed,  however,  that  if  fhe  would 
itay  till  the  next  day,  he  would  endeavour  to 
procure  her  a  pafTage  ;  but  fhe  chofe  rather  to 
follow  the  waggon  on  foot,  than  to  be  abfent 
from  her  hufband.  She  could  not,  however, 
keep  pace  with  it,  and  fhe  reached  the  hofpitai 
but  juft  time  enough  to  kneel  down  by  him  upon 
fome  clean  ftraw,  to  fee  him  fink  under  the  lait 
agony,  and  hear  the  groan  that  is  repeated  no 
more.  The  fatigue  of  the  journey,  and  th 
turbation  of  her  mind,  immediately  threw  her 
into  labour,  and  {he  lived  but  to  be  delivered  of 
MELISSA,  who  was  thus  in  the  moft  helplefs 
flate  left  without  father,  mother,  or  friend,  in  a 
foreign  country,  in  circumftanccs  which  could 
afford  no  hope  of  reward  to  the  tendernefs  that 
(hould  attempt  the  prefervation  of  her  life,  and 
amona;  perfons  who  were  become  obdurate  and 
infenfible,  by  having  been  long  ufcd  to  fee  every 
fpecies  of  diftrefs. 

IT  happened  that,  among  thofe  whom  accident 
or  diftrefs  had  brought  together  at  the  biith  of 
MELISSA,  there  was  a  young  woman,  whole 

hufband 
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hufband  had  fallen  in  the  late  engagement,  and 
who  a  few  days  before  had  loft  a  little  boy  that 
fhe  fuckled.  This  perfon,  rather  perhaps  to  re- 
lieve herfelf  from  an  inconveniency,  than  in  com- 
paffion  to  the  orphan,  put  it  to  her  breaft  :  but 
whatever  was  her  motive,  fhe  believed  that  the 
affording  fuftenance  to  the  living,  conferred  a 
right  to  the  apparel  of  the  dead,  of  which  (he 
therefore  took  poflefiion  ;  but  in  fearching  her 
pocket  foe  found  only  a  thimble,  the  remains  of 
a  pocket  looking-glafs,  about  the  value  of  a 
penny  in  Dutch  money,  and  the  certificate  of  her 
marriage.  The  pap:r,  which  ilie  could  not 
read,  (he  gave  afterwards  to  the  captain,  who 
was  touched  with  pitv  at  the  relation  which  an 
inquiry  after  his  hundrefs  produced.  He  com- 
mended the  woman  who  had  preferved  the  infant, 
and  put  her  into  the  place  of  its  mother.  This 
encouraged  her  to  continue  her  care  of  it  till  the 
captain  returned  to  England,  with  whom  fhe 
alfo  returned,  and  became  his  fervant. 

THIS  gentleman,  as  foon  as  he  had  fettled  his 
immediate  concerns,  fent  MELISSA  under  the 
care  of  her  nurfe  to  her  grandfather;  and  inclofed 
the  certificate  of  her  mother's  marriage  in  a  letter 
containing  an  account  of  her  death,  and  the 
means  by  which  the  infant  had  been  preferved. 
He  knew  that  thofe  who  had  been  once  dear  to 
us,  by  whatever  offence  they  may  have  alienated 
D  4  our 
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our  affection  when-  living,  are  generally  remem- 
bered with  tendernefs  when  dead  ;  and  that  after 
.  the  grave  has  flickered  them  from  our  refentment, 
and  rendered  reconciliation  impoffible,  we  often 
regret  as  fevere  that  conduct  which  before  we 
approved  as  juft  :  he,  therefore,  hoped,  that  the 
parental  fondnefs  which  an  old  man  had  once 
felt  for  his  daughter,  would  revive  at  the  fight 
of  her  offspring  ;  that  the  memory  of  her  fault 
would  be  loft  in  the  fenfe  of  her  misfortunes  j  and 
that  he  would  endeavour  to  atone  for  that  inexo- 
rable refentment  which  produced  them,  by  che- 
riihing  a  life  to  which  fhe  had,  as  it  were,  tranf- 
ferred  her  own.  But  in  thefe  expectations,  how- 
ever reasonable,  he  was  miftaken.  The  old  man, 
when  he  was  informed  by  the  meffenger  that  the 
child  {he  held  in  her  arms  was  his  grand-daughter, 
whom  {he  was  come  to  put  under  his  protection, 
refufed  to  examine  the  contents  of  the  letter, 
and  difmiffed  her  with  menaces  and  infult.  The 
knowledge  of  every  uncommon  event  foon  be- 
comes general  in  a  country  town.  An  uncle  of 
MELISSA'S,  who  had  been  rejected  by  his  fa- 
ther for  having  married  his  maid,  heard  tkis 
f'reih  inftance  of  his  brutality  with  grief  and  in- 
dignation ;  he  fent  immediately  for  the  child  and 
the  letter,  and  allured  the  fervant  that  his  niece 
fhould  want  nothing  which  he  could  beftow  :  to 
bcftowmuch,  indeed,  was  not  in  his  power,  for 

hi* 
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his  father  havingobftinat-ly  perfifted  inhisrefent- 
ment,  his  whole  fupport  was  a  little  farm  which 
he  rented  of  the  'fquire  :  but  as  he  was  a  good 
ceconomifl  and  had  no  children  of  his  own,  he 
lived  decently  ;  nor  did  he  throw  away  content, 
becaufe  his  father  had  denied  him  affluence. 

MELISSA,  who  was  compaflionatcd  for  her 
mother's  misfortunes,  of  which  her  uncle  had 
been  particularly  informed  by  her  maid  Betty, 
who  had  returned  a  widow  to  her  friends  in  the 
country,  was  not  lefs  beloved  for  her  own  good 
qualities  ;  fhe  was  taught  to  read  and  write,  and 
work  at  her  needle,  as  foon  as  fhe  was  able  to 
learn  ;  and  {lie  was  taken  notice  of  by  all  the 
gentry  as  the  prettieft  girl  in  the  place  :  but  her 
aunt  died  when  fhe  was  about  eleven  years  old, 
and  before  fhe  was  thirteen  fhe  loft  her  uncle. 

SHE  was  now  again  thrown  back  upon  the 
world,  ftill  helplefs  though  her  wants  were  in- 
creafed,  and  wretched  in  proportion  as  fhe  had 
known  happinefs  :  fhe  looked  back  with  anguifh, 
and  forward  with  diftraclion  ;  a  fit  of  crying  had 
juft  afforded  her  a  momentary  relief,  when  the 
'fquire,  who  had  been  informed  of  the  death  pf 
his  tenant,  fcnt  for  her  to  his  houfe.  This  gentle- 
man had  heard  her  ftory  from  her  uncie,  and  was 
unwilling  that  a  life  which  had  been  preferved 
almoft  by  miracle,  fhould  at  laft  be  abandoned 
to  mifery  ;  he  therefore  determined  to  receive  her 
D  5  into 
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into  his  family,  not  as  a  fervant  but  as  a  com- 
panion to  his  daughter,  a  young  lady  finely  ac- 
complifhed,  and  now  about  fifteen.  The  old 
gentleman  was  touched  with  her  diftrefs,  and 
mifs  received  her  with  great  tendernefs  and  com- 
placency :  fhe  wiped  away  her  tears,  and  of  the 
intolerable  anguifh  of  her  mind,  nothing  re- 
mained but  a  tender  remembrance  of  her  uncle, 
whom  fhe  loved  and  reverenced  as  a  parent.  She 
had  now  courage  to  examine  the  contents  of  a 
little  box  which  he  had  put  into  her  hand  juft 
before  he  expired  ;  fhe  found  in  it  only  the  cer- 
tificate of  her  mother's  marriage,  enclofed  in 
the  captain's  letter,  and  an  account  of  the  events 
that  have  been  before  related,  which  her  uncle 
had  put  down  as  they  came  to  his  knowledge  : 
the  train  of  mournful  ideas  that  now  rufhed 
upon  her  mind,  rajfed  emotions  which,  if  they 
could  not  be  fupprefied  by  reafon,  were  foon 
deftroyed  by  their  own  violence. 
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NUMB.  8.    SATURDAY,  December  2,  1752- 


Ci  ct  vofmet  rebus  fervate  fecundis.    VIRG- 
Endure  and  conquer,  live  for  better  fate. 

IN  this  family,  which  in  a  few  weeks  after  re- 
turned to  London,  MELISSA  foon  became 
a  favourite  :  the  good  'fquire  fee  v.ed  to  confider 
her  as  his  child,  and  mifs  as  her  fifter  ;  ihe  was 
taught  dancing  and  mufic,  introduced  to  the  bell 
company,  elegantly  drefled,  and  allowed  fuch 
fums  as  were  necefiary  for  trivial  expences. 
Youth  feldom  fuffers  the  dread  of  to-morrow  to 
intrude  upon  the  enjoyment  of  to-day,  but  rather 
regards  prefent  felicity  as  the  pledge  of  future  : 
MELISSA  was  probably  as  happy  as  if  ihe  had 
been  in  the  actual  poffeflion  of  a  fortune,  that,  tu 
the  eafe  and  fplendor  which  fhe  enjoyed  already, 
would  have  added  (lability  and  independence. 

SHE  was  now  in  her  eighteenth  year,  and  the 
only  fon  of  her  benefactor  was  juft  come  from 
the  univerfity  to  fpend  the  winter  with  his  father 
in  town.  He  was  charmed  with  her  peribn,  be- 
haviour, and  difcourfe;  and  what  he  could  not 
but  admire,  he  took  every  opportunity  to  com- 
•mend.  She  foon  perceived  that  he  fhewed  par- 
ticular marks  of  refpedt  to  her,  when  he  thought 
they  would  not  be  perceived  by  others  j.  and 
D  6  that 
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that  he  endeavoured  to  recommend  himfelf  by  an 
officious  affiduity,  and  a  dilrgent  attention  to  the 
nioft  minute  circumftances  that  might  contribute 
to  her  pleafure.  But  this  behaviour  of  the  young 
gentleman,  however  it  might  gratify  her  vanity, 
could  not  fail  to  alarm  her  fear  :  fhe  forefaw,  that 
if  what  fhe  had  remarked  in  his  conduct  fhould 
be  perceived  by  his  father  or  fifler,  the  peace  of 
the  family  would  be  deftroyed  ;  and  that  fhe  muft 
either  be  fhipwrecked  in  the  ftorm,  or  thrown 
overboard  to  appeafe  it.  She  therefore  affedted 
not  to  perceive,  that  more  than  a  general  com- 
plaifance  was  intended  by  her  lover  ;  and  hoped 
that  he  would  thus  be  difcouraged  from  making 
an  explicit  declaration  :  but  though  he  was  mor- 
tified at  her  difregard  of  that  which  he  knew  fhe 
could  not  but  fee,  yet  he  determined  to  addrefs 
her  in  fuch  terms  as  fhould  not  leave  this  pro- 
voking neutrality  in  her  power  :  though  he  reve- 
renced her  virtue,  yet  he  feared  too  much  the 
anger  of  his  father  to  think  of  making  her  his 
wife ;  and  he  was  too  deeply  enamoured  of  her 
beauty,  to  relinquifh  his  hopes  of  pofTcffing  her 
as  a  miftrefs.  An  opportunity  for  the  execution 
of  his  purpofe  was  not  long  wanting  :  fhe  re- 
ceived his  general  profeflions  of  love  with  levity 
and  merriment ;  but  when  fhe  perceived  that  his 
view  was  to  feduce  her  to  proftitution,  fhe  burfr. 
.into  tears,  and  fell  back  in  an  agony  unable  to 
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fpeak.  He  was  immediately  touched  with  grief 
and  remorfe;  his  tendernefs  was  alarmed  at  her 
diftrefs,  and  his  efteem  encreafed  by  her  virtue; 
he  catched  her  in  his  arms,  and  as  an  atonement 
for  the  infult  fhe  had  received,  he  offered  her 
marriage  :  but  as  her  chaftity  would  not  fuffer  her 
to  become  his  miftrefs,  neither  would  her  grati- 
tude permit  her  to  become  his  wife;  and  as  foon 
as  fhe  was  fufficiently  recollected,  (he  intreated 
him  never  more  to  urge  her  to  violate  the  obli- 
gation {he  was  under  either  to  herfelf  or  to  her 
benefaftor :  "  Would  not,"  faid  fhe,  "  the  pr«> 
"  fence  of  a  wretch  whom  you  had  feduced  from 
"  innocence  and  peace  to  remorfe  and  guilt, 
"  perpetually  upbraid  you  ;  and  would  you  not 
"  always  fear  to  be  betrayed  by  a  wife,,  whofe 
"  fidelity  no  kindnefs  could  fecure;  who  had 
"  broken  all  the  bands  that  reftrain  the  generous 
"  and  the  good  ;  and  who  by  an  act  of  the  moft 
"  flagitious  ingratitude  had  at  once  reached  the 
"  pinnacle  of  guilt,  to  which  others  afcend  by 
"  imperceptible  gradations?" 

Thcfe  objections,  though  they  could  neither 
be  obviated  nor  evaded,  had  yet  no  tendency  to 
fubdue  defire;  he  loved  with  greater  delicacy,  but 
with  more  ardour;  and  as  he  could  not  always 
forbear  expoftulations,  neither  could  fhe  always 
filence  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  moft  ef- 
fectually prevent  their  being  repeated.  Such  was 

one 
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one  morning  the  fituation  of  the  two  lovers  :  he 
had  taken  her  hand  into  his,  and  was  fpeaking 
with  great  eagernefs  j  while  fhe  regarded  him 
with  akind  of  timorous  complacency,and  liftened 
to  him  with  an  attention  which  her  heart  con- 
demned :  his  father,  in  this  tender  moment,  in 
•which  their  powers  of  perception  were  mutually 
engrolFed  by  each  other,  came  near  enough  to 
hear  that  his  heir  had  made  propofals  of  mar- 
riage, and  retired  without  their  knowledge. 

As  he  did  not  dream  that  fuch  a  propofal 
could  poffibly  be  reje&ed  by  a  girl  in  MELISSA'S 
fituation,  imagining  that  every  woman  believed 
her  virtue  to  be  inviolate,  if  her  perfon  was  not 
proftituted,  he  took  his  meafures  accordingly. 
It  was  near  the  time  in  which  his  family  had 
been  ufed  to  remove  into  the  country :  he, 
therefore,  gave  orders,  that  every  thing  fhould  be 
immediately  prepared  for  the  journey,  and  that 
the  coach  fhould  be  ready  at  fix  the  next  morning, 
a  man  and  horfe  being  difpatched  in  the  mean 
time  to  give  notice  of  their  arrival.  The  young 
folks  were  a  little  furprized  at  this  fudden  re- 
moval ;  but  though  the  'fquire  was  a  good-na- 
tured man,  yet  as  he  governed  his  family  with 
high  authority,  and  as  they  perceived  fomething 
had  offended  him,  they  did  not  enquire  the 
reafon,  nor  indeed  did  they  fufpecl:  it.  MELISSA 
packed  up  her  things  as  ufual :  and  in  the  morning 

the 
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the  young  gentleman  and  his  fitter  having  by 
their  father's  orders  got  into  the  coach,  he  called 
MELISSA  into  the  parlour  j  where  in  a  few  words, 
but  with  great  acrimony,  he  reproached  her  with 
having  formed  a  defign  to  marry  his  fon  without 
his  confent,  an  aft  of  ingratitude  which  he  faid 
juftified  him  in  upbraiding  her  with  the  favours 
which  he  had  already  conferred  upon  her,  and  in 
a  refolution  he  had  taken  that  a  bank  bill  of  fifty 
pounds,  which  he  then  put  into  her  hand,  fhould 
be  the  laft :  adding,  that  He  expected  flic  fhould 
within  one  week  leave  the  houfe.  To  this  heavy 
charge  flie  was  not  in  a  condition  to  reply ;  nor 
did  he  ftay  to  fee  whether  fhe  would  attempt  it^ 
but  haftily  got  into  the  coach,  which  immediately 
drove  from  the  door. 

THUS  was  MELISSA  a  third  time,  by  a  fudden 
and  unexpected  defertion,  expofed  to  penury  and 
diftrefs,  with  this  aggravation,  that  cafe  and  af- 
fluence were  become  habitual ;  and  that  though 
fhe  was  not  fo  helplefs  as  at  the  death  of  her 
uncle,  fhe  was  expofed  to  yet  greater  danger ;  for 
few  that  have  been  ufed  to  flumber  upon  down, 
and  wake  to  feftivity,  can  refift  the  allurements 
of  vice,  who  ftill  offers  eafe  and  plenty,  when  the 
alternative  are  a  flock  bed  and  a  garret,  fhort 
meals,  coarfe  apparel,  and  perpetual  labour. 

MELISSA,  as  foon  as  fhe  had  recovered  from 
the  ftupor  which  had  feized  her  upon  fo  aftp- 

nifhing 
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nifhing  and  dreadful  a  change  of  fortune,  deter- 
mined not  to  accept  the  bounty  of  a  perfon  v/ho 
imagined  her  to  be  unworthy  of  it ;  nor  to  at- 
tempt her  juftification,  while  it  would  render  her 
\eracity  fufpe&ed,  and  appear  to  proceed  only 
from  the  hope  of  being  reftored  to  a  ftate  of 
fplendid  dependence,  from  which  jealoufy  or 
caprice  might  again  at  any  time  remove  her, 
without  caufe  and  without  notice :  (he  had  not, 
indeed,  any  hope  of  being  ever  able  to  defend 
herfelf  againft  her  accufer  upon  equal  terms;  nor 
did  (he  know  how  to  fubfift  a  fmgle  day,  when 
fhe  had  returned  his  bill  and  quitted  his  houfe  : 
yet  fuch  was  the  dignity  of  her  fpirit,  that  {he 
immediately  inclofed  it  in  a  blank  cover,  di- 
rected to  him  at  his  country  feat,  and  calling  up 
the  maid  who  had  been  left  to  take  care  of  the 
houfe,  fent  her  immediately  with  it  to  the  Poft- 
office.  The  tears  then  burft  out,  which  the  agi- 
tation of  her  mind  had  before  reftrained  ;  and 
when  the  fervant  returned,  {he  told  her  all  that 
had  happened,  and  afked  her  advice  what  file 
fliould  do.  The  girl,  after  the  firft  emotions  of 
wonder  and  pity  had  fubfided,  told  her  that  {he 
had  a  fifter  who  lodged  in  a  reputable  houfe,  and 
took  in  plain-work,  to  whom  {he  would  be  wel- 
come-, as  me  could  aflift  her  in  her  bufinefs,  of 
which  me  had  often  more  than  me  could  do ;  and 
with  whom  {he  might  continue  till  fome  n>ore 

eligible 
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eligible  fituation  could  be  obtained.  MELISSA 
liftened  to  this  propofal  as  to  the  voice  of  Heaven ; 
her  mind  was  fuddenly  relieved  from  the  moil 
tormenting  perplexity,  from  the  dread  of  wan- 
dering about  without  money  or  employment, 
expofed  to  the  menaces  of  a  beadle,  or  the 
infults  of  the  rabble  :  fhe  was  in  hafte  to  fecure 
her  good  fortune,  and  felt  fome  degree  of  pain 
left  flie  fhould  lofe  it  by  the  earlier  application  of 
another ;  fhe  therefore  went  immediately  with 
the  maid  to  her  fifter,  with  whom  it  was  foon 
agreed  that  MELISSA  fhould  work  for  her  board 
and  lodging ;  for  fhe  would  not  confent  to  accept 
as  a  gift,  that  which  fhe  could  by  any  means  de- 
ferve  as  a  payment. 

WHILE  MELISSA  was  a  journeywoman  to  a 
perfon,  who  but  a  few  weeks  before  would  have 
regarded  her  with  envy,  and  approached  her  with 
confufion  ;  it  happened  that  a  fuit  of  linen  was 
brought  from  the  milliner's  wrapped  up  in  a 
news-paper  :  the  linen  was  put  into  the  work- 
bafket,  and  the  paper  being  thrown  carelefsly 
about,  MELISSA  at  laft  catched  it  up,  and  was 
about  to  read  it;  but  perceiving  that  it  had  been 
publilhed  a  fortnight,  was  juft  going;  to  put  it  into 
the  fire,  when  by  an  accidental  glance  fhe  faw 
her  father's  name  :  this  immediately  engaged  her 
attention,  and  with  great  perturbation  of  mind 
fhe  read  an  advertisement,  in  which  her  father, 

faid 
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faid  to  have  left  his  friends  about  eighteen  years 
before,  and  to  have  entered  either  into  the  army 
or  the  navy,  was  directed  to  apply  to  a  perfon  in 
Staples  Inn,  who  could  inform  him  of  fomething, 
greatly  to  his  advantage.  To  this  perfon  ME- 
LISSA applied  with  all  the  ardor  of  curiofity,  and 
all  the  tumult  of  expectation :  {he  was  informed 
that  the  elder  brother  of  the  perfon  mentioned  in 
the  advcrtifement  was  lately  dead,  unmarried ; 
that  he  was  poficfied  of  fifteen  hundred  a  year, 
five  hundred  of  which  had  defcendcd  to  him  from 
his  father,*and  one  thoufand  had  been  left  him  by 
an  uncle,  which  upon  his  death,  there  being  no 
male  heir,  h;.J  been  claimed  by  his  fillers  ;  but 
that  a  miftrefs  who  had  lived  with  him  many 
ye^rs,  and  who  had  been  trer.icd  by  the  fuppof-d 
heireiies  with  too  much  feverity  and  contempt,, 
had  in  the  bitternefs  of  her  rcfcntmcnt  publifhed 
the  advertifement,  having  heard  in  the  family 
that  there  was  a  younger  brother  abroad. 

THE  conflict  of  different  paflions  that  were 
r.t  once  excited  with  uncommon  violence  in  the 
brcaft  of  MELISSA,  deprived  her  for  a  time  of 
the  power  of  reflection ;  and  when  (he  became 
more  calm,  file  knew  not  by  wha^  method  to  at- 
tempt the  recovery  of  her  right :  her  mind  was 
bewildered  amidft  a  thoufand  poffibilities,  and 
diftreflcd  by  the  apprehenfion  that  all  might  prove 
ineffectual.  After  much  thought  and  many  pro- 
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je&s,  fhe  recollected  that  the  captain,  whofe  fcr- 
vant  brought  her  to  England,  could  probably 
afford  her  more  afliftanee  than  any  other  perfon  : 
as  he  had  been  often  pointed  out  to  her  in  public 
places  by  the  Tquire,  to  whom  her  ftory  was  wet! 
known,  (he  was  acquainted  with  his  perfon, 'and 
knew  that  within  a  few  months  he  was  alive  : 
ihe  foon  obtained  directions  to  his  houfe,  and 
being  readily  admitted  to  a  conference,  ihe  told 
him  with  as  much'  prefence  of  mind  as  fhe, 
could,  that  flie  was  the  perfon  whom  his  compaf- 
fion  had  contributed  to  preferve  when  an  infant, 
in  confirmation  of  which  fhe  produced  his  letter, 
and  the  certificate  .which  it  inclofed ;' that  by  the 
death  of  her  father's  elder  brother,  whofe  family 
flie  had  never  known,  fne  was  become  intitled 
to  a  very  confiderable  cftate  ;  but  that  fhe  knew 
not  what  evidence  would  be  neceflary  to  fupport 
her  claim,  how  fuch  evidence  was  to  be  produced, 
nor  with  whom  to  intruft  the  management  of  an 
affair  in  which  wealth  and  influence  would  be 
employed  againft  her.  The  old  captain  received 
her  with  that  eafy  politenefs  which  is  almoft  pe- 
culiar to  his  profeflion,  and  with  a  warmth  of 
benevolence  that  is  feldom  found  in  any  :  he  con- 
gratulated her  upon  fo  happy  and  unexpected  an 
event;  and  without  the  parade  of  oftentatious 
liberality,  without  extorting  an  explicit  confef- 
fion  of  her  indigence,  he  gave  her  a  Letter  to 

his 
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his  lawyer,  in  whom  he  faid  me  might  with  the 
utmoft  fecurity  confide,  and  with  whom  fhe 
would  have  nothing  more,  jto  do  than  to  tell  her 
ftory  :  "  And  do  not,"  faid  he,  "  doubt  of  fuc- 
"  cefs,  for  I  will  be  ready  to  teftify  what  I  know 
"  of  the  affair,  whenever  I  fhall  be  called  upon ; 
"  and  the  woman  who  was  prefcnt  at  your 
"  birth,  and  brought  you  over,  ftill  lives  with 
"  me,  and  upon  this  occafion  may  do  you  fignal 
"  fervice." 

MELISSA  departed,  melted  with  gratitude  and 
elated  with  hope.  The  gentleman,  to  whom 
the  captain's  letter  was  a  recommendation,  pro- 
fecuted  her  claim  with  fo  much  fkill  and  affi- 
duity,  that  within  a  few  months  (he  was  put  into 
the  pofieflion  of  her  eftate.  Her  firft  care  was  to 
wait  upon  the  captain,  to  whom  fhe  now  owed 
not  only  life  but  a  fortune  :  he  received  her  ac- 
knowledgements with  a  pleafure,  which  only 
thofe  who  merit  it  can  enjoy ;  and  infifted  that 
fhe  fhould  draw  upon  him  for  fuch  fums  as  fhe 
fhould  want  before  her  rents  became  due.  She 
then  took  very  handfome  ready-furnifhed  lodg- 
ings, and  determined  immediately  to  juftify  her 
conduct  to  the  'fquire,  whofe  kindnefs  fhe  ftill 
remembered,  and  whole  refentment  (he  had  for- 
given. With  this  view  fhe  fet  out  in  a  chariot 
and  fix,  attended  by  two  fervants  in  livery  on 
horfeback,  and  proceeded  to  his  country-feat, 

from 
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from  whence  the  family  was  not  returned  :  (he 
had  lain  at  an  km  within  fix  miles  of  the  place, 
and  when  the  chariot  drove  up  to  the  door,  as  it 
was  early  in  the  morning,  fhe  could  perceive  the 
fervants  run  to  and  fro  in  a  hurry,  and  the  young 
lady  and  her  brother  gazing  through  the  win- 
dow to  fee  if  they  knew  the  livery  :  fhe  remarked 
every  circumftance  which  denoted  her  own  im- 
portance with  exultation;  and  enjoyed  the  fo- 
licitude  which  her  prefence  produced  among 
thofe,  from  whofe  fociety  (he  had  fo  lately  been 
driven  with  difdain  and  indignation. 

SHE  now  increafed  their  wonder,  by  fending 
in  a  fervant  to  acquaint  the  old  gentleman,  that 
a  lady  defired  to  fpeak  with  him  about  urgent  bu- 
fmefs,  which  would  not  however  long  detain 
him  :  he  courteoufly  invited  the  lady  to  honour 
him  with  her  commands,  haded  into  his  beft 
parlour,  adjufted  his  wig,  and  put  himfelf  in  the 
beft  order  to  receive  her  :  fhe  alighted,  and  dif- 
played  a  very  rich  undrefs,  which  correfponded 
with  the  elegance  of  her  chariot,  and  the  modifli 
appearance  of  her  fervants.  She  contrived  to  hide 
her  face  as  fhe  went  up  the  walk,  that  fhe  might 
not  be  known  too  foon;  and  was  immediately 
introduced  to  her  old  friend,  to  whom  fhe  foon 
difcovered  herfelf  to  his  great  aftonifhment,  and 
before  he  had  recovered  his  prefence  of  mind,  fhe 
addrefTed  him  to  this  effect,  "  You  fee,  fir,  an 

'*  orphan 
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"  orphan  who  is  under  the  greateft  obligations 
"  to  your  bounty,  but  who  has  been  equally  in- 
"  jured  by  your  fufpicions.     When  I  was  a  de- 
"  pendent  upon  your  liberality,    I  would  not 
"  aflert  my  innocence,  becaufe  I  could  not  bear 
"  to  be  fufpecled  of  falfehood  :  but  I  aflert  it  now 
"  I   am  the  pofiefibr  of  a  paternal   eftate,   be- 
"  caufe  I  cannot  bear  to  be  fufpedled  of  ingra- 
*<  titude  :  that  your  fon  p  re  fled  me  to  marry  him, 
*'  is  true ;  but  it  is  alfo  true  that  I  refufed  him, 
"  becaufe  I  would  not  difappoint  your  hopes  and 
**  impoverifJh  your  pofterity."     The  old  gentle- 
man's confufion  was  increafed  by  the  wonders 
that  crowded  upon  him :   he  firfr.  made  fome  at- 
tempts to  apologize  for  his  fufpicions  with  awk- 
wardnefs  and  hefitation;  then  doubting  the  truth 
of  appearance,    he  broke  off  abruptly  and   re- 
mained filent ;    then    reproaching    himfelf,    he 
began  to  congratulate  her  upon  her  good  fortune, 
and    again    defifted   before   he   had   fmifhed  the 
compliment.     MELISSA  perceived  his  perplexity, 
and  guefled  the  caufe ;  Ihe  was,  therefore,  about 
to  account  more  particularly  for  the  fudden  change 
of  her  circumftances,  but  mifs,  whofe  maid  had 
brought  her  intelligence  from  the  fervants,   that 
the  lady's  name  who  was  with  her  papa  was 
MELISSA,  and  that  fhe  was  lately  come  to  a 
great  eftate  by  the  death  of  her  uncle,  could  no 
longer  reftrain  the  impatience  of  her  affection 

and 
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and  joy  :  (he  rufhed  into  the  room  and  fell  upon 
her  neck,  with  a  tranfport  that  can  only  be  felt 
by  friendfhip,  and  exprefled  by  tears.  When  this 
tender  filence  was  pad,  the  fcruples  of  doubt 
were  foon  obviated ;  the  reconciliation  was  re- 
ciprocal and  fmcere;  the  father  led  out  his  gueft, 
and  prefented  her  to  his  fon  with  an  apology  for 
his  conduct  to  them  both. 

MELISSA  had  befpoke  a  dinner  and  beds  at 
the  inn,  but  fhe  was  not  fuffered  to  return. 
Within  a  few  weeks  fhe  became  the  daughter  of 
her  friend,  who  gave  her  hand  to  his  fon,  with 
whom  (he  fhared  many  years  that  happinefs 
which  is  the  reward  of  virtue.  They  had  feve- 
ral  children,  but  none  furvived  them;  and  ME- 
LISSA, upon  the  death  of  her  hufband,  which 
happened  about  feven  years  ago,  retired  wholly 
from  town  to  her  eftate  in  the  country,  where 
fhe  lived  beloved,  and  died  in  peace. 


NuMSV 
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NUMB.  9.  TUESDAY,  December  5,  1752. 

— E»  Wforigojf  S«x»  3»&KrxaXi»?».       VET.  EPIGR. 

He  hung  th'  inftructive  fymbol  o'er  his  door. 

To  the  ADVENTURER. 

S  I  R, 

I  SHOULD  be  forry  to  take  off  your  at- 
tention from  matters  of  greater  moment ;  and 
to  divert  you  from  the  fpeculation  of  faults,  that 
prefent  themfelves  directly  before  your  eyes,  by  de- 
firing  you  to  contemplate  the  enormities  that  hang 
over  your  head.  It  has  been  cuftomary,  I  know, 
with  you  writers  of  eflays,  to  treat  the  fubjeft  of 
SIGNS  in  a  very  ludicrous  manner  :  for  my  part, 
I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  it  deferves  a  more 
ferious  confideration.  The  attacks  of  your  prede- 
cefTors  on  the  abfurdities  which  tradefmen  ufually 
commit  in  thefe  pendent  advertifements,  have 
been  very  flight,  and  confequcntly  have  produced 
no  falutary  effect  :  blunders  have  to  this  day  been 
handed  down  from  mafter  to  'prentice,  without 
any  regard  paid  to  their  remonftrances ;  and  it  is 
left  to  the  fturdy  ADVENTURER,  if  he  pleafes, 
to  combat  thefe  monftrous  incongruities,  and  to 
regulate  their  Babel-like  confufion. 

I  AM   at  prefent  but  an  humble  journeyman 
£gn-painter  in  Harp-alley :  for  though  the  ambi- 
tion 
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tion  of  my  parents  designed  that  I  mould  emu- 
late the  immortal  touches  of  a  Raphael  or  a  Ti- 
tian, yet  the  want  of  tafte  among  my  country- 
men, and  their  prejudice  againft  every  artift  who 
is  a  native,  have  degraded  me  to  the  miferable 
neceflity,  as  Shaftefbury  fays,  "  of  illuftrating 
"  prodigies  in  fairs,  and  adorning  heroic  fign- 
"  ports."  However,  as  I  have  ftudied  to  improve 
even  this  meaneft  exercife  of  the  pencil,  I  intend 
to  fet  up  for  myfclf ;  and,  under  the  favour  of 
your  countenance,  to  reduce  the  vague  practice 
of  SIGN-PAINTING  to  feme  ftandard  of  elegance 
and  propriety. 

IT  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  SIGNS  were 
intended  originally  to  exprefs  the  feveral  occupa- 
tions of  their  owners  j  and  to  bear  fome  affinity 
in  their  external  defignations,  with  the  wares  to 
be  difpofed  of,  or  the  bufmefs  carried  on  within. 
Hence  the  HAND  AND  SHEARS  is  juftly  appro- 
priated to  tailors  j  as  the  HAND  AND  PEN  is  to 
writing-mafters  ;  though  the  very  reverend  and 
right  worthy  order  of  my  neighbours,  the  Fleet- 
parfons,  have  afiumed  it  to  themfelves  as  a  mark 
of  "  marriages  performed  without  impofition." 
The  WOOL-PACK  plainly  points  out  to  us  a 
WOOLLEN-DRAPER  ;  the  NAKED  BOY  elegant- 
ly reminds  us  of  the  neceflity  of  clothing  ;  and  the 
GOLDEN  FLEECE  figuratively  denotes  the  riches 
of  our  ftaple  commodity  :  but  are  not  the  HEN 

VOL.  I.  E  AND 
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AND  CHICKENS  and  the  three  PIGEONS,  the 
unqucftionable  right  of  the  poulterer  ;  and  not 
to  be  ufurped  by  the  venders  of  filk  or  linen  ? 

IT  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate  the  grofs 
blunders  committed  in  this  point,  by  almoft 
every  branch  of  trade.  I  (hall  therefore  confine 
myiclr" chiefly  to  the  numerous  fraternity  of  PUB- 
LICANS, whofe  extravagance  in  this  affair  calls 
aloud  for  reprehenfion  and  reftraint.  Their  mo- 
deft  anceftors  were  contented  with  a  plain  BOUGH 
ftuck  up  before  their  doors  :  whence  arofe  the 
wife  proverb,  "  Good  wine  needs  no  bufh  :" 
but  how  have  they  fince  deviated  from  their 
ancient  fimplicity  !  They  have  ranfacked  earth, 
air,  and  feas  ;  called  down  fun,  moon  and  ftars, 
to  their  afiiftance,  and  exhibited  all  the  monfters 
that  ever  teemed  from  fantaftic  imagination. 
Their  Hogs  in  Armour,  their  Blue  Boars,  Black 
Bears,  Green  Dragons,  and  Golden  Lions,  have 
already  been  fufficiently  ex-pofed  by  your  brother 
eflay  writers : 

Sus  horriduSf  atraque  Tigris^ 

Squamojufque  Draco^    et  fulva  cervice  Leesna. 

VlRG. 

With  foamy  tuflcs  to  fccm  a  briftly  bo^r, 
Or  imitate  the  lion's  angry  roar; 
Or  nil's  a  dragon,  or  a  tyger  flare, 

DRYDEN- 
6  IT 
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IT  is  no  wonder  that  thefe  gentlemen,  who  in- 
dulge themfelves  in  fuch  unwarrantable  liberties, 
fhould  have  fo  little  regard  to  the  choice  of  SIGNS 
adapted  to  their  MYSTERY.  There  can  be  no 
objection  made  to  the  BUNCH  OF  GRAPES,  th~ 
RUMMER,  or  the  TUNS  :  but  would  not  any 
one  enquire  for  a  Hofier  at  the  LEG,  or  for  a 
Lockfmith  at  the  CROSS-KEYS  ?  And  who  would 
expect  any  thing  but  water  to  be  fold  at  the 
FOUNTAIN  ?  the  TURK'S  HEAD  may  fairly 
intimate  that  aferaglio  is  kept  within  ;  the  ROSE 
may  be  {trained  to  fome  propriety  of  meaning,  as 
the  bufinefs  there  tranfac~led  may  be  faid  to  be 
done  "  under  the  Rofe  :"  but  why  muft  the  AN- 
GEL, the  LAMB,  and  the  MITRE,  be  the  dc- 
fignations  of  the  feats  of  drunkennefs  or  profti- 
tution  ? 

SOME  regard  fliould  likewife  be  paid  by  tradef- 
men  to  their  fituation  ;  or,  in  other  words,  to 
the  propriety  of  the  place :  and  in  this  too  the 
PUBLICANS  are  notorioufly  faulty.  The  KING'S 
ARMS,  and  the  STAR  AND  GARTER,  are  optlv 
enough  placed  at  the  court  end  of  the  town,  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Royal  Palace ; 
SHAKESPEARE'S  HEAD  takes  his  ftation  by  one 
Playhoufe,  and  BEN  JOHNSON'S  by  the  other  : 
HELL  is  a  public-houfe  adjoining  to  Weftmin- 
fter-hall,  as  the  DEVIL  TAVERN  is  to  the 
Lawyers  quarters  in  the  Temple  :  but  what  has 
E  2  the 
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the  CROWN  to  do  by  the  'Change,  or  the  GUN, 
the  SHIP,  or  the  ANCHOR,  any  where  but  at 
Tower-hill,  at  Wapping,  or  Deptford  ? 

IT  was  certainly  from  a  noble  fpirit  of  doing 
honour  to  a  fuperior  defert,  that  our  forefathers 
ufed  to  hang  out  the  HEADS  of  thofe  who  were 
particularly  eminent  in  their  profeflions.  Hence 
we  fee  GALEN  and  PARACELSUS  exalted  before 
the  fhops  of  Chemifts  ;  and  the  great  names  of 
TULLY,  DRYDEN,  POPE,  &c.  immortalized  on 
the  rubric  pofts  of  Bookfellers,  while  their  heads 
denominate  the  learned  repofitories  of  their 
works.  But  I  know  not  whence  it  happened 
that  PUBLICANS  have  claimed  a  right  to  the 
phyfiognomies  of  kings  and  heroes,  as  I  cannot 
find  out,  by  the  moft  painful  refearches,  that 
there  is  any  alliance  between  them.  LEBEC,  as 
he  was  an  excellent  cook,  is  the  fit  reprefentative 
of  luxury ;  and  BROUGHTON,  that  renowned 
athletic  champion,  has  an  indifputable  right  to 
put  up  his  own  head,  if  he  pleafes  :  but  what 
reafon  can  there  be,  why  the  glorious  DUKE 
WILLIAM  (hould  draw  porter,  or  the  brave  AD- 
MIRAL VERNON  retail  flip  ?  Why  muft  QUEEN 
ANNE  keep  a  gin-fhop,  and  KING  CHARLES 
inform  us  of  a  fkettle-ground  ?  Propriety  of  cha- 
racter, I  think,  requires,  that  thefe  illuftrious  per- 
fonages  fhould  be  depofed  from  their  lofty  fta- 
tions,  and  I  would  recommend  hereafter  that  the 
7  ALDERMAN'S 
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ALDERMAN'S  effigy  fhould  accompany  his  IN- 
TIRE  BUTT  BEER,  and  that  the  comely  fact  of 
thatpublic-fpirited  patriot, "  who  firft  reduced  the 
"  price  of  punch,  and  raifed  its  reputation  PRO 
"  BONO  PUBLICO,"  fhould  be  fet  up  where- 
ever  three-pen'orth  of  warm  rum  is  to  be  fold. 

I  HAVE  been  ufed  to  confider  feveral  Sicvs, 
for  the  fiequency  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  give 
any  other  reafon,  as  fo  many  hieroglyphics  with 
a  hidden  meaning,  fatirizing  the  follies  of  the 
people,  or  conveying  inftrudtion  to  the  paficr  by. 
I  am  afraid  that  the  ftale  jeft  on  our  fober  citizens 
gave  rife  to  fo  many  HORNS  in  the  public  ftreets  ; 
and  the  number  of  CASTLES  floating  with  the 
wind,  was  probably  dcfigned  as  a  ridicule  on 
thofe  erected  by  foaring  Projectors.  TUMLLE- 
DOWK  DICK,  in  the  borough  of  Southwark,  is  a 
fine  moral  on  the  inftability  of  greatnefs  and  the 
confequences  of  ambition :  but  there  is  a  moft 
ill-natured  farcafm  againft  the  fair  fex  exhibited, 
on  a  fign  in  Broad  St.  Giles's,  of  a  headlefs  fe- 
male figure,  called  the  GOOD  WOMAN  : 

£)uale  portentitm,  neque  militant 
Daunia  in  latis  alit  efculetis  ; 
Nee  Jula  ttllus  gengrat^  leonum 

Arida  nutrix.  HoB» 

No  bcaft  of  fuch  portentous  fize 
In  warlike  Daunia's  foreft  lies, 

E  3  Nor 
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Nor  fuch  the  tawny  lion  reigns 

Fierce  on  his  native  Afric's  thirfty  plains. 

FRANCIS. 

A  DISCERNING  eye  may  alfo  difcover  in  many 
of  our  SIGNS  evident  marks  of  the  religion  pre- 
valent among  us  before  the  Reformation.  Saint 
GEORGE,  as  the  tutelary  faint  of  this  nation, 
may  efcape  the  cenfure  of  fuperftition  :  but  St. 
DUNSTAN  with  his  tongs  ready  to  take  hold  of 
SATAN'S  nofe,  and  the  legions  of  ANGELS, 
NUNS,  CROSSES,  and  HOLY  LAMBS,  certainly 
had  their  origin  in  the  days  of  Popery. 

AMONG  the  many  SIGNS,  which  are  appro- 
priated to  fome  particular  bufinefs,  and  yet  have 
not  the  leaflr  connection  with  it,  I  cannot,  as 
yet,  find  any  relation  between  BLUE  BALLS  and 
Pawnbrokers ;  nor  could  I  conceive  the  intent  of 
that  long  POLE  jutting  out  at  the  entrance  of  a 
Barber's  fhop,  till  a  friend  of  mine,  a  learned 
etymologift  and  gloflaviographer,  affured  me, 
"  that  the  ufe  of  this  POLE  took  its  rife  from  the 
corruption  of  an  old  Englifh  word.  "  It  is  pro- 
"  bable,"  fuys  he,  "  that  our  primitive  tonfors 
"  ufcd  to  {tick  up  a  wooden  block,  or  head,  or 
"  POLL,  as  it  was  then  called,  before  their  mop 
*c  windows,  to  denote  their  occupation  ;  and 
"  that  afterwards,  through  a  confounding  of 
"  different  things  with  a  like  pronunciation, 

"  they 
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"  they  put  up  that  parti-coloured  ftaff  of  an 
"  enormous  length,  which  is  now  called  a 
"  POLE,  and  appropriated  only  to  Barbers." 

THE  fame  obfervations  might  be  extended  to 
other  methods  that  tradefmen  make  ufe  of  to  at- 
tract the  public  notice.  Thus,  the  card  manu- 
facturers flamp  upon  their  packs  the  figure  per- 
haps of  Harry  the  eighth,  or  the  Great  Mogul, 
though  I  cannot  find  in  hiftory,  that  either  of 
thefe  Monarchs  played  at  cards  :  It  would  there- 
fore be  more  in  character  to  give  us  a  picture  of 
the  GROOM-PORTER,  or  of  that  matter  of  the 
fcience  the  celebrated  HOYLE,  who  has  com- 
poftd  an  elaborate  treatife  on  every  faftiionable 
game. 

I  could  point  out  to  you  many  more  enor- 
mities j  but  left  I  {hould  exceed  the  limits  of 
your  paper,  I  fhall  at  prefent  conclude  with  af- 
furing  you,  that  I  am 

Your  devoted  humble  fervant, 
A  PHILIP  CARMINE. 


NUMB. 
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Da,  Pater,  augujlam  mentl  confcendere  fedem  j 
Da  font  em  lujlrare  boni  ;  da,  luce  reperta, 
In  Te  confpicuos  antmi  defigere  vifus  ! 

BOETH. 

Give  me,  O  Father,  to  thy  throne  accefs, 
Unfhaken  feat  of  endlefs  happinefs  ! 
Give  me,  unveiPd,  the  fource  of  good  to  fee  ! 
Give  me  thy  light,  and  fix  mine  eyes  on  thee  ! 

NOTHING  has  offended  me  more,  than 
the  manner  in  which  fubjecls  of  eternal 
moment  are  often  treated.  To  difpute  on  moral 
?.nd  theological  topics  is  become  a  fafhion  ;  and 
it  is  ufual  with  perfons,  of  whom  it  is  no  re- 
proach to  fay  they  are  ignorant,  becaufe  their 
opportuniti«s  of  gaining  knowledge  have  been 
few,  to  determine  with  the  utmoft  confidence 
upon  queftions  to  which  no  human  intellect  is 
equal.  In  almoft  every  tavern  and  every  alehoufe 
illiterate  petulance  prates  of  fitnefs  and  virtue, 
of  freedom  and  fate ;  and  it  is  common  to  hear 
diiputes  concerning  everlafting  happinefs.  and 
mifcry,  the  myfbries  of  religion  and  the  attri- 
butes of  GOD,  intermingled  with  lewdnefs  and 
blafpherny,  or  at  kaft  treated  wiih  wanton  neg- 
ligence and  abfurd  merriment. 

FOR 
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FOR  lewdnefs  and  blafphemy,  it  is  hoped,  no 
apology  will  ferioufly  be  offered  :  and  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  if  the  queftion  in  debate  was,  which 
of  the  difputants  fhould  be  hanged  on  the  mor- 
row, it  would  be  conduced  with  decency  and 
gravity,  as  a  matter  of  fome  importance  :  that 
rifible  good-humour,  and  that  noble  freedom,  of 
which  they  appear  to  be  fo  fond,  would  be  thought 
not  well  to  agree  with  their  fubjcft  ;  nor  would 
cither  of  the  gentlemen  be  much  delighted,  if  an 
argument  intended  to  demonstrate  that  he  would 
within  a  few  hours  be  fufpended  on  a  gibbet, 
fhould  be  embellifned  with  a  witty  allufion  to  a 
button  and  loop,  or  a  jocular  remark  that  it 
would  effectually  fecure  him  from  future  acci  - 
dents  either  by  land  or  water  :  and  yet  the  juf- 
tice  and  mercy  of  OMNIPOTENCE,  the  life  and 
death  of  the  Soul,  are  treated  with  ridicule  and 
fport  ;  and  it  is  contended,  that  with  ridicule 
and  fport  they  ought  always  to  be  treated. 

BUT  the  effect,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  thefe 
fafhionable  difputes,  is  always  ill  :  They  tend 
to  eftablifh  what  is  called  natural  religion,  up- 
on the  ruins  of  CHRISTIANITY  ;  and  a  man 
has  no  fooner  ftiled  himfelf  a  moral  philofopher, 
than  he  finds  that  his  duty  both  to  GOD  and 
man  is  contracted  into  a  very  fmall  compafs,  and 
maybe  pra&ifed  with  the  grcateft  facility.  Yet 
as  this  effect  is  not  alwa.ys  apparent,  the  unwary 
E  5  are 
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are  frequently  deluded  into  fatal  error  ;  and  ima- 
gine they  are  attaining  the  higheft  degree  of  mo- 
fal  excellence,  while  they  are  infenfibly  k>fmg 
the  principles  upon  which  alone  temptation  can 
be  refifted,  and  a  fleady .  perfeverance  in  well- 
doi'ng  fecured. 

AMONG  other  favourite  and  unfufpe&ed  to- 
pics, is  the  EXCELLENCY  OF  VIRTUE.  Virtue 
is  faid  neceflarily  to  produce  its  own  happinefs, 
and  to  be  conftantly  and  adequately  its  own  re- 
ward j  as  vice,  on  the  contrary,  never  fails  to  pro- 
duce mifery,  and  infli6l  upon  itfelf  the  punimment 
it  deferves  ;  propositions,  of  which  every  one  is 
ready  to  affirm,  that  they  may  be  admitted  with- 
out fcruple,  and  believed  without  danger.  But, 
from  hence  it  is  inferred,  that  future  rewards  and 
punifliments  are  not  neceflary,  either  to  furnifh 
adequate  motives  to  the  practice  of  virtue,  or  to 
juflify  the  Ways  of  GOD.  In  confequence  of 
thtir  being  fiot  neceflary,  they  become  doubtful ; 
the  DEITY  is  lefs  and  lefs  the  object  of  fear  and 
hope  ;  and  as  virtue  is  faid  to  be  that  which  pro- 
duces ultimate  good  below,  whatever  is  fuppo- 
fed  to  produce  ultimate  good  below  is  faid  to  be 
virtue  :  right  and  wrong  are  confounded,  becaufe 
remote  cbnfequences  cannot  perfectly  be  known  i 
the  principal  barrier,  by  which  appetite  and  paf- 
i;on  are  retrained,  is  broken  down. ;  the  re- 
monftrances  of  confcience  are  overborne  by  fo- 
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phinry  ;  and  the  acquired  and  habitual  fhame 
of  vice  is  fubdued  by  the  perpetual  eftorts  of  vi- 
gorous refinance. 

BUT  the  inference  from  which  thefe  dreadful 
confequences  proceed,  however  plaufible,  is  not 
juftj  nor  does  it  appear  from  experience,  that 
the  premifes  are  true. 

THAT  VIRTUE  ALONE  is  HAPPINESS  BE- 
LOW, is  indeed  a  maxim  in  fpeculative  morality, 
which  all  the  treafures  of  learning  have  been  la- 
vifhed  to  fupport,  and  all  the  flowers  of  wit  col- 
lected to  recommend ;  it  has  been  the  favourite 
of  fome  among  the  wifcft  and  beft  of  mankind 
in  every  generation  ;  and  is  at  once  venerable 
for  its  age,  and  lovely  in  the  bloom  of  a  new 
youth.  And  yet  if  it  be  allowed,  that  they  who 
languifh  in  difeafe  and  indigence,  who  fuffer 
pain,  hunger  and  nakednefs,  in  obfcurity  and 
folitude,  are  lefs  happy  than  thofe,  who,  with 
fhe  fame  degree  of  virtue,  enjoy  health,  and  eafe, 
and  plenty,  who  are  diflinguilhed  by  fame,  and 
courted  by  fociety  ;  it  follows,  that  virtue  alone 
is  not  efficient  of  happinefs,  becaufe  virtue  can- 
not always  beftow  thofe  things  upon  which  hap- 
pinefs is  confcfied  to  depend. 

IT  is  indeed  'true.',  that  virtue  in  profperity  en- 
joys more  than  vice,  and  that  in  adverfity  fhe 
fuiFcrs  lefs  :  If  profperity  and  adverfity,  therefore, 
were  merely  accidental"  to  virtue  and  \ ' 

E  6  might 
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might  be  granted,  that,  fetting  afide  thofe  things 
upon  which  moral  conduct  has  no  influence,  as 
foreign  to  the  queftion,  every  man  is  happy,  ei- 
ther negatively  or  pofitively,  in  proportion  as  he 
is  virtuous  ;  though  it  were  denied,  that  virtue 
alone  could  put  into  his  pofleffion  all  that  is  cf- 
fential  to  human  felicity. 

BUT  profperity  and  adverfity,  affluence  and 
want,  are  not  independent  upon  moral  conduct : 
External  advantages  are  frequently  obtained  by 
vice,  and  forfeited  by  virtue  ;  for,  as  an  eftate 
may  be  gained  by  ferreting  a  will,  or  loading  a 
die,  an  eftate  may  alfo  be  loft  by  with-holding 
a  vote,  or  rejecting  a  job. 

ARE  external  advantages  then  too  light  to  turn 
the  fcale  ?  Will  an  a£l  of  virtue,  by  which  all  are 
rejefted,  enfure  more  happinefs  than  an  act  of 
vice,  by  which  all  are  procured  ?  Are  the  advan- 
tages, which  an  eftat*  obtained  by  an  ad!  of  vice 
beftows,  overbalanced  through  life  by  regret 
and  remorfe  ?  and  the  indigence  and  contumely 
that  follow  the  lofs  of  conveniencies,  which  vir- 
tue has  rejected,  more  than  compenfated  by  con- 
tent and  felf-approbation  ? 

THAT  which  is  ill  gotten,  is  not  always  ill 
ufed  ;  nor  is  that  which  is  well  rejected  always 
jemembered  without  regret.  It  is  not  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  he,  who  by  an  a£l  of  fraud  gained  the 
fl  of  a  thoufund  pounds  a  year,  which  he 

fpends 
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fpends  in  fuch  a  gratification  of  his  appetites  and 
paffions  as  is  confiftent  with  health  and  reputa- 
tion, in  the  reciprocation  of  civilities  among  his 
equals,  and  fometimes  in  a&s  of  bounty  and  mu- 
nificence, and  who  ufes  the  power  and  influence 
which  it  gives  him  fo  as  to  conciliate  affe&ion 
and  procure  refpedlj  has  lefs  happinefs  below, 
than  if  by  a  ftronger  effort  of  virtue  he  had  con- 
tinued in  a  {late  of  dependence  and  poverty,  neg- 
lected and  defpifed,  deftitute  of  any  other  means 
to  exercife  the  focial  affections  than  mutual  con- 
dolence with  thofe  who  fuffer  the  fame  calamity, 
and  ahnoft  wilhing,  in  the  bitternefsof  his  diftrefs, 
that  he  had  improved  the  opportunity  which  he 
had  loft. 

IT  may  indeed  be  urged,  that  the  happinefs 
and  infelicity  of  both  thefe  ftates  are  ftill  in  exact 
proportion  to  virtue  :  that  the  affluence,  which 
was  acquired  by  a  fingle  a&  of  vice,  is  enjoyed 
only  by  the  exercife  of  virtue  ;  and  that  the  pe- 
nury, incurred  by  a  fingle  effort  of  virtue,,  is  ren- 
dered afflictive  only  by  impatience  and  difcontent. 

BUT  whether  this  be  granted  or  denied,  it  re- 
mains true  that  the  happinefs  in  both  thefe  ftates 
is  not  equal ;  and  that,  in  one  the  means  to  enjoy 
life  were  acquired  by  vice,  which  in  the  other 
were  loft  by  virtue.  And  if  it  be  poflible,  by  a 
fingle  a&  of  vicet  to  encreafe  happinefs  upon  the 
whole  of  lifei  from  what  rational  motives  can 

the 
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the  temptation  to  that  a&  be  refifted  ?  From 
Hone,  furely,  but  fuch  as  arife  from  the  belief  of 
a  future  ftate,  in  which  virtue  will  be  rewarded 
and  vice  punifhed  ;  for  to  what  can  happinefs  be 
wifely  facrificed,  but  to  greater  happinefs  ?  and 
how  can  the  ways  of  GOD  be  juftified,  if  a 
man  by  the  irreparable  injury  of  his  neighbour 
becomes  happier  upon  the  whole,  than  he  would 
have  been  if  he  had  obferved  the  eternal  rule, 
and  done  to  another  as  he  would  that  another 
fliould  do  to  him  ? 

PERHAPS  I  may  be  told,  that  to  talk  of  facri- 
ficing  happinefs  to  greater  happinefs,  as  virtue, 
is  abfurd  ;  and  that  he  who  is  reftraincd  from 
fraud  or  violence,  merely  by  the  fear  of 'hell,  is 
ho  more  virtuous  than  he  who  is  retrained  mere- 
ly by  the  fear  of  a  gibbet. 

BUT  fuppofing  this  to  be  true,  yet  with  refpect 
to  fociety,  mere  external  rectitude  of  conduct  an- 
fwers  all  the  purpofes  of  virtue  j  and  if  I  travel 
without  being  robbed,  it  is  of  little  confequence 
to  me,  whether  the  perfons  whom  I  meet  on  the 
road  were  reftraincd  from  attempting  to  invade 
my  property  by  the  fear  of  puniflimcnt,  or  the 
abhorrence  of  vice  :  fo  that  the  gibbet,  if  it  does 
not  produce  virtue,  is  yet  of  fuch  inconteftibls 
utility',  that  I  believe  thofe  gentlemen  would  be 
very  unwilling  that  it  fhould  be  removed,  who 
are,  notvvithftanding,  fo  zealous  to  ftcel  every 

brcaft 
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breaft  againft  the  fear  of  damnation  ;  nor  would 
they  be  content,  however  negligent  of  their 
fouls,  that  their  property  mould  be  no  otherwife 
fecured,  than  by  the  power  of  MORAL  BEAUTY, 
and  the  prevalence  of  ideal  enjoyments. 

IF  it  be  afked,  how  moral  agents  became  the 
fubjects  of  accidental  and  adventitious  happinefs 
and  mifery ;  and  why  they  were  placed  in  a  ftate 
in  which  it  frequently  happens,  that  virtue  only 
alleviates  calamity,  and  vice  only  moderates  de- 
light; the  anfwer  of  REVELATION  is  known, 
and  it  muft  be  the  tafk  of  thofe  who  reject  it  to 
give  a  better :  It  is  enough  for  me  to  have 
proved  that  man  is  at  prefent  in  fuch  a  ftate :  I 
pretend  not  to  trace  the  "  unfearchable  ways  of 
"  the  ALMIGHTY,"  nor  attempt  to  "  pene- 
"  trate  the  darknefs  that  furrounds  his  throne  :" 
but  amidft  this  enlightened  generation,  in  which 
fuch  multitudes  can  account  for  apparent  obli- 
quities and  defects  in  the  natural  and  the  moral 
world,  I  am  content  with  an  humble  expecta- 
tion of  that  time,  in  which  "  every  thing  that  is 
"  crooked  fliall  be  made  ftrait,  and  every  thing 
•*  that  is  imperfea  fliall  be  done  away." 
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NUMB.   n.  TUESDAY,  December  12,  1752. 

• llle  pet  ens  fui 

Leetufque  deget^  cut  licet  in  diem 

DixiJ/e,  vtxi.  -HoR. 

Happy  the  man,  and  happy  he  alone, 
He  who  can  call  to-day  his  own; 
He,  who  fecure  within  can  fay, 
To-morrow  do  thy  worft,  for  I  have  liv'd  to-day. 

DRYDEN\ 

To  the  ADVENTURER. 

S  I  R, 

IT  is  the  fate  of  all  who  do  not  live  in  necefTary 
or  accidental    obfcurity,    who   neither'  pafs 
undiftinguifhed  through  the  vale  of  poverty,  nor 
hide  themfelves  in  the  groves  of  folitude,  to  have 
a  numerous  acquaintance  and  few  friends. 

AN  acquaintance  is  a  being  who  meets  us 
with  a  fmile  and  a  falute,  who  tells  us  in  the 
fame  breath  that  he  is  glad  and  forry  for  the  moft 
trivial  good  and  ill  that  befals  us,  and  yet  who 
turns  from  us  without  regret,  who  fcarce  wifhe.s 
to  fee  us  again,  who  forfakes  us  in  hopelefs  l»ck- 
nefs  or  adverlhy,  and  when  we  die  remembers  us 
no  more.  A  friend  is  he  with  whom  our  intereft 
is  united,  upon  whofe  participation  all  our  plea- 
fur  es 
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fures  depend ;  who  fooths  us  in  the  fretfulnefs  of 
difeafe,  and  cheers  us  in  the  gloom  of  a  prifon  j 
to  whom  when  we  die  even  our  remains  are  fa- 
cred,  who  follows  them  with  tears  to  the  grave, 
and  preferves  our  image  in  his  heart.  A  friend 
our  calamities  may  grieve,  and  our  wants  may 
impoverifh,  but  neglect  only  can  offend,  and  un- 
kindnefs  alienate.  Is  it  not  therefore  aftonifhing, 
that  a  friend  fhould  ever  be  alienated  or  offend- 
ed ?  and  can  there  be  a  ftronger  inftance  of  the 
folly  and  caprice  of  mankind,  than  their  with- 
holding from  thofe,  upon  whom  their  happinefs 
is  confefied  to  depend,  that  civility  which  they 
lavifh  upon  others,  without  hope  ef  any  higher 
reward  than  a  trivial  and  momentary  gratifica- 
tion of  their  vanity,  by  an  echo  of  their  com- 
pliments and  a  return  of  their  obejfance  ? 

OF  this  caprice  there  are  none  who  have  more 
caufe  to  complain  than  myfelf.  That  I  am  a  per- 
fon  of  fome  importance  has  never  yet  been  dif- 
puted  :  I  am  allowed  to  have  great  power  to  plcafe 
and  to  inftrucl  j  I  always  contribute  to  the  feli- 
city of  thofe  by  whom  I  am  well  treated ;  and  I 
muft  confefs,  that  I  am  never  abufed  without 
leaving  marks  of  my  refentmcnt  behind  me. 

I  AM  generally  regarded  as  a  friend ;  and 
there  are  fow  who  could  think  of  parting  with 
me  for  the  laft  time,  without  the  utmoft  regret, 
folicitude,  and  reluctance.  I  know,  wherever  I 

come.., 
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come,  that  I  have  been  the  obje<£t  of  defire  and 
hope  j  and  that  the  pleafure  which  I  am  expected 
to  diffufe,  has,  like  all  others,  been  enjoyed  by 
anticipation.  By  the  young  and  gay,  thofe  who 
ire  entering  the  world  either  as  a  fcene  of bufi- 
ftefs  or  pleafure,  I  am  frequently  dcfired  with 
fuch  impatience,  that  although  every  moment 
brings  on  wrinkles  and  decrepitude  with  irfe- 
fiftible  rapidity,  that  they  will  be  willing  that  the 
time  of  my  abfence  fhould  be  annihilated,  and  the 
approach  of  wrinkles  and  decrepitude  rendered 
yet  more  precipitate.  Ther"e  cannot  furely  be 
ftronger  evidence  than  this  of  my  influence  upon 
their  happiriefs,  or  of  their  affection  for  me  :  and 
yet  the  tranfport  with  which  I  am  at  firft  received 
quickly  fubfides ;  they  appear  to  grow  weary  of 
my  company,  they  would  again  fhorten  life  to 
haften  the  hour  of  my  departure,  and  they  reflect 
upon  the  length  of  my  vifit  with  regret. 

To  the  aged  I  confefs  I  am  not  able  to  procure 
equal  advantages ;  and  yet  there  are  feme  of  thcfe 
who  have  been  remarkable  for  their  virtue,  among 
whom  I  experience  more  conftant  reciproca- 
tions of  friendship.  I  never  heard  that  they  ex- 
prciTed  an  impatient  expectation  of  me  when  ab- 
fent,  nor  do  they  receive  me  with  rapture  when 
I  come;  but  while  I  fby  thev  treat  me  with 
complacency  and  good-humour  ;  and  in  propor- 
tion as  their  firft  addrcfs  is  lefe'  violent,  the 

whole 
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whole  tenour  of  their  condu&  is  more  tquak 
they  fuffer  me  to  leave  them  in  an  evening  with*- 
out  importunity  to  prolong  my  vifit,  and  think 
of  my  departure  with  indifference. 

You  will,  perhaps,  imagine,  that  I  am  tli- 
ftinguifhed  by  fome  ftrange  fmgularity,  of  which 
the  uncommon  treatment  that  I  receive  is  a  cort*- 
fequence.  As  few  can  judge  with  impartiality 
of  their  own  character,  none  are  believed  mere- 
ly upon  their  own  evidence  who  affirm  it  to  be 
good  :  I  will  therefore  defcribe  to  you  the  man- 
ner in  which  I  am  received  by  peri'ons  of  very 
different  ftations,  capacities,  and  employments. 
The  facts  (hall  be  exhibited  without  falfe  co- 
louring ;  I  will  neither  fupprefs,  foften,  nor  ex*- 
aggerate  any  circumftance,  by  which  the  natu- 
ral and  genuine  ftate  of  thefe  fadts  may  be  dif- 
tovercd,  and  I  know  that  yoar  fugacity  will  do 
me  juftice. 

IN  furhmer  I  rife  very  early,  arid  the  firft  per*- 
fon  that  I  fee  is  a  peafant  at  his  work,  who  g&- 
nerally  regards  me  with  a  fmile,  though  he  fel- 
dom  participates  of  my  bounty.  His  labour  is 
fcarce  ever  fufpencled  while  I  am  with  him  ;  yet 
he  always  talks  of  me  with  complacency,  and 
never  treats  me  with  neglect  or  indecorum,  ex- 
cept perhaps  on  a  holiday,  when  he  has  betn 
tippling ;  and  this  I  can  eafily  overlook,  though 
he  commonly  receives  a  hint  of  his  fault  the 

next 
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next  morning,  that  he  may  be  the  more  upon 
his  guard  for  the  future. 

BUT  though  "in  the  country  I  have  reafon  to 
be  beft  fatisfied  with  the  behaviour  of  thofe 
whom  I  firft  fee,  yet  in  my  early  walks  in  town 
I  am  almoft  fure  to  be  infulted.  As  foon  as  the 
wretch,  who  has  parted  the  night  at  a  tavern,  or 
a  gaming  table,  perceives  me  at  a  diftance,  he  be- 
gins to  mutter  curfes  againft  me,  tho'  he  knows 
they  will  be  fulfilled  upon  himfelf,  and  is  impatient 
till  he  can  bar  his  door,  and  hide  himfelf  in  bed. 

I  HAVE  one  fifter,  and  though  her  complexi- 
on is  very  dark,  yet  fhe  is  not  without  her 
charms  :  She  is,  I  confefs,  faid  to  look  beft  by 
candle-light,  in  her  jewels,  and  at  a  public  place, 
where  the  fplenclor  of  her  drefs,  and  the  multi- 
plicity of  other  objects,  prevent  too  minute  an 
examination  of  her  perfon.  Some  good  judges 
have  fancied,  though  perhaps  a  little  whimfically, 
that  there  is  fomething  inexpreflibly  pleafing  in 
her  by  moon-light,  a  kind  of  placid  eafe,  a  gentle 
languor,  which  foftens  her  features,  and  gives 
new  grace  to  her  manner :  they  fay  too,  that  (he 
is  beft  difpofed  to  be  agreeable  company  in  a 
walk,  under  the  checquered  (hade  of  a  grove, 
along  the  green  banks  of  a  river,  or  upon  the 
fandy  beach  by  the  fea. 

MY  fifter's  principles  in  many  particulars  differ 
from  mine;  but  there  has  been  always  fuch  a 

harmony 
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harmony  between  us,  that  fhe  feldom  fmiles 
upon  thofe  who  have  fuftered  me  to  pafs  with  a 
contemptuous  negligence;  much  lefs  does  £he 
ufe  her  influence,  which  is  very  great,  to  pro- 
cure any  advantage  for  thofe  who  drive  me  from 
their  prefcnce  with  outrage  and  ahufe;  and  yet 
none  are  more  affiduous  in  their  addrefTes,  nor 
intrude  longer  upon  her  privacy,  than  thofe 
who  are  moft  implacably  my  enemies. 

SHE  is  generally  better  received  by  the  poor, 
than  the  rich ;  and  indeed  fhe  feldom  vifits  the 
indigent  and  the  wretched,  without  bringing 
fomething  for  their  relief;  yet  thofe  who  are 
moft  felicitous  to  engage  her  in  parties  of  plea- 
furc,  and  are  fecn  longeft  in  her  company,  are 
always  fufpe£ted  of  fome  evil  defign. 

You  will,  perhaps,  think  there  is  fomething 
enigmatical  in  all  this ;  and  left  you  fhould  not 
yet  be  able  to  difcover  my  true  character  fuffi- 
ciently  to  engage  you  in  my  intereft,  I  will  give 
you  a  fliort  hiftory  ef  the  incidents  that  have 
happened  to  me  during  the  laft  eight  hours. 

IT  is  now  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  :  about 
feven  I  rofc ;  foon  after,  as  I  was  walking  by  the 
dial  in  Covent  Garden,  I  was  perceived  by  a 
man  well  drefled,  who  appeared  to  have  been 
fleeping  under  one  of  the  fheds,  and  whom  a 
watchman  had  juft  told  that  I  was  approaching: 
after  attempting. to  fwear  feveral  oaths,  and  ftag- 

gering 
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gcring  a  few  paces,  he  fco.wled  at  me  under  his 
hat,  and  infulted  me  indirectly,  by  telling  the 
watchman  as  well  as  he  could,  that  he  had  fat  in 
company  with  my  After  till  he  became  too  drunk 
to  find  his  way  home,  which  neverthelefs  he  had 
attempted;  and  that  he  hated  the  fight  of  me  as 
he  hated  the  devil :  he  then  defired  that  a  coach 
or  a  chair  might  be  immediately  called  to  carry 
him  from  my  prefence. 

ABOUT  nine  I  vifited  a  young  lady  who  could 
not  fee  me,  becaufe  fhe  was  but  juft  returned 
from  a  rout.  I  went  next  to  a  ftudent  in  the 
Temple,  who  received  me  with  great  joy  ;  but 
told  me,  that  he  was  going  to  dine  with  a  gentle- 
man, whofe  daughter  he  had  long  courted,  and 
who  at  length,  by  the  interpofition  of  friends, 
had  been  perfuaded  to  confent  to  ths  match, 
though  feveral  others  had  offered  a  larger  fcttle- 
ment.  From  this  interview  J  had  no  defire  to 
detain  him;  and  about  twelve  I  found  a  young 
prodigal,  to  whom  I  had  afforded  many  oppor- 
tunities of  felicity,  which  he  neglected  to  im- 
prove; and  whom  I  had  fcarce  ever  left  with- 
out having  convinced  him,  that  he  was  wafting 
life  in  the  fearch  of  pleafure  which  he  cpuld  ne- 
ver find :  he  looked  upon  me  with  a  countenance 
full  of  fufpicion,  dread  and  perplexity,  and  feem- 
ed  to  wifli  that  I  had  delayed  my  vi£t,  or  been 
excluded  by  his  fervant;  imagining,  as  I  have 

fince 
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fince  heard,  that  a  bailiff  wa.s  behind  me.  After 
dinner,  I  again  met  my  friend  the  ftudent  j  but 
he  who  had  fo  lately  received  me  with  extafy, 
now  leered  at  me  with  a  fullen  difcontent,  and 
if  it  had  been  in  his  power  would  have  deftroy- 
ed  me,  for  no  other  reafon  than  becaufe  the 
old  gentleman  whom  he  had  vifited  had  changed 
his  mind. 

You  may,  perhaps,  be  told,  that  I  am  myfelf 
inconftant  and  capricious,  that  I  am  never  the 
fame  perfon  eight  and  forty  hours  together,  and 
that  no  man  knows  whether  at  my  next  vifit  I 
(hall  bring  him  good  or  evil  :  But  identity  of 
perfon  might  with  equal  truth  be  denied  of  the 
ADVENTURER,  and  of  every  other  being  upon 
earth  ;  for  all  animal  bodies  are  in  aftate  of  per- 
petual decay  and  renovation  :  fo  ridiculous  a 
ilander  does  not  indeed  deferve  a  ferious  reply : 
and  I  believe  you  are  now  ready  to  anfwer  every 
other  cavil  of  my  enemies,  by  convincing  the 
world  that  it  is  their  own  fault  if  I  do  not  al- 
ways leave  them  wifer  and  better  than  I  find 
them  j  and  whoever  has  through  life  continued 
to  become  gradually  wifer  and  better,  has  ob- 
tained a  fource  of  divine  felicity,  a  well  of 
living  water,  which,  like  the  widow's  oil,  fhall 
increafe  as  it  is  poured  out,  and  which,  though 
it  was  fupplied  by  time,  eternity  fliall  not  ex- 
hauft. 

I  HOPE, 
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I  HOPE,  Sir,  your  paper  will  be  a  means  of 
procuring  me  better  treatment  ;  and  that  you 
will  yourfelf  be  felicitous  to  fecure  the  friend- 

flaip  of, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

TO-DAY. 


NUMB.  12.  SATURDAY,  December  16,  1752. 

Magnum  pauperies  opprobrium  jubet 

Quid-vis  aut  facer  e  out  pati.  HoR. 

He  whom  the  dread  of  want  enfnares, 
With  bafenefs  acts,  with  meaimefs<  bears. 

To  the  A  D  v  E  N  T  u  R  E  R. 
S  I  R, 

OF  all  the  expedients  that  have  been  found 
out  to  alleviate  the  miferies  of  life,  none 
is  left  to  defpair  but  complaint  :  and  though 
complaint,  without  hope  of  relief,  may  be 
thought  rather  to  encreafe  than  mitigate  anguifh, 
as  it  recollects  every  eircumftance  of  diftrefs,  and 
imbitters  the  memory  of  part  fuffering*  by  the 
anticipation  of  future;  yet,  like  weeping,  it  is 
an  indulgence  of  that  which  it  is  pain  to  fup- 
prefs,  and  fooths  with  the  hope  of  pity  the  wretch 
who  defpairs  of  comfort.  Of  this  number  is  he 

who 
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who  now  addrefles  you  :  yet  the  folace  of  com- 
plaint and  the  hope  of  pity,  are  not  the  only 
motives  that  have  induced  me  to  communicate 
the  feries  of  events,  by  which  I  have  been  led  on 
in  an  infenfible  deviation  from  felicity,  and  at 
laft  plunged  in  irremediable  calamity :  I  wiflithat 
others  may  cfcape  perdition  ;  and  am,  therefore, 
folicitous  to  warn  them  of  the  path,  that  leads 
to  the  precipice  from  which  I  have  fallen. 

I  AM  the  only  child  of  a  wealthy  farmer,  who, 
as  he  was  himfelf  illiterate,  was  the  more  zealous 
to  make  his  fon  a  fcholar ;  imagining  that  there 
was  in  the  knowledge  of  Greek  and  Latin,  fome 
fecret  charm  of  perpetual  influence,  which  as  I 
pafTed  through  life  would  fmooth  the  way  before 
me,  eftablifh  the  happinefs  of  fuccefs,  and  fup- 
ply  new  refources  to  difappointment.  But  not 
being  able  to  deny  himfelf  the  pleafure  he  found 
in  having  me  about  him,  infterd  offending  me 
out  to  a  boarding-fchool,  he  offered  the  curate 
of  the  parifii  ten  pounds  a  year  and  his  board  to 
become  my  tutor. 

THIS  gentleman,  who  was  in  years,  and  had 
lately  buried  his  wife,  accepted  the  employment, 
but  refufed  the  falary  :  the  work  of  education,  he 
faid,  would  agreeably  fill  his  intervals  of  leifure, 
and  happily  coincide  with  the  duties  of  his  func- 
tion :  but  he  obferved  that  his  curacy,  which 
was  thirty  pounds  a  year,  and  had  long  fubfifted 

VOL,  I.  F  him 
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him  when  he  hod  a  family,  would 
wealthy  now  he  was  a  fingle  man  ;  and  therefore 
he  infilted  to  pay  for  his  board  :  to  this  my  fa- 
ther, with  whatever  reluctance,  was  obliged  to 
confent.  At  the  age  of  fix  years  I  began  to  read 
my  Accidence  under  my  preceptor;  and  at  fifteen 
had  gone  through  the  Latin  and  Greek  dailies. 
But  the  languages  were  not  all  that  I  learned  of 
this  gentleman;  befides  other  faience  of  lefs  im- 
portance, he  taught  me  the  theory  of  CHRIS- 
TIANITY by  his  precepts,  and  the  practice  by 
his  example.  - 

As  his  temper  was  calm  and  fteady,  the  influ- 
ence which  he  had  acquired  over  me  was  unli- 
mited :  he  was  never  capricioufly  fevere  ;  fo  that 
I  regarded  his  difpleafure  not  as  an  effect  of  his 
infirmity,  but  of  my  own  fault  :  he  difcovered  fo 
much  affection  in  the  pleafure  with  which  he 
commended,  and  in  the  tender  concern  with 
which  he  reproved  me,  that  I  loved  him  as  a  fa- 
ther -,  and  his  devotion,  though  rational  and 
manly,  was  yet  fo  habitual  and  fervent,  that  I  re- 
verenced him  as  a  faint.  I  found  even  my  paffions 
controuled  by  an  awe  which  his  prefence  irnpref- 
fed ;  and  by  a  conftant  attention  to  his  doctrine 
and  his  life,  I  acquired  fuch  a  fcnfe  of  my  con- 
nexion with  the  invifible  world,  and.fuch  a  con- 
viction of  the  confcioufnefs  of  DEITY  to  all 
my  thoughts,  that  every  inordinate  wifh  was 

fecrptly 
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(ecretly  fupprefled,  and    my  conduce    regulated 
by  the  molt  fcrupulous  circumfpection. 

MY  father  thought  he  had  now  taken  fufficient 
care  of"  my  education,  and  therefore  began  to  ex- 
pect that  I  fhould  aflift  in  overlook! no;  his  fer- 
vants,  and  managing  his  farm,  in  xvhich  he  in- 
tended I  {hould  fuccecd  him  :  but  my  preceptor, 
vvhofe  principal  view  was  rvot  my  temporal  ad- 
vantage, told  him,  that,  as  a  farmer,  great  part 
of  my  learning  would  be  totally  ufelefs  ;  and  that 
the  only  way  to  make  me  ferviceable  to  mankind* 
in  proportion  to  the  knowledge  I  had  acquired, 
would  be  to  fend  me  to  the  univerfity,  that  at  « 
proper  time  I  might  take  orders.  But  my  father, 
befides  that  he  was  {till  unwilling  to  part  with  me, 
had  probably  many  reafons  againft  mv  entering 
the  world  in  a  caflbck  :  fuch,  however,  was  thvi 
deference  which  he  paid  to  my  tutor,  that  he  had. 
;;lmoft  implicitly  fubmitted  tphi-s  determination, 
when  a  relation  of  my  mother's,  who  was  an  at- 
torney of  great  practice  in  the  Temple,,  came  to 
fpcnd  part  of  the  long  vacation  at  our  houfe,  in 
confequence  of  invitations  which  had  been  of- 
ten repeated  during  an  abfcnce  of  many  years. 

MY  father  thought  that  an  opportunity  of  con- 
fulting  how  to  difpofe  of  me,  with  a  man  fo  well 
acquainted  with  life,  was  not  to  be  loft;  and  per- 
haps he  fecretly  hoped,  that  my  preceptor  would 
give  up  his  opinion  as  indefeufible,  if  a  perfon  of 
F  z  the 
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the  lawyer's  experience  (hould  declare  againft  it. 
My  coufin  was  accordingly  made  umpire  in  the 
debate  ;  and  after  he  had  heard  the  arguments  on 
both  fides,  he  declared  againft  my  becoming  a 
farmer  :  he  faid,  it  would  be  an  act  of  injuftice 
to  bury  my  parts  and  learning  in  the  obfcurityof 
rural  life;  becaufe,  if  produced  to  the  world, 
they  would  probably  be  rewarded  with  wealth, 
and  diftinclion.  My  preceptor  imagined  the 
queftion  was  now  finally  determined  in  his  fa- 
vour ;  and  being  obliged  to  vifit  one  of"  his  parifli- 
ioners  that  was  fick,  he  gave  me  a  look  of  con- 
gratulation as  he  went  out,  and  I  perceived  his 
cheek  glow  with  a  flufh  of  triumph,  and  his  eye 
fparkle  with  tears  of  delight. 

BUT  he  had  no  fooner  left  the  room,  than  my 
coufin  gave  the  converfation  another  turn  :  he 
told  my  father,  that  though  he  had  oppofed  his 
making  me  a  farmer,  he  was  not  an  advocate  f,r 
iny  becoming  a  parfon  ;  for  that  to  make  a  young 
fellow  a  parfon,  without  being  able  to  procure  him 
a  living,  was  to  make  'him  a  beggar :  he  then 
i  made forne  witty  reflections  on  the  old  gentleman 
who  was  juft  gone  out ;  •"  Nobody,"  he  faid, 
"  could  queftion  his  having  been  put  to  a  bad 
"  trade,  who  confidered  his  circumftances  now 
"  he  had  followed  it  forty  years."  And  after 
fome  other  fprightly  fallies,  which,  though  they 
made  my  father  laugh,  made  me  tremble  ;  he 

clapped 
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clipped  him  upon  the  Pr.oulder,  "  If" you  have  a 
"  mind  your  boy  fliould  make  a  figure  in  lif", 
"  old  gentleman,"  fay  ,v?,  "  par  !ii..i  cl-^rk.  t-> 
"  me;  my  lord  chanc*  Ilor  K.nj  was  no  bt-tur 
"  than  the  fon  of  a  coi  utry  fhopkecper  ;  and  my 
"  matter  gave  a  perfon  of  much  greater  eminence 
"  many  a  half  crown  when  he  was  an  attorn  y's 
"  clerk  in  the  next  chambers  to  mine.  What 
"  fay  you  ?  (hall  I  take  him  up  with  me  or  no  ?" 
My  father,  who  had  liftened  to  this  propofal  with 
great  eagerncfs,  as  foon  as  my  coufin  had  dorre 
fpeaking,  cried,  "  A  match  ;"  and  immediately 
gave  him  his  hand,  in  token  of  his  confent.  Thus 
the  bargain  was  ftruck,  and  my  fate  determined 
before  my  tutor  came  back. 

IT  was  in  vain  that  he  afterwards  objected  to 
the  character  of  my  new  m after,  and  exprefled  the 
moft  dreadful  apprehenfions  at  my  becoming  an 
attorney's  clerk,  and  entering  into  the  fociety  of 
wretches  who  had  been  reprefented  to  him,  and 
perhaps  not  unjuftly,  as  the  moft  profligate  upon 
earth  :  they  do  not,  indeed,  become  worfe  than 
others,  merely  as  clerks  \  but  as  young  perfons, 
who  with  more  money  to  fpend  in  the  gratification 
of  appetite,  are  fooner  than  others  abandoned  to 
their  own  condudl :  for  though  they  are  taken  from 
under  the  protection  of  a  parent,  yet  being  fcarce 
confidcred  as  in  a  ftate  of  fervitude,  they  are  not 
fufficicntly  reftrained  by  the  authority  of  a  mafter. 
F  3  MY 
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My  father  had  conceived  of  my  coufin  as  the 
befl-natured  man  in  the  world  :  and  probably 
was  intoxicated  with  the  romantic  hope,  of  living 
to  fee  me  upon  the  Bench  at  Weftminfter-hall, 
or  of  meeting  me  on  the  circuit  lolling  in  my  own 
coach,  and  attended  by  a  crowd  of  the  inferior 
inflruments  of  juftice.  He  was  not  therefore  to  be 
moved  either  by  expoftulation  or  intreaty j  and  I 
fet  out  with  my  coufin  on  horfeback,to  meet  the 
ftage  at  a  town  within  a  few  miles,  after  having 
taken  leave  of  my  father,  with  a  tendernefs  that 
melted  us  both  ;  and  received  from  the  hoary 
faint  his  laft  inftrudlions  and  benediction,  and  at 
length  the  parting  embrace,  which  was  given 
with  the  filent  ardor  of  unutterable  wilhes,  and 
repeated  with  tears  that  could  no  longer  be  fup- 
prefled  or  concealed. 

WHEN  we  were  feated  in  the  coach,  my  coufin 
began  to  make  him  ft- If  merry  with  the  regret  and 
clifcontent  that  he  perceived  in  my  countenance, 
at  leaving  a  cowhoufe,  a  hogftye,  and  two  old 
grey-pates,  who  were  contending  whether  I  (hould 
be  buried  in  a  farm  or  a  college.  I,  who  had 
never  heard  either  my  father  or  my  tutor  treated 
with  irreverence,  could  not  conceal  my  difplcafure 
and  refcntmcnt :  but  he  ftill  continued  to  rally  my 
country  fimplicity  with  many  allufions  which  I 
>>t  then  underfrand,  but  which  greatly  de- 
lighted the  reft  of  the  company.  The  fourth 

day 
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day  brought  us  to  our  journey's  end,  and  my 
matter,  as  foon  as  we  reached  his  chambers, 
fhook  me  by  the  hand,  and  bid  me  welcome  to 
the  Temple. 

HE  had  been  fome  years  a  widower,  and  his 
only  child  a  daughter  being  {till  at  a  boarding- 
khool,  his  family  confifttd  only  of  a  man  and 
maid-fervant  and  myfelf  :  for  though  he  had  two 
hired  clerks,  yet  they  lodged  and  boarded  them- 
ilives.  The  horrid  lewdnefs  and  profanenefs  of 
thefe  fellows  terrified  and  difgufted  me ;  nor 
could  I  believe  that  my  mailer's  property  and 
-intereft  could  be  fafely  intruded  with  men,  who 
in  every  refpect  appeared  to  be  fo  deftitute  of 
virtue  and  religion  :  I,  therefore,  thought  it  my 
duty  to  apprife  him  of  his  danger  ;  and  accord- 
ingly one  (lay  when  we  were  at  dinner,  I  com- 
municated my  fufpicion,  and  the  reafon  upon 
which  it  was  founded.  The  formal  folemnity 
with  which  I  introduced  this  converfation,  and 
the  air  of  importance  which  I  gave  to  my  dif- 
covery,  threw  him  into  a  violent  fit  of  laughter, 
which  ftruclc  me  dumb  with  confufion  and  aflo- 
nifhment.  As  foon  as  he  recovered  himfelf,  he 
told  me,  that  though  his  clerks  might  ufe  fome 
expreilions  that  I  had  not  been  accuftomed  to 
hear,  yet  he  believed  them  to  be  very  honeft  j 
and  that  he  placed  more  confidence  in  them, 
than  he  would  in  a  formal  prig,  of  whom  he 
F  4  knew 
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knew  nothing  but  that  he  went  every  morning 
and  evening  to  prayers,  and  faid  grace  before  and 
after  meat ;  that  as  to  <"<.v.  arm?,  they  meant  no 
harm  j  and  as  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  every 
young  fellow  liked  a  girl,  it  was  better  they 
fhould  joke  about  it  than  be  hypocritical  and 
fly  :  not  that  he  would  be  thought  to  fufpect  my 
integrity,  or  to  blame  me  for  pra&ices,  which 
he  knew  to  be  merely  effecls  of  the  bigotry  and 
fuperftition  in  which  I  had  been  educated,  and 
not  the  difguifes  of  cunning  or  the  fubterfuges 
of  guilt. 

I  WAS  greatly  mortified  at  my  coufin's  beha- 
viour on  this  occafion,  and  wondered  from  what 
caufe  it  could  proceed,  and  why  he  fhould  fo 
lightly  pafs  over  thofe  vices  in  others,  from 
which  he  abftained  himfelf  j  for  I  had  never 
heard  him  fwear ;  and  as  his  expreffions  were 
not  obfcene,  I  imagined  his  converfation  was 
chafte ;  in  which,  however,  my  ignorance  de- 
ceived me,  and  it  was  not  long  before  I  had  rea- 
fon  to  change  my  opinion  of  his  character. 


NUMB. 
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NUMB.  13-    TUESDAY,  December  ig,   1752. 

Sic  omniafatis 

In  pejus  ruere^  ac  retro  jub lap  fa  referri: 
Non  aliter  quam  qui  adverjo  vlx  flumine  lemlum 
Remigiis  fubigit :  fi  brackia  forte  remijit^ 
Atque  ilium  in  pi\sceps  prono  rapit  aheus  amni. 

VIRG. 

Thus  all  below,  whether  by  nature's  curfe, 
Or  fate's  decree,  degen'rate  ftill  to  worfe. 
So  the  boat's  brawny  crew  the  current  ftem, 
And,  flow  advancing,  ftruggle  with  the  dream  : 
But  if  they  flack  their  hands,  or  ceafe  to  ftrive, 
Then  down  the  flood  with  headlong  hade  they 
drive.  DRYDEN. 

THERE  came  one  morning  to  enquire  for 
him  at  his  chambers,  a  lady  who  had  fome- 
thing  in  her  manner  which  caught  my  atten- 
tion and  excited  my  curiolity  :  her  clothes  were 
fine,  but  the  manner  in  which  they  were  put 
on  was  rather  flaunting  than  elegant ;  her  ad* 
drefs  was  not  eafy  nor  polite,  but  feemed  to  be 
a  ftrange  mixture  of  affec"led  ftate  and  licentious 
familiarity  :  fhe  looked  in"  the  glafs  while  (he 
was  fpeaking  to  me,  and  without  any  confufion 
adjufted  her  tucker:  flie  fcemed  rather  ple?fed 
F  5  than 
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than  difconcerted  at  being  regarded  with  ear- 
ueftnefs ;  and  being  told  that  my  coufm  was 
abroad,  fhe  afked  fome  trifling  queftions,  and 
then  making  a  flight  cur-tfey,  took  up  the  fide 
of  her  hoop  with  a  jerk  that  difcovered  at  leaft 
half  her  leg,  and  hurried  down  ftairs. 

I  COULD  not  help  enquiring  of  the  clerks,  if 
they  knew  this  lady  ;  and  was  greatly  confounded 
when  they  told  me  with  an  air  of  fecrecy,  that 
fhe  was  my  coufm's  miflrefs,  whom  he  had  kept 
altrmft  two  years  i  in  lodgings  near  Covent-gar- 
den.  Atrirft  I  fufpecled  this  information  ;  but  it 
was  focn  confirmed  by  fo  many  circumftances, 
•that  I  could.no  longer  doubt  of  its  truth. 

As  my  principles  were  yet  untainted,  and  the 
influence  of  my  education  was  ftill  ftrong,  I  re- 
garded my  coufm's  fentiments  as  impious  and 
deteitable  ;  and  his  example  rather  ftruck  me 
with  horror,  than  fed  need  me  to  imitation.  I 
flattered  rnyfelf  with  hopes  of  effecting  his  re- 
formation, and  took  every  opportunity  to  hint 
the  wickeclnefs  of  allowed  incontinence ;  for 
which  I  was  always  rallied  when  he  was  difpofed 
to  be  merry,  aod  anfwered  with  the  contemptuous 
fneer  of  felf-fufficiency  when  he  was  fallen. 

NEAR   four   years  of  my   clerkfhip  were  now 
expired,  and  I  had  never  yet  entered  the  lifts  as 
a  difputant  with  my  coufm  :   for  tho'  I  conceived 
niyfelf  to  bcmuehr  his  fuperior  in  moral  and  theo- 
logical 
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logical  learning,  and  though  he  often  admitted 
me  to  familiar  converfation,  yet  I  ftill  regarded 
the  fubordination  of  a  fervant  to  a  matter,  as  one 
of  the  duties  of  my  ftation,  and  preferved  it  with 
fuch  exa&nefs,  that  I  never  exceeded  a  queftion 
or  a  hint  when  we  were  alone,  and  was  always 
filcnt  when  he  had  company,  tho'  I  frequently 
heard  fuch  pofitions  advanced,  as  made  me  won- 
der that  no  tremendous  token  of  the  divine  dif- 
pleafure  immediately  followed  :  but  coming  one 
night  from  the  tavern,  warm  with  wine,  and,  as 
I  imagined,  flufhed  with  polemic  fuccefs,  he  in- 
fifled  upon  my  taking  one  glafs  with  him  before 
he  went  to  bed  ;  and  almoft  as  foon  as  we  were 
feated,  he  gave  me  a  formal  challenge,  by  de- 
nying all  DIVINE  REVELATION,  and  defying 
me  to  prove  it. 

I  NOW  confidered-  every  diftinclion  as  thrown 
down,  and  flood  forth  as  the  champion  of  reli- 
gion, with  that  elation  of  mind  which  the  hero 
always  feels  at  the  approach  of  danger.  I  thought 
myfelf  fecure  of  victory;  and  rejoicing  that  he 
ba<l  now  compelled  me  to  do  what  I  had  often 
wiihed  he  would  permit,  I  obliged  him  to  de- 
dare  that  he  would  difpute  upon  equal  terms, 
atid-we  began  the  debate.  But  it  Was  not  long" 
before  I  was  aftohiflied  to  find  myfelf  con-' 
founded  by  a  man,  whom  I  faw  half  drunk,  and 
whofc  learning  and  abilities  I  'defpifcd  -vvlu.n  he 
F  6  was 
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was  fober  j  for  as  I  had  but  very  lately  difcover- 
cd,  that  any  of  the  principles  of  religion,  from  the 
immortality  of  the  foul  to  the  deepeft  myftery, 
had  been  fo  much  as  queftioned,  all  his  ob- 
jections were  new.  I  was  aflaulted  where  I  had 
made  no  preparation  for  defence  ;  and  having  not 
been  fo  much  accuftomed  to  difputation,  as  to 
confider,  that,  in  the  prefent  weaknefs  of  human 
intellects,  it  is  much  eafier  to  object  than  anfwer, 
and  that  in  every  difquifition  difficulties  are  found 
which  cannot  be  refolved,  I  was  overborne  by  the 
fudden  onfet,  and  in  the  tumult  of  my  f^arch 
after  anfwcrs  to  his  cavils,,  forgot  to  prefs  the  po- 
fitive  arguments  on  which  religion  is  eftablifhed  : 
he  took  advantage  of  my  ccnfufion,  proclaimed 
his  own  triumph,  and  becaufe  I  was  deprefled, 
treated  me  as  vanquifhed. 

As  the  event  which  had  thus  mortified  my 
pride,  was  perpetually  revolved  in  my  mind,  the 
fame  mi-flake  ftill  continued  :  I  enquired  for  folu- 
tions  inftead  of  proofs,  and  found  myfelf  more 
and  more  entangled  in  the  fnares  of  fophiflry.  In 
fome  other  converfations  which  my  coufin  was 
now  eager  to  begin,  new  difficulties  were  ftarted, 
the  labyrinth  of  doubt  grew  more  intricate,  and 
as  the  queftion  was  of  infinite  moment,  my  mind 
was  brought  into  the  moft  diftrefsful  anxiety- 
I  ruminated  inceffantly  on  the  fubjecT:  of  our  de- 
batea  fometimes  chiding  myfelf  for  my  doubts, 
5  and 
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and  fometimes  applauding  the  courage  and  free- 
dom of  my  inquiry. 

WHILE  my  mind  was  in  this  ftate,  I  heard  by 
accident  that  there  was  a  club  at  an  alehoufe  in 
the  neighbourhood,  where  fuch  fubjec~b  were 
freely  debated,  to  which  every  body  was  admitted 
without  fcruple  or  formality  :  to  this  club-in  an 
evil  hour  I  refolved  to  go,  that  I  might  learu 
how  knotty  points  were  to  be  difeufled,  and 
truth  diftinguifhed  from  error. 

ACCORDINGLY  on  the  next  club  night  I  ming- 
led with  the  multitude  that  was  aiFembled  in 
this  fchool  of  folly  and  infidelity  :  I  was  at  firft 
difgufted  at  the  grofs  ignorance  of  fome,  and 
Ihocked  at  the  horrid  blafphemy  of  others  j  but 
euriofity  prevailed,  and  my  fenfibility  by  degrees 
woreofF.  I  found  that  almoft  every  fpcaker  had 
a  different  opinion,  which  fome  of  them  fup- 
ported  by  arguments,  that  tome,  who  was  utterly- 
unacquainted  with  difputation,  appeared  to  hold' 
oppofite  probabilities  in  exadl  equipoife;  fo  thnt, 
inftead  of  being  confirmed  in  any  principle,  t 
was  divefted  of  all  ;  the  perplexity  of  my  mind 
was  increafed,  and  1  contracted  fuch  a  habit  of 
queftioning  whatever  offered  itfelf  to  my  ima-: 
gination,  that  I  almoil  doubted  of  my  own  e:<- 
iftence. 

IN  proportion  as  I  was  lefs  aflured  in  my  prin- 
ciples, I  was  lefs.  .clrcumfpeil  in  my  conduct: 

but 
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but  fuch  was  ftill 'the  force  of  education,  that 
any  grofs  violence  offered  to  that  which  I  had 
held  facred,  and  every  adl:  which  I  had  been  ufed 
to  regard  as  incurring  the  forfeiture  of  the  DI- 
VINE FAVOUR,  Hung  me  with  rcmorfe.  I  was 
indeed  ftill  reftrained  from  flagitious  immorality, 
by  the  power  of  habit :  but  this  power  grew 
weaker  and  weaker,  and  the  natural  -propenfitv  to 
ill  :.-.. ••".-.lally  took  place;  as  the  motion  that  is 
communicated  to  a  ball  which  is  ftruck  up  into 
the  air,  becomes  every  moment  Icfs  r.nd  lefs, 
till  at  length  it  recoils  by  its  own  weight. 

FEAR  and  hope,  the  great  fprir.gs  of  human 
acHon,  had  now  loft  their  principalobjecl:?,  as 
I  doubted  whether  the  enjoyment  of  the  prci^nl- 
moment  was  not  all  that  I  could  fecure  ;  my 
power  to  refift  temptation  diminifhed  with  my 
dependence  upon  the  GRACE  OF  G  O  D,  and 
regard  to  the  fanclion  of -his  law;  am!-  I 
n"rft  feduced  by  a  proititute,  in  my  return  from 
a  declamation  on  the  BEAUTY  of  virtue,  and 
the  ftrength  of  the  MORAL  SENSE. 

I  BEGAN  now  to  give  myfelf  up  intirtly  to 
fenfuality,  and  the  gratification  of  appetite  termi- 
nated my  profpe&s  of  felicity  :  that  peace  of  mind, 
which  is  the  funfhrneof  the  foul,  was  txch--. 
for  the  gloom  of  doubt,  and  the  ftorm  of  paffion  ; 
and  rny  confidence  in  GOD  ajid  hope  of  evqrlaft- 
jng..jpy,  for  fudden  terrors  and  vain  y/ifhW,  the> 

lothings 
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lothings  of  fatiety,  and  the  anguim   of  difap- 
pointment. 

I  WAS  indeed  impatient  under  this  fluctuation 
of  opinion,  and  therefore  I  applied  to  a  gentle- 
man who  was  a  principal  fpeaker  at  the  club,  and 
deemed  a  profound  philofopher,  to  aftift  the  la- 
bours of  my  own  mind  in  the  inveftigation  of 
truth,  and  relieve  me  from  diftracStion  by  remov- 
ing my  doubts  :  but  this  gentleman,  inftead  of 
adminiftering  relief,  lamented  the  prejudice  of 
education,  which  he  faid  hindered  me  from 
yielding  without  referve  to  the  force  of  truth, 
and  might  perhaps  always  keep  my  mind  anxious, 
tho'  my  judgment  mould  be  convinced.  But  as 
the  rnoft  effe&ual  remedy  for  this  deplorable 
evil,  he  recommended  to  me  the  works  of  Chubb, 
Morgan,  and  many  others,  which  I  procured, 
and  read  with  great  eagernefs ;  and  tho'  I  was 
not  at  laft  a  found  deift,  yet  I  perceived  with  fome 
pleafure  that  my  ftock  of  polemic  knowledge 
was  greatly  increafed  ;  fo  that,  inftcad  of  being 
an  auditor,  I  commenced  a  fpeaker  at  the  club  : 
and  tho'  to  ftarid  up  and  babble  to  a  crowd  in 
an  alehoyfe,  till  filence  is  commanded  by  'the- 
ftroke  of  a  hammer,  is  as  low  an  ambition  asca,n 
taint  the  human  mind,  yet  I  was  much  clcvi'tvd 
by  my  new  diftindlion,  and  pleafed  with  the 
deference  that  was  paid  to  my  judgment.  I 
fometimcs,  indeed,  reflected,"  that  I  was  propa- 

gatWg 
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gating  opinions  by  which  I  had  myfelf  become  vi- 
cious and  wretched  ;  but  it  immediately  occurred, 
that  tho'  my  conduct  was  changed,  it  could  not 
be  proved  that  my  virtue  was  lefs  ;  becaufe  many 
things,  which  I  avoided  as  vicious  upon  my  old 
principles,  were  innocent  upon  my  new.  I 
therefore  went  on  in  my  career,  and  was  perpe- 
tually racking  my  Invention  for  new  topics  and 
illuftration ;  and  among  other  expedients,  as 
well  to  advance  my  reputation,  as  to  quiet  my 
eonfcience,  and  deliver  me  from  the  torment  of 
remorfe,  I  thought  of  the  following. 

HAVING  learned  that  all  error  is  innocent,  be- 
caufe it  is  involuntary,  I  concluded,  that  nothing 
more  was  neceflary  to  quiet  the  mind  than  to 
prove  that  all  vice  was  error  :  I  therefore  formed 
the  following  argument ;  "  No  man  becomes  vi- 
"  cious,  but  from  a  belief  that  vice  will  confer 
*'  happinefs  :  he  may,  indeed,  have  been  told 
"  the  contrary  :  but  implicit  faith  is  not  required 
"  of  reafonable  beings  :  therefore,  as  every  man 
"  ought  to  feek  happinefs,  every  man  may  la\v- 
"  fully  make  the  experiment:  if  he  is  difap- 
**  pointed,  it  is  plain  that  he  did  not  intend 
"  that  which  has  happened  ;  fo  that  every  vice 
*'  is  an  error  j  and  therefore  no  vice  will  be 
"  puniflied." 

I  COMMUNICATED  this  ingenious  contrivanc* 
to  my  friend  the  philofopher,  who,  inftead  of  de- 
tecting 
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teeming  the  difference  between  ignorance  and  per- 
Verfenefs,  or  ftuting  the  limitations  within  which 
we  are  bound  to  feek  our  own  happinefs,  ap- 
plauded the  acutcnefs  of  my  pen-tration,  and  the 
force  of  my  reafoning.  I  was  impatient  to  dif- 
play  fo  novel  and  important  a  difcovery  to  the 
club,  and  the  attention  that  it  drew  upon  me 
gratified  my  ambition,  to  the  utmofl  of  my  ex- 
pectation. I  had  indeed  fome  opponents  ;  but 
they  were  fo  little  fkilled  in  argumentation,  and 
fo  ignorant  of  the  fubjec~t,  that  it  only  rendered 
my  conqueft  more  fignal  and  important ;  for  the 
chairman  fummed  up  the  arguments  on  both 
fides,  with  fo  exact:  and  fcrupulous  an  impar- 
tiality, that  as  I  appeared  not  to  have  been  con- 
futed, thofe  who  could  not  difcover  the  weaknefs 
of  my  antagonifts,  thought  that  to  confute  me 
was  impoflible ;  my  fophiftry  was  taken  for  de- 
monftration,  and  the  number  of  profelytes  was 
incredible.  The  aflembly  confifted  chiefly  of 
clerks  and  apprentices,  young  perfons  who  had 
received  a  religious  though  not  a  liberal  edu- 
cation ;  for  thofe  who  were  totally  ignorant,  or 
wholly  abandoned,  troubled  not  themfelves  with 
fuch  difputations  as  were  carried  on  at  our  club, : 
and  thefe  unhappy  boys,  the  impetuoflty  of 
whofe  paflions  was  reftrained  chiefly  by  fear, 
as  virtue  had  not  yet  become  a  habit,  were  glad 

to 
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to  have  the  fhackles  ftruck  off  which  they  Were 
told  prieftcraft  had  put  on. 

B.UT  however  I  might  fatisfy  other?,  I  was 
not  yet  fatisfied  my  {elf;  my  torment  returned, 
and  new  opiates  became  neceiTary  :  they  were 
not  indeed  eafily  to  be  found  ;  but  fuch  was  my 
good  fortune,  that  an  illiterate  mechanic  afforded 
me  a  moft  feafonable  relief,  "  by  difcuffing  the 
"  important  queftion,  and  demonftrating  that 
"  the  foul  was  not  nor  could  be  immortal."  I 
was,  indeed,  difpofed  to  believe  without  the  fe- 
vereft  fcrutiny,  what  I  now  began  fecretly  to 
wi£h  ;  for  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  my  mind,  that  I 
was  willing  to  give  up  the  hope  of  everlafting 
happinefs,  to  be  delivered  from  the  dread  of  per- 
petual mifery  ;  and  as  I  thought  of  dying  as  a  re- 
mote event,  the  appreheniion  of  loftng  rny  cx- 
iftence  with  my  life,  did  not  much  interrupt  the 
pleafures  of  the  bagnio  and  the  tavern. 

THEY  were,  however,  interrupted  by  another 
caufe  ;  for  I  contracted  a  diftemper,  which 
alarmed  and  terrified  me,  in  proportion  as  its 
progrefs  was  fwift,  and  its  confequences  were 
dreadful.  In  this  diflrefs  I  applied  to  a  young 
furgeon,  who  was  a  fpeaker  at  the  club,  and 
gained  a  genteel  fubfiftancc  by  keeping  it  in  re- 
pair ;  he  treated  my  complaint  as  a  trifle  ;  and 
to  prevent  any  ferioiis  reflections  in  this  interval 
of  pain  and  folitude,  he  rallied  the  deplorable- 
length. 
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length  of  my  countenance,  and  exhorted  me  to 
behave  like  a  man. 

MY  pride,  rather  than  my  fear,  made  me  very 
felicitous  to  conceal  this  diforder  from  my  coufin  j 
but  he  foon  difcovered  it  rather  with  pleafurc 
than  anger,  as  it  completed  his  triumph,  and 
afforded  him  a  new  fubje&of  raillery  and  merri- 
ment. By  the  fpiritual  and  corporeal  afliftance 
of  my  furgeon,  I  was  at  length  reftored  to  my 
health,  with  the  fame  difiblute  morals,  and  a 
refolution  to  purfue  my  pleafures  with  more 
caution  :  inftead,  therefore,  of  hiring  a  profti- 
tute,  I  now  endeavoured  to  feduce  the  virgin, 
and  corrupt  the  wife. 

f^7^f^s^^^7^r^fo*r^fQr^/^f^/^r^r^lF^r^r^&*\ 

NUMB.  14.  SATURDAY,  December  23,  1752. 

Admonet)  et  magna  teftatur  voce  per  umbras  : 
Dtfcite  juftltlam  moniti,  et  non  temnere  Divas. 

VlRG. 

Ev'n  yet  his  voice  from  hell's  dread  fhades  we 

hear — 
"  Beware,  learn  juftice,  and  the  Gods  revere." 

IN  thefe  attempts  my  new  principles  afforded 
me  great  afliftance  ;   for  I  found  that  thofe 
whom  I  could  Convert,   I  could  eafily  debauch  ; 
and  that  to  convert  many,  nothing  more  was  ne- 
ceflary  than  to  advance  my  principles,  and  alledge 
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fomething  in  defence  of  them,  by  which  I  appeared 
to  be  convinced  myfclf ;  for  not  being  able  to  dif- 
pute,  they  thought  that  the  argument  which  had 
convinced  me,  would,  if  they  could  underftand 
it  convince  them :  fo  that,  by  yielding  an  im- 
plicit aflent,  they  at  once  paid  a  compliment  to 
their  own  judgments,  and  fmoothed  the  way  to 
the  indulgence  of  appetite. 

WHILE  I  was  thus  gratifying  every  inordinate 
defire,  and  paffing  from  one  degree  of  guilt  to 
another,  my  coufin  determined  to  take  his 
daughter,  who  was  now  in  her  nineteenth  year, 
from  fchool  j  and  as  he  intended  to  make  her 
miftrefs  of  his  family,  he  quitted  his  chambers, 
and  took  a  houfe^ 

THIS  young  lady  I  had  frequently  feen,  and  al- 
ways admired  ;  fhe  was  therefore  no  fooner  come 
home,  than  I  endeavoured  to  recommend  myfelf 
by  a  thoufand  afliduities,  and  rejoiced  in  the 
many  opportunities  that  were  afforded  me  ta  en- 
tertain her  alone  j  and  perceived  that  fhe  was 
not  difpleafed  with  my  company,  nor  infenfible 
to  my  cornplaifance. 

MY  coufin,  tho'  he  had  feen  the  effe&s  of  his 
documents  of  infidelity  in  the  corruption  of  my 
morals,  yet  could  not  forbear  to  fneer  at  religion 
in  the  prefence  of  his  daughter  j  a  practice  in 
which  I  now  always  concurred,  as  it  facilitated 
the  execution  of  a  defign  that  I  had  formed  of 

rendering 
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rendering  her  fubfervient  to  my  plcafures.  I  might 
indeed  have  married  her,  and  perhaps  my  coufin 
fecretly  intended  that  I  fiiould  :  but  I  knew  women 
too  well  to  think  that  marriage  would  confine  my 
wifhes  to  a  fingle  object ;  and  I  was  utterly  averfe 
to  a  ftate,  in  which  the  pleafure  of  variety  muft 
be  facrificed  to  domeftic  quiet,  or  domeftic  quiet 
to  the  pleafure  of  variety  j  for  I  neither  imagined 
that  I  could  long  indulge  myfelf  in  an  unlawful 
familiarity  with  many  women,  before  it  would 
by  fome  accident  be  difcovered  to  my  wife;  nor 
that  fhe  would  be  fo  very  courteous  or  philofo- 
phical,  as  to  fufter  this  indulgence  without  ex- 
poftulation  and  clamour :  and  He/ides,  I  had  no 
liking  to  a  brood  of  children,  whofe  wants  would 
fbon  become  importunate,  and  whofe  claim  to 
my  induflry  and  frugality  would  be  univerfally  ac- 
knowledged ;  though  the  offspring  of  a  miftrefs 
might  be  abandoned  to  beggary,  without  breach 
of  the  law,  or  offence  to  focicty. 

THE  young  lady,  on  the  contrary,  as  fhe  per- 
ceived that  my  addrefles  exceeded  common  civili- 
ties, did  not  queftion  but  that  my  view  was  to  ob- 
tain her  for  a  wife  j  and  I  could  difcern  that  (he  of- 
ten expected  fuch  a  declaration,  and  feemcd  di lap- 
pointed  that  I  had  not  yet  propofed  an  application 
to  her  father :  but  imagining,  I  fuppofe,  that  thefe 
circumftances  were  only  delayed  till  the  fltteft  op- 
portunity, {he  did  not  fcruple  to  admit  all  the  free- 
doms 
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doms  that  were  confident  with  modefty;  and  I 
drew  every  day  nearer  to  the  accomplishment  ot 
my  dcfign,  by  infentlbie  approaches,  without 
alarming  her  fear,  or  confirming  her  hopes. 

I  KNEW  that  only  two  things  were  neceflary; 
her  paffions  were  to  be  inflamed,  and  the  motives 
from  which  they  were  to  be  fupprefied,  removed. 
I  was  therefore  perpetually  infmuating,  that  no- 
thing which  was  natural  could  be  ill ;  I  com- 
plained of  the  impofitions  and  reftraints  of  prieft- 
craft  and  fuperftition ;  and,  as  if  thefe  hints 
were  cafual  and  accidental,  I  would  immediate- 
ly afterwards  fing  a  tender  fong,  repeat  forne  fe- 
ducing  vcrfes,  or  read  a  novel. 

BUT  henceforward,  let  never  infulted  beauty 
admit  a  fecond  time  into  her  prefence  the  wretch 
who  has  once  attempted  to  ridicule  religion,  and 
fubftitute  other  aids  to  human  frailty,  for  that 
"  love  of  GOD  which  is  better  than  life,"  and 
that  fear  "  which  is  the  beginning  of  wifdom:" 
fo.r  whoever  makes  fuch  an  attempt,  intends  to  be- 
tray ;  the  contrary  conduct  being  without  queftion 
the  intereft  of  every  one  whole  intentions  are  good, 
bccaufe  even  thole  who  profanely  deny  religion 
to  be  of  DIVINE  origin,  do  yet  acknowledge  that 
it  is  a  political  inititution  well  calculated  to 
ftrengthen  the  band  of  fociety,  and  to  keep  out 
the  ravager,  by  intrenching  innocence  and  arming 
virtue.  To  oppofe  thefe  corrupters  by  argument 

rather 
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:  than  contempt,  is  to  parly  with  a  murder- 
er, who  may  bs  cxc  -hided  by  {hutting  a  door. 

Mvcouf:.  '  ..ruled  frequently  tod: fpute 

with  me,  a          i  :putes  always  favoured  the 

execution  o; 'nr  p  c'ecl:  tho',  left  I  fhould  alarm 
her  too  much,  I  often  affected  to  appear  half  in 
jciVj  and  when  I  ventured  to  take  any  liberty,  by 
which  the  bounds  of  modefty  was  fomewhat  in- 
vaded, I  fucidcnly  defifted  with  an  air  of  eafy  neg- 
ligence ;  and  as  the  attempt  was  not  purfued,  and 
nothing  farther  feemed  to  be  intended  than  was 
done,  it  was  regarded  but  as  waggery,  and  punifhed 
only  with  a  flap  or  a  frown.  Thus  fhe  became  fa- 
miliar with  infidelity  and  indecency  by  degrees.  • 

I  ONCE  fubtily  engaged  her  ifi  a  debate,  whether 
the  gratification  of  natural  appttitcs  was  in  itfclf 
innocent ;  and  whether,  if  fo,  the  want  of  external 
ceremony  could  in  any  cafe  render  it  criminal.  I 
infilled  that  virtue  and  vice  were  not  influenced  by 
external  ceremonies,  nor  founded  upon  human 
laws,  which  were  arbitrary,  temporary,  and  local : 
and  that  as  a  young  lady's  {hutting  herfelf  up  in  a 
nunnery  was  ftill  evil,  tho' enjoined  by  fuch  laws  ; 
ib  the  tranfmitting  her  beauty  to  pofterity  was 
ftill  good,  tho'  under  certain  circumstances  it 
had  by  fuch  laws  been  forbidden.  Tlris  fhe  af- 
fected utterly  to  deny,,  arid  I  proppfed  that  the 
queftion  fhould  be  referred  to  her  papa,  without 
informing  him  of  our  debate,  and  that  it  mould  be 
9  determined 
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determined  by  his  opinion  ;  a  propofal  to  which 
fhe  readily  agreed.  I  immediately  adverted  to 
other  fubjedts,  as  if  I  had  no  intereft  in  the  ifTue 
of  our  debate  j  but  I  could  perceive  that  it  funk 
deep  into  her  mind,  and  that  flic  continued  more 
thoughtful  than  ufual. 

I  DID  not  however  fail  to  introduce  a  fuitabk 
topic  of  difcourfe  the  next  time  my  coufm  was 
prcfent,  and  having  ftated  the  queftion  in  general 
terms,  he  gave  it  in  my  favour,  without  fufpecl:- 
ing  that  he  was  judge  in  his  own  caufe  ;  and  the 
next  time  I  was  alone  with  his  daughter,  without 
mentioning  his  decilion,  I  renewed  my  familia- 
rity, I  found  her  refiftance  lefs  refolute,  purfued 
my  advantage,  and  completed  her  ruin. 

WITHIN  a  few  months  fhe  perceived  that  fhe 
was  with  child  ;  a  circumftance  that  fhe  commu- 
nicated to  me  with  expreffions  of  the  moft  piercing 
diftrefs  :  but  inftead  of  confenting  to  marry  her, 
to  which  fhe  had  often  urged  me  with  all  the  little 
arts  of  perfuafion  that  (he  could  pradlife,  I  made 
light  of  the  affair,  chid  her  for  being  fo  much 
alarmed  at  fo  trivial  an  accident-,  and  propofed  a 
medicine  which  I  told  her  would  effectually  pre- 
vent the  difcovery  of  our  intercourfe,  by  deftroy- 
ing  the  efft&  of  it  before  it  could  appear.  At  this 
propofition  fhe  fainted,  and  when  fhe  recovered, 
oppofed  It  with  terror  and  regret,  with  tears, 
trembling  and  intreaty :  but  I  continued  inflexible, 

and 


No.  14.  THE     ADVENTURER.  121 

and  at  length  cither  removed  or  over-ruled  her 
fcruples,  by  the  fame  arguments  that  had  firft 
fcduced  her  to  guilt.  • 

THE  long  vacation  was  now  commenced,  and 
my  clerkfhip  was  juft  expired  :  I  therefore  pro- 
pofed  to  my  coufm  that  we  mould  all  make  a  vi- 
fit  to  my  father,  hoping  that  the  fatigue  of  the 
iourney  would  favour  my  purpofe,  by  increafing 
the  effect  of  the  medicine,  and  accounting  for  an 
indifpofition  which  it  might  be  fuppofed  tocaufe. 

THE  plan  being  thus  concerted,  and  my  cou- 
fm's  concurrence  being  obtained,  it  was  imme- 
diately put  in  execution.  I  applied  to  my  old 
friend  the  club  furgeon,  to  whom  I  made  no  fe- 
cretof  fuch  affairs,  and  he  immediately  furnifhed 
me  with  medicaments,  which  he  affured  me 
would  anfwer  my  purpofe  ;  but  either  by  a  mif- 
take  in  the  preparation,  or  in  the  quantity,  they 
produced  a  diforder,  which,  foon  after  the  dear 
injured  unhappy  girl  arrived  at  her  journey's 
end,  terminated  in  her  death. 

MY  confufion  and  remorfe  at  this  event  are  not 
to  be  exprefled,  but  confufion  and  remorfe  were 
fuddenly  turned  into  aftonimment  and  terror  ; 
for  me  was  fcarce  dead  before  I  was  taken  into 
cuftody,  upon  fufpicion  of  murder.  Her  father 
had  depofed,  that  juft  before  me  died,  me  defired 
to  fpeak  to  him  in  private  j  and  that  then,  taking 
his  hand,  and  intrcating  his  forgivcnefs,  (he  told 

VOL.  I.  G  him 
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hi-n  that  fhe  was  with  child  by  me,  and  that  I 
had  poifoncd  her,  under  pretence  of  preferving 
her  reputation. 

WHETHER  fhe  made  this  declaration,  or  only 
confefled  the  truth,  and  her  father  to  revenge 
the  injury  had  forged  the  reft,  cannot  now  be 
known  ;  but  the  coroner  having  been  fum- 
moned,  and  the  body  viewed,  and  found  to  have 
been  pregnant,  with  many  marks  of  a  violent 
and  uncommon  diforder,  a  verdict  of  wilful 
murder  was  brought  in  againft  me,  and  I  was 
committed  to  the  county  gaol. 

As  the  judges  were  then  upon  the  circuit,  I 
was  within  lefs  than  a  fortnight  convi&ed  and 
condemned  by  the  zeal  of  the  jury,  whofe  paf- 
fions  had  been  fo  greatly  inflamed  by  the  enor- 
mity of  the  crime  with  which  I  had  been  char- 
ged, that  they  were  rather  willing  that  I  mould 
fuffcr  being  innocent,  than  that  I  mould  efcape 
being  guilty  j  but  it  appearing  to  the  judge  in 
the  courfe  of  the  trial  that  murder  was  not  in- 
tended, he  reprieved  me  before  he  left  the  town. 

I  MIGHT  now  have  redeemed  the  time,  and, 
awakened  to  a  fenfe  of  my  folly  and  rr.y  guilt, 
might  have  made  fome  reparation  to  mankind  for 
the  injury  which  I  had  done  to  fociety  ;  and  en- 
deavoured to  rekindle  fome  fpark  of  hope  in  my 
own  breaft,  by  repentance  and  devotion.  But 
alas  !  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  my  mind,  upon  fo 
6  luddcn 
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fudden  and  unexpected  a  calamity,  the  fear  of  death 
yielded  to  the  fear  of  infamy,  and  I  fwal lowed 
poifon  :  the  excefs  of  my  defperation  hindered  its 
immediate  effect ;  for,  as  I  took  too  much,  great 
part  of  it  was  thrown  up,  and  only  fuch  a  quantity 
remained  behind,  as  was  fufficient  to  infure  my 
deftruction,  and  yet  leave  me  time  to  contemplate 
the  horrors  of  the  gulph  into  which  I  am  finking. 

IN  this  deplorable  fituation  I  have  been  vifited 
by  the  furgeon  who  was  the  immediate  inftru- 
ment  of  my  misfortune,  and  the  philofopher  who 
directed  my  ftudies  :  but  thefe  are  friends  who 
only  roufe  me  to  keener  fenfibility,  and  inflict 
upon  me  more  exquifite  torment.  They  reproach 
me  with  folly,  and  upbraid  me  with  cowardice  ; 
they  tell  me  too,  that  the  fear  of  death  has  made 
me  regret  the  errors  of  fuperftition ;  but  what 
would  I  now  give  for  thofe  erroneous  hopes,  and 
that  credulous  fimplicity,  which,  tho'  I  have  been 
taught  to  defpife  them,  would  fuftain  me  in  the 
tremendous  hour  that  approaches,  and  avert  from 
my  laft  agony  the  horrors  of  defpair  ! 

I  HAVE  indeed  a  vifitor  of  another  kind,  the 
good  old  man  who  firft  taught  me  to  frame  a 
prayer,  and  firft  animated  me  with  the  hope  of 
heaven  ;  but  he  can  only  lament  with  me  that  this 
hope  will  not  return,  and  that  I  can  pray  with 
confidence  no  more :  he  cannot  by  a  fudden 
ftiracle  re-eftablifli  the  principles  which  I  have 
G  2  fub- 
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fubverted.  My  mind  is  all  doubt,  and  terror,  and 
confufion  ;  I  know  nothing  but  that  I  have  ren- 
dered ineffectual  the  clemency  of  my  JUDGE,  that 
the  approach  of  death  is  fwift  and  inevitable,  and 
that  either  the  {hades  of  everlafting  night,  or  the 
gleams  of  unquenchable  fire  are  at  hand.  My 
foul  in  vain  fhrinks  backward  :  I  grow  giddy  w'ith 
the  thought  :  the  next  moment  is  diftraction  ! 
Farewell.  O  P  S  I  N  O  U  S. 


NUME.  15.    TUESDAY,  December  26,   1752. 
Invent  urn  medlcina  meum  eft  -  OVID. 

Med'cine  is  mine.  DRY  DEN. 

AS  no  man  more  abhors  the  maxim,  which 
affirms  the  lawfulnefs  of  doing  evil  to  pro- 
duce good,  than  myfelf,  I  fliall  fpare  no  falfehood, 
becaufe  it  has  been  rendered  fubfervient  to  poli- 
tical purpofes,  nor  concur  in  the  deception  of 
mankind,  though  for  the  fervice  of  the  ftate. 

WHEN  the  public  liberty  has  been  thought  in 
fo  much  danger,  as  to  make  it  neceflary  to  expofe 
life  in  its  defence  ;  we  have  been  told  that  life  is 
the  inferior  bleffing  ;  that  death  is  more  eligible 
than  flavery  ;  and  that  to  hold  the  contrary  opi- 
nion, is  not  only  abfurd  but  infamous. 

THIS,  however,  whether  it  is  the  rant  cf 
cnthufiafm  or  the  infmuation  of  cunning,  con- 

tradicts 


No.   15.          THE      ADVENTURER.  125 

tradicis  the  voice  of  reafon  and  the  general  con- 
fent  of  mankind.  The  far  greater  part  of  the 
human  fpecies  are  confefled  to  live  in  a  ftate  of 
flavifh  fubjection  j  and  there  is  fcarce  any  part 
of  the  globe  where  that  which  an  Englifhman 
calls  liberty,  is  to  be  found  :  and  yet  it  does  not 
appear,  that  there  is  any  place  in  which  the  at- 
tachment to  life  is  difiblved,  or  that  defpotifm 
and  tyranny  ever  provoked  fuicide  to  depopulate 
their  dominions.  It  may  be  faid,  that  wretches' 
who  have  never  been  free,  fuffer  patiently  becaufe 
they  are  ftrangers  to  enjoyment ;  but  it  muft  be 
remembered,  that  our  heroes  of  liberty,  whether 
Bucks  or  Bloods,  or  of  whatever  other  denomi- 
nation, when  by  fome  creditor  of  flavifli  princi- 
ples they  have  been  locked  up  in  a  prifon,  never 
yet  petitioned  to  be  hanged. 

BUT  tho' to  every  individual  life  is  of  greater 
value  than  liberty  ;  yet  health  and  eafe  are  of 
greater  value  than  life  :  tho'  jollity  may  fome- 
times  be  found  in  the  cell  of  a  prifoner,  it  never 
enters  the  chambers  of  the  fick :  over  pain  and 
ficknefs,  the  fweetnefs  ofmunc,  the  fprightlinefs 
of  humour,  and  the  delicacies  of  luxury  have  no 
power.  Without  health  life  is  mifery ;  and 
death,  as  it  removes  pofitive  evil,  is  at  Icaft  a 
negative  good.  Among  the  many  advantages, 
therefore,  which  are  confcffed  to  be  peculiar  to 
Great  Britain,  the  higheft  furely  is  the  number 
G  3  of 
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of  medicines  that  are  difpenfed  in  this  metropo- 
Jis  ;  medicines  which  infallibly  remove  every  dif- 
eafe  by  which  the  value  of  life  is  annihilated, 
and  death  rendered  a  blefimg. 

IT  has  been  obferved  by  naturalifts,  that  every 
climate  produces  plants  peculiarly  adapted  to 
remove  its  peculiar  difeafes  j  and  by  moralifts, 
that  good  and  evil  are  univerfally  diftributed 
with  an  equal  hand  :  my  fubjedt  affords  a  re- 
markable inftance  of  the  truth  of  thefe  obferva- 
tions  :  for  without  this  extraordinary  interpo- 
fition  of  medical  power,  we  mould  not  only  be 
the  moft  loathfome,  debilitated,  and  difeafed  of 
all  mortals  ;  but  our  country  would  foon  be- 
come defolate,  or,  what  is  yet  worfe,  a  province 
to  France. 

OF  this  no  doubt  will  remain,  if  it  be  con- 
fidered,  that  the  medicines,  from  which  we  are 
told  almoft  every  noble  family  in  the  kingdom 
has  received  benefit,  are  fuch  as  INVIGORATE, 
CLEANSE,  and  BEAUTIFY  ;  for  if  our  nobility 
are  impotent,  loathfome,  and  hideous,  in  what 
condition  are  thofe  who  are  expofed  to  the  vicif- 
fitudes  of  wet  and  dry,  and  cold  and  heat,  which 
in  this  climate  are  fudden  and  frequent?  In 
what  condition  are  thofe  who  fweat  at  the  fur- 
nace, or  delve  in  the  mine,  who  draw  in  pefti- 
lential  fumes  at  every  breath,  and  admit  an 
enemy  to  life  at  every  pore  r  If  a  being  whofe 

•  perfpi- 
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perfpicacity  could  difcover  effe&s  yet  flumbering 
in  their  caufes,  would  perceive  the  future  peers 
of  this  realm  corked  clofe  in  a  vial,  or  rolled 
up  in  a  pill ;  or  if,  while  yet  more  diftant,  they 
would  appear  rifing  in  the  vapour  of  an  alembic, 
or  agitated  in  the  vortex  of  a  mortar  ;  from 
whence  muft  we  expect  thofe  who  fliould  here- 
after fupply  the  fleet,  the  manufactory,  or  the 
field  ? 

BUT  the  good  that  would  flow  in  a  thoufand 
ftreams  to  the  community  from  thefe  fountains 
of  health,  and  vigour,  and  beauty,  is  in  fome  de- 
gree intercepted,  by  the  envy  or  folly  of  perfons 
who  have  at  a  great  expence  crowded  the  city 
with  buildings  called  hofpitals  ;  in  which  thofe 
who  have  been  long  taught  to  mangle  the  dead, 
praclife  the  fame  horrid  arts  upon  the  living;  and 
where  a  cancer  or  a  gangrene  produce  the  am- 
putation of  a  limb,  though  a  cure  for  the  cancer 
might  have  been  purchafed  in  Fleet- Street  for  a 
fhilling,  and  a  powder  that  infhntly  flops  the 
progrefs  of  a  gangrene,  upon  Tower-Hill  for 
fix-pence.  In  hofpitais  difeafes  are  not  cured, 
but  rendered  incurable  :  and  though  of  this  the 
public  has  been  often  advertifed  by  Mr.  Robert 
Ratfey,  who  gives  advice  to  the  poor  in  Billitcr- 
Lane  ;  yet  hofpitals  are  ftill  filled,  and  new  do- 
nations are  made.  Mr.  Ratfey  has  indeed  him- 
felf  contributed  to  this  evil;  for  he  promifes  to 
cure  even  thofe  who  have  been  thus  rendered  in- 
G  4  curable  : 
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curable:  a  refource,  therefore,  is  ftill  left,  and 
the  vulgar  will  be  encouraged  to  throw  them- 
felves  into  an  hofpital,  in  compliance  with  their 
prejudices,  by  reflecting  that  after  all  they  can 
make  the  experiment  which  ought  to  have  been 
their  firft  choice. 

I  WOULD  not  be  thought  to  dictate  to  the 
legiflature  j  but  I  think  that  all  perfons,  efpeci- 
ally  this  gentleman,  fhould  be  prohibited  from 
curing  thefe  incurable  patients  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment :  though  I  hope  that  he  will,  after  this  no- 
tice, reftrain  the  firft  ardour  of  his  benevolence, 
by  reflecting  that  a  conduct  which  may  be  mer- 
cy to  one,  will  be  cruelty  to  many  ;  and  that  in 
his  future  advertifements  this  dangerous  promife 
will  not  be  repeated. 

THIS  ifland  has  been  long  famous  for  difeafes 
which  are  not  known  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world  j  and  my  predeceflbr,  the  SPECTATOR, 
has  taken  notice  of  a  pcrfon,  who  in  his  time, 
among  other  ftrange  maladies,  undertook  to  cure 
**  long  fea-voyages  and  campaigns."  If  I  can- 
not acquaint  my  readers  with  any  new  difeafe 
that  is  equally  aftonifhing,  I  can  record  a  me- 
thod of  cure,  which,  though  it  was  not  fuccefs- 
ful,  yet  deferves  to  be  remember^tl  for  farther 
•experiments. 

THE  minifter,  the  overfeer,  and  the  church- 
warden of  a  parifh  in  Kent,  after  fetting  forth 

the 
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the  mifcry  of  a  young  man  who  was  afflicted 
v/ith  a  rupture,  proceed  to  addrefs  the  public  in 
the  following  terms  : 

"  His  friends  applied  to  feveral  gentlemen 

"  for  a  cure,   but  all  proved  ineffectual,  and 

*'  wore  a  trufs,  till  we  fent  him  to  Mr.  Wood-' 

"  ward  at  the  King's  Arms,  near  Half-moon- 

"  ftreet,  Piccadilly." 

IT  appears,  therefore,  that  feveral  gentlemen, 
in  the  zeal  of  their  companion,  not  only  applied 
for  advice,  but  actually  wore  a  trufs  for  this  un- 
fortunate youth  ;  who  would,  notwithstanding, 
ftill  have  continued  to  languifh  in  great  mifery, 
if  they  had  not  at  laft  fent  him  to  Mr.  Woodward. 

AFTER  this  inftance  of  generous  companion 
and  true  public  fpirit,  it  will  be  juft  to  remark 
the  conduct  of  perfons  who  have  filled  a  much 
more  elevated  ftation,  who  have  been  appointed 
guardians  of  the  people,  and  whofe  obligation  to 
promote  their  happinefs  was  therefore  more 
complicated  and  extenfive. 

I  AM  told  that  formerly  a  patent  could  not  be 
obtained  for  difpcnfing  thefe  infallible  remedies 
at  a  lefsexpence  than  fixty  pounds  j  and  yet  that, 
without  a  patent,  counterfeits  are  impofed  upon 
•the  public,  by  which  difeafes  are  rendered  more 
-malignant,  and  death  precipitated.  I  am,  how- 
ever, very  unwilling  to  believe,  that  the  legif- 
lature  ever  refufed  to  permit  others  to  fnatch 
G  5  £ck- 
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ficknefs  and  decrepitude  from  the  grave,  without 
receiving  fo  exorbitant  a  confideration. 

AT  prefcnt  a  patent  may  be  obtained  for  a 
much  more  reafonable  fum  ;  and  it  is  not  worth 
while  to  enquire,  whether  this  tax  upon  health 
was  ever  exorbitant,  as  it  is  now  too  light  to  be 
felt  :  but  our  enemies,  if  they  cannot  intercept 
the  licence  to  do  good,  ftill  labour  to  render  it 
ineffectual. 

THEY  infinuate,  that  tho'  a  patent  is  known 
to  give  a  fanction  to  the  medicine,  and  to  be  re- 
garded by  the  vulgar  as  a  certificate  of  its  virtue  ; 
yet  that,  for  the  cuftomary  fee,  a  patent  may  be 
obtained  to  difpenfe  potfon:  for  if  the  noftrum 
itfelf  is  a  fecret,  its  qualities  cannot  be  other- 
wife  known  than  by  its  effects  ;  and  concerning 
its  effects  no  enquiry  is  made. 

THUS  it  appears  that  the  Jefuits,  who  formerly 
did  us  fo  much  mifchief,  are  ftill  bufy  in  this 
kingdom  :  for  who  elfe  could  propagate  fo  invi- 
dious a  reproach  for  fo  deftructive  a  purpofe  ? 

BUT  the  wtb  of  fubtilty  is  fometimes  fo  ex- 
tremely attenuated,  that  it  is  broken  by  its  own 
weight  j  and  if  thefe  implacable  enemies  of  our 
church  and  ftate  had  attempted  lefs,  they  would 
have  effected  more  :  for  who  can  believe,  that 
thofe  n».nuj,  which  (liould  always  be  read  with 
;.  ft  nfe  of  duty  and  obligation,  were  ever  profti- 
tuttd  in  public  advertifemcnts,  for  a  paltry  fum, 

to 
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to  the  purpofes  of  wretches  who  defraud  the  poor 
of  their  money,  and  the  fick  of  their  life,  by  dif- 
penfmg  as  remedies,  drugs  that  are  either  inef- 
fectual or  pernicious,  and  precluding,  till  it  is 
too  late,  more  effectual  afliftance  ?  Xo  believe 
this,  would  be  as  ridiculous  as  to  doubt,  whether 
an  attempt  was  made  to  cure  Mr.  Woodward's 
patient,  by  applying  trufles  to  the  abdomen  of 
his  friends,  after  it  has  been  fo  often  and  fo  publicly 
aflerted  in  an  advertifement,  figned  by  perfons  of 
unqueftionable  veracity;  perfons  who  were  pro- 
bably among  the  number  of  thofe  by  whom  truf- 
fes  were  worn,  and  might  firft  think  of  applying 
to  Mr.  Woodward,  upon  perceiving  that  a 
remedy  which  was  fo  troublefome  to  them  pro- 
duced no  apparent  efFedt  upon  the  patient.  For 
my  own  part,  I  never  hear  the  cavils  of  fophiftry 
with  patience ;  but  when  they  are  ufed  to  bring 
calamity  upon  my  country,  my  indignation 
knows  no  bounds.  Let  us  unite  again  ft  the  arts 
as  well  as  the  power  of  our  enemies,  and  conti- 
nue to  improve  all  the  advantages  of  our  confti- 
tution  and  our  climate  ;  and  we  cannot  fail  to 
fecure  health,  vigour  and  longevity,  from  which 
the  wreath  of  glory  and  the  treafures  of  opulence 
derive  all  their  value. 


G  6  NUMB. 
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NUMB.  1 6.  SATURDAY,  December  30,  1752-. 
Gratior  &  pulcbro  veniens  in  corpore  virtus. 

VlRG. 

More  lovely  virtue,  in  a  lovely  forrru 

I  HAVE  obfcrved  in  a  former  paper,  that  the 
relation  of  events  is  a  fpecies  of  writing 
which  affords  more  general  entertainment  than 
any  other  :  and  to  afford  entertainment  appears 
to  have  been  often  the  principal  if  not  the  only 
defign  of  thofe  by  whom  events  have  been  re- 
lated. 

IT  rrrufr,  indeed,  be  confefled,  that  when 
truths  are  to  be  recorded,  little  is  left  to  the 
choice  of  the  writer  ;  a  few  pages  of  the  book  of 
NATURE  or  PROVIDENCE  are  before  him; 
and  if  he  tranfcribes  with  fidelity,  he  is  not  to 
be  blamed,  if  in  this  fragment  good  and  evil  do 
•not  appear  to  be  always  diftributed  as  reward 
and  punifhment. 

BUT  it  is  juftly  expected  of  the  writer  of  fic- 
tion, who  has  unbounded  liberty  to  felecr.,  to 
vary  and  to  complicate,  that  his  plan  fhould  be 
complete,  that  he  fhould  principally  confider 
the  moral  tendency  of  his  work,  and  that  when 
he  relates  events  he  Aould  teach  virtue. 

Tom 
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THE  relation  of  events  becomes  a  moral  lec- 
ture, when  vicious  actions  produce  mifery,  and 
vicious  characters  incur  contempt ;  when  the 
-combat  of  virtue  is  rewarded  with  honour,  and 
her  fufferings  terminate  in  felicity  :  but  though 
this  method  of  inftruction  has  been  often  recom- 
mended, yet  I  think  fome  of  its  peculiar  advan- 
tages have  been  flill  overlooked,  and  for  that 
-reafon  not  always  fecured. 

FACTS  are  eafily  comprehended  by  every  un- 
derftanding  :  and  their  dependence  and  influence 
upon  each  other  are  difcovered  by  thofe,  who 
would  foon  be  bewildered  in  a  feries  of  logical 
deductions  ;  they  fix  that  volatility  which  would 
break  away  from  ratiocination  ;  and  the  precept 
becomes  more  forcible  and  finking  as  it  is  con- 
-nected  with  example.  Precept  gains  only  the 
cold  approbation  of  reafon,  and  compels  an  aflent 
which  judgment  frequently  yields  with  reluc- 
tance, even  when  delay  is  irnpoflible;  but  by 
example  the  paifions  are  rouzed ;  we  approve, 
-we  emulate,  and  we  honour  or  love  ;  we  deleft, 
we  defpife,  and  we  condemn,  as  fit  objects  are 
fucceflively  held  up  to  the  mind  :  the  affections, 
are,  as  it  were,  drawn  out  into  the  field  :  they 
learn  their  exercife  in  a  mock  fight,  and  are 
•trained  for  the  fervice  of  virtue. 

FACTS,  as  they  are  moft  perfectly  and  eafily 
^comprehended,  and  as  they  are  imprefied  upon 

the 
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the  mind  by  the  paffions,  are  tenacioufly  remem- 
bered, though  the  terms  in  which  they  are  de- 
livered are  prefently  forgotten  j  and  for  this 
reafon  the  inftruction  that  refults  from  facts,  is 
more  eafily  propagated  :  many  can  repeat  a  ftory, 
who  would  not  have  underftood  a  declamation  ; 
and  though  the  expreffion  will  be  varied  as  often 
as  it  is  told,  yet  the  moral  which  it  was  intended 
to  teach  will  remain  the  fame. 

BUT  thefe  advantages  have  not  been  always 
fecured  by  thofe  who  have  profefled  "  to  make 
**  a  ftory  the  vehicle  of  inftruction,"  and  "  to 
<c  furprize  levity  into  knowledge  by  a  {hew  of 
"  entertainment  j"  for  inftead  of  including  in- 
ftruction in  the  events  themfelves,  they  have 
made  ufe  of  events  only  to  introduce  declamation 
and  argument.  If  the  events  excite  curiofity,  all 
the  fine  reflections  which  are  faid  to  be  inter- 
fperfed,  are  pafled  over  ;  if  the  events  do  not  ex- 
cite curiofity,  the  whole  is  rejected  together, 
not  only  with  difguft  and  difappointment,  but 
indignation,  as  having  allured  by  a  falfe  promife, 
and  engaged  in  a  vain  pu:fuit.  Tht-fe  pieces,  if 
they  are  read  as  a  talk  by  thofe  for  whofe  in- 
ftruction they  are  intended,  can  produce  none  of 
th'  effects  for  which  they  were  written  ;  becaufe 
the  inftruction  will  not  be  neceilarily  remem 
btrcd  with  the  fadts;  and  becaufe  the  ftory  is  fo 
fur  from  recommending  the  moral,  that  the 

moral 
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moral  is  detefted  as  interrupting  the  ftory.  Nor 
are  thofe  who  voluntarily  read  for  inftruction, 
lefs  difappointed  than  thofe  who  feek  only  en- 
tertainment ;  for  he  that  is  eager  in  the  purfuit 
of  knowledge,  is  difgufted  when  he  is  flopped 
by  the  intervention  of  a  trivial  incident  or  a 
forced  compliment,  when  a  new  perfonage  is 
introduced,  or  a  lover  takes  occafion  to  admire 
the  fagacity  of  a  miftrefs. 

BUT  many  writers  who  have  avoided  this 
error,  and  interwoven  precept  with  event,  tho' 
they  intended  a  moral  lecture,  have  yet  defeated 
their  own  purpofe,  by  taking  from  virtue  every 
accidental  excelle-nce,  and  decorating  vice  with 
the  fpoils. 

I  CAN  think  of  nothing  that  could  be  alledged 
in  defence  of  this  perverfe  diftribution  of  graces 
and  defects,  but  a  defign  to  (hew  that  virtue  alone 
is  fufficient  to  confer  honour  upon  the  loweft 
character,  and  that  without  it  nothing  can  pre- 
ferve  the  highcfl  from  contempt ;  and  that  thofe 
excellencies  which  we  can  acquire  by  our  own 
efforts,  are  of  more  moment  than  thofe  which 
are  the  gift  of  nature  :  but  in  this  defign,  no 
writer,  of  whatever  abilities,  can  fucceed. 

IT  has  been  often  remarked,  tho'  not  without 
wonder,  that  almoft  every  man  is  more  jt-alous  of 
his  natural  than  his  moral  uaiities  j  and  refents 
with  more  bitterneis  a  fatire  upon  his  abilities 

than 
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than  his  pra&ice  :  the  fadT:  is  unqueftionably  true ; 
and  perhaps  it  will  no  longer  appear  ftrange,  if  it 
be  confidered,  that  natural  defects  are  of  necef- 
fity,  and  moral  of  choice  j  the  imputation  of  folly, 
if  it  is  true,  mud  be  fuffered  without  hope,  but 
that  of  immorality  may  at  any  time  be  obviated 
by  removing  the  caufe, 

BUT  whatever  be  the  reafon,  it  appears  by  the 
•common  confent  of  mankind,  that  the  want  of 
virtue  does  not  incur  equal  contempt  with  the 
want  of  parts;  and  that  many  vices  are  thought 
to  be  rather  honourable  than  infamous,  merely 
becaufe  they  imply  fome  natural  excellence,  fome 
Tuperiority  which  cannot  be  acquired  by  thofe 
who  want  it,  but  to  which  thofe  who  have  it  be- 
lieve they  can  add  all  that  others  poflefs,  when- 
ever they  fhall  think  fit  to  make  the  attempt. 

FLORIO,  after  having  learned  the  Latin  and 
•Greek  languages  at  Weftminfter,  and  fpent  three 
years  at  the  univerfity,  made  the  tour  of  Europe, 
and  at  hrs  return  obtained  a  place  at  court. 
¥ LORIO'S  imagination  is  fprightly,  and  his  judg- 
Tnent  flrong  :  he  is  well  acquainted  with  every 
"branch  of  polite  literature,  and  travel  haspolifhed 
the  found  Ccholar  into  the  fine  gentleman  :  his 
jjerfon  is  graceful,  and  his  manner  polite  ;  he  is 
remarkable  for  the  elegance  of  his  <irefs  ;  and  he 
is  thought  to  dance  a  minuet,  and  underftand  the 
Anall  fword  better  than  any  other  man  in  the 
JO  .kingdom. 


No.   l6.          THE      ADVENTURER.  137 

kingdom.  Among  the  ladies  FLORIO  has  made 
many  conquefts  ;  and  has  challenged  and  killed 
in  a  duel  an  officer,  who  upbraided  him  with  the 
breach  of  a  promife  of  marriage,  confirmed  by  an 
oath,  to  a  young  beauty  whom  he  kept  in  great 
fplendourasamiflrefs:  hisconverfation  is  admired 
by  all  who  can  relifh  fterling  wit  and  true  hu- 
mour ;  every  private  company  brightens  when  he 
enters,  and  every  public  aflembly  becomes  more 
fplendid  by  his  prefence  :  FLORIO  is  alfo  liberal 
to  profufion  ;  and  is  not,  therefore,  inquifitive 
about  the  merit  of  thofe  upon  whom  he  lavifhes 
his  bounty. 

BENEVOLUS  has  alfo  had  a  liberal  education: 
he  learned  the  languages  at  Merchant  Taylors, 
and  went  from  thence  to  the  univerfity,  where 
his  application  was  greater  than  FLORIO'S,  but 
the  knowledge  that  he  acquired  was  lefs  :  as 
his  apprehenfion  is  flow,  and  his  induftry  inde- 
fatigable, he  remembers  more  than  he  under- 
ftands  ;  he  has  no  tafte  either  for  poetry  or  mufic  ; 
niirth  never  fmiled  at  afally  of  his  imagination, 
nor  did  doubt  ever  appeal  to  his  judgment :  his 
pcrfon,  though  it  is  not  deformed,  is  inelegant; 
his  drefs  is  not  flotfenly,  but  aukwardly  neat ;  and 
his  manner  is  rather  formal  than  rude  ;  he  is  the 
jcft  of  an  aflembly,  and  the  averiion  of  ladies  ;  but 
he  is  remarkable  for  the  moft  uniform  virtue  and 
unaffected  piety  :  he  is  a  faithful  friend,  and  a  kind 

mafter ; 
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mafter ;  and  fo  compafiionate,  that  he  will  not 
fuffer  even  the  fnails  that  eat  his  fruit  to  be  de- 
ftroyed  ;  he  lays  out  annually  near  half  his  in- 
come in  gratuities,  not  to  fupport  the  idle,  but  to 
encourage  the  induftrious ;  yet  there  is  rather 
the  appearance  of  parfimony  than  profufion  in 
his  temper  ;  and  he  is  fo  timorous,  that  he  will 
turn  pale  at  the  report  of  a  mufket. 

WHICH  of  thefe  two  characters  wouldft  tliou- 
chufe  for  thy  own  ?  whom  doft  thou  moft  honour, 
and  to  whom  haft  thou  paid  the  tribute  of  invo- 
luntary praife  ?  Thy  heart  has  already  anfwered 
with  fpontaneous  fidelity  in  favour  of  FLORIO. 
FLORIO  thou  haft  not  confidered  as  a  fcoundrel, 
who  by  perjury  and  murder  has  deferved  the  pil- 
lory and  the  gibbet ;  as  a  wretch  who  has  ftooped 
to  the  loweft  fraud  for  the  vileft  purpofe  ^  who 
is  continually  enfnaring  the  innocent  and  the 
weak  ;  who  conceals  the  ruin  that  he  brings  by  a 
lye,  and  the  lye  by  an  oath  ;  and  who  having  once 
already  juftified  a  fworn  falfehood  at  the  expence 
of  life,  is  ready  again  to  lie  and  to  kill,  with  the 
fame  aggravation  and  in  the  fame  caufe. 

NEITHER  didft  thou  view  BENEVOLUS,  as 
having  merited  the  divine  eulogium  beftowed 
upon  him  "  who  was  faithful  over  a  few 
"  things  j"  as  employing  life  in  the  diffufion 
of  happinefs,  with  the  joy  of  angels,  and  in  imi- 
tation of  G  O  D. 

SURELY, 
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SURELY,  if  it  is  true,  that 

"  Vice  to  be  hated  needs  but  to  be  feen  ;" 

POPE. 

fhe  fhould  not  be  hidden  with  the  ornaments, 
and  difguifed  in  the  apparel,  which  in  the  ge- 
neral eftimation  belong  to  virtue.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  fhould  be  the  principal  labour  of  moral 
writers,  efpecially  of  thofe  who  would  inftrucl:  by 
fiction,  the  power  of  which  is  not  lefs  to  do  evil 
than  good,  to  remove  the  bias  which  inclines 
the  mind  rather  to  prefer  natural  than  moral  en- 
dowments; and  to  reprefent  vice  with  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  of  contempt  and  infamy,  that  the 
ideas  may  conftantly  recur  together.  And  it 
fhould  be  always  remembered,  that  the  fear  of 
immediate  contempt  is  frequently  ftronger  than 
any  other  motive  :  how  many  have,  even  in  their 
own  opinion,  incurred  the  guilt  of  blafphemy, 
rather  than  the  fneer  of  an  infidel,  or  the  ridicule 
of  a  club  ?  and  how  many  have  rufhed,  not  only 
to  the  brink  of  the  grave  but  of  hell,  to  avoid 
the  fcorn,  with  which  the  foolifh  and  the  profli- 
gate regard  thofe  who  have  refufed  a  challenge  ? 

LET  it,  therefore,  be  the  united  efforts  of  ge- 
nius and  learning,  to  deter  from  guilt  by  the 
dread  of  fhame  j  and  let  the  time  paft  fuffice  to 
have  faved  from  contempt,  thofe  vices  which 
contempt  only  can  fupprefs. 

NUMB. 
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NUMB.  17.  TUESDAY,  January  2,   1753. 

•  •        Scopulis  furdior  Jcarl 
Voces  audit HOR. 

He  hears  no  more 

Than  rocks,  when  winds  and  waters  roar. 

CREECH. 

PERHAPS  few  undertakings  require  attention 
to  a  greater  variety  of  circumftances,  or  in- 
clude more  complicated  labour,  than  that  of  a 
writer  who  addrefles  the  public  in  a  periodical 
paper,  and  invites  perfons  of  every  ftation,  capa- 
city, difpofition,  and  employment,  to  fpend,  in 
reading  his  lucubrations,  fome  of  thofe  golden 
moments  which  they  fet  apart  from  toil  and  foli- 
citude. 

HE  who  writes  to  aflift  the  ftudent,  of  what- 
ever clafs,  has  a  much  eafier  tafk,  and  greater 
probability  of  fuccefs  ;  for  the  attention  of  induf- 
try  is  furely  more  eafily  fixed  than  that  of  idle- 
nefs  :  and  he  who  teaches  any  fcience  or  art, 
by  which  wealth  or  honour  may  be  acquired,  is 
more  likely  to  be  heard,  than  he  who  only  foli- 
cits  a  change  of  amufement,  and  propofes  an 
experiment  which  cannot  be  made  without 
danger  of  difappointment. 

THE  author  who  hopes  to  pleafe  the  public, 
or,  to  ufe  a  more  fafhionable  phrafe,  the  town, 
without  gratifying  its  vice?,  fhould  not  only  be 
able  to  exhibit  familiar  objects  in  a  new  light, 

to 
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to  clifplay  truths  that  are  not  generally  known, 
and  break  up  new  veins  in  the  mines  of  lite- 
rature; he  muft  have  fkill  to  fele£t  fuch  objects- 
as  the  town  is  willing  to  regard,  fuch  truths  as 
excite  its  curiofity,  and  fuch  knowledge  as  it  is 
felicitous  to  acquire. 

BUT  the  fpeculative  and  reclufe  are  apt  to  for- 
get that  the  bufmefs  and  the  entertainment  of 
others  are  not  the  fame  with  their  own  ;  and 
are  often  furprifed  and  difappointed  to  perceive, 
that  what  they  communicate  with  eagernefs  and 
expectation  of  applaufe,  is  heard  with  too  much 
indifference  to  be  underftood,  and  wearies  thofe 
whom  it  was  expected  to  delight  and  infrrucl. 

Mr.  GEORGE  FRIENDLY,  while  he  was  a 
ftudent  at  Oxford,  became  poflefled  of  a  large 
eftate  by  the  death  of  his  elder  brother  :  inftead, 
therefore,  of  going  up  to  London  for  preferment, 
he  retired  to  the  family-feat  in  the  country  j  and 
as  he  had  acquired  the  habit  of  ftudy  and  a 
ftrong  rclifh  for  literature,  he  continued  to  live 
nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  college  ;  he  kept 
little  company,  had  no  pleafure  in  the  fports  of 
the  field,  and,  being  difappointed  in  his  firft 
addrefies,  would  never  marry. 

His  fifter,  the  wife  of  a  gentleman  who  farmed 
his  own  eftate,  had  one  fon  whofe  name  was 
JOHN.  Mr.  F  R  i  E  N  DL  Y  directed  that  JOHN 
fhould  be  put  to  a  reputable  fchool  in  the  coun- 
try, 
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try,  and  promifed  to  take  care  of  his  fortune. 
When  the  lad  was  about  nineteen,  his  uncle  de- 
clared his  intention  to  fend  him  to  the  univerfity  ; 
but  firft  defired  to  fee  him,  that  he  might  know 
what  proficiency  he  had  made  in  the  languages. 
JOHN,  therefore,  fet  out  on  a  vifit  to  his  uncle, 
and  was  received  with  great  affe&ion  :  he  was 
found  to  have  acquired  a  reafonable  knowledge 
of  Latin  and  Greek ;  and  Mr.  FRIENDLY 
formed  a  very  favourable  opinion  of  his  abilities, 
and  determined  to  reward  his  diligence,  and  en- 
courage him  to  perfeverance. 

ONE  evening,  therefore,  he  took  him  up  into 
his  ftudy,  and  after  directing  him  to  fit  down, 
"  Coufin  JOHN,"  faid  he,  "  I  have  fome  fen- 
"  timents  to  communicate  to  you,  with  which  I 
"  know  you  will  be  pleafed ;  for  truth,  like  vir- 
"  tue,  is  never  perceived  but  with  delight." 
JOHN,  whofe  heart  did  not  give  a  full  aflent  to 
the  truth  of  this  proposition,  found  himfelf  in 
circumftances  which,  by  the  mere  force  of  habit, 
caufed  him  to  draw  in  a  long  breath  through  his 
nofe,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  a  grin  of  ex- 
quifite  fenfibility  to  fcratch  his  head.  "  But 
"  my  obfervations,  coufm,"  faid  his  uncle, 
"  have  a  neceflary  connection  with  a  purpofe 
"  that  I  have  formed,  and  with  which  you  fhall 
*'  alfo  be  acquainted.  Draw  your  chair  a  Irttle 
"  nearer.  The  .paffions,  coufm  JOHN,  as  they 
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"  are  naturally  productive  of  all  pleafure,  {hould 
**  by   reafonable  beings   be   alfo  rendered  fub- 
"  fervient  to  a  higher   purpofe.     The  love  of 
"  variety  which  is  found  in  every  breaft,  as  it 
"  produces  much  pleafure,  may    alfo    produce 
44  much  knowledge.     One  of  the  principal  ad- 
"  vantages   that  are  derived  from  wealth,  is  a 
*4  power   to  gratify  and  improve   this   paffion. 
"  The  rich  are  not  confined  by  labour  to  a 
44  particular  fpot,  where  the  fame  ideas  perpe- 
"  tually  recur  j  they  can  fill  the  mind,  either  by 
44  travel  or  by  fludy,  with  innumerable  images, 
"  of  which   others  have  no  conception.     But 
44  it  muft   be   confidered,  that  the  pleafure  of 
44  travelling  does    not  arife  from   the    fight  of 
44  a  dirty  town,  or  from  lodging  at  an  inn  j  nor 
"  from   any    hedge   or   cottage   that    is   pafled 
"4*  on  the  road  ;  nor  from  the  confufed  objects 
*4  that  are  half  difcovered  in  the  diftant  pro- 
*4  fpect ;  nor  from  the  feries  of  well-built  houfes 
44  in  a  city,  or  the  bufy  multitudes  that  fwarm 
*4  in  the  ftreets  :  but  from  the  rapid  fuccefiion 
**  of  thefe  objects  to  each  other,  and  the  num- 
11  ber   of  ideas   that  are    thrown    in   upon  the 
"  mind."     Mr.   FRIENDLY  here  paufed  for 
JOHN'S  reply  ;  and  JOHN  fuddenly  recollecting 
himfelf,  faid,  "  Very  true."    44  But  how,"  faid 
Mr.  FRIEND-LY,   "  can  this  love  of  variety  be 
'4  directed   to  the  acquifition  of  knowledge  ?" 
Here   JOHN    wriggled    in  his  feat,    and  again 

fcratched 
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fcratched  his  head :  he  was  indeed  fomething 
embarraffed  by  the  queftion  :  but  the  old  gen- 
tleman quickly  put  him  out  of  his  pain  by  an- 
fwering  it  himfelf.  "  Why,  by  a  judicious  choice 
"  of  the  variety  that  is  to  produce  our  enter- 
"  tainment.  If  the  various  doublings  of  a  hare 
"  only,  or  the  changes  of  a  game  at  whift,  have 
**  afforded  the  variety  of  the  day  ;  whatever  has 
"  been  the  pleafure,  improvement  has  been 
"  wanting.  But  if  the  different  cuftoms,  the 
**  policy,  the  trade  of  nations,  the  variety  of 
"  foils,  the  manner  of  culture,  the  difpofition  of 
"  individuals,  or  the  rife  or  fall  of  a  ftate,  have 
*'  been  impreffed  upon  the  mind  ;  beftdes  the 
"  pleafure  of  the  review,  a  power  of  creating 
"  new  images  is  acquired.  Fancy  can  combine 
"  the  ideas  which  memory  has  trcafured  ;  and 
**  when  they  have  been  reviewed  and  regulated 
"  by  judgment,  fome  fcheme  will  refult,  by 
"  which  commerce  may  be  extended,  agricul- 
11  ture  improved,  immorality  reftrained,  and 
"  the  profperity  of  the  {late  fecurcd  :  of  this, 
"  coufm  JOHN,  you  was  not  wholly  ignorant 
"  before."  JOHN  acquiefced  with  a  bow  ;  for 
though  he  had  been  a  little  bewildered,  yet  he 
underftood  by  the  tone  of  voice  with  which  his 
uncle  concluded  the  laft  fentence,  that  fuch  ac- 
quiefcence  was  expiated.  "  Upon  this  occafion," 
continued  Mr.  FRIENDLY,  "  I  muft  remark, 

"  though 
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"  though  it  is  feme-thing  foreign  to  my  purpofe, 
"  that  variety  has  by  fome  philofophers  been 
"  confidcrcd,  as  affording  not  only  the  pleafure 
"  and  improvement,  but  even  the  meafure  of 
*'  life;  for  of  time  in  the  abftraft  we  have  no 
"  idea,  and  can  conceive  it  only  by  the  fuc- 
•"  ceflion  of  ideas  to  each  other  ;  thus,  if  we  fleep 
"  without  dreams,  the  moment  in  which  we 
*'  awake,  appears  immediately  to  fucceed  that  in 
"  which  we  began  to  dumber." 

A  THICKER  gloom  now  fell  upon  JOHN,  and 
his  countenance  lengthened  in  proportion  to  his 
uncle's  lecture,  the  end  of  which  he  perceived 
was  now  become  more  remote;  for  thefe  re- 
marks with  refpec~l  to  JOHN,  were  not  imprefled 
with  the  fignature  of  truth,  nor  did  they  reflect 
any  idea  of  his  own  ;  they  were  not 

"  Something  whofe  truth  convinc'd  at  fight  we 

"  find, 

"  That  gives  us  back  the  image  of  our  mind  :" 
POPE'S  Eflay  on  Crit. 

with  refpecl:  to  JOHN,  therefore,  they  had  no 
characleriflic  of  wit ;  and  if  they  contained 
knowledge,  it  was  knowledge  which  JOHN  had 
no  wifti  to  acquire  :  the  old  gentleman,  how- 
ever, proceeded  thus  with  great  deliberation : 

VOL.  I,  H  «  BUT 
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«*  BUT  though  curiofity  fhould  be  principally 
•'  directed  to  ufeful  purpofes,  yet  it  fhould  not 
"  always  be  reprefled  or  diverted,  when  the  ufe 
"  is  not  immediate  or  apparent :  for  he  who 
"  firft  perceived  the  magnetic  attraction,  and 
ct  applied  it  to  various  experiments,  probably  in- 
"  tended  nothing  more  than  amufement ;  and 
*'  when  the  polarity  of  the  needle  wr.s  difco- 
"  vered,  it  was  not  in  the  purfuit  of  any  project 
"  to  facilitate  navigation.  I  am,  therefore,  now 
"  about  to  gratify  your  curiofity,  coufin,  with 
"  a  view  of  London,  and  all  the  variety  that 
*c  it  contains."  Here  JOHN'S  countenance 
brightened,  he  rouzed  himielf  on  his  feat,  and 
looked  eager  with  attention. 

'*  As  you  have,"  continued  his  uncle,  "  ap- 
**  plied  with  great  diligence  to  your  grammar 
<c  learning;  I  doubt  not  but  you  have  alfo  read 
•"  many  of  our  beft  English  authors,  efpecially 
4<  our  immortal  SHAKESPEARE;  and  I 
"  am  willing  that,  before  you  enter  upon  a 
"  courfe  of  academic  ftudy,  you  fhould  fee 
"  the  theatre."  JOHN  was  going  to  exprefs 
his  joy,  when  his  uncle  increafed  it,  by  putting 
into  his  hand  a  Bank  note  of  fifty  pounds. 
"  This,"  faid  he,  "  under  the  direction  of 
"  a  gentleman,  to  whom  I  fhall  recommend 
"  you,  will  furnifh  you  with  proper  apparel, 
<c  bear  your  expences  for  a  couple  of  months, 

"  and 
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"  and  gratify  you  with  all  the  entertainments  of 
"  the  town." 

JOHN  could  now  bear  foms  part  in  the  conver- 
fation  :  he  was  much  obliged  to  his  uncle,  and 
hoped  he  fliould  live  to  make  him  amends,  "  for," 
fays  he,  "  one  of  our  ufliers,  who  was  juft  re- 
"  turned  from  London  before  I  left  fchool,  has 
"  made  me  long  to  fee  it  :  he  fays- there  is  a  man 
"  there  who  dances  upon  a  wire  no  bigger  than 
"  a  packthread  ;  and  that  there  is  a  collection 
*c  of  all  the  ftrange  creatures  in  the  world." 

JOHN",  who  had    uttered   this    with  a  broad 
grin,    and  exprefTed..his  delight,  from    head  to 
foot,  was  fomewhat  disconcerted  when  his  uncle 
told  him  coolly,  that  though  he  would  not  have 
him  leave  London  without  feeing  every  thing  irt 
it  that  might  juftly  raifc  curiofity  ;  yet  he  hoped 
his  notice  was  not  principally  attracted  by  objects 
which  could  convey  no  inftrucl:ion,   infpire  no 
noble  fentiment,  nor   move  one   tender    paflion. 
"  I  mentioned,"  fays  he,  "  SHAKESPEARE,  that 
"  mighty  genius,  whofe  fentiments  can  never  be 
"  exhaufled,  and    in    whom  hew    beauties    are 
41  discovered  at  every  view.     That  you  may  de- 
"  rive  yet  greater  delight  and  advantage  from 
"  the  representation  of  his  pieces,  I  will  read 
"  you  fome  hiftorical  and  critical  : notes  that  I 
"  have  been  making  during  twenty  years,  after 
"  having  read  the  firft  edition  of  his  works  and 
H  2  "  every 
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"  every  commentator  that  has  either  illuftrated 
"  or  obfcured  his  meaning."  The  old  gentleman 
then  taking  out  and  wiping  his  fpe&acles,  opened 
his  bureau  and  produced  the  manuscripts.  "  I  am 
"  now,"  faid  he,  "  about  to  confer  a  favour 
"  upon  you,  which  I  do  not  yet  intend  for  any 
*'  other  ;  for  as  I  fhall  continually  enlarge  this 
"  work,  it. will,  not  be  printed  till  I  am  dead." 
He  then  began  to  read,  and  JOHN  fat  very  filent, 
regaling  himfelf  with  the  anticipation  of  his  own 
finery,  the  dexterity  of  the  wire-dancer,  and  the 
variety  of  the  favages  that  he  was  to  vilit  in  ILon- 
don.  The  old  gentleman,  who  imagined  that 
he  was  held  motionlefs  with  attention,  wonder, 
and  delight,  proceeded  long  in  his  lecture  with- 
out once  adverting  to  JOHN  for  his  explicit  eu- 
logium  :  but  at  the  end  of  a  favourite  paflage, 
which  clofed  with  a  diftich  of  his  own  poetry, 
he  ventured  to  fteal  his  eyes  from  the  paper,  and 
glancing  them  upon  JOHN',  perceived  that  he 
was  faft  afleep  with  his  mouth  open,  and  the 
Bank  note  in  his  hand. 

FRIENDLY,  after  having  gazed  upon  him  a 
few  moments  with  the  utmoft  aftoniftiment  and 
indignation,  fnatched  away  the  note  :  and  having 
rouzcd  him  with  a  denunciation  of  refentment 
that  touched  thofe  paflions  which  SHAKESPEARE 
could  not  touch,  he  thruft  him  out  of  the  room 
and  fliut  the  door  upon  him  :  he  then  locked  up 

his 
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his  manufcript ;  and,  after  having  walked  many 
tiiries  backward  and  forward  with  great  hafte,  he 
looked  at  his  watch,  and  perceiving  it  to  be  near 
one  in  the  morning,  retired  to  bed  with  as  little 
propenfity  to  fleep  as  he  had  now  left  to  his 
nephew. 

r^fi^r^r^r^Jr^/^/^jT^Jr^&^r^/^r^f^f^r^f^f**?^ 

NUMB.  18.  SATURDAY,  January  6,  1753* 

Duplex  libelli  dos  ejl ;  quad  rifum  movet, 
£t  quod  prudenti  vitam  conjilio  monet. 

PH^EDRUS, 

A  twofold  gift  in  this  my  volume  lies  ; 
It  makes  you  merry,  and  it  makes  you  wife. 

AMONG  the  fictions  which  have  been  in- 
tended  for  moral  purpofes,  I  think  thofe 
which  are  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  FABLES 
deferve  a  particular  confideration. 

A  STORY  or  tale,  in  which  many  different 
characters  are  conducted  through  a  great  variety 
of  events,  may  include  fuch  a  number  and  diver- 
fity  of  precepts,  as,  taken  together,  form  almoft 
a  complete  rule  of  life  :  as  thefe  events  mutually 
depend  upon  each  other,  they  will  be  retained  in 
a  feries  ;  and,  therefore,  the  remembrance  of 
one  precept  will  almoft  neceflarily  produce  the 
remembrance  of  another,  and  the  whole  moral, 
H  3  as 
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as  it  is  called,   however  complicated,  will  be  re- 
Collected  without  labour  and  without  confufion. 

IN  this  particular,  therefore,  the  ftory  feems 
to  have  the  advantage  of  the  fable,  which  is  con- 
jfined  to  fome  fingle  incident :  for  though  a  num- 
ber of  diftincl:  fables  may  include  all  the  topics 
of  moral  inftru&ion,  caution,  and  advice,  which 
are  contained  in  a  ftory,  yet  each  muft  be  re- 
membered by  a  diftinct  effort  of  the  mind  ;  and 
they  will  not  recur  in  a  feries,  becaufe  they  have 
no  coiinedticn  with  each  other. 

THE  memory  of  them  may,  however,  be 
more  frequently  revived  by  thofe  incidents  in  life 
to  which  they  correfpond  ;  and  they  will,  there- 
fore, more  readily  prefent  themfelves,  when  the 
Iciibns  which  they  teach  fhould  be  pra&ifed. 

MANY,  perhaps  the  greater  number  of  thofe 
fables  which  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us  as  fome 
of  the  moft  valuable  remains  of  the  fimplicity 
and  wifdom  of  antiquity,  were  fpoken  upon  a 
particular  occafion  ;  and  then  the  occafion  itfelf 
•was  an  index  to  the  intent  of  the  fpeaker,  and 
fixed  the  moral  of  the  fable  :  fo  when  the  Sa- 
mians  were  about  to  put  to  death  a  man  who  had 
abufed  a  public  truft,  and  plundered  the  com- 
monwealth, the  counfel  of  ALsoP  could  not  be 
overlooked  or  miftaken,  when  he  told  them, 
that  "  A  Fox  would  not  fufftr  a  fwarm  of  flies, 
**  which  had  almcfl  fctiated  thcmfdve.s  ly 

"  fucking 
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"  fucking  his  blood,  to  be  driven  away  j  becaufe 
**  a  new  fwarm  might  then  come,  and  their 
"  hunger  drain  him  of  all  the  blood  that  re- 
"  mained." 

THOSE  which  are  intended  for  general  ufe, 
and  to  general  ufe  it  is  perhaps  eafy  to  accom- 
modate the  reft,  are  of  two  kinds  :  one  is  ad- 
drefled  to  the  underftanding,  and  the  other  to 
the  paflions. 

OF  the  preceptive  kind  is  that  of  the  "  OLD 
"  MAN,  who,  to  teach  his  fons  the  advantage 
14  of  unanimity,  fir  ft  directed  them  to  break  a 
"  number  of  rods  that  were  bound  up  together  ; 
"  and  when  they  found  it  impoffible,  bade  them 
"  divide  the  bundle,  and  break  the  rods  fbpa- 
"  rately,  which  they  eaftly  effe&ed."  In  this 
fable  no  paflion  is  excited  ;  the  addrefs  is  to  the 
underftanding,  and  the  underftanding  is  imme- 
diately convinced. 

THAT  of  the  OLD  HOUND  belongs  to  the 
other  clafs.  When  the  toothlefs  veteran  had 
fcized  the  ftag,  and  was  not  able  to  hold  him, 
he  deprecates  the  refentment  of  his  mafter,  who 
had  raifed  his  arm  for  the  blow,  by  crying  out, 
"  Ah  !  do  not  punifli  the  impotence  of  age  ! 
"  ftrike  me  not,  becaufe  my  will  to  pleafe  thee 
ct  has  furvived  my  power  !  If  thou  art  offended 
"  with  what  I  am,  remember  what  1  have  been, 
"  and  forgive  me."  Pity  is  here  forcibly  ex- 
H  4  cited; 
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cited  ;  and  injurious  refentment  may  be  repreflcJ, 
when  an  initance  not  equally  ftrong  itculls  this 
to  the  mind. 

FABLES  of  the  preceptive  kind  fliould  always 
include  the  precept  in  the  event,  and  the  event 
fhould  be  related  with  fuch  circumftances  as  ren- 
tier the  precept  fufficiently  evident.  As  the  in- 
cident (hould  be  fimple,  the  inference  fhould  be 
in  the  higheft  degree  natural  and  obvious. 

THOSE  that  produce  their  effect  upon  the  paf- 
fions,  fhould  excite  them  ftrongly,  and  always 
fionneft  them  with  their  proper  objects. 

I  DO  not  remember  to  have  feen  any  col- 
lection, in  which  t'nefe  rules  have  been  fufficiently 
obferved  j  in  far  the  greater  number  there  is  a 
deficiency  of  circumftance,  though  there  is  a  re- 
dundancy of  language  j  there  is,  therefore,  fome- 
thing  to  be  added,  and  fomething  to  be  taken 
away.  Befides  that,  the  peculiar  advantages  of 
this  method  of  inftruclion  are  given  up,  by  re- 
ferring the  precept  to  a  long  difcourfe,  of  which 
the  fable  is  no  more  than  the  text,  and  with 
which  it  has  fo  little  connection,  that  the  incident 
nay  be  perfectly  remembered,  and  the  laboured 
inference  totally  forgotten.  A  boy,  who  is  but 
fix  years  old,  will  remember  a  fable  after  having 
once  heard  it,  and  relate  it  in  words  of  his  own  ; 
but  it  would  be  the  toil  of  a  day  to  get  the  terms 
in  which  he  heard  it  by  heart ;  and,  indeed,  he 

who 
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who  attempts  to  fupply  any  deficiency  in  a  fable, 
by  tacking  a  difiertation  to  the  end  of  it,  appears 
to  me  to  a&  juft  as  wifely,  as  if,  inftead  of 
clothing  a  man  whom  he  found  naked,  he 
fhould  place  a  load  upon  his  (boulders. 

WHEN  the  moral  eftecl:  of  fable  had  been  thus 
brought  to  depend,  not  upon  things,  but  upon 
words ;  the  arrangement  of  thefe  words  into 
verfe,  was  thought  to  be  a  happy  expedient  to 
aflift  the  memory ;  for  in  verfe  words  muft  be 
remembered  in  a  regular  feries,  or  the  meafure 
and  cadence  will  not  be  preferved  :  the  meafure 
?nd  cadence,  therefore,  difcover  any  confufion 
or  defect,  not  to  the  underftanding,  but  to  the 
ear;  and  (hew  how  the  confufion  may  be  regu- 
lated, and  the  defect  fupplied.  The  addition  of 
rhime  was  another  advantage  of  the  fame  kind  ; 
and  this  advantage  was  greater,  as  the  rhime 
was  more  frequently  repeated.  But  if  the  fable 
is  perfect  in  its  kind,  this  expedient  is  unne- 
ceflary ;  and  much  lefs  labour  is  required  to  in- 
clude an  evident  precept  in  an  incident,  than  to 
meafure  the  fyllables  in  which  it  is  related,  and 
place  two  words  of  a  fimilar  found  at  the  end  of 
every  couplet.  Befides,  in  all  verfe,  however 
familiar  and  eafy,  the  words  are  necefTarily 
thrown  out  of  the  order  in  which  they  are  com- 
monly ufcd  j  and,  therefore,  though  they  will 
H  5  be 
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be  more  eafily  recollected,  the  fenfe  which  they 
contain  will  not  be  equally  perfpicuous. 

I  WOULD  not,  however,  be  thought  to  deny, 
that  venfe  is  at  leaf}  an  ornament  to  this  fpecies 
of  writing;  nor  to  extend  my  cenfure  to  thofe 
fhort  ftories,  which,  though  they  are  called 
fables,  are  written  upon  a  more  extenfive  plan, 
and  are  intended  for  more  improved  under- 
ftandings. 

BUT  as  fables  have  been  told  by  fome  in 
verfe,  that  they  might  be  more  eafily  remem- 
bered ;  they  have  been  related  by  others  in  a 
barbarous  jargon  of  hackneyed  phrafes,  that 
\hey  might  be  more  eafily  underftood. 

IT  has  been  obferved  of  children,  that  they 
are  longer  before  they  can  pronounce  perfect 
founds,  becaufe  perfect  founds  are  not  pro- 
nounced to  them  ;  and  that  they  repeat  the  gib- 
berim  of  the  nurfe,  becaufe  nothing  better  has 
been  propofed  to  them  for  imitation  :  and  how 
ihould  the  fchool-boy  write  Englifh  in  gramma- 
tical purity,  when  all  that  he  reads,  except  a 
foreign  language  and  a  literal  tranflation,  is 
written  with  all  the  licence  of  extempore  ex- 
prefllon,  without  propriety  of  idiom,  or  regu- 
larity cf  combination,  and  abounds  with  abfur- 
dities  that  hafte  cnly  can  excufe  in  a  fpeaker  ? 

THE   fables    of   ^Esop,    for  fo  they   are    all 

called,  are  often  firft  exhibited  to  youth,  as  ex- 

9  amples 
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amples  of  the  manner  in  which  their  native  lan- 
guage is  written  j  they  fhould,  therefore,  be 
pure  in  the  higheft  degree,  tho'  not  pompous  : 
and  it  is  furely  an  affront  to  underftanding  to 
fuppofe,  that  any  language  would  become  more 
intelligible  by  being  rendered  lefs  perfect. 

BUT  the  fables  that  are  addreffed  to  the  paf- 
fions,  bcfides  the  imperfections  which  they  (hare 
in  common  with  thofe  that  are  addrefled  to  the 
underftanding,  have  others  peculiar  to  them- 
felves  ;  fometimes  the  paflion  is  not  moved  with 
fufficient  force,  and  fometimes  it  is  not  con- 
nected with  a  fit  object. 

WHEN  the  Fox  decoys  the  poor  GOAT  into  a 
well,  in  order  to  leap  out  from  his  horns,  and 
leaves  him  to  pcrim  with  a  witty  remark,  that 
*'  if  his  wifdom  had  been  proportioned  to  his 
"  beard,  he  would  not  have  been  fo  eafily  over- 
*'  reached,"  the  goat  is  not  fo  much  the  object 
of  pity  as  contempt;  but  of  contempt,  guilelefs 
iimplicity,  caught  in  the  fnares  of  cunning,  can- 
not furely  be  deemed  a  proper  object.  In  the 
fox  there  appears  a  fuperiority  which  not  only 
preferves  him  from  fcorn,  but  even  from  indig- 
nation :  and  indeed  the  general  character  of 
REYNARD  is  by  no  means  fit  for  imitation; 
though  he  is  frequently  the  hero  of  the  fable, 
and  his  conduct  affords  the  precept  for  which  it 
was  written. 

H  6  BUT 
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BUT  though  I  have  made  a  general  divifion 
of  fable  into  two  kinds,  there  is  yet  a  third, 
which,  as  it  is  addrefied  hoth  to  the  underftand- 
ing  and  the  paflions,  is  confequently  more  forcible 
and  perfect. 

Or  this  number  is  that  of  the  SICK  KITE, 
who  requefted  of  his  mother  to  petition  the  Gods 
for  his  recovery,  but  was  anfvvered,  "  Alas  !  to 
**  which  of  the  Gods  can  I  facrifice  ?  for  which 
44  of  their  altars  haft  thou  not  robbed  ?"  The 
•  precept  that  is  here  inculcated,  is"  early  piety  ; 
and  the  paffion  that  is  excited,  is  terror  j  the 
object  of  which  is  the  defpair  of  him  \*ho  per- 
ceives himfelf  to  be  dying,  and  has  reafon  to 
i'car  that  his  very  prayer  is  an  abomination. 

THERE  are  others,  which,  'though  they  are 
addrefled  to  the  underftanding,  do  yet  excite  a 
paffion  which  condemns  the  precept. 

WHEN  the  melodious  complaint  of  the 
NIGHTINGALE  had  directed  a  hungry  HAWK 
to  the  thorn  on  which  fhe  fung,  and  he  had  feiz- 
cd  her  with  his  talons,  fhe  appealed  from  his  hun- 
ger to  his  mercy  :  "  I  am,"  faid  fhe,  "  little  elfe 
*'  than  voice  ;  and  if  you  devour  me,  there  will 
"  bejio  proportion  between  my  lofs  and  your 
"  gain  ;  your  hunger  will  be  rather  irritated  than 
*c  appeafed  by  fo  fmall  a  morfel,  but  all  my 
•*  powers  of  enjoyment  will  ceafe  for  ever  : 
•*  attack,,  therefore,  fome  larger  bird." — Here 

the 
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the  Hawk  interrupted  her;  "  He  WP.S  not  dif- 
"  pofed,"  he  faid,  "  to  controvert  what  (he  had 
"  advanced  ;  but  he  was  too  wile  to  fuiTc-r  him- 
"  felf  to  be  perfuaded  by  any  argument,  to  quit 
**  a  certain  for  a  contingent  good." 

WHO  that  reads  this  fable  does  not  pity  the 
NIGHTINGALE,  and  in  his  heart  condemn  the 
HAWK,  whofe  cruel  prudence  affords  the 
leflbn  ? 

INSTRUCTION,  in  the  ftrong  language  of 
Eaftern  metaphors,  is  called,  "  a  light  to  our 
'*  paths."  The  fables  of  pagan  mythologifrs 
may,  therefore,  be  confidered  as  a  clufter  of 
ftars  of  the  firft  magnitude,  which,  though  they 
fhine  with  a  diftinct  influence,  may  be  taken  as 
one  conftellation  :  but,  like  ftars,  they  only  break 
the  obfcurity  of  night ;  they  do  not  diffufe  round 
us  the  fplcndors  of  day  :  it  is  by  the  SUN  OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS  alone,  that  we  difcover  com- 
pletely our  duty  and  our  intereft,  and  behold  that 
pattern  of  DIVINE  PERFECTION  which  the 
CHRISTIAN  afpires  to  imitate,  by  "  forgiving 
"  injuries,  and  returning  good  for  evil." 

BY  many  of  the  fables  v*  hich  are  ftill  retained 
in  our  collections,  rr.v-nge  is  encouraged  as  a 
principle,  and  inculcated  as  a  practice.  "  The 
'«  HARE  triumphs  in  the  defr-uftion  of  the 
"  SPARROW  who  had  infulted  him,  and  the 
"  THUNNY,  in  his  laft  agonies,  rejoices  at  the 

"  death 
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*'  death  of  the  DOLPHIN,  whofe  purfuit  had 
"  driven  him  upon  a  rock."  Thefe,  if  they 
will  not  admit  of  another  turn,  fhould  without 
queftion  be  omitted  ;  for  the  mifchievous  effec~l 
of  the  fable  will  be  remembered  as  an  example 
that  juftifies  the  violence  of  fudden  refentment, 
and  cannot  be  prevented  by  a  laboured  com- 
ment, which  is  never  read  but  as  a  talk,  and 
therefore  immediately  forgotten. 

I  THINK  many  others  may  be  greatly  im- 
proved j  the  practice  of  virtue  may  be  urged 
from  higher  motives,  the  fentiments  may  be 
elevated,  and  the  precepts  in  general  rendered 
more  ftriking  and  comprehenfive. 

I  SHALL  conclude  this  paper  with  the  fable  of 
THE  DOG  AND  SHADOW;  which,  as  it  is  com- 
monly told,  cenfures  no  quality  but  greedinefs, 
and  only  illuitrates  the  trite  proverb,  "  All  covet, 
"  all  lofe." 

"  A  DOG,  who  was  crofting  a  rivulet  with  a 
"  piece  of  flefh  in  his  mouth,  perceived  his 
**  fhadow  in  the  water,  which  he  miftook  for 
*'  another  dog  with  another  piece  of  flefh.  To 
"  this  he  knew  he  had  no  right  j  and  yet  he 
"  could  not  forbear  catching  at  it :  but  inftead 
"  of  getting  a  new  prize,  he  dropped  that  which 
"  he  pofiefled  into  the  water.  He  faw  the 
**  fmooth  furface  break  into  many  waves,  and 
"  the  dog  whom  he  had  attempted  to  injure 

"  difap- 
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««  difappear  :  he  perceived  at  once,  his  lofs,  his 
"  folly,  and  his  fault  ;  and  in  tlie  anguifh  of 
41  regret  cried  out,  "  How  righteous  and  how 
"  wife  are  the  gods  !  fmce  whatever  feduces 
*'  to  evil,  though  but  a  fhadow,  becomes  the 
*'  inftrument  of  punifhment." 


NU.MB.   19.    TUESDAY,  January  g,   1753. 

Quodcunque  oft  en  (Us  niibi  Jlc>  incrcdulus  odi. 

HOR. 
The  monftrous  tale,  incredulous  I  hate. 

THE  repeated  encomiums  on  the  perform- 
ances of  the  ANIMAL  COMEDIANS,  ex- 
hibited at  Mrs.  MIDNIGHT'S  Oratory,  induced 
me  the  other  evening  to  be  prefent  at  her  enter- 
tainment. I  was  aftoniihed  at  the  fagacity  of  the 
monkies  ;  and  was  no  lefs  amazed  at  the  activity 
of  the  other  quadrupeds  ;  —  I  Should  have  rather 
iaid,  from  a  view  of  their  extraordinary  eleva- 
tions, bipeds. 

IT  is  a  peculiar  happinefs  to  me,  as  an  ADVEN- 
TURER, that  I  faily  forth  in  an  age,  which 
emulates  thofe  heroic  times  o*  old,  when  nothing 
was  pleating  but  what  was  unnatural.  Thou- 
fands  have  gaped  at  a  wire-dancer  daring  to  do 
what  no  one  clfc  would  attempt  3  and  thoufands 

mil 
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{till  gape  at  greater  extravagancies  in  pantomime 
entertainments.  Every  ftreet  teems  with  incre- 
dibilities :  and  if  the  great  mob  have  their  little 
theatre  in  the  Hay-market,  the  fmall  vulgar  can 
boaft  their  cheaper  diverfions  in  two  enormous 
bears,  that  jauntily  trip  it  to  the  light  tune  of"  a 
Caledonian  jig. 

THE  amazing  docility  of  thefe  heavy  animals 
made  me  at  firir.  imagine,  that  they  had  been 
placed  under  the  tuition  of  certain  artifts,  who 
by  their  advertifements  profefs  -to  inftrufV 
"  GROWN  GENTLEMEN  in  the  modern  way  of 
"  footing  ;"  but  I  have  been  fince  informed, 
that  the  method  of  teaching  them  this  modern 
way  of  footing  was,  by  placing  red-hot  iron 
plates  alternately  under  each  hind  leg:,  and  in 
quicker  or  flower  fucceflion  as  the  variations  of 
the  tune  required. 

THAT  the  intellectual  faculties  of  brutes  may 
be  exerted  beyond  the  narrow  limits  which  we 
have  hitherto  proudly  ajfigned  to  their  capacities., 
I  faw  a  fufficient  proof  in  Mrs.  MIDNIGHT'S 
dogs  and  monkies.  Man  differs  lefs  from  beafts 
in  general,  than  thefe  fecm  to  approach  to  man 
in  rationality.  But  while  I  applaud  their  exalted 
genius,  I  am  in  pain  for  the  reft  of  their  kindred, 
both  of  the  Canine  and  Cercopithecan  fpecies. 
The  price  of  monkies  has  been  considerably 
raifed  fince  the  appearance  of  Signior  BAL LARD'S 

Cuva- 
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Cavaliers :  and  I  hear,  that  this  inimitable  pre- 
ceptor gives  lectures  to  the  monkies  of  perfons 
of  quality  at  their  own  houfes.  Lady  BRIDGET 
has  deflroyed  three  fcts  of  china  in  teaching  her 
PUG  to  hand  about  the  cups,  and  fip  tea  with 
the  air  of  BEAU  BLOSSOM;  and  Mifs  FANNY 
has  been  labouring  inceffantly  to  qualify  her  dear 
pretty  creature  to  make  one  at  the  brag-table. 

BUT  as  thefe  animals  arc  of  foreign  extraction, 
I  muft  confefs  my  concern  is  yet  greater  for  my 
fellow-natives.  Englifh  liberty  fhould  be  uni- 
verfal  as  the  fun ;  and  I  am  jealous  even  for  the 
prerogative  of  our  dogs.  Lady  BRIGHT'S  lap- 
dog,  that  ufed  to  repofe  on  downy  cufhions,  or 
"the  fofter  bofom  of  its  miftrefs,  is  now  worried 
every  hour  with  begging  on  its  diminutive  hind- 
legs,  and  endeavouring  to  leap  over  fan-fticks  : 
Captain  STORM'S  little  greyhound  is  made  to 
ape  the  fierce  fellows  of  the  cockade  in  a  red 
coat  and  a  fword  j  whilft  Mrs.  FANCIFUL'S 
Chloe  is  fwathed  up  in  a  long  fack,  and  finking 
beneath  the  weight  of  an  enormous  hoop.  Every 
boarding-houfe  romp  and  wanton  fchool-boy  is 
employed  in  perverting  the  end  of  the  canine 
creation  ;  and  I  wifti  the  prevalence  of  Mrs. 
MIDNIGHT'S  example  may  not  extend  fo  far, 
tjiat  hounds  ftiall  be  no  longer  broke  to  the  field- 
fervicc,  but  inftrufted  only  to  climb  up  ladders, 
and  troul  wheelbarrows. 

AFTER 


l62  THE      ADVENTURER.         No.  19. 

AFTER  what  has  been  faid,  I  (hall  make  no 
apology  for  printing  the  following  letter,  as  it 
was  elegantly  done  in  Englifh  at  Stockholm, 
and  tranfmitted  to  me  by  the  publifher  of  the 
&U?CDC4anDte  $9aga?ine,  an  ingenious  gen- 
tleman, who  has  done  me  the  honour  of  inferting 
feveral  of  my  lucubrations  in  his  moft  compre- 
henfive  monthly  undertaking. 

"  To  Mr.  ,  the  GRAND  ADVENTURER, 

"  in  Briiain. 

"  Moft  learned  Sir, 

Y  worthy   good  friend    ISAAC  GIL- 


TV  yT 
1VJL 


"  engaged  to  further  this  to  your  excellency,  I 
"  moft  humbly  requeft  that  you  would  make 
"  known  to  your  polite,  &c.  &c.  &c.  nation, 
"  that  I  intend  fhortly  to  come  over,  and  to 
*'  entertain  you  in  a  new  and  moft  inimitable 
"  manner. 

"  SEEING  that  the  CHIEN  SAVANT,  and 
"  other  moft  amazing  learned  animals,  have 
"  met  with  fo  gracious  a  reception  in  your  grand 
"  city  j  I  propofe  to  exhibit  unto  your  good 
44  nation  a  Concert  of  vocal  and  inilrumental 
"  mufic,  to  be  performed  by  animals  ONLY  ;  and 
"  afterwards  to  entertain  \ou  with  feveral  grand 

"  feats 


No.   ig.          THE      ADVENTURER.  163 

"  feats  of  activity  ;  as  alfo  with  the  balance  and 
*'  the  dance. 

"  MY  performers  of  inftrumental  mufic,  great 
"  Sir,  will  confift  of  a  feleft  number  of  Italian. 
"  Cats,  for  the  violin,  violincello,  and  bafs- 
"  viol ;  a  German  afs  for  the  kettle-drum ; 
"  and  a  complete  fet  of  Spanifh  hogs  of  dif- 
"  ferent  age  and  tone  of  voice  for  the  organ 
"  concertos. 

"  BUT  my  vaft  labour  was  to  procure  har- 
"  monrous  voices,  and  to  confine  them  to  pro- 
*c  per  time  and  meafure.  I  have  taught  ferric  of 
"  your  Englifh  maftifFs  to  bark  in  bafs,  and  fome 
"  Guinea-pigs  to  fqueak  in  treble  :  my  cats  alfo 
"  join  in  the  vocal  parts.  I  contrived  divers 
"  means  of  deaths  for  fwans ;  but  though  the 
"  Ancients  are  fo  full  of  praifes  on  their  expiring 
"  melody,  I  could  not  get  a  fmgle  note  from 
"  them,  better  than  the  fquaU  of  a  goofe.  Hov/- 
"  ever,  I  mail  have  a  moft  charming  grand  chorus 
"  of  Frogs  from  the  Fens  of  Holland  :  the  words, 
"  profound  Sir,  you  too  well  know,  Ariftopha- 
"  ncs  has  furnifhed  to  my  hand  in  Greek' 
*«  Bp£Hix.Ev.E|  y.0«|  v.oa| — which  a  Leyden  Profef- 
*'  for  translated  for  me,  Brekekekex  koax  koax. 
<c  Befides  thefc,  I  (hall  prefent  you  with  a  duett  in 
"  recitative,  between  a  Parrot  and  a  Magpye. 

"  MY  entertainments  of  dancing,  and  the 
*'  like,  will  conlift  of  a  company  of  Norway 

"  Rat.*, 
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"  Rats,  who  are  to  move  in  a  coranto,  while 
"  my  Cats  fiddle  to  them.  A  Fox  will  dance  a 
"  minuet  with  a  Goofe  j  and  a  Greyhound  the 
"  rigadoon  with  a  Hare.  I  have  trained  up  an 
"  Elephant  who  will  perform  feveral  tricks  in 
"  what  you  call  the  flight  of  hand  j  he  will 
"  tumble  with  a  caftle  on  his  back,  and  fhew 
•'  feveral  balances  upon  the  flack-rope  with  his 
"  trunk.  Many  other  furprizing  feats  will  my 
"  Animals  perform,  too  tedious  to  mention  in 
"  this  addrefs;  and,  therefore,  great  ADVEN- 
"  TURER,  I  fhall  trouble  your  tired  patience 
"  with  the  mentioning  of  one  only.  I  have  in- 
"  ftru&ed  the  tameft  of  my  Cats  to  open  her 
"  jaws  at  the  word  of  command,  into  which  I 
"  put  a  bit  of  toafted  cheefe,  and  the  leaft  of 
"  my  Mice  jumps  in  and  nibbles  the  bait :  at 
"  that  inftant  my  Cat  clofes  her  mouth  upon 
**  him  :  after  which,  to  the  great  aftonifhment 
"  of  all  beholders,  my  Cat  opens  her  jaws 
'*  again,  and  the  moufe  leaps  out  alive  upon 
"  the  ftage ;  and  then  they  both  prefent  the 
*'  good  company  with  a  jig. 

"  As  I  am  determined  my  whole  theatre  fhall 
"  confift  of  only  Animal  performers,  I  mufr.  ac- 
"  quaint  you  likewife,  that  I  am  teaching  two 
"  Squirrels  to  fweep  the  ftage  with  their  tails  : 
"  and,  if  it  be  allowed  me  to  call  in  afliftance 
"  from  fifties,  I  fliill  not  defpair  of  being  able, 

"  thoucrh 
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"  though  it  will  require  much  time  and  practice, 
"  to  make  a  Lobfter  fnuff  the  candles  with  his 
"  claw. 

"  OTHER  particulars,  moft  worthy  Sir,  I 
"  fhall  beg  leave  to  defer,  till  I  have  the 
"  extreme  honour  of  kifling  your  hands  in 
"  England  ;  and  am, 

*'  Moft  revered  and  rcfpeftable  patron, 
"  With  the  profoundefl  humiliation, 
"  Your  devoted  flave  and  fervant, 

>«  GUSTAVUS  GOOTENRUYSCHE." 
A 


NUMB.  20.  SATURDAY,  January  13,  1753. 
—  —  Quid  violentius  aure  tyranni.  Juv. 

Rough  truth  foorv  irritates  a  tyrant's  car. 

BY  which  of  the  Indian  fages  of  antiquity  the 
following  ftory  was  written,  or  whether  the 
people  of  the   Eaft  have  any  remote  tradition 
upon  which  it  is  founded,  is  not  known  :  but  it 

was 
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was  probably- rehted  in  the  firft  perfon,  to  give 
it  an  air  of  greater  dignity,  and  render  its  in- 
fluence more  powerful :  nor  would  it,  perhaps, 
appear  altogether  incredible,  to  people  among 
whom  the  METEMPSYCHOSIS  is  an  article  of 
faith,  and  the  vifible  agency  of  SUPERIOR 
B-EINGS  admitted  without  fcruple. 

AMURATH,  Sultan  of  the  Eaft,  the  judge  of 
nations,  the  difciple  of  adverfity,  records  the 
Bonders  of  his  life  :  let  thofe  who  prefumptu- 
oufly  queftion  the  ways  of  PROVIDENCE,  blufh 
in  filence  and  be  wife;  let  the  proud  be  humble 
and  obtain  honour;  and  let  the  fenfual  reform 
and  be  happy. 

THE  Angel  of  death  clofed  the  eyes  of  the 
Sultan  ABRADIN  my  father,  and  his  empire  de- 
fcended  to  me  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  my  age. 
At  firft  my  mind  was  awed  to  humility,  and 
foftened  with  grief;  I  was  infenfible  to  the  fplen- 
dor  of  dominion,  I  heard  the  addrefies  of  flat- 
tery with  difguft,  and  received  the  homage  of 
dependent  greatnefs  with  indifference.  I  had 
always  regarded  my  father  not  only  wfth  love 
but  reverence;  and  I  was  now  perpetually 
recollecting  inftances  of  his  tendernefs,  and 
reviewing  the  folemn  fcene,  in  which  he  re- 
commended me  to  heaven  in  imperfect  language, 
and  grafped  my  hand  in  the  agonies  of  death. 

ONE 
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ONE  evening,  after  having  concealed  myft-lf 
all  day  in  his  chamber,  I  vifited  his  grave  :  I 
proftrated  myfelf  on  his  tomb  :  forrow  over- 
flowed my  eyes,  and  devotion  kindled  in  my  bo- 
fom.  I  felt  myfelf  fuddenly  fmitten  on  thefhoul- 
der  as  with  a  rod ;  and  looking  up,  I  perceived 
a  man  vvhofe  eyes  were  piercing  as  light,  and 
his  beard  whiter  than  fnow.  "  I  am,"  faid  he, 
"  the  Genius  SYNDARAC,  the  friend  of  thy  fa- 
"  ther  ABRADIN,  who  was  the  fear  of  his 
*'  enemies,  and  the  defire  of  his  people;  whofe 
"  fmile  diiFufed  gladnefs  like  the  luftre  of  the 
*'  morning;,  and  whofe  frown  was  dreadful  as" 
*'  the  gathering  of  a  tempeit :  refign  thyfelf  to 
"  my  influence,  and  thou  fhalt  be  like  him." 
1  bowed  myfelf  to  the  earth  in  token  of  grati- 
tude and  obedience,  and  he  put  a  ring  on  the 
middle  finger  of  my  left  hand,  in  which  I  per- 
ceived a  ruby  of  a  deep  colour  and  uncommon 
brightnefs.  "  This  ring,"  faid  he,  "  fhall  mark 
"  out  to  thee  the  boundaries  of  good  and  evil  ; 
"  that  without  weighing  remote  confequences, 
*'  thou  may'ft  know  the  nature  and  tendency  of 
"  every  action.  J3e  attentive,  therefore,  to  the 
"  filent  admonition  j  and  when  the  circle  of 
"  gold  fhall  by  a  fuddcn  contra,6lion  prefs  thy 
"  ,  finger,  and  the  ruby  fhall  grow  pale,  defift 
"  immediately  from  what  thou  fhalt  be  doing, 
*'  and  mark  down  that  a&ion  in  thy  memory  as 

"  a  tranf- 
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*'  a  trar.fgreflton  of  the  rule  of  right:  keep  my 
"  gift  as  a  pledge  of  happinefs  and  honour,  and 
"  take  it  not  off  for  a  moment."  I  received  the 
ring  with  a  fenfe  of  obligation  which  I  drove 
to  exprefs,  and  an  aftonifliment  that  compelled 
me  to  be  filent.  The  GENIUS  perceived  my 
confufion,  and  turning  from  me  with  a  fmile  of 
complacency,  immediately  difappearcd. 

DURING  the  firft  moon  I  was  fo  cautious  and 
circutnfpe£r,,  that  the  pleafure  of  reflecting  that 
my  ring  had  not  once  indicated  a  fault,  was  lef- 
fened  by  a  doubt  of  its  virtue.  I  applied  myfelf 
to  public  bufinefs;  my  melancholy  decreafed 
as  my  mind  was  diverted  to  other  objects ;  and 
left  the  youth  of  my  court  fliould  think  that  re- 
creation was  too  long  fufpended,  I  appointed  to 
'hunt  the  lion.  But  though  I  went  out  to  the 
fport  rather  to  gratify  others  than  myfelf,  yet  my 
ufual  ardour  returned  in  the  field;  I  grew  warm 
in  the  purfuit,  I  continued  the  chace,  which  was 
unfuccefsful,  too  long,  and  returned  fatigued 
and  difappointed. 

As  I  entered  the  Seraglio,  I  was  met  by  a  lit- 
tle dog  that  had  been  my  father's,  who  exprefled 
his  joy  at  my  return  by  jumping  round  me,  and 
endeavouring  to  reach  my  hand  :  but  as  I  was 
not  difpofed  to  receive  his  carefles,  I  ftruck  him 
in  the  fretfulnefs  of  my  difpleafure  fo  fevere  a 
blow  with  my  foot,  that  it  left  him  fcarce  power 

to 
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to  crawl  away  and  hide  himfclf  under  a  fofa  in 
a  corner  of  the  apartment.  At  this  moment  I 
felt  the  ring  prefs  my  finger,  and  looking  upon 
the  ruby,  I  perceived  the  glow  of  its  colour 
abated. 

•  I  WAS  at  firft  {truck  with  furprize  and  regret ; 
but  furprize  and  regret  quickly  gave  way  to  dif- 
dain.  '*  Shall  not  the  Sultan  AMURATH,"  faid 
I,  "  to  whom  a  thoufand  kings  pay  tribute, 
"  and  in  whofe  hand  is  the  life  of  nations,  fhall 
"  not  AMURATH  ftrike  a  dog  that  offends  him, 
"  without  being  reproached  for  having  tranf- 
<c  grefTed  the  rule  of  righ't?"  My  ring  again 
prelfed  my  ringer,  and  the  ruby  became  more 
pale  :  immediately  the  palace  fhook  with  a  burft 
of  thunder,  and  the  Genius  SYNDARAC  again 
ftood  before  me. 

"  AMURATH,"  faid  he,  "  thou  haft  offended 
"  againft  thy  brother  of  the  duft ;  a  being 
"  who,  like  thee,  has  received  from  the  AL- 
"  MIGHTY  a  capacity  of  pleafure  and  pain  ; 
"  pleafure  which  caprice  is  not  allowed  to  fuf- 
"  pend,  and  pain  which  juftice  only  has  a  right 
"  to  inflict.  If  thou  art  juftified  by  power,  in 
"  afflicting  inferior  beings;  I  ihould  be  juftified 
"  in  afflicling  thee  :  but  my  power  yet  fpares 
"  thee,  becaufe  it  is  directed  by  the  laws  of  fo- 
**  vereign  goodnefs,  and  becaufe  tljou  mayeft 
*'  yet  be  reclaimed  by  admonition.  -But  yield 

VOL.  I.-  I  *'  not 
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<c  not  to  the  impulfe  of  quick  refcntment,  nor 
"  indulge  in  cruelty  the  forwardnefs  of  dif^uft, 
"  left  by  the  laws  of  goodnefs  I  be  compelled 
"  to  afflicl  thee ;  for  he  that  icorns  reproof, 
"  muft  be  reformed  by  punilhment,  or  loft  for 
"  ever." 

AT  the  prefence  of  SYNDARAC  I  was 
troubled,  and  his  words  covered  me  with  con- 
fufion  :  I  fell  proftrate  at  his  feet,  and  heard  him 
pronounce  with  a  milder  accent,  "  Exped  not 
"  henceforth  that  I  fhould  anfwer  the  demands 
*'  of  arrogance,  or  gratify  the  fecurity  of  fpe- 
"  culation  :  confide  in  my  friendship,  and  truft 
"  implicitly  to  thy  ring." 

As  the  chace  had  produced  fo  much  infelicity, 
I  did  not  repeat  it;  but  invited  my  nobles  to  a 
banquet,  and  entertained  them  with  dancing 
and  mufic.  I  had  given  leave  that  all  ceremony 
fhould  be  fufpended,  and  that  the  company 
fhould  treat  me  not  as  a  fovereign  but  an  equal, 
becaufe  the  converfation  would  otherwife  be  en- 
cumbered or  reftrained  ;  and  I  encouraged  others 
to  pieafantry,  by  indulging  the  luxuriancy  of  my 
own  imagination.  But  though  I  affected  to  throw 
off  the  trappings  of  royalty,  I  had  not  fufficlcnt 
magnanimity  to  defpife  them.  I  enjoyed  the 
voluntary  deference  which  was  paid  me,  and 
was  fecretly  offended  at  ALIBEG  my  Vifier,  who 
er.deavoured  to  prevail  upon  the  affembly  to  en- 
joy 
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joy  the  liberty  that  had  been  given  them,  and 
was  himfelf  an  example  of  the  conduct  that  he 
recommended.  I  fingled  out  as  the  fubjett  of 
my  raillery,  the  man  who  alone  deferved  my 
approbation  :  he  believed  my  condefcenfion  to 
be  fmccre,  and  imagined  that  he  was  fecurin<j 
my  favour,  by  that  behaviour  which  had  in- 
curred my  difpleafure  ;  he  was,  therefore,  griev- 
ed and  confounded  to  perceive  that  I  laboured 
to  render  him  ridiculous  and  contemptible  :  I 
enjoyed  his  pain,  and  was  elated  at  my  fuccefs  ; 
but  my  attention  was  fuddenly  called  to  my  ring, 
and  I  perceived  the  ruby  change  colour.  I  de- 
fifted  for  a  moment ;  but  fome  of  my  courtiers 
having  difcovered  and  feconded  my  intention,  I 
felt  my  vanity  and  my  refentment  gratified  :  I 
endeavoured  to  wafli  away  the  remembrance  of 
my  ring  with  wine ;  my  fatire  became  more 
bitter,  and  A  LIB  EG  difcovered  yet  greater 
diftrefs.  My  ring  again  reproached  me;  but  I 
ftill  perfevered  :  the  Vifier  was  at  length  roufed 
to  his  defence  ;  probably  he  had  difcovered  and 
defpifed  my  weakncfs ;  his  replies  were  fo  poig- 
nant, that  I  became  outrageous,  and  defcended 
from  raillery  to  inve&ive:  at  length,  difguifing 
the  anguifh  of  his  mind  with  a  frnile,  "  AMU- 
*'  RATH,"  faid  he,  "  if  the  SULTAN  fhould 
c{  know,  that  after  having  invited  your  friends 
"  to  feftivity  and  merriment,  you  had  aflumed 
I  2  "  his 


172  THE      ADVENTURER.          No.  20. 

"  his  authority,  and  infulted  thofe  who  were 
"  not  aware  that  you  difdained  to  be  treated 
*'  with  the  familiarity  of  friend/hip,  you  would 
"  certainly  fall  under  his  difpleafure."  The 
feverity  of  this  farcafm,  which  was  extorted  hy 
long  provocation  from  a  man  warmed  with 
wine,  flung  me  with  intolerable  rage  :  I  ftartcd 
up,  and  fpurning  him  from  the  table  was  about 
to  draw  my  poignard  :  when  my  attention  was 
again  called  to  my  ring,  and  I  perceived  with 
fbme  degree  of  regret,  that  the  ruby  had  faded 
almoft  to  a  perfect  white. 

BUT  inftead  of  refolving  to  be  more  watch- 
ful againft  whatever  might  bring  me  under  this 
filent  reproof,  I  comforted  myfelf,  that  the  GE- 
NIUS would  no  more  alarm  me  with  his  pre- 
fence.  The  irregularities  of  my  conduct  in- 
creafed  almoft  imperceptibly,  and  the  intimations 
of  my  ring  became  proportionally  more  frequent 
though  lefs  forcible,  till  at  Lift  they  were  fo  fa- 
miliar, that  I  fcarce  remarked  when  they  were 
given  and  when  they  were  fufpended. 

IT  was  foon  difcovered  that  I  was  pleafed  with 
fcrvility  ;  fervility,  therefore,  was  pracrifed,  and 
I  rewarded  it  fometimcs  with  a  penfion  and 
fometimes  with  a  place.  Thus  the  government 
of  my  kingdoms  was  left  to  petty  tyrants,  who 
opprefled  the  people  to  enrich  .themfelves.  In 
the  mean  time  I  filled  my  Seraglio  with  women^ 

among 
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among  whom  I  abandoned  myfelf  to  fenfuality, 
without  enjoying  the  pure  delight  of  that  love 
which  arifes  from  efteem.  But  I  had  not  yet 
ftained  my  hands  with  bloud,  nor  dared  to  ridi- 
cule the  laws  which  I  negie&ed  to  fulfil. 

MY  refentment  againft  ALIBEG,  however 
unjuft,  was  inflexible,  and  terminated  in  the 
moft  periecl:  hatred  :  I  degraded  him  from  his 
ofiice  ;  but  I  ftill  kept  him  at  court,  that  I  might 
embitter  his  life  by  perpetual  indignities,  and 
pra&ife  againft  him  new  fchemes  of  malevo- 
lence. 

SELIMA,  the  daughter  of  this  prince,  had 
been  intended  by  my  father  for  my  wife  j  and 
the  marriage  had  been  delayed  only  by  his 
death  :  but  the  pleafure  and  the  dignity  that 
ALIBEG  would  derive  from  this  alliance,  had 
now  changed  my  purpofe.  Yet  fuch  was  the 
beauty  of  SELIMA,  that  I  gazed  with  defire ; 
and  fuch  was  her  wit,  that  I  liftened  with  de- 
light. I  therefore  refolved,  that  I  would  if 
poflible  feduce  her  to  voluntary  proftitution  ;  and 
that  when  her  beauty  mould  yield  to  the  charm 
of  variety,  I  would  difmifs  her  with  marks  of 
Jifgrace.  But  in  this  attempt  I  could  not  fuc- 
ceed  ;  my  felicitations  were  rejected,  fometimes 
with  tears  and  fometimes  with  reproach.  I  be- 
cume  every  day  more  wretched,  by  feeking  to 
bring  calamity  upon  others  j  I  confidered  my 
I  3  difap- 
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difappointment  as  the  triumph  of  a  flave,  whom 
I  wiflicd  but  did  not  dare  to  deftroy  j  and  I 
regarded  his  daughter  as  the  inftrument  of  my 
diihonour.  Thus  the  tendernefs,  which  before 
had  often  fhaken  my  purpofe,  was  weakened  ; 
my  dcfire  of  beauty  became  as  felfifh  and  as 
fordid  an  appetite  as  my  defire  of  fcod :  and 
as  I  had  no  hope  of  obtaining  the  complete  gra- 
tification of  my  luft,  and  my  revenge,  I  d.tsr- 
xnined  to  enjoy  SELIMA  by  force,  as  the  only 
expedient  to  alleviate  my  torment. 

SHE  refided  by  my  command  in  an  apartment 
of  the  Seraglio,  and  I  entered  her  chamber  at 
midnight  by  a  private  door  of  which  I  had  a 
key  j  but  with  inexpreffible  vexation  I  found  it 
empty.  To  be  thus  difappointed  in  my  laft  at- 
tempt, at  the  very  moment  in  which  I  thought  I 
had  infured  fuccefs,  diflra&ed  me  with  rage  j 
and  inftead  of  returning  to  my  chamber,  and 
concealing  my  defign,  I  called  for  her  women. 
They  ran  in  pale  and  trembling :  I  demanded 
the  lady  ;  they  gazed  at  me  aftonifhed  and  ter- 
rified, and  then  looking  upon  each  other  flood 
filent :  I  repeated  my  demand  with  fury  and  ex- 
ecration, and  to  enforce  it  called  aloud  for  the 
minifters  of  death  :  they  then  fell  proftrate  at  my 
feet,  and  declared  with  one  voice  that  they 
knew  not  where  flic  was  ;  that  they  had  left  her, 
When  they  were  difmifled  igr  the  night,  fitting 

on 
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on  a  fofa  penfive  and  alone  j  and  that  no  pcrfon 
had  fince  to  their  knowledge  patted  in  or  out  of 
her  apartment. 


NUMB.  21.  TUESDAY,  January   16,  1753* 

Si  genus  bumanum  et  mortatia  temnitis  arma  ; 
At  fperate  Dcos  mcmores  fandi  atque  nefandi. 

VIRG. 

Of  mortal  Juftice  if  thou  fcorn  the  rod  — 
Believe  and  tremble,  thou  artjudg'd  of  GOD. 

IN  this  account,  however  incredible,  they  per- 
fifted  without  variation  ;  and  having  filled 
the  palace  with  alarm  and  confufion,  I  was 
obliged  to  retire  without  gain'ng  any  intelligence 
by  what  means  I  had  been  baffled,  or  on  whom, 
to  turn  my  refentment.  I  reviewed  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  the  night  with  anguifh  and  regret,  and 
bewildered  myfelf  among  the  innumerable  pof- 
fibilities  that  might  have  produced  my  difap- 
pointment.  I  remembered  that  the  windows  of 
SELIMA'S  apartment  were  open,  and  I  imagined 
that  (lie  might  that  way  have  efcaped  into  the 
gardens  of  the  Seraglio.  But  v/hy  fhould  fhe 
elcape  who  had  never  been  confined  ?  If  fhe  had 
designed  to  depart,  (he  might  have  departed  by 
I  4  day. 
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day.  Had  fhe  an  afiignation  ?  and  did  (he  in- 
tend to  return,  without  being  known  to  have 
been  abfent  ?  This  fuppofition  increafcd  my  tor- 
ment j  becaufe,  if  it  was  true,  SELIMA  had 
granted  to  my  Have,  that  which  fhe  had  refufed 
to  me.  But  as  all  thefe  conjectures  were  un- 
certain, I  determined  to  make  her  abfence  a  pre- 
tence to  deftroy  her  father. 

IN  the  morning  I  gave  orders  that  he  fhould 
be  feized,  and  brought  before  me  j  but  while  I 
was  yet  fpeaking,  he  entered,  and  proftrating 
himfelf,  thus  anticipated  my  accufation  :  "  May 
44  the  Sultan  AMURATH,  in  whofe  wrath  the 
44  angel  of  death  goes  forth,  rejoice  for  ever 
"  in  the  fmile  of  HEAVEN  !  Let  the  wretched 
44  ALIBEG  pcrifh ;  but  let  my  lord  remember 
"  SELIMA  with  mercy  :  let  him  difmifsthe  flave 
**  in  whom  he  ceafes  to  delight."  I  heard  no 
more,  but  cried  out,  "  Dareft  thou  to  mock  me 
**  with  a  requeft,  to  difmifs  the  daughter  whom 
'*  thou  haft  ftolen  !  thou  whofe  life,  that  has 
44  been  fo  often  forfeited,  I  have  yet  fpared  ! 
"  Reftore  her  within  one  hour,  or  affronted 
"  mercy  {hall  give  thee  up."  "  O  !"  faid  he, 
**  let  not  the  mighty  fovereign  of  the  Eaft  fport 
44  with  the  mifery  of  the  weak  :  if  thou  haft 
"  doomed  us  to  death,  let  us  die  together." 

THOUGH  I  was  now  convinced  that  ALIBEG 
believed  I  had  confined  SELIMA,  and  decreed 

her 
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her  death,  yet  I  refolved  to  perfift  in  requiring 
her  at  his  hands  ;  and  therefore  difmifled  him 
with  a  repetition  of  my  command,  to  produce 
her  within  an  hour  upon  pain  of  death. 

MY  ring,  which,  during  this  feries  of  events, 
had  given  perpetual  intimations  of  guilt,  which 
were  always  difregarded,  now  preffed  my  finger 
fo  forcibly,  that  it  gave  me  great  pain,  and 
compelled  my  notice.  I  immediately  retired, 
and  gave  way  to  the  difcontent  that  fwelled  my 
bofom.  "  How  wretched  a  flave  is  AMURATH 
"  to  an  invifible  tyrant !  a  being,  whofe  male- 
*'  volence  or  envy  has  reftrained  me  in  the 
*'  exercife  of  my  authority  as  a  prince,  and 
"  whofe  cunning  has  contrived  perpetually  to 
"  infult  me  by  intimating  that  every  action  of 
"  my  life  is  a  crime  !  How  long  fhall  I  groan 
"  under  this  intolerable  oppreflion  !  This  ac- 
<c  curfed  ring  is  the  badge  and  the  inftrument  of 
"  my  fubje£tion  and  diftionour  :  he  who  gave 
"  it,  is  now,  perhaps,  in  fome  remote  region  of 
"  the  air  ;  perhaps,  he  rolls  fome  planet  in  its 
"  orbit,  agitates  the  fouthern  ocean  with  a 
"  tempeft,  or  makes  fome  diftant  region  with 
**  an  earthquake  ;  but  wherever  he  is,  he  has 
**  furely  a  more  important  employ  than  to  watch 
"  my  conduct.  Perhaps  he  has  contrived  thi^j 
44  Talifman,  only  to  reftrain  me  from  the  en- 
"  joyment  of  fome  good,  which  he  v/ifties  to 
15  4t  with- 
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"  withhold.  I  feel  that  my  defires  are  controul- 
"  ed  ;  and  to  gratify  thefe  defires  is  to  be  hap- 
**  py."  As  I  pronounced  thefe  words  I  drew  off 
the  ring,  and  threw  it  to  the  ground  with  difdain 
and  indignation  :  immediately  the  air  grew  dark; 
a  cloud  burft  in  thunder  over  my  head,  and  the 
eye  of  SYNDARAC  was  upon  me.  I  flood  before 
him  motionlefs  and  filent ;  horror  thrilled  in  my 
veins  and  my  hair  ftood  upright.  I  had  neither 
power  to  deprecate  his  anger,  nor  to  confefs 
my  faults.  In  his  countenance  there  was  a  calm 
feverity  ;  and  I  heard  him  pronounce  thefe 
words  :  "  Thou  haft  now,  as  far  as  it  is  in  thy 
"  own  power,  thrown  off  humanity  and  degrad- 
4*  ed  thy  being  :  thy  form,  therefore,  fhall  no 
"  longer  conceal  thy  nature,  nor  thy  example 
*'  render  thy  vices  contagious."  He  then  touched 
me  with  his  rod  ;  and  while  the  found  of  his  voice 
ytt  vibrated  in  my  ears,  I  found  myfelf  in  the 
midft  of  a  defert,  not  in  the  form  of  a  man  but 
pf  a  monfter,  with  the  fore-parts  of  my  body 
like  a  wolf,  and  the  hinder  parts  like  a  goat.  I 
was  ftill  confcious  to  every  event  of  my  life,  and 
my  intellectual  powers  were  continued,  though 
my  paflions  were  irritated  to  frenzy.  I  now  rolled 
in  the  fand  in  an  agony  not  to  be  defcribed  ;  and 
now  haftily  traverfed  the  defert,  impelled  only 
by  the  vain  defire  of  flying  from  myfelf.  I  now 
bellowed  with  jage,  and  now  howled  in  defpair  ; 

this 
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this  moment  I  breathed  execration  againft  the 
GENIUS,  and  the  next  reproached  myfclf  for 
having  forfeited  his  friendfhip. 

By  this  violent  agitation  of  mind  and  body, 
the  powers  of  both  were  foon  exhaufted  :  I  crawl- 
ed into  a  den  which  I  perceived  near  me,  and 
immediately  funk  down  in  sftate  of  infenfibi- 
lity.  I  flept,  but  fleep,  inftead  of  prolonging, 
put  an  end  to  this  interval  of  quiet.  The  GE- 
NIUS ftill  terrified  me  with  his  prefence  ;  I  heard 
his  fentence  repeated,  and  feltagain  all  the  hor- 
rors of  my  transformation.  When  I  awaked,  I 
was  not  refreshed  :  calamity,  though  it  is  com- 
pelled to  admit  flumber,  can  yet  exclude  reft. 
But  I  was  now  rouzed  by  hunger  ;  for  hunger 
like  flecp  is  irreHftible. 

I  WENT  out  in  fearch  of  prey;  and  if  I  felt 
any  alleviation  of  mifery,  befide  the  hope  of  fa- 
tisfying  my  appetite,  it  was  in  the  thought  of 
tearing  to  pieces  whatever  I  ftiould  meet,  and 
inflicting  fome  part  of  the  evil  which  I  endured  j 
for  though  I  regretted  my  punifhment,  I  did  not 
repent  of  my  crimes  :  and  as  I  imagined  SYN- 
DARAC  would  now  neither  mitigate  norencreafe 
my  fufferings,  I  was  not  retrained,  either  by 
hope  or  fear,  from  indulging  my  difpoiltion  to 
cruelty  and  revenue.  But  while  I  was  thus  me- 
ditating the  deftrudion  of  others,  I  trembled 
I  6  left 
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left  by  fome  flronger  favage  I  ftiould  be  deftroyed 
myfelf. 

IN  the  midft  of  this  variety  of  torment,  I 
heard  the  cry  of  dogs,  the  trampling  of  horfes, 
qnd  the  fhouts  of  the  hunters  ;  and  fuch  is  the 
love  of  life,  however  wretched,  that  my  heart 
funk  within  me  at. the  found.  To  hide  myfelf 
v/as  impofiible,  and  I  was  too  much  enfeebled 
either  to  fly  or  refift.  I  flood  ftill  till  they  came 
up.  At  firft  they  gazed  at  me  with  wonder, 
and  doubted  whether  they  {hould  advance  :  but 
at  length  a  Have  threw  a  net  over  me,  and  I  was 
dragged  to  the  city. 

I  NOW  entered  the  metropolis  of  my  empire, 
arnidft  the  noife  and  tumult  of  a  rabble,  who 
the  day  before  would  have  hid  themfelves  at  my 
prcicnce.  I  heard  the  found  of  mufic  at  a  dif- 
tance  :  the  heralds  approached,  and  A  LI  BEG 
was  proclaimed  in  my  ftead.  I  was  now  deferted 
by  the  multitude,  whofe  curiofity  was  diverted 
by  the  pomp  of  the  proceflion ;  and  was  con- 
ducted to  the  place  where  other  favages  are 
kept,  which  cuftom  has  confidered  as  part  of 
the  regalia. 

MY  keeper  was  a  black  flave  whom  I  did  not 
remember  ever  to  have  feen,  and  in  whom  it 
would  indeed  have  been  a  fatal  prefumption  to 
have  flood  before  me.  After  he  had  given  me 
food,  and  the  vigour  of  nature  was  reftored,  he 

discovered 
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di {covered  in  me  fuch  tokens  of  ferocity,  that 
he  fuffered  me  to  faft  many  hours  before  I  was 
again  fed.  I  was  fo  enraged  at  this  delay,  that, 
forgetting  my  dependence,  I  roared  horribly 
when  he  again  approached  me  :  fo  that  he  found 
it  necefTary  to  add  blows  to  hunger,  that  he 
might  gain  fuch  an  afcendancy  over  me,  as  was 
fuitable  to  his  office.  By  this  flave,  therefore, 
I  was  alternately  beaten  and  famifhed,  till  the 
fiercenefs  of  my  difpofition  being  fupprefled  by 
f«ar  and  languor,  a  milder  temper  infenfibly 
ftole  upon  me  ;  and  a  demeanour  that  was  begun 
by  conftraint  was  continued  by  habit. 

I  WAS  now  treated  with  lefs  feverity,  and 
ftrove  to  exprefs  fomething  like  gratitude,  that 
might  encourage  my  keeper  to  yet  greater  kind* 
nefs.  His  vanity  was  flattered  by  my  fubmiffion  ; 
and,  to"  {hew  as  well  his  courage  as  the  fuccefs 
of  his  difcipline,  he  ventured  fometimes  to  carefs 
me  in  the  prefence  of  \thofe  whofe  curiofity 
brought  them  to  fee  me.  A  kind  of  friend- 
fhip  thus  imperceptibly  grew  between  us,  and  I 
felt  fome  degree  of  the  affection  that  I  had 
feigned.  It  happened  that  a  tiger,  which  had 
been  lately  taken,  broke  one  day  into  my  den, 
while  my  keeper  was  giving  me  my  provifion,  and 
leaping  upon  him  would  inftantly  have  torn  him 
to  pieces,  if  I  had  not  feized  the  favage  by  the 
throat,  and  dragged  him  to  the  ground  :  the  flave 

prefcntly 
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prefently  difpatched  him  with  his  dagger,  and 
turned  about  to  carefs  his  deliverer j  but  ftarting 
fuddenly  backward,  he  ftood  motioivlefs  with 
aftonifhment,  perceiving  that  I  was  no  longer  a 
monfter  but  a  dog. 

I  WAS  myfelf  confcious  of  the  change  which 
had  again  pafTed  upon  me,  and  leaping  out  of 
my  den,  efcaped  from  my  confinement.  This 
transformation  I  confidered  as  a  reward  of  my 
fidelity,  and  was  perhaps  never  more  happy  than 
in  the  firft  moments  of  my  efcape ;  for  I  reflected, 
that  as  a  dog  my  liberty  was  not  only  reftored, 
but  infured  ;  I  was  no  longer  fufpeCtcd  of  quali- 
ties which  rendered  me  unfit  for  fociety  ;  I  had 
fome  faint  refemblance  of  human  virtue,  which  is- 
not  found  in  other  animals,  and  therefore  hoped 
to  be  more  generally  carefled.  But  it  was  not 
long  before  this  joy  fubfided  in  the  remembrance 
of  that  dignity  from  which  I  had  fallen,  and 
from  which  I  was  ftill  at  an  immeafurable  dif- 
tance.  Yet  I  lifted  up  my  heart  in  gratitude 
to  the  POWER,  who  had  once  more  brought  me 
within  the  circle  of  nature.  As  a  brute  I  was 
more  thankful  for  a  mitigation  of  punifliment, 
than  as  a  king  I  had  been  for  offers  of  the  higheft 
happinefs  and  honour.  And  who,  that  is  not 
taught  by  affliction,  can  juftly  eftimate  the  boun- 
ties of  HEAVEN  ? 


As 
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As  foon  as  the  firfl  tumult  of  my  mind  was 
pall,  I  felt  an  irrefiftible  inclination  once  more 
to  vifit  the  apartments  of  my  Seraglio.  I  placed 
myfelf  behind  an  Emir  whom  I  knew  to  have 
been  the  friend  of  ALIBEG,  and  was  permitted 
to  follow  him  into  the  prefence.  The  perfons 
and  the  place,  the  retrofpedtion  of  my  life  which 
they  produced,  and  the  comparifon  of  what  I 
was  with  what  I  had  been,  almoft  overwhelmed 
me.  I  went  unobferved  into  the  garden,  and  lay 
down  under  the  ihade  of  an  almond- tree,  that  I 
might  indulge  thofe  reflections,  which,  though 
they  opprefied  me  with  melancholy,  I  did  not 
wifh  to  lofe. 

I  HAD  not  been  long  in  this  place,  before 
a  little  dog,  which  I  knew  to  be  the  fame 
that  I  fpurned  from  me  when  he  carefled  me 
at  my  return  from  hunting,  came  and  fawned 
at  my  feet.  My  heart  now  fmote  me,  and  I 
faid  to  myfelf,  "  Doft  thou  know  me  under 
"  this  difguife  ?  Is  thy  fidelity  to  thy  lord  un- 
"  fliaken  ?  Cut  off  as  I  am  from  the  converfe 
"  of  mankind,  haft  thou  preferved  for  me  an 
"  affection,  which  I  once  fo  lightly  efteemed, 
"  and  requited  with  evil  ?  This  forgetfulnefs 
"  of  injury,  and  this  fteady  friendfhip,  are  they 
"  lefs  than  human,  or  are  they  more  ?"  I  was 
not  prevented  by  thefe  reflections  from  return- 
ing  the  carefies  that  I  received  j  and  ALIBEG, 

who 
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who  jufl  then  entered  the  garden,  took  notice 
of  me,  and  ordered  that  I  fhould  not  be  turned 
out. 

In  the  Seraglio  I  foon  learned,  that  a  body, 
which  was  thought  to  be  mine,  was  found  dead 
in  the  chamber;  and  that  ALIBEG  had  been 
chofen  to  fucceed  me,  by  the  unanimous  voice 
of  the  people  :  but  I  gained  no  intelligence  of 
SELIMA,  whofe  apartment  I  found  in  the  pofTef- 
fion  of  another,  and  for  whom  I  had  fearched 
every  part  of  the  palace  in  vain.  I  became  reft- 
lefs  ;  every  place  was  irkfome  ;  a  defire  to  wan- 
der prevailed  ;  and  one  evening  I  went  out  at 
the  garden  gate,  and  travelling  till  midnight, 
I  lay  down  at  the  foot  of  a  fycamore-tree,  and" 
flept. 

*!N  the  morning  I  beheld,  with  furprize,  a  wall 
of  marble  that  feemed  to  reach  to  heaven,  and 
gates  that  were  fculptured  with  every  emblem  of 
delight.  Over  the  gate  was  infcribed  in  letters 
of  gold,  '*  Within  this  wall  liberty  is  unbounded, 
"  and  felicity  complete  :  Nature  is  not  opprefied 
"  by  the  tyranny  of  religion,  nor  is  pleafure 
"  awed  by  the  frown  of  virtue.  The  gate  is 
'*  obedient  to  thy  wifh,  wholbever  thou  art  j 
"  enter  therefore,  and  be  happy." 

WHEN  I  read  this  infcription,  my  bofom 
throbbed  with  tumultuous  expectation  :  but  my 
dcfirc  to  enter  was  repreffed  by  the  reflection, 

that 
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that  I  had  loft  the  form,  in  which  alone  I  could 
gratify  the  appetites  of  a  man.  Defire  and  curi- 
ofity  were  notwithstanding  predominant  :  the 
door  immediately  opened  inward  ;  I  entered, 
and  it  clofed  after  me. 


NUMB.  22.  SATURDAY,  January  20,  1753. 

Rurfus  tt  in  vtterem  fato  revoluta  fguram. 

VIRC. 

His  native  form  at  length  by  fate  reftor'd. 

BUT  my  ears  were  now  ftunned  with  the 
diflbnance  of  riot,  and  my  eye  fickened  at 
the  contortions  of  mifery  :  difeafe  was  vifible  in 
every  countenance,  however  otherwife  imprefled 
with  the  character  of  rage,  of  drunkennefs,  or 
of  luft.  Rape  and  murder,  revelling  and  ftrife, 
rilled  every  ftreet  and  every  dwelling. 

As  my  retreat  was  cut  off,  I  went  forward 
with  timidity  and  circumfpe6tion  ;  for  I  ima- 
gined, that  I  could  no  otherwife  efcape  injury, 
than  by  eluding  the  notice  of  wretches,  whofe 
propenfity  to  ill  was  reftrained  by  no  law,  and 
I  perceived  too  late,  that  to  punifh  vice  is  to 
promote  happinefs. 

IT 
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IT  was  now  evening,  and  that  I  might  pafo 
the  night  in  greater  fecurity,  I  quitted  the  public 
way,  and  perceiving  a  houfe  that  was  incircled 
by  a  mote,  I  fwam  over  to  it,  and  chofe  an  ob- 
fcure  corner  of  the  area  for  my  afylum.  I 
heard  from  within  the  found  of  dancing  and 
mufic  :  but  after  a  fhort  interval,  was  akrmed 
with  the  menaces  of  rage,  the  fhrieks  of  terror, 
and  the  wailings  of  diftrefs.  The  window  of 
the  banqueting  room  fiew  open,  and  fome 
venifon  was  thrown  out,  which  fell  juft  at  my 
feet.  As  1  had  eaten  nothing  fince  my  de- 
parture from  the  Seraglio,  I  regarded  this  as  a 
fortunate  accident ;  and  after  the  pleafure  of  an 
unexpected  repair,  I  again  lay  down  in  expec- 
tation of  the  morning,  with  hope  and  fear ;  but 
in  a  fhort  time,  many  perfons  rufhed  from  the 
houfe  with  lights,  and  feemed  folicitous  to  gather 
up  the  venifon  which  had  been  thrown  out  -f 
but  not  being  able  to  find  it,  and  at  the  fame 
time  perceiving  me,  they  judged  that  I  had  de- 
voured it.  I  was  immediately  feized  and  led  into 
the  houfe :  but  as  I  could  not  difcover  that  I 
was  the  objedl  either  of  malignity  or  kindnefs,, 
I  was  in  doubt  what  would  be  the  iflue  of  the 
event.  It  was  not  long  before  this  doubt  was 
refolved  ;  for  I  foon  learned  from  the  difcourfe 
of  thofe  about  me,  that  I  was  fufpe&ed  to  haver 
eaten  poifon,  which  had  been  intended  for 

anotherj 
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another,  and  was  fecured,  that  the  efFc&  might 
either  remove  or  confirm  the  fufpicion.  As  it 
was  not  expected  that  the  poifon  would  imme- 
diately operate,  I  was  locked  up  in  a  room  by 
myfelf,  where  I  reflected  upon  the  caufe  and  the 
event  of  my  confinement,  with  inexprefiible  an- 
guiih,  anxiety,  and  terror. 

IN  this  gloomy  interval,  a  fudden  light  fhoiie 
round  me,  and  1  found  myfelf  once  more  in 
the  prefence  of  the  GENIUS.  I  crawled  to- 
wards him  trembling  and  confounded,  but  not 
utterly  without  hope.  "  Yet  a  few  moments," 
faid  he,  "  and  the  Angel  of  Death  fhall  teach 
*'  thee,  that  the  wants  of  nature  cannot  be  fup- 
"  plied  with  fafety,  where  the  inordinate  ap- 
"  petites  of  vice  are  not  reftrained.  Thy  hun- 
*'  ger  required  food  ;  but  the  luft  and  revenge 
"  of  others  have  given  thee  poifon."  My 
blood  grew  chill  as  he  fpake ;  I  difcovered  and 
abhorred  my  folly  :  but  while  I  wiflicd  to  ex- 
prcfs  my  contrition,  I  fell  down  in  an  agony  : 
my  eyes  failed  me,  I  Ihivered,  was  convulfed, 
and  expired. 

THAT  fpark  of  immaterial  fire  which  no  vio- 
lence can  quench,  rofe  up  from  the  duft  which 
had  thus  been  reftorcd  to  the  earth,  and  now 
animated  the  form  of  a  dove.  On  this  new 
ftate  of  exiftence  I  entered  with  inexpreiliblc  de- 
light j  I  imagined  that  my  wings  were  not  only 

a  pledge 
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a  pledge  of  fafety,  but  of  the  favour  of  SYN- 
DARAC,  whom  I  was  now  more  than  ever 
felicitous  to  pleafe.  I  flew  immediately  from 
the  window,  and  turning  towards  the  wall 
through  which  I  had  entered,  I  endeavoured  to 
rife  above  it,  that  I  might  quit  for  ever  a  place 
in  which  guilt  and  wretchednefs  were  compli- 
cated in  every  object,  and  which  I  now  de- 
tefted  as  much  as  before  I  had  defired.  But 
over  this  region  a  fulphureous  vapour  hovered 
like  a  thick  cloud,  which  I  had  no  fooner  en- 
tered than  I  fell  down  panting  for  breath,  and 
had  fcarce  ilrength  to  keep  my  wings  fufficiently 
extended  to  break  my  fall.  It  was  now  midnight, 
and  I  alighted  near  the  mouth  of  a  cave,  in  which 
I  thought  there  appeared  fome  faint  glimmerings 
of  light.  Into  this  place  I  entered  without  much 
apprehenfion ;  as  it  feemed  rather  to  be  the  re- 
treat of  penitence,  than  the  recefs  of  luxury : 
but  left  the  noife  of  my  wings  mould  difcover  me 
to  any  hateful  or  mifchievous  inhabitant  of  this 
gloomy  folitude,  I  entered  in  filence  and  upon  my 
feet.  As  I  went  forward  the  cave  grew  wider ; 
and  by  the  light  of  a  lamp  which  was  fufpcixled 
from  the  roof,  I  difcovered  a  hermit  liftening  to 
a  youDg  lady,  who  .feemed  to  be  greatly  affe&ed 
with  the  events  which  fhe  was  relating.  Of 
the  hermit  I  had  no  knowledge;  but  the  lady 
I  difcerned  to  be  SELIMA.  I  was  {truck  with 

amazement 
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amazement  at  this  difcovery;  I  remembered 
with  the  deepeft  contrition  my  attempts  upon 
her  virtue,  and  I  now  fecretly  rejoiced  that  (he 
had  rendered  them  ineffectual.  I  watched  her 
lips  with  the  utmoft  impatience  of  curiollty,  and 
{he  continued  her  narrative. 

"  I  WAS  fitting  on  a  fofa  one  evening  after 
"  I  had  been  carolled  by  AMURATH,  and  my 
tc  imagination  kindled  as  I  mufed.  Why,  faid 
11  I  aloud,  fhould  1  give  up  the  delights  of 
"  love  with  the  fplendor  of  royalty?  Since  the 
"  prefumption  of  my  father  has  prevented  my 
"  marriage,  why  fhould  I  not  accept  the  bleflings 
"  that  are  frill  offered  ?  Why  is  defire  retrained 
"  by  the  dread  of  fhame  ?  and  why  is  the  pride 
*c  of  virtue  offended  by  the  foftnefs  of  nature  ? 
*'  Immediately  a  thick  cloud  furrounded  me  ; 
"  I  felt  myfelf  lifted  up  and  conveyed  through 
"  the  air  with  incredible  rapidity.  I  defccnded, 
"  the  cloud  diflipated,  and  I  found  myfelf  fitting 
**  in  an  alcove,  by  the  fide  of  a  canal  that  en- 
"  circled  a  ftately  edifice  and  a  fpacious  garden. 
"  I  faw  many  perfons  pafs  along;  but  difco- 
"  vered  in  all  fomething  either  diffolute  or 
"  wretched,  fomething  that  alarmed  my  fears, 
"  or  excited  my  pity.  I  fuddenly  perceived 
"  many  men  with  their  fvvords  drawn,  con- 
"  tending  for  a  woman,  who  was  forced  along 
**  irrcfiftibly  by  the  crowd,  which  moved  di- 

"  redly 
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44  rectly  towards  the  place  in  which  I  was  fit- 
44  ting.  I  was  terrified,  and  looked  round  me 
"  with  eagernefs,  to  fee  where  I  could  retreat 
"  for  fafety.  A  per  Ion  richly  drefled  perceived 
44  my  diflrefs,  and  invited  me  into  the  houfe 
44  which  the  canal  furrounded.  Of  this  invi- 
44  tation  I  haftily  accepted  with  gratitude  and 
44  joy  :  but  I  foon  remarked  feveral  incidents, 
44  which  filled  me  with  new  perplexity  and 
44  apprehenfion.  I  was  welcomed  to  a  place, 
44  in  which  infamy  and  honour  were  equally 
44  unknown ;  where  every  wifh  was  indulged 
44  without  the  violation  of  any  law,  and  where 
44  the  will  was  therefore  determined  only  by 
44  appetite.  I  was  prefently  furrounded  by 
44  women,  whofe  behaviour  covered  me  with 
4C  blufhes ;  and  though  I  rejected  the  carefles  of 
44  the  perfon  into  whofe  power  I  was  delivered, 
44  yet  they  became  jealous  of  the  distinction 
44  with  which  he  treated  me  :  my  expostulations 
44  were  not  heard,  and  my  tears  were  treated 
44  with  merriment :  preparations  were  made  for 
44  revelling  and  jollity  i  I  was  invited  to  join 
44  the  dance,  and  upon  my  refufal  was  enter- 
44  tained  with  muuc.  In  this  dreadful  fituation, 
"  I  fighed  thus  to  myfelf :  How  fevere  is  that 
44  juftice,  which  tranfports  thofe  who  form  li- 
44  centious  wimes,  to  a  fociety  in  which  they 
44  are  indulged  without  reftraint !  Who  {hall 

"  deliver 
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*'  deliver  me  from  the  effecls  of  my  own  folly? 
*'  who  (hall  defend  me  againft  the  vices  of 
"  others  ?  At  this  moment  I  was  thus  encou- 
<l  raged  by  the  voice  of  fome  invifible  being. 
*  The  friends  of  VIRTUE  are  mighty;  rcje£ 
'  not  their  protection,  and  thoti  art  fafe.'  As 
44  I  renounced  the  prefumptuous  wifh  which 
"  had  once  polluted  my  mind,  I  exulted  in  this 
"  intimation  with  an  aflurance  of  relief;  and 
"  when  fupper  was  fet  before  me,  I  fuffered  the 
"  principal  lady  to  ferve  me  with  fome  venifon  ; 
*'  but  the  friendly  voice  having  warned  me  that 
*'  it  was  poifoned,  I  fell  back  in  my  feat  and 
*'  turned  pale  :  the  lady  enquired  earneflly  what 
"  had  difordered  me;  but  inftead  of  making 
"  a  reply,  I  threw  the  venifon  from  the  win- 
*<  dow,  and  declared  that  fhe  had  intended  my 
"  death.  The  mafter  of  the  table,  who  per- 
"  ceived  the  lady  to  whom  I  fpoke  change 
"  countenance,  was  at  once  convinced,  that 
"  (he  had  indeed  attempted  to  poifon  me,  to 
"  preferve  that  intcreft  which  as  a  rival  fhe 
"  feared  I  fliould  fubvert.  He  rofe  up  in  a  rage, 
*c  and  commanded  the  venifon  to  be  produced; 
"  a  dog  that  was  fuppofed  to  have  eaten  it  was 
"  brought  in  :  but  before  the  event  could  be 
*'  known,  the  tumult  was  become  general,  and 
**  my  rival,  after  having  fuddenly  ftabbed  her 

*'  patron, 
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*'  patron,  plunged  the  fame  poignard  in  her 
"  own  bofom. 

"  IN  the  midft  of  this  confufion  I  found 
c<  means  to  efcape,  and  wandered  through  the 
"  city  in  fearch  of  fome  obfcure  recefs,  where, 
*.'  if  I  received  not  the  afitftance  which  I  hoped, 
*'  death  at  leaft  might  fecure  my  perfon  from 
"  violation,  and  clofe  my  eyes  on  thofe  fcene?, 
e'  which,  wherever  I  turned,  filled  me  not  only 
"  with  difguft  but  with  horror.  By  that  BENE- 
"  VOLENT  POWER,  who,  zs  a  prefervative  from 
ct  mifery,  has  placed  in  us  a  fecret  and  irre- 
"  fiftible  difapprobation  of  vice,  my  feet  have 
"  been  directed  to  thee,  whofe  virtue  has  par- 
"  ticipated  in  my  diftrefs,  and  whofe  wifdom 
*'  may  effect  my  deliverance." 

I  GAZED  upon  SELIMA,  while  I  thus  learned 
the  ardour  of  that  affection  which  I  had  abufed, 
•with  fentiments  that  can  never  be  conceived 
but  when  they  are  felt.  I  was  touched  with 
the  moft  bitter  remorfe,  for  having  produced 
one  wifh  that  could  ftain  fo  amiable  a  mind  ; 
and  abhorred  myfelf  for  having  ufed  the  power 
which  I  derived  from  her  tendernefs,  to  effect 
her  deflruction.  My  fondnefs  was  not  lefs  ar- 
dent, but  it  was  more  chafte  and  tender  ;  defire 
was  not  extinguifhed,  but  it  was  almoft  ab- 
forbed  in  efteem.  I  felt  a  paflion,  to  which, 
till  now,  I  had  been  a  ftranger :  and  the  mo- 
9  ment 
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ment  LOVE  was  kindled  in  my  breaft,  I  re- 
fumed  the  form  proper  to  the  nature  in  which 
alone  it  can  fubfift,  and  SELIMA  beheld  AMU- 
RATH  at  her  feet.  At  my  fudden  and  unex- 
pected appearance,  the  colour  faded  from  her 
cheeks,  the  powers  of  life  were  fufpended,  and 
fhe  funk  into  my  arms.  I  clapfed  her  to  my 
breaft,  and,  looking  towards  the  hermit  for  his 
affiftance,  I  beheld  in  his  ftead  the  friendly 
GENIUS,  who  had  taught  me  happinefs  by  af- 
fliction. At  the  fame  in-ftant  SELIMA  reco- 
vered. "  Arife,"  faid  SYNDARAC,  "  and  look 
"  round."  We  looked  round  j  the  darknefs 
was  fuddenly  diffipated,  and  we  perceived  our- 
•felves  in  the  road  to  Golconda,  and  the  fpires  of 
the  city  fparkled  before  us.  ««  Go,"  faid  he, 
*c  AMURATH,  henceforth  the  hufband  of  SE- 
'*  LIMA,  and  the  father  of  thy  people  !  I  have 
"  revealed  thy  ftory  to  ALIBEG  in  a  vifion  ;  he 
*'  expects  thy  return,  and  the  chariots  are  coma 
"  out  to  meet  thee.  Go,  and  I  will  proclaim 
*'  before  thee,  AMURATH  the  Sultan  of  the 
*'  Eaft,  the  judge  of  nations,  the  taught  ofhea- 
"  ven  ;  AMURATH,  whofe  ring  is  equal  to  the 
"  ring  of  SOLOMON,  returns  to  reign  with  wif- 
"  dom,  and  difFufe  felicity."  I  now  lifted  up 
my  eyes,  and  beheld  the  chariots  coming  for- 
ward. We  were  received  by  ALIBEG  with  fen- 
timents  which  could  not  be  uttered,  and  by  the 
VOL.  I.  K  people 
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people  with  the  loudeft  acclamations :  SYNDA- 
RAC  proclaimed  our  return,  in  thunder  that  was 
heard  through  all  the  nations  of  my  empire; 
and  has  prolonged  my  reign  in  profperity  and 
peace. 

FOR  the  world  I  have  written,  and  by  the 
world  let  what  I  write  be  remembered :  for  to 
none  who  hear  of  the  ring  of  AMURATH,  fhall 
its  influence  be  wanting.  Of  this,  is  not  thy 
heart  a  witnefs,  thou  whofeeye  drinks  inftru&ion 
from  my  pen  ?  Haft  thou  not  a  MONITOR  who 
reproaches  thee  in  fecret,  when  thy  foot  deviates 
from  the  paths  of  virtue  ?  Neglecl  not  the  firft 
whifpers  of  this  friend  to  thy  foul ;  it  is  the  voice 
of  a  greater  than  SYNDARAC,  to  refift  whofe  in- 
fluence is  to  invite  deftruction. 


NUMB. 
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NUMB.  23.  TUESDAY,  January  23,  1753. 


ut 

Vot'iva  pateat  velnti  defcripta  tabella 

Vita  -  HoR. 

In  books  the  various  fcenes  of  life  he  drew, 
As  votive  tablets  give  the  wreck  to  view. 

AMONG  the  many  Pocket-Companions-: 
New  Memorandum-Books,  Gentleman  and 
Tradefman's  Daily  Afiiftants,  and  other  produc- 
tions of  the  like  nature,  calculated  for  the  ufe  of 
thofe  who  mix  in  the  buttle  of  the  world,  I 
cannot  but  applaud  thofe  polite  and  elegant  in- 
ventions, The  LADIES  MEMORANDUM-BOOKS, 
as  thefe  feem  chiefly  adapted  to  the  more  im- 
portant bufmefies  of  pleafure  and  amufement.  I 
mail  not  take  upon  me  to  determine  which  is 
the  moft  preferable  :  each  of  them  being,  if  you 
believe  the  folemn  afieverations  of  their  pro- 
prietors, "  the  beft  and  moft  complete  of  its 
44  kind  that  has  hitherto  been  publifhed." 

THE  utility  of  thefe  little  books,  with  refpeft 
to  the  fair  fex,  is  on  the  firft  view  apparent  ;  as 
they  are  divided  for  each  day  of  the  week  into 
diftincl  columns,  allotted  to  the  feveral  branches 
of  ENGAGEMENTS,  EXPENCES,  and  OCCA- 
SIONAL MEMORANDUMS.  Thefe,  indeed,  com- 
K  2  prehcnd 
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prebend  every  thing  that  can  either  attract  their 
regard,  or  take  up  their  time  :  I  {hall  therefore 
point  out  fome  particular  advantages  that  will 
arife  from  a  right  ufe  and  regulation  of  them. 

WITH  regard  to  ENGAGEMENTS,  it  is  very 
well  known,  what  embarraflments,  jealoufies, 
and  quarrels,  have  arifen  fron  erroneous  ma- 
nagement in  that  moft  eflential  part  of  female 
•tranfa&ions,  the  paying  and  receiving  of  vifits. 
It  has  hitherto  been  ufual  to  truft  entirely  in 
this  point  to  the  care  of  an  illiterate  footman,  or 
heedlefs  porter,  who  is  to  take  account  of  all 
the  raps  at  the  door,  and  to  enter  the  names  of 
the  feveral  vifitants  in  a  regular  journal.  Hence 
it  frequently  happens,  that  the  bond  of  amity  is 
<Hfiblved,  and  perpetual  variance  created  between 
families,  by  the  miftake  or  forgetfulnefs  of  a 
fervant.  Lady  FORMAL  and  Mrs.  PRIM  were 
once  the  moft  intimate  females  living  :  they 
curtfied  to  one  another  regularly  at  church  and 
the  playhoufe,  talked  together  wherever  they 
met,  and  left  their  names  once  a  month  alter- 
nately at  each  other's  houfe  for  feveral  years; 
till  it  happened  that  Lady  FORMAL'S  Swifs  for- 
got to  fet  down  Mrs.  PRIM'S  laft  vifit  to  her 
ladyfhip;  which  occafions  them  now  to  flare  at 
one  another  like  perfect  Grangers,  while  each 
confiders  the  other  as  guilty  of  that  moft  atro- 
cious crime,  the  owing  a  vifit.  A  card  was 

fcnt 
-  3 
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lent  two  months  beforehand  to  invite  Mrs.  GAD- 
ABOUT to  a  rout;  but  by  the  negligence  of  the 
maid  it  unfortunately  mifcarried,  before  the  date 
of  it  was  ported  in  the  day-book,  and  confe- 
quently  fhe  was  prevented  from  going.  The 
affront  was  unpardonable  ;  her  abfence  rendered 
one  whift-table  ufelefs ;  the  neglect  was  told 
every  where;  and  the  innocent  Mrs.  GAD- 
ABOUT wonders  at  the  reafon  why  Ihe  is  fo  feU 
tlom  invited  as  a  party  in  card-aflemblies.  Thefe 
lamentable  miftakes  are,  therefore,  effectually 
guarded  againft  by  the  ufe  of  the  MEMORAN- 
DUM-BooK,  which  puts  it  in  every  lady's  power 
to  keep  a  more  exact  regifter  of  all  her  ENGAGE- 
MENTS, and  to  ftate  the  balance  of  vifits  fairly 
between  debtor  and  creditor. 

AND  as  there  is  certainly  no  virtue  more  ami- 
able, or  of  greater  emolument,  than  female 
ceconomy,  to  which,  nothing  contributes  more 
than  a  juft  knowledge  of  expences,  the  MEMO- 
RANDUM-BOOK has  alfo  wifely  provided  for 
this  ;  in  which,  under  the  article  of  EXPENCES, 
the  lady  may  fet  down  the  particular  fums  laid 
out  in  mafquerade  tickets,  fubfcription  con- 
certs, wax-lights  for  routs,  drums  or  hurri- 
canes, birth-day  fuits,  chair-hire,  and  the  like  : 
fhe  may  alfo  know  the  true  balance  between 
her  winnings  and  lofmgs,  and  make  a  due  re- 
giftry  of  her  debts  of  honour.  For  want  of  this 
K  3  method 
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method  many  widows  of  diftin&ion  have  im- 
perceptibly run  out  the  whole  income  of  their 
jointures  in  a  few  months,  and  been  forced  to 
retire  the  reft  of  the  year  into  country  lodgings; 
and  many  married  ladies  have  been  conftrained 
to  petition  the  brutes  their  hufbands  for  the  ad- 
vance of  a  quarter's  pin-money  to  fatisfy  the 
importunate  dunnings  of  a  needy  honourable 
gamefter. 

THE  blank  allotted  for  OCCASIONAL  ME- 
MORANDUMS may  be  filled  up  from  time  to  time 
with  the  lie  of  the  day,  topics  of  fcandal,  names 
and  abodes  of  milliners,  defcriptions  of  new 
iafhions,  and  a  hundred  other  circumftances  of 
equal  importance.  This  will  greatly  relieve  the 
memory,  and  furnifh  an  inexhaultible  ftore  of 
matter  for  polite  converfation. 

THERE  is  another  very  pleafmg  advantage 
arifmg  from  the  ufe  of  thefe  books,  as  we  are 
informed  by  one  of  the  compilers,  who  ac- 
quaints us,  that  "  if  preferved,  they  will  en- 
"  able  any  lady  to  tell  what  bufinefs  me  has 
••  tranfadted,  and  what  company  [me  has] 
**  been  in,  every  day,  during  any  period  of  her 
*'  life."  How  enchanting,  how  rapturous,  muft 
fuch  a  review  prove  to  thofe  who  make  a  figure 
in  the  polite  world  !  to  live  over  their  days 
again  !  to  recall  the  tranfporting  idea  of  maf- 
querades,  plays,  concerts,  cards,  and  drefs  !  to 

revivf 
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revive  loft  enjoyments,  and  in  imagination  to 
tread  over  again  the  delightful  round  of  part 
plcafures  ! 

I  WAS  led  to  the  confideration  of  this  fubjeft 
by  a  vifit  I  the  other  day  made  a  polite  lady, 
whom  I  found  earneftly  employed  in  writing. 
I  would  have  withdrawn  immediately ;  but  fhe 
told  me  fhe  was  only  entering  fome  particulars 
in  her  memorandum-book,  which  would  foon 
be  finifhed,  and  defircd  me  to  take  a  chair.  I 
cxprefled  fome  curiofity  to  know  her  method  ; 
\ipon  which  fhe  very  frankly  put  the  book  into 
my  hand,  bidding  me  perufe  it;  "  for,"  fays 
ihe,  "  I  do  nothing  that  I  need  be  afliamed 
*c  of."  As  fhe  was  foon  after  called  out  of  the 
room,  I  took  the  opportunity  of  tranfcribing 
her  firft  week's  account,  which  I  fhall  faithfully 
prefent  to  my  fair  readers,  as  a  farther  illuftra- 
tion  of  the  ufe  of  thefe  books,  and,  if  they 
pleafe,  as  a  pattern  for  their  practice. 


K  4  ENGAGE- 
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ENGAGEMENTS.          OCCASIONAL  MEMO- 
RANDUMS. 
January. 

City 


city  merchant. 


2.  TUESDAY.   In  the 


politenefs     in- 
tolerable !      Crammed 


j.  MONDAY.  To  call 
at  Deard's  in  the  morn- 
ing. To  dine  with  my  with  mince-pies,  and 
hufband's  uncle,  the  fatigued  with  compli- 
ments of  the  feafon  ! 
Play  at  Pope  Joan  for 
pence ;  O  the  crea- 
tures ! 

A  beautiful  new  French 
morning  with  the  Alifs  brocade  at  Silver- 
Flareits,  to  drive  to  tongue's  on  Ludgate- 
the  filk-mercers,  &c.  hill.  Mem.  To  teize 
At  night  to  go  to  the  my  hufband  to  buy  me 
Genii.  a  fuit  of  it.  Engaged 

the  (rage  -  box  for 
Woodward's  night. 

Mademoifelle  the  mil- 
liner tells  me  Lady  Z's 
in  the  ftraw,  and  Cap- 
tain X  is  fuppofed  to 
be  the  caufe  of  it- 
Told  it  as  a  great  fe- 
cret  at  Lady  F's,  the 
countefs  of  L's,  Mrs. 
R's,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

ENGAGE- 


3.  WEDNESDAY.  Ex- 
pect Mademoifclle  la 
Toure  to  try  on  my 
French  head.  In  the 
evening  to  pay  forty- 
three  vifits. 
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ENGAGEMENTS.          OCCASIONAL   MEMO- 


January. 

4.  THURSDAY.  My 
own  day  at  home.  To 
have  a  drum  major  and 
feventeen  card-tables. 


RANDUMS. 

Mifs  Sharp  is  a  greater 
cheat  than  her  mamma. 
Company  went  before 
five.  Stupid  creature 
Mrs.  Downright !  ne- 
ver to  have  read  Hoyle  ! 

5.  FRIDAY.  To  go  to  Lady  Nicknack  finely 
the  auction  with  Lady  taken  in.  The  whole, 
Nicknack.  To  dine  at  day  a  blank.  Head-ach. 
home  with  a  parcel  of  Could  not  drefs.  Went 
my  hufband's  city  re-  to  bed  horrid  foon ; 
—before  one.  Hufband 
crunk.  Lay  alone,  my 
maid  fat  by  me. 

My  left  temple  fingcd 
with  the  curling  iron. 
Several  fine  French 
drefies  at  court ;  but 
lady  Homebred's,  pal- 
try Englifh  !  Sir  John 
Dapperwit  whifpercd 
me,  that  Mifs  Bloom 
was  almoft  as  charm- 
ing as  myfelf.  She 
muft  paint  I  am  certain. 
ENGAGE- 


lations. 


6.  SATURDAY.  Mon- 
fieur  Le  Frife  all  the 
morning  to  drefs  my 
head.  At  night  (being 
Twelfth  -  night  )  at 
court.  To  dance,  if  I 
can,  with  the  handfome 
Bob  Brilliant. 
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ENGAGEMENTS. 

January. 

7.  SUNDAY.  If  I  rife 
foon  enough,  Saint 
James's  Church.  In 
the  afternoon  to  write 
a  defence  of  Hoyle  to 
Mifs  Petulant  at  Bath, 
who  has  controverted 
fome  of  his  principles. 
Lady  Brag's  in  the 
evening. 
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OCCASIONAL   MEMO- 
RANDUMS. 

Not  up  till  two.  Fi- 
nifhed  my  letter  at  fix, 
and  fent  John  exprefs 
with  it.  Bad  luck  at 
night.  Never  could  win 
on  Sundays.  Mifs  Se- 
rious, who  hates  cards, 
fays  it  is  a  judgment. 


Among  the  articles  under  EXPENCES  I  found 
the  following. 

January.  /.    s.    d* 

I.  Bought  at  Deard's,  a  bauble 
for  a  new  year's  gift  to  my  little 
godchild  —  —  —  5  5  o 

3.  To  Mrs.  La  Toure  in  part  of 
her  bill  •  •  31 

To  ditto  for  extraordinary  trouble     3 

5.  Bought  at  the  auction,  a  china 
lap  dog  -     4 

6.  Monfieur  le  Frife,  for  drefling 
my  head,  &c.  .  0 

7.  Loft  at  cards,  at  Lady  Brag's  47 


jo     o 
12     O 

90 

106 

5    o 

I  IN- 
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I  INTEND  in  a  future  paper  to  take  notice 
of  fome  other  advantages  to  be  drawn  from  fuch 
a  ufe  of  thefe  MEMORANDUM-BOOKS,  as  above 
ftated;  and  fhall  at  prefent  conclude  with  de- 
firing  my  female  readers  to  fupply  themfelves 
immediately,  and  to  fend  me  an  account  of  the 
ufe  they  make  of  them. 
A 


NUMB.  24.  SATURDAY,  January  27  r,  1753. 

Longa  mora  e/tt    quantum  noxts  Jit  ubique   re- 

pertum, 
Ennnxrare.——  OVID. 

The  various  ills  ordain'd  to  man  by  fate, 
Where'er  he  turns,  'tis  tedious  to  relate. 

To  the  ADVENTURER. 
S  I  R, 

YOU  have  lately  remarked,  that  the  feden- 
tary  and  reclufe,  thofe  who  have  not  ac- 
quired an  extenfive  and  experimental  knowledge 
of  mankind,   are  frequently  warmed  with  con- 
ceptions, which,  when  communicated,  arc  re- 
ceived with  the  moft  frigid  indifference.     As  I 
have  no  pretenfions  to  this  knowledge,  it  is  pro- 
K  6  bable, 
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bable,  that  the  fubjeft  of  my  letter,  though  it 
pleafed  me  in  the  fervour  of  my  imagination, 
may  yet  appear  to  others  trite  and  unimportant : 
to  your  judgment,  therefore,  I  appeal,  as  the 
fubftitute  of  the  public,  and  leave  you  to  deter- 
mine both  for  them  and  for  me. 

I  HAVE  a  fmall  eftate  in  a  remote  and  fe- 
queflered  part  of  the  kingdom,  upon  which  I 
have  conftantly  refided.  As  in  this  place  I  was 
not  feduced  to  entertainments  that  endangered 
either  my  virtue  or  my  fortune,  I  indulged  my 
inclination  to  books ;  and  by  reading  I  could 
always  prevent  folitude  from  becoming  irkfome. 
My  library  confifted  chiefly  of  books  of  enter- 
tainment, but  they  were  the  beft  of  their  kind  ; 
and,  therefore,  though  I  was  moft  delighted 
with  dramatic  writers,  I  had  no  plays  but 
Shakefpear's.  Shakefpear  was,  indeed,  my  fa- 
vourite author;  and  after  my  fancy  had  been 
bufied  in  attempting  to  realize  the  fcenes  that 
he  drew,  I  fometimes  regretted  the  labour,  and 
fometimes  repined  that  it  was  ineffectual.  I 
longed  to  fee  them  reprefented  on  a  theatre ;  and 
had  formed  romantick  ideas  of  the  force  they 
would  derive  from  proper  action,  habits  and 
machinery. 

THE  death  of  a  wealthy  relation  of  my  wife's, 
who  has  made  my  little  boy  his  heir,  called  me 
this  winter  to  London,  I  let  out  alone  :  and  as 

I  had 
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I  had  been  ufed  to  that  reciprocation  of  affection 
and  duty,  which  conftitutes  the  happinefs  of  a 
family  ;  as  we  all  met  together  in  the  evening, 
after  having  been  feparated  by  the  different  em- 
ployments of  the  day,  with  fmiles  of  compla- 
cency and  good-humour,  and  mutually  rejoiced 
in  the  fatisfa&ion  which  each  derived  from  the 
prefence  of  the  other  ;  I  found  myfelf,  after  my 
firft  day's  journey,  in  a  very  forlorn  and  com- 
fortlefs  fituation  at  an  inn.  My  evening  was 
pafTed  among  people,  with  whom  I  had  no  ten- 
der connexion  ;  and  when  I  went  to  bed,  I  re- 
flected, that  there  was  not  within  many  miles  a 
fingle  perfon,  who  cared  whether  I  ihould  be 
found  living  or  dead  in  the  morning. 

THE  melancholy  which  this  fituation,  and 
thefe  reflections,  however  whimfical,  brought 
upon  me,  increafed  as  my  home  became  more 
diftant.  But  the  moment  I  entered  London, 
fpeculation  was  at  an  end  j  the  innumerable  ob- 
jects which  rufhed  upon  my  fenfes  left  me 
power  only  to  hear  and  fee. 

WHEN  I  turned  into  the  inn-yard,  the  firft 
thing  that  caught  my  attention  was  a  large  fheet 
of  paper,  printed  in  characters  that  differed  not 
only  in  fize  but  colour,  fome  being  red  and 
others  black.  By  the  perufal  of  this  pompous 
page,  I  learned  that  a  comedy  and  a  pantomime 
were  to  be  performed  at  the  theatre  in  the 

evening. 
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evening.  It  was  now  two  o'clock  ;  and  I  re- 
folved  to  atone  for  the  want  of  enjoyments 
which  I  had  left  behind  me,  by  fecuring  what 
I  had  been  ufed  to  think  the  higheft  intellectual 
entertainment  which  art  could  furnifh  :  the  play 
was  not  indeed  a  tragedy,  nor  Shakefpear's  ;  but 
if  it  was  not  excellent,  it  was  new  to  me,  and 
therefore  equally  excited  my  curiofity.  As  foon 
as  I  had  taken  pofleflion  of  a  room,  and  fafely 
depofited  my  portmanteau,  I  communicated  my 
purpofe  to  my  hoft,  who  told  m«  I  could  not 
have  a  better  opportunity  ;  for  that  both  the 
play  and  entertainment  were  thought  by  the  beft 
judges  to  be  very  fine,  and  the  principal  parts 
were  to  be  performed  by  the  moft  celebrated 
actors  of  the  age.  My  imagination  was  fired 
with  this  accountj  and  being  told  that  the  houfe 
would  be  fo  foon  full,  that  to  fecure  a  good 
place  I  muft  be  there  by  four  o'clock  ;  I  haftily 
fwallowed  my  dinner,  and  getting  into  a  hack- 
ney-coach, was  driven  to  the  theatre,  and  by 
the  coachman  conducted  to  the  door  that  leads 
to  the  pit. 

AT  this  door  I  waited  near  half  an  hour  with 
the  utmoft  impatience ;  and  the  moment  it  was 
open  rufhed  in,  driven  forward  by  the  croud  that 
had  gathered  round  me.  Following  the  example 
of  others,  I  paid  my  three  (hillings,  and  en- 
tering the  pit  among  the  firft  that  gained  admit- 
tance^ 
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tance,  feated  myfelf  as  near  as  I  could  to  the 
center.  After  having  gazed  once  or  twice  round 
me  with  wonder  and  curiofity,  my  mind  was 
wholly  taken  up  in  the  anticipation  of  my  enter- 
tainment, which  did  not,  however,  much  alle- 
viate the  torments  of  delay.  At  length,  the 
ftage  was  illuminated,  the  laft  mufic  was  played, 
and  I  beheld  the  curtain  rife  with  an  emotion 
which,  perhaps,  was  little  inferior  to  that  of  a 
lover,  when  he  is  firft  admitted  to  the  prefence 
of  his  miftrefs. 

BUT  juft  at  this  moment  a  very  tall  man,  by 
the  contrivance  of  two  ladies,  who  had  kept  a 
feat  for  him  by  fpreading  their  hoops,  placed 
himfelf  fo  exactly  before  me,  that  his  head  in- 
tercepted great  part  of  the  ftage,  and  I  could 
now  fee  the  a&ors  no  lower  than  the  knee. 
This  incident,  after  all  my  care  and  folicitude 
to  fecure  an  advantageous  fituation,  was  ex- 
tremely vexatious  ;  my  attention  to  the  play  was 
for  fome  time  fufpended,  and  I  fuffered  much 
more  than  I  enjoyed  :  but  it  was  not  long  before 
the  fcenery  and  the  dialogue  wholly  poffefied  my 
mind ;  I  accommodated  myfelf  the  beft  I  could 
to  the  inconvenience  of  my  feat,  and  thought 
of  it  no  more.  The  firft  act,  as  it  was  little 
more  than  a  prelude  to  the  action,  pleafed  me 
rather  by  what  it  promifed,  than  by  what  it 
gave :  I  expe&ed  the  fequel  with  yet  more  ardour, 

and 


208  THE     ADVENTURER.         No.  2§f. 

and  fuffered  the  interval  with  all  the  fretfulnefs 
of  fufpended  curiofity.  The  fecond  act  gratified 
my  imagination  with  a  greater  variety  of  inci- 
dents j  but  they  were  fuch  as  had  a  direct  ten- 
dency to  render  appetite  too  ftrong  for  the  curb 
of  reafon  :  I  this  moment  rioted  in  the  luxurious 
banquet,  that  was  by  a  kind  of  enchantment 
placed  before  me ;  and  the  next  reflected  with  re- 
gret and  indignation  upon  thofe  arts,  under  the 
.influence  of  which  I  perceived  my  virtue  to  be 
enervated,  and  that  I  became  contemptible  even 
to  myfelf.  But  this  ftruggle  did  not  laft  long  : 
thefe  images,  which  could  not  be  feen  without 
danger,  were  ftill  multiplying  before  me  ;  my 
refiftance  grew  proportionably  more  languid ; 
and  at  length  I  indulged  every  fenfation,  with- 
out enquiring  whether  I  was  animated  to  the 
imitation  of  virtue,  or  feduced  by  the  blandifh- 
ments  of  vice. 

IN  the  third  act  I  was  become  acquainted  with 
the  characters,  which  the  author  intended  to 
exhibit  ;  and  difcerned  that,  tho'  fome  of  them 
were  fuftained  with  great  judgment  and  ad- 
drefs,  yet  others  were  miftaken  :  I  had  fr.il!  fome 
perfon  before  me,  whofe  manner  was  that  of  a 
player,  and  who,  when  I  had  been  introduced 
into  fcenes  of  real  life  by  the  fkill  of  another, 
immediately  brought  me  back  to  a  croud  and  a 
theatre :  I  found  that,  upon  the  whole,  I  was 

not 
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not  fo  conftantly  prefent  to  the  events  of  the 
drama,  as  if  I  had  read  them  filently  in  my  ftudy, 
though  fome  circumftances  might  be  more  forci- 
bly reprefented  :  but  thefe  critical  remarks,  as  they 
Icflened  my  pleafure,  I  refolved  to  remit.  In  the 
fourth  acl,  therefore,  I  endeavoured  to  fupply 
every  defect  of  the  performer  by  the  force  of  my 
own  fancy,  and  in  fome  degree  I  fucceeded  :  but 
my  pleafure  was  now  interrupted  by  another 
caufe  j  for  though  my  entertainment  had  not 
been  equal  to  my  expectation,  yet  I  now  began 
to  regret  that  it  was  almoft  at  an  end,  and  ear- 
neftly  wiflied  that  it  was  again  to  begin.  In  the 
fifth  act,  curiofity  was  no  longer  excited  ;  I  had 
difcovered  in  what  events  the  action  would  ter- 
minate, and  what  was  to  be  the  fate  of  the  per- 
fons' :  nothing  remained  but  the  forms  neceflary 
to  the  conclufion  of  the  play  j  the  marriage  of 
lovers,  their  reconciliation  with  offended  pa- 
rents, and  the  fudden  reformation  of  a  rake, 
who  had,  through  the  whole  reprefentation, 
been  employed  to  produce  incidents  which  might 
render  his  vices  contagious,  and  to  difplay  qua- 
lities that  might  fave  them  from  contempt. 
But  though  the  laft  act  was  thus  rendered  infi- 
pid,  yet  I  was  forry  when  it  was  over :  I  re- 
fleitcd  with  a  figh,  that  the  time  was  at  hand, 
in  which  I  mutt  return  to  the  comfortlefs  folitude 
of  my  inn. 

BUT 
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BUT  this  thought,  however  mortifying,  was 
tranfient  j  I  pleafed  myfelf  with  the  expectation 
of  the  pantomime,  an  entertainment  of  which 
I  had  no  conception,  and  of  which  I  had  heard 
the  higheft  encomium  from  thofe  about  me  :  I, 
therefore,  once  more  fat  down  upon  the  rifmg  of 
the  curtain,  with  an  attention  to  the  ftage  which 
nothing  could  divert.  I  gazed  at  the  prodigies 
which  were  every  moment  produced  before  me 
with  aftonifhment ;  I  was  bewildered  in  the  in- 
tricacies of  enchantment  j  I  faw  woods,,  rivers, 
and  mountains,,  alternately  appear,  and  vaniih  ; 
but  I  knew  not  in  what  caufe,  or  to  what  end. 
The  entertainment  was  not  adapted  to  my  un- 
derftanding,  but  to  my  fenfes  j  and  my  fenfes 
Were  indeed  captivated  with  every  object  of  de- 
light ;  in  particular,  the  drefs  of  the  women 
difcovered  beauties  which  I  could  not  behold 
without  confufion  j  the  wanton  carefles  which 
they  received  and  returned,  the  defire  that  lan- 
guifhed  in  their  eyes,  the  kifs  fnatched  with  eager- 
nefs,  and  the  embrace  prolonged  with  reciprocal 
delight,  filled  my  breaft  with  tumultuous  wifhes, 
which,  though  I  feared  to  gratify,  I  did  not  wifh 
to  fupprefs.  Befides  all  thefe  incentives  to  diflb- 
lute  pleafure,  there  was  the  dance,  which  in- 
dulged the  fpectators  with  a  view  of  almoft  every 
ycharm  that  apparel  was  intended  to  conceal  j  but 
of  the  pleafure  of  this  indulgence  I  was  deprived 

by 
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by  the  head  of  the  tall  man  who  fat  before  me, 
and  I  fufiered  again  all  the  vexation  which  had 
interrupted  my  attention  to  the  firft  act  of  the 
play.  But  before  the  laft  fcene,  my  mind  had 
been  fo  violently  agitated,  and  the  inconveniencies 
of  fo  long  a  confinement,  in  a  multitude,  were  be- 
come fo  fenfible,  I  was  fo  much  opprefled  with 
heat,  and  offended  with  the  fmell  of  the  candles 
that  were  either  burning  in  the  fockets  or  ex- 
piring in  fmoke,  that  I  grew  weary  of  my  fitua- 
tion  j  my  faculties  were  fufpended  as  in  a  dream, 
and  I  continued  to  fit  motionlefs,  with  my  eyes 
fixed  upon  the  curtain,  fome  moments  after  it  fell. 
When  I  was  rouzed  from  my  reverie,  I  found 
myfelf  almoft  alone  j  my  attachment  to  the  place 
was  diflblved,  the  company  that  had  furrounded 
me  were  gone  out,  and,  without  reflecting  whi- 
ther I  was  to  go,  I  wifhed  to  follow  them. 

WHEN  I  was  returned  to  the  inn,  and  had 
locked  myfelf  into  my  room,  I  endeavoured  to 
recover  that  pleafing  tranquillity  in  which  I  had 
been  ufed  to  refign  myfelf  to  fleep,  and  which  I 
now  regretted  to  have  once  changed  for  tumult 
and  difilpation  :  of  my  theatrical  adventure  I  re- 
membered no  incident  with  pleafure,  but  that 
which  when  it  happened  I  regarded  as  a  misfor- 
tune, the  ftature  of  the  perfon  who  fat  before 
me,  which  intercepted  the  more  grofs  indecencies, 
and  defended  me  from  their  influence.  This 

reflexion 
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reflection  immediately  opened  a  new  vein  of 
thought ;  I  confidered  the  evening  which  I  had 
juft  fpent  as  an  epitome  of  life,  and  the  ftage  as 
an  emblem  of  the  world. 

THE  youth  is  all  ardour  and  expectation  ;  he 
looks  around  with  wonder  and  curiofity,  and  he 
is  impatient  for  the  time  in  which  the  world  is 
to  be  thrown  open  before  him.  This  time  ar- 
rives ;  but  he  finds  fome  unexpected  obftacle  to 
enjoyment,  and  in  the  firft  act  of  life  he  difco- 
vers,  that  his  hopes  are  rather  transferred  to 
more  diftant  objects,  than  fulfilled  by  thofe  which 
are  prefent.  As  he  proceeds,  the  fcene  grows 
more  bufy,  and  his  attachments  to  life  increafe 
in  number  and  in  ftrength  :  he  is  now  feduccd 
by  temptation  ;  and  the  moment  its  influence  is 
fufpended,  and  the  pleafure  which  it  promifed  is 
at  an  end,  he  abhors  it  as  debafing  his  nature, 
difappointing  his  higheft  hopes,  and  betraying 
him  to  remorfe  and  regret. 

THIS  is  the  crifis  of  life,  the  period  upon 
which  immortality  depends.  Some  continue  the 
conteft,  and  become  more  than  conquerors  :  they 
reflect,  with  gratitude  to  PROVIDENCE,  upon 
circumftances  which  intercepted  temptations  by 
adverfity,.and  perceive  that  they  owe  their  fafety 
to  incidents  which  they  laboured  to  prevent. 
Others  abandon  themfelves  to  fenfuality  ;  and, 
affecting  to  believe  all  things  uncertain,  eagerly 

catch 
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catch  at  whatever  is  offered  by  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, as  the  whole  of  their  portion :  but  at 
length  novelty,  that  mighty  charm,  that  beauty 
of  perpetual  influence,  novelty  is  no  more  !  every 
object  that  gave  delight  is  become  familiar;  and 
is  therefore  beheld,  not  with  defire  but  with 
difguft. 

THUS  life  at  length  almoft  ceafes  to  be  a  po- 
fitive  good  ;  and  men  would  fcarce  defire  to  live, 
but  that  they  fear  to  die.  Yet  the  fame  enjoy- 
ments which  are  defpifed,  are  alfo  regretted;  in 
time  they  are  remembered  without  the  circum- 
ftances  that  diminifhed  their  value;  and  the 
wretch  who  has  furvived  them,  wifhes  that  they 
would  return.  Life,  from  this  period,  is  more 
wearifome  in  proportion  as  it  is  prolonged ;  no- 
thing is  expected  with  ardour,  becaufe  age  has 
been  too  often  cheated  to  truft  to  the  promifes  of 
time,  and  becaufe  to-day  has  anticipated  the  en- 
joyment of  to-morrow.  The  play  is  now  over, 
the  powers  of  the  mind  are  exhaufted,  and  in- 
tellectual pleafure  and  pain  are  almoft  at  an  end. 
The  laft  ftage,  the  ftage  of  dotage  remains,  and 
this  is  the  pantomime  of  life ;  the  images  are 
new  onl  *  in  proportion  as  they  are  extravagant, 
and  plcafe  only  becaufe  the  imagination  is  dif- 
tempered  or  infirm  :  but  the  fenfibility  of  cor- 
poral mifery  remains  ;  infirmities  multiply  5  the 
hours  of  pain  and  imbecillity  pafs  in  anguifh  which 
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none  can  alleviate,  and  in  fretfulnefs  which  none 
regard  :  the  palfied  dotard  looks  round  with  im- 
potent folicitude;  he  perceives  himfelf  to  be 
alone,  he  has  furvived  his  friends,  and  he  wifh.es- 
to  follow  them ;  his  wifh  is  fulfilled,  he  drops 
torpid  and  infenfible  into  that  gulph  which  is 
deeper  than  the  grave,  and  it  clofes  over  him  for 
ever.  From  this  dreadful  picture  I  ftarted  with 
terror  and  amazement :  it  vaniftied  j  and  I  was 
immediately  relieved  by  reflecting  that  life  and 
the  joys  of  life  were  ftill  before  me  j  that  I  fhould 
foon  return  to  my  paternal  inheritance  ;  that  my 
evenings  would  no  more  be  paffed  in  tumult,  and 
«nd  in  fatiety ;  but  that  they  would  clofe  upon 
fcenes  of  domeftic  felicity,  felicity  which  is  pure 
and  rational,  and  which  is  ftill  heightened  by  the 
hope  that  it  will  be  repeated  to-morrow.  And 
is  not  the  human  mind  a  STRANGER  and  a  So- 
JOURNER  upon  earth  ?  has  it  not  an  inheritance 
in  a  BETTER  COUNTRY  that  is  incorruptible 
and  undefiled  ?  an  inheritance  to  which  all  may 
return,  who  are  not  fo  foolifli  as,  after  perpetual 
difappointment  in  the  fearch  of  pleafure  which 
they  never  found,  ftill  to  continue  the  purfuit 
till  every  hope  is  precluded,  and  life  terminates 
either  in  the  ftupor  of  infeafibility,  or  the  agonies 
of  defpair. 


NUMB. 


No.  25.         THE     ADVENTURER.  215 

NUMB.  25.  TUESDAY,  January  30,  1753. 

Sic  vifum  Veneri^  cut  placet  imparts 
Forma s  atque  animos  fub  juga  ahenea 

Savo  mitt  ere  cum  joco.  HOR. 

In  brazen  yokes  thus  Venus  binds 

Ill-coupled  forms  and  jarring  minds, 

And  gaily  cruel  joys  to  fee 

The  reftlefs  lovers  difagree.  LOGIE. 

To  the  ADVENTURER. 
S  I  R, 

THERE  are  fome  fubjects  upon  which  a 
man  is  better  qualified  to  write,  by  having 
lived  in  the  world  than  in  a  ftudy ;  and  many  of 
thefe  are  of  the  higheft  importance.  Of  the  in- 
felicities of  matrimony  I  have  been  often  a  fpec- 
tator;  and  of  fome  of  them  I  think  I  have  dif- 
covered  the  caufe,  though  I  have  never  entered 
into  a  philofophical  inquiry  concerning  the  na- 
ture of  the  paflions,  or  the  power  of  reafon. 
The  fails  from  which  I  have  derived  my  know- 
ledge, I  {hall  ftate  with  as  much  perfpicuity  as  I 
can,  and  leave  others  to  make  what  inferences 
they  pleafe. 

FLIPPANT  A,  a  young  coquet,  whofe  love  of  the 
faftiionable  follies  was  perpetually  difappointed  by 
the  fevere  authority  of  a  father,  threw  herfelf 

into 
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into  the  arms  of  a  lover  of  fixtyrfour ;  believing 
that  fhe  could  with  eafc  impofe  upon  the  fondnefs 
of  dotage,  that  youth  and  beauty  would  render 
her  power  abfolute  and  unlimited,  and  that  flic 
would  therefore  be  no  longer  the  flave  of  formality 
and  caprice.  FJLIPPANTA  was,  however,  difap- 
pointed  ;  and  in  a  very  few  weeks  difcovered 
that  the  oeconomy  of  a  father  was  now  compli- 
cated with  the  jealoufy  of  a  hufband.j  that  he  was 
fretful,  felfifh,  and  difeafed,  and  expected  lefs 
from  her  as  a  wife,  than  a  nurfe.  Infirmities 
.which  (he  had  never  felt,  fhe  knew  not  how  to 
pity  :  he  exerted  his  authority,  in  proportion  as 
he  difcovered  her  want  of  tendernefs;  and  their 
mifery  is  alleviated  only  by  the  hope  of  furviving 
each  other;  in  which,  it  muft  be  confefled,  the 
lady  has  greatly  *ne  advantage. 

SOPHRON,  by  his  infmuating  eloquence,  pre- 
vailed on  the  mother  of  MODESTA,  to  devote 
her  as  a  facrifice  to  learned  importance.  Love 
is  beneath  the  dignity  of  grey-headed  wifdom  ; 
they  have  therefore  feparate  beds  ;  while  the  un- 
happy vidlim  repines  in  public,  under  the  pomp 
of  ornaments  with  which  fhe  is  decorated,  to 
flatter  the  pride  and  proclaim  the  triumph  of  her 
lord  and  matter. 

SENILIS,  to  keep  up  the  family  name,  married 
a  young  girl  of  a  ruddy  complexion,  and  a  cheer- 
ful temper.  He  is  fond  of  her  to  diftracTlon  ; 

lut 


No.  25.         THE      ADVENTURER.  217 

but  at  the  fame  time  fo  intolerably  jealous,  that 
he  queftions  whether  the  boy,  who  has  fulfilled 
the  hope  with  which  he  married,  is  his  own. 

URBANA  was  contra&ed  to  RUSTICUS  by  the 
contrivance  of  their  parents,  that  their  family 
interefts,  together  with  their  eftates,  might  be 
united.  She  had  all  the  paffions  of  a  thorough- 
bred town  lady  ;  he  the  indifference  of  a  down- 
right country  'fquire  ;  they  therefore  never  met 
without  mutual  upbraidings,  in  which  fhe  was 
accufed  of  extravagance,  and  he  of  brutality. 
At  length  they  agreed  in  this  one  point,  a  fepa- 
rate  maintenance. 

PERVICAX  and  TETRICA  have  during  twenty 
years  been  continually  thwarting  each  other.  As 
the  hufband  is  hafty,  pofitive,  and  overbearing  ; 
the  wife  is  whimfical,  vain,  and  peevifh.  They 
can  never  agree  whether  their  mutton  fhall  be 
boiled  or  roafted  ;  and  the  words  ninny-hammer, 
noodle,  and  numfcull,  are  frequently  bandied  to 
and  fro  betwixt  them.  Their  very  fervants  are 
encouraged  in  impertinence,  and  their  children 
protected  in  disobedience ;  becaufe,  as  one  chides, 
the  other  is  fure  always  to  excufe  or  defend. 

MERCATOR  was  defwous  of  ennobling  the 
blood  of  his  pofterity,  and  therefore  married  a 
fine  lady  from  the  court  end  of  the  town.  He 
had  been  brought  up  in  the  arts  of  amafling  mo- 
ney, fhe  in  contriving  new  methods  to  fquander 

VOL.  I.  L  it; 


2lS  THE      ADVENTURER.         No.  2$* 

it;  he  had  been  accuftomcd  to  a  fettled  uniform 
practice  of  bufmefs,  fhe  to  an  irregular  reftlefs 
courfe  of  pleafure.  It  was  impoflible  to  recon- 
cile their  different  h-abits  of  life;  they  therefore 
judged  it  beft  for  their  mutual  quiet,  that  each 
fhould  purfue  their  favourite  fchcmes  without  mo- 
leftation.  Confequently,  while  the  good -man  is 
intent  upon  bargains  at  'Change,  (he  is  (lumber- 
ing in  bed  ;  when  the  family  are  at  dinner,  {he 
is  drinking  her  chocolate;  and  while  he  is  ad- 
jufting  his  accompt-books,  fhe  is  difcharging  her 
vifiting  debts.  He  is  often  reeling  home  from 
the  club,  when  his  wife  is  fet  down  to  a  whift- 
table,  or  dreffing  for  the  ridotto;  and  juft  as  the 
clerks  are  entering  upon  bufmefs  in  the  compt- 
ing-houfe,  fhe  is  perhaps  retiring  to  reft.  Thus 
do  they  live  as  far  afunder  as  perfons  in  the  dif- 
ferent antipodes  :  while  my  lady  is  the  aftonifh- 
ment  of  the  grave  Aldermen  at  their  city  balls  ; 
and  MERCATOR  is  allowed  to  be  a  quiet,  inof- 
fenfive,  good-natured  kind  of  beaft,  among  ma- 
dam's acquaintance. 

URANIA  married  a  man  who  was  deemed  a 
wit  and  a  fcholar,  becaufe,  as  fhe  valued  herfelf 
upon  thefe  qualities,  fhe  was  not  willing  they 
fhould  be  overlooked.  Between  URANIA  and 
her  hufband,  there  was  a  perpetual  conteft  for 
fuperiority;  they  regarded  each  other  with  all 
the  malignity  of  rivals ;  every  converfation  ter- 
minated 
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minated  in  a  debate,  and  every  debate  in  con- 
temptuous infult,  fullennefs,  or  rage.  But  if 
(he  had  married  a  perfon,  whofe  chief  ambition 
was  not  literary  excellence,  he  might  have  ad- 
mired her  qualities,  and  ftie  might  have  ap- 
proved of  his ;  there  would  have  been  a  mutual 
deference  paid  to  each  other,  and  their  life 
would  not  only  have  been  peaceful  but  happy. 

THEOPHILA,  who,  for  the  pra6r.ice  of  that 
virtue  which  is  fublimed  by  religion,  had  been 
called  the  devotee,  obviated  the  fcruple  which 
her  own  mind  fuggefted  againft  marrying  a  free- 
thinker for  whom  fhe  could  not  fupprefs  her  in- 
clination, by  flattering  herfelf  that  fhe  mould  be 
able  to  convert  him.  Accordingly,  fhe  at  firft 
expoflulated,  then  reafoned,  and  at  length  up- 
braided ;  but  without  producing  any  other  eftects 
than  altercations,  coldnefs,  and  averfion.  As 
his  home  became  irkfome,  and  he  had  no  fteady 
principles  of  virtue,  he  took  to  drinking  :  and 
now,  while  he  is  curfing  the  hypocrify  of  prudes 
over  his  bottle,  fhe  is  weeping  in  her  clofet,  re- 
gretting the  folly  of  her  prefuinption,  and  dread- 
ing the  brutality  of  drunkennefs. 

THE  blind  wonder-working  boy,  who  re- 
conciles contradictions,  and  even  breaks  down 
the  mounds  of  party,  brought  a  couple  of  fond 
creatures  fecretly  together,  at  a  time  when 
their  parents  were  irreconcileably  divided  about 
L  2  tho 
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the  names  WHIG  and  TORY.  The  mift  of 
love,  which  before  blinded  their  underftandings, 
fcas  been  long  difiipated ;  and  they  are  perpe- 
tually ripping  up  the  d indentions  of  their  grand- 
fathers, and  difcufling  the  propriety  of  the  word 
ABDICATION.  The  wife  looks  upon  her  huf- 
band  as  a  mean-fpirited  time-ferver ;  and  he 
often  rails  at  her,  for  teaching  her  children  to 
lifp  treafon,  and  bringing  them  up  with  a  bias 
to  popery  and  arbitrary  power. 

DEBORAH  was  advanced  from  the  kitchen 
to  the  parlour,  by  the  unreftrained  paflion  of 
her  inconfiderate  mafter  :  but  fhe  was  only  ex- 
alted to  a  more  fplendid  fervitude,  and  condemn- 
ed to  drudge  all  her  life  in  the  double  capacity 
of  wife  and  maid. 

LASCIVIA,  to  fecure  herfelf  a  pretence  for 
indulging  a  fcandalous  licentioufnefs,  ran  away 
with  her  father's  footman.  She  had  been  forced, 
at  the  expence  of  a  confiderable  annuity,  and 
the  reverfion  of  her  eftate  after  death,  to  lay  him 
under  articles  never  to  come  near  her  while  (he 
is  living. 

PARCUS,  a  city  plumb,  from  a  principle  of 
frugality,  took  unto  himfelf  a  plain  neighbour's 
daughter  without  a  penny  j  as  he  thought  it 
would  be  cheaper  than  to  efpoufe  a  fine  courtly 
lady,  though  with  a  mint  of  money.  Tis  true 
fhe  cofts  him  but  a  trifle  in  clothes  ;  Ihe  has  no 

iafte 
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tafte  for  nicknacks,  and  kickfhaws,  and  whim- 
whams  j  (he  hates  company,  and  never  touches 
a  card ;  but  then  {he  is  always  fending  hot 
plates  of  meat  to  one  neighbour  who  is  ftck  ; 
bottles  of  wine  to  another  who  lies-in;  and 
gives  away  every  week  fuch  a  load  of  broken 
victuals,  bread,  butter,  cheefe,.  coals,  candles, 
and  fmall  beer,  that  the  expences  of  houle- 
keeping  would  almoft  ruin  a  Lord  Mayor.  She 
is,  befides,  eternally  teizing  him  to  bind  art 
uncle's  fon,  'prentice,  to  fet  up  a  fifth  coufm, 
to  fit  out  an  old  acquaintance's  child  to  fea,  or 
to  buy  clothes  for  another;  and  PARCUS  com- 
plains, that  he  is  eat  out  of  houfe  and  home,  by 
the  daily  vifits  of  his  wife's  poor  relations. 

PRAY,  Mr.  ADVENTURER,  do  not  thefe  in- 
felicities arife  principally  from  an  injudicious 
choice,  r-ather  than  from  the  vices  and  follies  of 
the  parties  ?  Will  you,  who  are  a  philofopher, 
give  us  a  proper  lecture  upon  thefe  facts,  or  de- 
monftrate,  a  priori^  how  mifery  may  be  avoided 
in  that  ftate,  which  is  generally  agreed  to  be 
capable  of  more  happinefs  than  any  other  ? 

A  I  am,  SIR, 

Your  humble  Servant, 
JOHN  TOWNLEY. 

L  3  NUMB, 
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NUMS.  26.    SATURDAY,  February  3,  1753. 

Eft  ardelionum  quesdam  Romts  naiii? 

Gratis  anhslans  • PHJEDRUS. 

Through  all  the  town  the  bufy  triflers  fvvarm> 
Fix'd  without  proof,  and  without  int'reft  warm. 

To  the  ADVENTURER. 
S  I  R, 

THE  character  which  you  have  affumed,  en- 
courages me  to  hope,  that  you  will  not 
be  deterred  either  by  toil  or  danger,  from  en- 
tering the  lifts  as  the  champion  of  diftrefled 
beauty.  That  the  fufferers  may  poflibly  be  un- 
known, and  the  fcene  of  adtion  is  remote,  are 
circumftances  of  no  moment  ;  for  neither  feas 
nor  deferts  are  infuperable  to  perfeverance  and 
vaiour;  and  the  hero's  country  is  circumfcribed 
only  by  the  limits  of  the  world.  Nothing  more, 
therefore,  is  necefiary,  than  to  acquaint  you 
\vith  the  wrong  which  you  are  to  redrefs,  and 
the  offender  whom  you  are  to  punifli. 

Two  virgin  PRINCESSES,  the  daughters  of  a 
mighty  monarch,  who  in  the  pompous  language 
of  the  eafl  is  ftiled  LORD  OF  THE  WHOLE  « 
-EARTH,  difcovered,  while  they  were  yet  very 
young,  fomething  fmgular  in  their  ^natural  tem- 
per and  difpofition.  One  of  them  was  remark^ 

afefe 
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able  for  cheerfulnefs,  which  was  not,  however, 
fo  much  excited  by  external  objects,  as  by  fcenes 
of  pleafantry  with  which  ihe  was  continually  en- 
tertained by  the  ftrength  of  her  own  ima- 
gination :  her  countenance  was  dimpled  with 
perpetual  fmiles ;  and  her  eyes,  yet  more  ex- 
preffive,  feemed  to  fparkle  with  laughter.  The 
deportment  of  the  other  was  folemn,  and  her 
walk  majeftic:  her  eyes  looked  equally  piercing, 
but  lefs  active ;  they  appeared  not  often  to 
change,  but  long  to  contemplate  their  object  : 
(he  delighted  equally  in  the  pleafures  of  ima- 
gination, but  they  were  of  a  different  kind  ;  her 
fancy  did  not  form  objects  of  ridicule,  but  of 
pity;  and  fhe  would  imagine  herfelf  leaning  her 
whole  weight  on  a  fhrub  that  projected  from 
the  brow  of  a  precipice,  till  it  gave  way,  and 
ihe  ftarted  with  horror  at  the  danger,  merely 
that  flic  might  fuddenly  reflect  upon  her  fcfltv, 
and  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  awaking  from  a  terri- 
fying dream. 

As  thefe  were  enjoyments  that  promifcuous 
company  rather  interrupted  than  improved,  botU 
thefe  ladies,  however  different  in  other  refpecls, 
agreed  in  the  love  of  folitude  j  and  having  ob- 
tained the  confent  of  their  father,  they  retired  to 
a  rural  fituation,  which  was  healthful,  pleafant, 
and  romantic.  It  was  the  fummit  of  a  high 
hill,  which  was  watered  by  a  fine  ipring  :  from 
L  4  hence 
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hence  they  had  an  unbounded  profpedt ;  and 
the  air  on  this  fpot  is  faid  to  have  a  peculiar 
quality,  that  excites  pleafing  dreams,  imprefles 
new  ideas  upon  the  mind,  and  illuminates  with 
intuitive  knowledge.  The  ladies  were  here  vi- 
lited  by  their  SISTERS,  and  a  young  PRINCE  of 
extraordinary  beauty,  who  was  celebrated  for 
his  (kill  in  all  fcience,  but  chiefly  in  mufic  and 
poetry.  The  enjoyment  of  wit,  literature,  and 
harmony,  excluded  from  this  felect  fociety  every 
tlefire  that  contaminates  the  mind  of  idlenefs, 
and  degrades  reafon  by  brutal  fenfuality  :  the 
PRINCE  was  received  by  the  royal  virgins,  not 
as  a  lover  but  a  friend ;  and  he  vifited  them, 
not  as  beauties  but  as  wits. 

THE  place  of  their  retreat  was  foon  known, 
and  their  prefence  rendered  it  illuftrious.  Here 
they  received  the  cheerful  homage  of  voluntary 
fubje<ftion ;  and  from  hence  they  diffufed  an  in- 
fluence, which  not  only  polifhed  but  ennobled 
mankind.  Such  would  long  have  been  their  fe- 
licity and  glory;  but  the  grim  tyrant  of  a  nor- 
thern climate,  a  region  of  cold  and  darknefs,  at 
the  head  of  a  numerous  band  of  defperate  fa- 
vages,  fuddenly  invaded  the  country.  No  force 
was  found  fufficient  to  oppofe  thofe  who  had 
been  driven  forward  by  famine  ;  the  fury  of  hun- 
ger and  rapine  was  irrefiftible;  the  PRINCESSES 
£ed  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  and  the  Bar- 
barians, 
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barians,  who  regarded  every  thing  with  malig- 
nity by  which  they  were  excelled,  razed  the  pa- 
lace fo  completely  that  fcarcc  a  veftige  appeared, 
and  obliterated  all  traces  of  the  royal  influence 
wherever  they  were  difcovered. 

THE  PRINCESSES  directed  their  courfe  weft- 
ward  ;  and  after  having  long  wandered  from 
place  to  place,  and  pafTed  through  great  varie- 
ties of  fortune,  they  at  laft  took  refuge  in  a  fmall 
ifland,  which  was  governed  by  a  prince  whofe 
confort  was  their  half  fifter,  being  the  daughter 
of  their  father,  though  by  another  wife.  The 
prince  received  them  with  peculiar  marks  of  dif- 
tindtion,  and  appointed  a  great  officer,  one  of  the 
principal  lords  of  his  court,  to  fuperintend  the 
meafures  that  were  immediately  taken  for  their 
accommodation.  Two  fumptuous  palaces  were 
foon  prepared  for  their  refidence,  and  their 
houfohold  was  immediately  fettled  :  they  were 
frequently  vifited  by  the  king;  the  queen  often 
declared  that  flie  Confidered  them  as  being  more 
particularly  under  her  patronage;  they  quickly 
became  extremely  popular,  and  were  fcarce  lefs 
happy  there  than  upon  their  favourite  hill.  As 
they  greatly  excelled  in  all  the  arts  of  converfa- 
tion,  as  their  eloquence  could  always  com- 
mand the  pafiions,  and  their  knowledge  improve 
the  underftanding,  every  one  was  felicitous  to 
be  admitted  to  their  prefence  j  und  that  they 
L  5  might 
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might  gratify  a  people,  among  whom  they  had 
received  fo  many  favours,  they  refolved  to  have 
a  certain  number  of  public  days,  on  which  every 
one  fhould  be  admitted  without  fcruple. 

BUT  that  all  their  conveniencies  and  fplendor 
might  be  procured,  tho*  at  a  great  expence,  yet 
without  impofmg  a  general  tax  or  burthening 
the  Public,  it  was  contrived  that  the  fervants  of 
the  PRINCESSES  fhould  be  paid  by  their  vails; 
and,  that  the  reward  of  their  labour  might  not 
depend  wholly  upon  caprice,  it  was  ordered, 
that  thofe  who  attended  the  PRINCESSES  only 
on  public  days,  and  did  not  pretend  to  have 
a  right  to  vifit  by  their  intimacy  or  ftation, 
fhould  receive  a  ticket,  for  which  they  fhould 
pay  a  certain  fee  to  the  porter. 

THERE  is  in  this  ifland,  a  certain  perfon, 
faid  to  be  defcended  from  a  race  of  giants  that 
were  its  original  inhabitants,  who  has  fuch 
power  and  influence,  tho'  he  has  often  been  fuf- 
pe&ed  to  be  mad,  that  the  king  himfelf  treats 
him  with  great  deference.  In  the  height  of  his 
phrenzy  he  has  boafted,  that  his  voice  is  the 
voice  of  GOD,  and  that  all  the  foveremi 
princes  in  the  world  are  his  vicegerents.  Of 
this  perfon  every  one  ftands  in  awe;  the  queen 
is  his  principal  favourite ;  and  for  her  fake  he  is 
well  affected  to  the  king,  whom  he  has  often 
defended,  when  every  other  power  would  have 
3  been 
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been  ineffectual.  He  has  a  natural  fon  who 
pofTeflcs  all  his  ill  qualities,  but  of  his  virtues  is 
wholly  deftitute ;  he  affumes  the  name,  the  de- 
portment, and  the  ftile  of  his  father,  whofe 
fondnefs  has  encouraged  him  to  commit  many 
enormities,  from  which  he  would  have  been 
otherwife  deterred. 

THIS  perfon,  of  whom  every  body  is  afraid, 
not  only  becaufe  his  own  power  is  very  great, 
but  becaufe  to  reprefs  his  infolence  might  give 
offence  to  his  father,  comes  frequently  to  the  pa- 
Jaces  of  the  PRINCESSES,  and  makes  no  fcruple 
to  purchafe  a  ticket  with  the  cuflomary  fee  :  but 
he  is  fubje^t  to  fits  of  fudden  and  outrageous 
frenzy  ;  in  which  he  pretends,  that  the  fervants 
of  the  PROCESSES  become  his  own,  by  re- 
ceiving his  fee  for  admittance  to  their  prelence; 
and  he  treats  them  with  the  cruel  infolence  of 
a  capricious  tyrant,  and  introduces  the  wildeft  tu- 
mult and  confufion.  The  reft  of  the  company 
are  terrified  and  difappointed;  he  perceives  it, 
and  compels  them  to  depart :  nay,  he  has 
fometimes  offered  violence  to  the  ladies  thcm- 
felves  ;  he  has,  either  by  menaces  or  by  bribery, 
gained  fome  of  their  fervants  over  to  his  own  in- 
tereft;  and,  to  gratify  an  unaccountable  humour, 
he  has  prevailed  upon  them  to  admit  a  kind  of 
Necromancer,  with  whofe  feats  he  is  greatly 
delighted,  into  the  public  room,  where  innu- 
L  6  merable 
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merable  effedts  of  his  art  are  exhibited  :  and  it 
is  faid,  that  by  the  fame  influence,  one  of  the 
palaces  has  been  made  a  receptacle  for  wild 
beafts ;  and  that  all  the  gambols  of  folly  have 
been  played  in  a  place,  that  was  intended  for 
the  afylum  of  beauty  and  wit,  and  for  the  fchool 
not  only  of  wifdom  but  of  virtue. 

WITH  the  author  of  this  confufion  the  AD- 
VENTURER is  requeued  to  engage;  and  if  his 
zeal  and  his  abilities  are  equal  to  his  boaft,  he 
is  expected  immediately  to  declare  himielf  the 
champion  of  the  PRINCESSES,  by  publifhing  his 
defiance  to  the  following  efFecl:: 

*'  THAT  the  PRINCESSES  alone  have  a 
"  right  to  the  palaces,  which  have  been  al- 
*'  lotted  to  them  by  the  munificence  of  the 
"  fovereign  of  the  ifland  j  that  their  fervants  are 
"  accountable  only  to  them,  to  the  fovereign, 
"  or  to  the  lord  whom  he  has  appointed  to 
"  fuperintend  the  houfehold;  that  every  man 
"  is  at  liberty  to  be  abfent,  who  thinks  the 
**  entertainment  not  worthy  of  his  attendance, 
*'  or  the  fee  for  his  admittance  too  exor- 
"  bitant;  but  that  no  man  has  a  right  to 
f<  difturb,  to  terrify,  or  to  difappoint  an 
'*  affembly,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  the 
"  immediate  prefence  of  the  fovereign,  to 
"  whom  they  owe  allegiance :  and  I  challenge 
5  "  to 
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"  to    fingle  combat,    whoever  fhall  affirm  the 
"  contrary." 

I   am,    SIR, 

Your's,  &c. 

FLAVILLA,  a  lady  who  fometimes  honours 
me  with  a  vifit,  was  prefent  when  I  received 
this  letter.  FLAVILLA,  though,  flie  has  all  the 
fprightlinefs  of  a  coquet,  has  been  a  great  reader, 
and  is  not  behind  thofe  who  difcovered  apoliti- 
cal fatire  under  the  Rape  of  a  Lock,  in  refolving 
a  riddle  or  penetrating  an  allegory.  I  put  the 
letter  into  her  hand,  and  threw  myfelf  back  in 
my  eafy  chair  with  an  air  of  importance : 
"  There,"  fays  I,  "  read  that ;  and  fee  what 
"  rank  I  hold  in  the  eflimation  even  of  thofe, 
"  by  whom  my  province  is  miftaken." 

I  FIXED  my  eyes  upon  her,  and  waited  with 
impatience  till  fhe  had  read  it.  But  how  was 
I  difappointed  to  hear  her  cry  out,  "Good  Sir, 
"  your  province  and  your  importance  are  mif- 
"  taken  by  none  but  yourfelf.  Could  not  your 
"  fagacity  discover  this  letter  to  be  an  allegory  ?" 
Pray,  Madam,  faid  I,  will  you  be  pleafed  to 
communicate  to  me,  what  you  imagine  to  be  the 
hidden  meaning  which  that  allegory  envelops? 
"  La,"  fays  (he,  "  you  are  fodull  to-day !  Why 
*'  arc  not  the  COMIC  and  the  TRAGIC  MUSE 

«'  the 
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"  the  daughters  of  JUPITER;  and  did  they  not, 
"  with  the  reft  of  the  MUSES,  their  fifters,  refide 
"  on  PARNASSUS,  a  lofty  hiil  that  was  watered 
<c  by  the  Caftalian  fpring  ?  Were  they  not  there 
"  vifited  by  APOLLO,  the  patron  of  all  fcbnce, 
*c  and  in  particular  of  poetry  ?.nd  mufic  ?  Did 
"  they  not  fly  weftward  at  the  approach  of 
"  Barbarians,  who,  though  they  left  behind  the 
"  glooms  of  the  inhofpitable  North,  yet  brought 
"  with  them  the  "  Cimmerian  darknefs  of  ig- 
"  norance,"  and  fcarce  left  any  traces  of  fcience 
**  in  the  countries  through  which  they  paflcd  ? 
"  Did  not  the  lovely  fugitives  find  refuge  in 
*«  BRITAIN  ?"— But  pray,  Madam,  faid  I,fhak- 
ing  my  right  foot  which  hung  over  my  left  knee, 
will  you  condefcend  to  tell  me,  who  is  the  con- 
fort  of  the  king  who  afforded  them  protection  ? 
My  letter  fays,  fhe  was  half-fifter  to  the  ladies 
whom  you  fuppofe  to  be  two  of  the  mufcs. 
"  Who,"  replied  FLAVILLA  pertly,  "  but 
"  LIBERTY  :  is  not  LIBERTY  the  perpetual  con- 
"  fort  of  the  KINGS  OF  BRITAIN  ;  and  will 
"  any  difpute,  that  LIBERTY  is  derived  from 
"  JOVE,  the  PARENT  OF  GOOD?"  Go  on, 
Madam,  faid  I.  "  The  great  officer,"  faid  fhe, 
"  is  the  LORD  CHAMBERLAIN  ;  the  palaces  are 
«'  the  THEATRES,  which  by  Royal  authority 
"  are  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  TRAGEDY  and 
"  COMEDY j  their  attendants,  the  PLAYERS, 

"  are, 
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"  are,  indeed,  the  fervants  of  the  KING,  and 
"  are  paid  by  the  ftated  fees  for  admittante  into 
"  the  houfe.  The  PUBLIC  is  the  moft  potent 
**  and  venerable  body  upon  earth;  and  the 
"  TOWN,  its  illegitimate  offspring,  is  infolent, 
"  capricious,  and  cruel :  the  TOWN  is  perpe- 
"  tually  iniulting  the  PLAYERS  as  its  fervants; 
"  though,  as  fervants  to  the  TOWN,  the  law 
**  confiders  them  as  enemies  to  focietyj  and  it 
"  is  as  fervants  to  the  KING  only,  that  they  are 
*'  permitted  to  exhibit  public  entertainments.  It 
"  is  to  humour  the  TOWN,  that  the  NECRO- 
"  MANCER  HARLEQUIN  has  affociated  with 
"  tumblers  and  favages,  to  profane  the  place, 
"  which,  under  proper  regulation,  would  indeed 
*•  be  the  fchool  of  wifdom  and  virtue.  Every 
*c  one  prcfent  at  a  theatrical  performance  is 
"  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  ROYAL  PRESENCE; 
"  or  at  leaft  the  PLAYERS  are  under  his  more 
"  immediate  protection :  as  every  man  has  a 
««  right  in  common  with  others  to  the  dramatic 
"  entertainment  of  the  evening,  when  he  has 
"  purchafed  an  admittance  to  the  houfe,  it  fol- 
"  lows  that  no  man  has  a  right  to  monopolize 
"  or  to  deftroy  it.  An  empty  houfe  is  by  the 
"  PLAYERS  deemed  the  moft  dreadful  fign  of 
"  popular  difapprobation;  and  when  the  Public 
'*  are  difpleafed  with  the  entertainment  that  is 
"  offered  them,  to  neglect  it  will  be  the  moft 

"  effedual 
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"  effe&ual  means  to  procure  a  better  :  and  as  a 
<c  full,  or  a  thin  houfe,  will  indubitably  exprefs 
"  the  fentiment  of  a  majority,  the  complaints  of 
"  a  faction  mould  be  wholly  difregarded." 

FLAVILLA,  as  me  concluded  this  fpeech,  in 
which  me  began  to  grow  very  warm,  cafl  her 
eyes  upon  me,  and  expected  my  reply.  But  as 
I  continued  to  gaze  with  great  gravity  at  the 
fire,  and  remained  filent,  me  gave  me  a  fmar-t 
flroke  with  her  fan,  accompanied  with  this  in- 
terrogation ;  tc  You  fullen  monfter,  why  don't 
"  you  fpeak  ?  Do  you  hear  me?  publifh  the  let- 
"  ter,  with  my  expofition,  in  your  next  paper, 
"  or — "  Madam,  fays  I  bowing,  it  {hall  b,e 
done.  In  obedience,  therefore,  to  her  command, 
and  in  juftice  to  myfelf,  I  lay  the  ftate  of  our 
controverfy  before  the  Public,  and  doubt  not 
but  that  we  mall  be  both  fatisfied  with  their  de- 
termination. 


NUMB, 
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NUMB.  27.  TUESDAY,  February  6,  1753- 


HESIOD. 
From  night  arofe  the  fun-fhine  and  the  day. 

A  I  AHE  following  letter  was  the  firft  volun*- 
•*•  tary  contribution  I  received  ;  and  if  it  had 
been  longer,  it  would  have  been  fooner  commu- 
nicated to  my  readers.  It  is  written  in  the  name 
of  a  Lady,  to  whom  I  am  indeed  under  many 
obligations  ;  to  whom  I  owe  great  part  of  the 
knowledge  which  I  have  acquired,  and  under 
whofe  influence  many  of  thefe  lucubrations  were 
written  :  her  character  is  afTumed  by  my  corre- 
fpondent  with  great  art  ;  but  I  difcovered  that 
it  was  not  real,  by  the  conclufion  of  the  letter, 
in  which  I  am  invited  to  an  intimacy  that  I  have 
long  enjoyed. 

To   the   ADVENTURER. 

S  I  R,  Dec.  15,  1752. 

WITHOUT   detrading  from   the  merits 
of  your  correfpondent  of  Tuefday  laft  *, 
whofe  pretenfions  to  public  regard  are  undoubt- 
edly well   founded,  I  beg  leave  to  make  your 

*  Numb.  XL 

paper 
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paper  my  channel  to  famej  and  am  perfuaded 
the  judicious  reader  will  admit  of  my  claim, 
when  he  is  acquainted  with  my  hiftory;  and  not- 
withftanding  my  fitter  has  artfully  enough  infinu- 
ated  her  fuperiority,  and  indeed  hinted  reflec- 
tions capable  of  wounding  the  moft  innocent 
character,  as  the  firft  ftory  is  generally  well  told, 
I  fliall  appeal  to  the  impartial  examiner,  and 
expect  my  fhare  of  honour  from  his  decifion. 

I  SHALL  begin  then  with  informing  you,  that 
I  am  the  elder,  a  circumftance  my  filter's  pride 
made  her  fupprefs,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the 
beft  judges  the  handfomer ;  this  her  own  vanity 
will  hardly  deny,  nor  does  fhe  attempt  to  fhiue 
but  in  my  abfence.  She  is  indeed  fairer  ;  but 
dark  beauties  are  not  only  more  agreeable,  but 
more  durable  :  and  as  (he  has  little  to  recom- 
mend her  but  her  face,  the  indifference  and  ne- 
glect fhe  complains  of  is  the  lefs  to  be  won- 
dered at.  Befides,  the  glare  Ihe  affects  in  pub- 
lic, the  ficklenefs  of  her  behaviour,  the  pleafure 
fhe  takes  in  difcovering  the  fecrets  intrufted  to 
her ;  and,  above  all,  the  fraud  fhe  practifes  by 
continual  promifes  of  being  always  the  fame,  are 
fufficient  reafons,  why  half  who  know  her  pay 
her  fo  little  regard. 

FOR  my  own  part,  oftentation  is  my  averfion  ; 
and  my  pride,  which  makes  me  fond  of  admi-^ 
ration,  prevents  my  ufing  a  mean  condefcettfion 

to 
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to  procure  it.  Though  I  drefs  well,  I  am  never 
gaudy  5  and  when  I  appear  in  my  blue  robe  with 
gold  fpangles,  and  a  crefcent  on  my  forehead,  I 
have  the  fatisfa<5tion  of  feeing  myfelf  ogled  even 
by  Philofophers.  Some  of  my  fex  may  think 
this  a  triumph  of  fmall  importance,  and  prefer 
the  unmeaning  applaufes  of  a.  coxcomb  to  the 
approbation  of  a  man  of  underftanding  ;  but  ex- 
perience, the  mother  of  true  wifdom,  has  long 
iince  convinced  me,  that  real  beauty  is  beft  dif- 
cerned  by  real  judges,  and  the  addrefies  of  a 
fenfible  lover  imply  the  beft  compliment  to  the 
undcritanding  of  his  miftrefs. 

THE  affability  of  my  temper,  indeed,  expofes 
me  to  the  vifits  of  all  parties  ;  and  my  eafmefs 
of  accefs  too  frequently  engages  me  in  the  dif- 
agreeable  company  of  fools  and  (harpers  :  nay 
more,  fometimes  I  am  the  unwilling  fpe£lator 
of  riot  and  intemperance  j  but  when  this  hap- 
pens, I  generally  throw  in  fome  reproof,  and 
make  the  libertine,  though  he  curfes  me,  repent 
his  excefs  :  nor  is  it  the  leaft  of  my  praife,  that 
my  approach  frrikes  terror  to  the  foul  of  the 
villain. 

I  MIGHT  rife  in  .the  reputation  I  fo  juftly 
demand,  by  recounting  the  many  important  fer- 
vices  I  have  done  mankind  :  I  have  conducted 
armies  in  fafety,  infpired  politicians,  refcued  the 
diftreifed,  and  blelTed  the  brighteft  eyes  in  Bri- 
tain j 
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tain  ;  I  have  induftrioufly  concealed  the  fcandal 
my  fifter  has  propagated  j  and  received,  with  a 
condefccnflon  fcarce  found  in  a  rival,  the  wretch 
whom  her  follies  had  made  weary  of  her  fer- 
vice. 

BY  this  time  you  may  be  defirous  of  my 
name,  and  I  think  it  no  vanity  to  add,  ambitious 
of  my  acquaintance.  I  formerly  was  a  friend 
to  the  RAMBLER,  nor  will  the  ADVENTURER'S 
intimacy  with  me  lefTen  him  in  the  opinion  of 
his  readers.  For  a  proof  of  this,  a  great  Genius 
of  the  prefent  age  courted  my  affiftance  j  and 
in  gratitude  for  the  favours  he  received  from 
me,  placed  my  name  in  the  title  page  of  the  beft 
book  in  the  language.  After  this  explanation, 
it  is  almoft  unnecefiary  to  fubfcribe  myfelf,  at 
your  fervice, 

S  NIGHT. 

To   the   ADVENTURER. 

S  I  R, 

IT  has  been  long  my  opinion,  that  a  marJs 
general  reputation  rather  finks  than  rifes, 
upon  his  being  firft  diftinguifhed  by  a  public  en- 
comium ;  for  one  voice  that,  echoes  the  praife, 
there  are  a  hundred,  which,  to  indulge  the  fpleeii 
that  it  excites,  are  employed  in  detraction.  But 
of  this  perverfenefs  and  malignity  I  have  never 

remarked 
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remarked  a  ftronger  inftance,  than  in  the  effects 
of  your  recommendation  of  Mr.  Ratfey  and  Mr. 
\Voodward ;  two  gentlemen,  who  almoft  every 
day,  at  a  confiderable  expence,  generoufly  repeat 
their  offers  to  fave  the  poor  from  the  miferies  of 
an  hofpital,  by  curing  them  gratis,  with  much 
more  cafe,  expedition  and  fafety. 

SOME  perfons,  rather  than  admit  the  uncom- 
mon merit  of  thefe  gentlemen,  have  invidioufly 
rcprefented  your  encomium  as  an  irony  ;  and 
others  have  even  ventured  to  deny  the  facts  upon 
which  it  is  founded.  But  though  every  paragraph 
which  was  intended  to  reward  ingenuity,  is  thus 
oppofed  or  perverted  j  yet  that,  in  which  you 
have  inadvertently  difgraced  it,  is,  from  the  fame 
motives,  received  in  its  genuine  fenfe,  and  readily 
admitted  to  be  true.  It  is  denied,  that  Mr. 
Ratfey  ever  removed  an  incurable  difeafe,  and 
that  Mr.  Woodward  is  more  fuccefsful  in  the 
cure  of  ruptures  than  the  hofpital  Surgeons  j  but 
it  is  univerfally  believed,  that  the  youth  whom 
you  mention  received  no  benefit  from  the  trufles 
that  were  worn  by  his  friends ;  this,  however, 
is  a  fa&  in  which  you  are  yourfelf  egregioufly 
miftaken,  and.  which  you  have  greatly  mifrepre- 
fented.  You  tell  us,  indeed,  that  this  method 
deferves  to  be  remembered  for  farther  experi- 
ments ;  but  you  infmuate,  that  it  was  among 
thofe  which  had  been  praclifed  without  fuccefs, 

before 
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before  the  patient  was  put  under  Air.  Wood- 
ward's care  :  on  the  contrary,  it  was  directed  by 
that  great  artift  himfelf ;  and  is  one  of  the  molt 
ufeful  improvements  that  he  has  made  in  furgery, 
though  it  is  not  to  be  depended  upon  alone.  As 
an  inconteftiblc  proof  of  your  iniftake,  and  of 
the  mifchief  which  it  has  produced,  I  fhall  re- 
cite another  addrefs  to  the  Public  in  the  behalf 
of  Mr.  Woodward,  by  which  it  appears,  that  he 
now  wears  trufles  for  his  patients  himfelf.  It 
is  intitled,  "  The  humble  thanks  of  Elizabeth 
"  Tipping,  for  her  cure  in  a  rupture,  gratis." 

"  A  GENTLEMAN,"  fays  Mrs.  Tipping;, 
"  recommended  me  to  Samt  Bartholomew's 
*'  Hofpital,  and  in  their  *  goodnefs  gave  me  a 
"  trufs  to  wear  ;  and  in  wearing  it,  to  my  grief, 
"  I  found  more  pain  than  ever  I  felt  before  ; 
"  and  I  muft  have  laboured  under  this  great 
**  misfortune  all  the  days  of  my  life,  had  not 
"  Mr.  Woodward,  through  charity,  took  me 
"  under  his  care  :  By  his  tender  companion  to- 
"  wards  me,  in  giving  me  his  powders  with 
"  drops,  and  wearing  his  new-invented  ban- 
"  dages,  rny  pains  left  me." 

IT  appears,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Woodward, 
inftead  of  giving  Mrs.  Tipping  a  trufs  to  wear, 

*  It  cannot  certainly  be  known,  whether  by  iliir  is  meant 
the  gentleman  ov  the  hofi~.it.il. 
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as  the  gentleman  or  the  hofpital  had  done,  gave 
her  only  his  powders  with  drops,  ai.u  wore  the 
trufs  himfelf.  As  the  fa&s,  however  itrange, 
will  be  attefted  at  Mr.  RuflbPs  toy.-fhop  in  the 
Hay-market,  and  Mrs.  Sotro's,  the  corner  of 
Spring-Gardens,  it  muft  follow  as  an  inevitable 
confequence,  that  when,  by  the  old  erroneous 
cuftom  of  applying  trufles  or  bandages  to  the 
patient,  the  malady  is  encrenfed  ;  it  may  be 
wholly  removed  by  medicaments,  properly  ad- 
miniftered  to  them,  and  a  trufs  judicioufly  ap- 
plied to  another.  In  Mrs.  Tipping's  cafe,  in- 
deed, there  appears  to  have  been  fomething 
critical,  becaufe  Mr.  Woodward  would  truft 
none  but  himfelf  with  the  management  of  the 
bandage,  by  which  he  intended  to  effect  her 
cure ;  though  the  trufs  for  his  Kentifh  patient 
was  worn  by  the  minifter  and  church-wardens 
of  the  parifh.  There  is,  however,  another  rea- 
fon  for  this  conduit,  which  I  am  unwilling  to 
fugged  :  your  paper  may  have  difcouraged  others 
from  concurring  in  this  method  of  cure,  by  in- 
finuating  that  it  was  troublefotne,  and  had  been 
praclifed  without  fuccefs.  If  this  ftiould  be  true, 
how  have  you  increafed  the  labour  of  this  be- 
neficent Surgeon,  and  at  the  fame  time  circum- 
fcribed  his  power  of  doing  good  !  It  is  fcarce 
poffible  that  he  fhould  be  able,  by  any  contri- 
vance, to  wear  more  than  tea  of  his  bandages 

at 
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at  one  time  ;  and  how  fmall  a  number  is  ten, 
compared  to  the  multitudes  that  apply  for  his 
afliftance  ? 

UPON  the  whble,  whatever  was  your  in- 
tention, I  am  afraid  your  paper  has  produced 
but  one  good  effect.  As  modefty  is  always  the 
concomitant  of  merit,  Mr.  Ratfey.no  longer 
offers  health  to  thofe,  who  have  fuffered  others 
to  render  their  difeafes  incurable  ;  but  leaves 
them  to  perilh,  for  the  prefervation  of  thofe  that 
furvive. 

I  am,    SI  R, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

T.  FRIENDLY. 

As  it  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Friendly,  that  I 
have  conferred  no  honour  by  my  panegyric,  I 
fhall  now  attempt  to  effect  my  purpofe  by  cen- 
fure.  As  Phyfic  is,  perhaps,  the  moft  difficult 
of  all  the  fciences,  no  man  more  honours  thofe 
who  excel  in  it  than  myfelf :  if  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, animate  them  in  the  race,  I  may  at  leaft 
clear  the  way  about  them,  and  afford  merit  a 
fairer  chance,  by  leffening  the  number  of  com- 
petitors, who  may  obftruct  others,  though  they 
cannot  run  themfelves, 

IT 
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IT  is  frequently  admitted,  among  perfons 
whofe  judgment  is  not  othcrwife  contemptible, 
that  a  man  without  parts  and  without  literature 
may  practife  Phyfic  with  fuccefs ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  an  illiterate  blockhead  may  be  a 
good  Phyfician.  But  as  this  maxim  appears  to 
me  to  be  little  Icfs  formidable  than  a  peftilence, 
I  think  I  fhall  do  confiderable  fervice  to  man- 
kind if  I  can  prevent  it  from  fpreading. 

THAT  the  following  argument  may  be  more 
eafily  comprehended  and  remembered,  I  have 
laboured  to  contract  it  into  a  fmall  compafs,  and 
to  exprefs  my  thoughts  with  the  utmoit  plain- 
nefs  and  perfpicuity. 

I.  MEDICINES  are  not  fpecific  antidotes  for 

certain  difeafes,  which  we  hear  diftin- 
guifhed  by  known  and  general  names : 
• For, 

II.  TWENTY  perfons  may  be  ill  of  a  fever; 

and  this  fever  may  be  fo  much  a  diffe- 
rent difeafe  in  each,  that  an  application 
which  would  certainly  cure  one  of  them, 
would  certainly  kill  another:  fo  that  the 
very  efficacy  of  the  medicine,  if  it  is 
unfkilfully  adminiitered,  increafes  the 
danger. 

III.  THE  inveftigation  of  difeafes;  the  difco- 

very  of  their  caufes  by  their  fymptoms ; 
VOL.  I.  '  M  and 
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and  the  adaption  of  the  remedy,  not  to 
the  difeafe  only,  with  all  its  accidental 
complications,  but  to  the  habits,  age, 
fex,  and  conftitution  of  the  patient;  re- 
quire fuch  fkill  as  can  refult  only  from 
extcnfive  knowledge,  found  judgment, 
and  critical  enquiry. 

IV.  THIS  fkiil  cannot  be  exerted,  if  the  pa- 

tient is  not  feen. 

V.  GROSS  ignorance  of  the  propriety  of  lan- 

guage, in  a  man  who  pretends  to  have 
fhidicd  Phyfic,  is  an  inconteftible  proof 
of  infolence  and  ftupidity. 

VI.  HE,  therefore,  who  does  not  fee  the  ab- 

furdity  of  profefling  to  cure  incurable  dif- 
eafes,  cannot  poflibly  have  acquired  fuf- 
ficicnt  knowledge  to  cure  any. 

VII.  To  detect  a  man  in  deliberately  writing 
and  publilhing  grcfs  nonfenfe,  in  an  ad- 
vertifement  of  his  medical  fkill,  written 
in  his  native  language,  is  to  arreft  "  the 
"  foe  of  mankind  in  his  walk,"  and  to 
intercept  the  "  arrow  that  flies  in  dark- 
"  nefs." 

THI§  tafk  is  at  prefent  left  to  the  ADVEN- 
TURER ;  and  this  tafk  he  will  continue  to  per- 
form,  till  the  Legiflature  jfhall  take  it  out  of  his 
hands. 

NUMB. 
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NUMB.  28.  SATURDAY,  February  10,  1753. 

Coelo  fuplnas  fi  tuleris  man  us 

Nafcente  Lundy  rujlica  Phidyle\ 

Nee  pejlilentem  fentlet  Africum 

F fecund  a  vitis HOR. 

If  ruftic  Phidylc  her  prayer  renews, 

Her  artlefs  prayer,  when  facred  hours  return, 

Her  vines  (hall  droop  beneath  no  blighting  dews, 
Nor  fouthern  ftorms  her  yellow  harveft  burn. 

THAT  mankind  have  any  natural  properrfity 
to  ill,  or  that  their  minds  are  fubjecl:  to  the 
influence  of  any  invilible  and  malevolent  being, 
are  notions  that  of  late  have-  been  treated  with 
the  utmolt  contempt  and  difdain.  And  yet  I 
have  remarked,  that  men  frequently  neglccl:  to 
practife  thofe  duties  of  religion,  without  which 
they  believe  the  DIVINE  FAVOUR  cannot  be 
Secured,  though  by  fuch  negledt  they  do  not  ob- 
tain any  immediate  advantage. 

THE  miferablc  wretches  who  fwarm  in  the 
flreets  of  this  metropolis,  covered  with  filth  and 
rags,  pining  with  cold  and  hunger,  and  rotting 
with  difeafes,  will  be  found  to  have  a  g 
belief,  that  by  going  to  church  men  pleafe  GOD, 
and  obtain  the  pardon  of  their  fins  ;  and  yet 
thofe  who  expect  to  be  relieved  by  the  congrcga- 
M  2  tion, 
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tion,  will  linger  at  the  church  door  till  the  fcr- 
vice  is  at  an  end.  In  this  inftance,  furely,  they 
become,  in  their  own  opinion,  the  fervants  of  fin, 
for  no  other  wages  than  death.  To  the  rich,  ir- 
religion,  as  well  as  vice,  fometimes  offers  imme- 
diate pleafure;  and  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  why 
they  fhould  rather  fink  in  a  luxurious  flumber  on 
a  bed  of  down,  than  kneel  at  the  altar;  but  why 
does  the  beggar,  in  the  feverity  of  winter,  fliiver 
at  the  porch,  when  he  might  take  fheltcr  in  the 
aifle  ?  If  he  was  as  near  to  any  other  building 
which  he  could  as  eafily  enter,  he  would  not 
hefitate  a  moment ;  but  rather  than  become  a 
candidate  for  the  blefling  of  GOD,  he  will  forego 
the  advantage  of  exciting  the  chanty  of  the  de- 
vour, by  an  appearance  of  devotion. 

OF  the  duties  and  the  privileges  of  religion, 
prayer  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be  the  chief: 
and  yet  I  am  afraid,  that  there  are  few  who  will 
not  be  able  to  recollect  fome  feafons,  in  which 
their  unwillingnefs  to  pray  has  been  more  than 
in  proportion  to  the  labour  and  the  time  that  it 
required;  feafons  in  which  they  would  have 
been  lefs  willing  to  repeat  a  prayer  than  any 
other  compofition ;  and  rather  than  have  fpent 
five  minutes  in  an  addrefs  to  GOD,  would  have 
devoted  an  equal  fpace  of  time  wholly  to  the 
convenience  of  another,  without  any  enjoyment 
or  advantage  to  themfelves. 

THESE 
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THESE  fa£ts,  I  believe,  will  fcarcc  be  contro- 
verted by  any ;  and  thofe  who  cannot  {hew  that 
they  have  adequate  natural  caufes,  muft  allow 
that  they  have  fome  other.  It  alfo  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  if  men  are  tempted  to  neglect 
the  worfhip  of  GOD  by  any  fpiritual  enemy,  to 
worfliip  GOD  is  by  iuch  an  enemy  known  to 
be  their  in  te  re  ft :  but  becaufe  I  would  not  re'; 
much  upon  this  argument  in  favour  of  religion, 
1  £hall  only  fay,  that  it  has  more  force  than  any 
that  I  have  heard  again  ft  it. 

I  BELIEVE,  indeed,  there  are  fome  who,  with 
whatever  reluctance,  punctually  conform  to  the 
rituals  of  religion,  as  an  atonement  for  an  al- 
lowed and  perpetual  neglect  of  virtue ;  who 
dream,  that  by  going  to  church  on  Sunday,  they 
balance  the  account  of  the  week,  and  may  again 
lie,  defraud,  fwear,  and  be  drunken  with  im- 
punity. Thefe  wretches,  although  in  fpite  of 
indignation  they  move  my  pity,  I  fhall  not  here 
reprove,  becaufe  their  conduct  does  not  only 
imply  the  grofleft  ignorance,  but  the  moft  de- 
plorable ftupidity;  and  it  is  hopelefs  to  write 
for  thofe,  of  whom  it  cannot  be  expected  that 
they  (hould  read. 

THERE  are  others,  who,  believing  that  nei-, 

ther  virtue  nor  religion  alone  is  fufficient  to  fe- 

cure  immortality,  neglect  RELIGION  as  ufelefs,- 

becaufe  they  cannot  refolve  to  pra&ife  VIRTUE  : 

M  3  fo 
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fb  the  purchafe  of  a  telefcope  would  be  a  fuper- 
fluous  expence  to  a  man  that  is  blind,  though  all 
the  advantages  of  fight  cannot  be  obtained  with- 
out it  by  thole  who  can  fee. 

UPON  thefe  flayes  of  fenfuality,  it  is  to  be 
feared  little  effect  can  be  produced,  by  an  addrefs 
either  to  their  reafon  or  their  paflions  :  for  their 
reafon  is  already  convinced,  and  their  paflions 
alarmed  j  they  live  in  a  perpetual  violation  of  the 
dictates  of  conscience;  purpoles  of  amendment 
r.re  every  moment  formed  and  broken  ;  they  look 
backward  with  remorfe,  and  forward  with  ter- 
rcr ;  and  they  accumulate  guHt,  even  while  they 
we  anticipating  judgment.  Nor  can  I  prefs  them 
to  put  on  an  appearance  of  religion  for  mere  tem- 
porary purpofcs ;  not  only  becaufe  it  would  be  an 
ration  of  their  wickednefs,  but  becaufe  it 
ykould  conceal  their  true  character,  and  might, 
therefore,  injure  fociety. 

A  MAN  who  apparently  lives  without  religion, 
declares  to  the  world,  that  he  is  without  virtue, 
however  he  may  otherwife  conceal  his  vices  : 
for  when  the  obftacles  to  virtue  are  furmounted, 
the  obftacles  to  religion  are  few.  What  mould 
reftrain  him  who  has  broken  the  bonds  of  ap- 
petite, from  riling  at  the  call  of  devotion?  Will 
not  he  who  has  accompliflied  a  work  of  diffi- 
culty, fecure  his  reward  at  all  events,  when  to 
fecure  it  is  eafy  ?  Will  not  he  that  has  panted 
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« 

in  the  race  ftretch  forth  his  hand  to  receive  the 
prize  ? 

IT  may,  perhaps,  be  expected,  that  from  this 
general  cenfure  I  fhould  except  thole,  who  believe 
that  all  religion  is  the  contrivance  of  tyranny  and 
cunning ;  and  that  every  human  action  which  has, 
DEITY  for  its  object,  is  enthufiaftic  and  ablurd. 
But  of  thefe  there  are  few,  who  do  not  give  other 
evidence  of  their  want  of  virtue,  than  their  ne- 
glect of  religion  ;  and  even  of  this  few  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that  they  have  not  equal  motives 
to  virtue,  and  therefore  to  fay,  that  they  have  not 
equal  virtue,  is  only  to  affirm  that  effects  are  pro- 
portionate to  their  caufes ;  a  proportion  which, 
I  am  confident,  no  Philofopher  will  deny- 
By  thefe  motives,  I  do  not  mean  merely  the 
hope  and  fear  of  future  reward  and  puniihment ; 
but  fuch  as  arjfe  from  the  exercife  of  religious 
duties,  both  in  public  and  private,  and  efpcci- 
ally  of  prayer. 

I  KNOW,  that  concerning  the  operation  and 
effects  of  prayer,  there  has  been  much  doubtful 
difputation,  in  which  innumerable  metaphyfical 
fubtilties  have  been  introduced,  and  the  under- 
Handing  has  been  bewildered  in  fophiftry,  and 
affronted  with  jargon :  Thofe  who  have  no  other 
proofs  of  the  fitnefs  and  advantage  of  prayer  than 
are  to  be  found  among  thefe  fpeculations,  are 
but  little  acquainted  with  the  practice. 

M4  HE 
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HE  who  has  acquired  an  experimental  know- 
ledge of  this  duty,  knows  that  nothing  fo  for- 
cibly reftrains  from  ill,  as  the  remembrance  of  a 
recent  addrefs  to  HEAVEN  for  protection  and 
afTiftance.  After  having  petitioned  for  power  to 
re  lift  temptation,  there  is  fo  great  an  incongru- 
ity in  net  continuing  the  ftruggle,  that  we  blufh 
at  the  thought,  and  perfevere,  left  we  lofe  all 
reverence  for  ourfelves.  After  fervently  devo- 
ting our  fouls  to  GOD,  we  ftart  with  horror  at 
immediate  apoftacy  :  Every  act  of  deliberate 
wickednefs  is  then  complicated  with  hypocrify 
and  ingratitude  :  it  is  a  mockery  of  the  FATHER 
OF  MERCY  ;  the  forfeiture  of  that  peace  in 
which  we  clofed  our  addrefs,  and  a  renunciation 
of  the  hope  that  it  infpired. 

FOR  a  proof  of  this,  let  every  man  afk  him- 
iclf,  as  in  the  prefence  of  "  HIM  who  fearches 
ct  the  heart,"  whether  he  has  never  been  de- 
terred from  prayer,  by  his  fondnefs  for  fome  cri- 
minal gratification,  which  he  could  not  with  fin- 
cerity  profefs  to  give  up,  and  which  he  knew  he 
could  not  afterwards  repeat  without  greater  com- 
pun&ion.  If  prayer  and  immorality  appear  to 
be  thus  incompatible,  prayer  fhould  not  furely 
be  lightly  rejected  by  thofe,  who  contend  that 
moral  virtue  is  the  fummit  of  human  perfection  ; 
nor  (hould  it  be  incumbered  with  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  as  muft  inevitably  render  it  lefs  cafy 

and 
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and  Icfs  frequent :  It  fhould  be  confidered"  as  the 
wings  of  the  foul,  and  fhould  be  always  ready, 
when  a  fudden  impulfe  prompts  her,  to  fpring  up 
to  GOD.  We  ihould  not  think  it  always  necef- 
fary  to  be  either  in  a  church  or  in  our  clofet,  to 
exprefs  joy,  love,  defire,  truft,  reverence,  or 
complacency,  in  the  fervour  of  a  fllent  ejacula- 
tion. Adoration,  hope,  and  even  a  petition,  may 
be  conceived  in  a  moment  j  and  the  defire  of  the 
heart  may  afcend,  without  words,  to  "  HIM  by 
**  whom  our  thoughts  are  known  afar  off."  He 
who  confiders  himfelf  as  perpetually  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  ALMIGHTY,  need  not  fear  th.it 
gratitude  or  homage  can  ever  be  ill-timed,  or 
that  it  is  prophane  thus  to  worfhip  in  any  cir- 
cumftances  that  are  not  criminal. 

THERE  is  no  prefervative  from  vice,  equal 
to  this  habitual  and  conftant  intercourfe  with 
GOD;  neither  does  anything  equally  alleviate 
diftrefs,  or  heighten  profperity  :  in  diftrefs,  it 
fuftains  us  with  hope;  and  in  profperity,  it 
adds  to  every  other  enjoyment  the  delight  of 
gratitude. 

LET  thofe,  therefore,  who  have  rejected  re.- 
ligion,  as  they  have  given  up  inconteftible  ad- 
vantages, try  whether  they  cannot  yet  be  •  re- 
covered ;  let  them  review  the  arguments  by 
which  their  judgment  has  been  determined,  and 
fee  whether  they  compel  the  aflent  of  reafon ; 
M  5  and 
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and  let  thofe,  who,  upon  this  recol  le&ion,  per- 
ceive, that,  though  they  have  profefled  infide- 
lity, they  do  indeed  believe  and  tremble,  no  long- 
er fitcrifice  happinefs  to  folly,  but  purfue  that 
WISDOM  "  whofe  ways  are  pleafantnefs  and 
««  peace." 
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—  —  Damnofa  fenem  juvat  alea^  ludlt  et  hesres. 

Juv. 
.   If  gaming  does  an  nged  fire  entice, 

Then  my  young  maftcr  fwiftly  learns  the  vice, 
And  {hakes,  in  hanging  fleeves,  the  little  box 
and  dice.  DRYDENV 

To  the  ADVENTURER. 
SIR, 

IT  a  remark  of  fome  Philofophers,  that 
there  is  a  malignity  in  human  nature,  which 
urges  every  man  to  deprcfs  him  who  is  already 
finking.  The  GAMESTER  is  a  character,  at 
which  the  artillery  of  the  legiflature  has  been 
Jong  levelled  :  the  practice  of  his  profcflion  has 
been  rendered  extremely  difficult,  and  the  in- 
ftruments  of  it  have  been  deftroyed  wherever 
they  could  be  found  j  he  has  been  perfecuted  by 

Juilices, 
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Juftices,  Conftables,  and  Watchmen ;  he  has 
languifhed  in  Newgate,  and  toiled  in  Bridewell. 
Under  this  accumulated  diftrefs,  he  is  not  the 
object  of  pity  but  contempt ;  every  mouth  is 
open  againft  him  ;  he  is  curled  by  the  mechanic 
and  the  trader,  derided  by  wits,  and  hooted  by 
the  mob.  In  defence  of  this  injured  character, 
which  I  have  long  borne,  and  of  which  I  am 
not  yet  afliamed,  permit  me  to  appear  in  your 
paper. 

IN  the  firft  place,  Sir,  the  GAMESTER  is  a 
Gentleman  :  and  though  he  has  been  infulted  by 
beggars  and  cits,  the  polite  world  is  ftill  in  his 
intereft  ;  and  he  has  ftill  friends  at  Wcrrminfter, 
from  the  grey-headed  General  to  the  beardlcfs 
Senator.  With  the  character  of  a  gentleman, 
there  is  but  one  vice  which  is  now  believed  to 
be  wholly  incompatible  ;  and  fuch-is  the  mnlice 
of  our  enemies,  that  we  have  been  degraded  by 
the  imputation  of  it,  and  our  ruling  pa/lion  is 
&id  to  be  AVARICE. 

BUT,  can  he  be  avaricious,  who  trufts  hi* 
whole  property  to  Chance  ?  who  immediately 
circulates  what  he  wins,  with  a  liberality  that 
IK.  been  cenfured  by  others  as  profusion  ?  Can 
A v. -.rice  be  his  motive  to  pl^y,  who,  with  twenty 
thoufund  pounds  in  the  funds,  fits  down  with 
a  man  whofe  whole  eftate  he  knows  to  be  in  his 
pocket,  and  to  amo"-.t  tj  no  more  than  ten' 
M  6  pieces  ? 
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pieces  ?  As  the  love  of  money  appears  incon- 
teftibly  not  to  govern  one  of  thefe  perfons,  it 
cannot  be  proved  to  govern  the  other  :  The 
charge  of  Avarice  is,  indeed,  fo  ridiculous  and 
abfurd,  that  I  am  afliamed  of  an  attempt  to  con- 
fute it. 

THIS  charge  might  with  great  jufKce  be  re- 
torted upon  Trade,  which,  when  put  in  com- 
petition with  Gaming,  muft  appear  to  great  dif- 
advantage.  Trade  has  befides  introduced  all  the 
Superfluities  that  have  enervated  and  corrupted 
mankind  :  Trade  has  even  produced  oppofite 
evils;  it  has  pampered  luxury,  and  wearied  la- 
bour ;  but  Gaming  has  done  neither. 

TRADE,  indeed,  circulates  property ;  but 
property  might  with  greater  advantage  be  circu- 
lated by  Gaming.  If  it  be  afked,  how  the  per- 
fons employed  in  this  delightful  circulation  of 
property,  are  to  be  furniihed  with  the  necefla- 
ries  of  life,  when  trade  is  at  an  end  ;  I  anfwer, 
that  the  necefTaries  of  life,  in  the  eftimation  of 
VIRTUE  and  the  GAMESTER,  are  few ;  a 
fheepfkin,  a  hovel,  and  a  dice-box,  would  fur- 
nifli  the  Gameftcr  with  fufEcient  apparel,  fhel- 
tcr,  and  entertainment  ;  and  with  thefe  he 
would  be  as  happy  as  he  is  now  j  for  he  has  no 
p^ower  of  acquiring  happinefs  that  is  not  exerted 
in  play,  and  of  other  happinefs  he  has  indeed 
no  conception, 

IF 
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IF  Play  was  then  univerfally  purfued,  as  at 
once  comprehending  all  bufmefs  and  all  pleafure, 
one  man  might  not  only  grow  rich,  and  another 
poor,  but  the  fame  perfon  might  alternately  pafs 
thro'  all  the  vicifiitudes  of  fortune,  while  he  fat 
upon  the  ground  in  the  fun,  without  toiling  in 
the  manufactory,  or  fweating  at  the  forge,  with- 
out the  perplexity  of  accompts,  or  the  perils  of 
a  voyage. 

IF  it  be  again  afked,  when  life  is  reduced  to 
this  ftate  of  primitive  fimplicity,  what  would 
be  the  advantage  of  wealth  ?  I  anfwer,  the  fame 
as  it  is  at  preftnt  to  thofe  whopoflefs  more  than 
they  fpend,a  confcioufnefs  that  they  are  wealthy ; 
and  thofe  who  are  capable  of  more  exalted  feli- 
city, would  enjoy  in  the  acquifition  the  tranfport 
of  winning,  without  confidering  money  to  have 
any  power,  quality  or  ufe,  but  as  a  ftake. 

THESE,  indeed,  are  Utopian  fcenes  j  and-  I 
return,  with  a  figh,  to  vindicate  my  profeffion 
from  other  imputations,  which  are  equally  falfe 
and  injurious. 

IT  has  been  faid,  that  we  are  ftrangers  to  re- 
ciprocal felicity  ;  and  that  the  happinefs  of  one 
Gamefter  is  produced  by  the  nailery  of  another, 
the  pain  of  him  who  lofes  being  alway  propor- 
tioned to  the  pleafure  of  the  winner.  But  this 
is  only  the  cavil  of  popular  prejudice  :  if  I  am. 
happy,  what  is  it  to  me  who  elfe  is  milerable  ? 
2  Every 
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Every  man,  whatever  he  may  pretend,  is  con- 
cerned only  for  himfelf  j  and  might,  confident 
with  right  reafon,  cut  any  other  man's  throat  if 
he  could  efcape  punifhment,  and  fecure  to  him- 
felf any  advantage  by  the  fact.  If  any  of  your 
readers  have  ftill  fcruples,  and  defire  to  fee  this 
doctrine  farther  illuftrated,  I  refer  them  to  the 
great  Dr.  MANDEVILLE'S  Fable  of  the  Bees. 

AMONG  other  enemies,  that  have  been  en- 
couraged to  fall  upon  the  GAMESTER  in  his 
diftrefs,  is  Bigotry  or  Religion  ;  for  I  confider 
both  thefe  terms  as  expreflions  of  the  fame  idea. 
Bigotry  then  accufes  us  with  exercifmg  our  em- 
ployment on  a  Sunday  ;  but  this  accufation  is  the 
effecl:  of  fuch  complicated  folly,  ignorance,  and 
malice,  that  it  could  have  had  no  other  author. 
Not  to  inftft  that  a  Gentleman  is  under  no  moral 
obligation-  to  regard  one  day  more  than  another, 
is  he  to  be  infulted  for  doing  that,  which  has  a 
direct  tendency  todeftroy  luxury  root  and  branch, 
on  a  Sunday?  Shall  Virtue,  in  this  enlightened 
age,  be  given  up  to  Ceremony  ;  and  Patriotifrn  be 
fligmatized  as  Impiety  ?  I  have,  on  every  other 
article,  been  able  to  keep  my  temper  ;  but  I  can 
ruever  bear  the  cant  of  Bigotrv  with  patience. 

THERE  is,  however,  another  charge,  which 
I  fhall  not  obviate  as  an  imp  tationof  prophane- 
nefs,  but  of  folly.  It  is  laid  that  we  utter  the 
rooft  horrid  oaths  and  imprecations  ;  that  we  in- 

vocate 
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vocate  beings  whom  we  do  not  believe  to  exift, 
and  denounce  curfes  that  can  never  be  fulfilled. 
This  has,  indeed,  been  praclifed  in  our  aflxm- 
blies;  but  by  thofe  only  who  are  novices  in  the 
profeflion  :  for  among  other  advantages  that  arife 
from  Gaming,  is  fuch  a  filent  acquiefcence  in 
the  will  of  Fortune,  as  would  do  honour  to  a 
Stoic;  or,  at  leaft,  a  calm  philofophicai  immu- 
tability of  countenance,  by  which  all  that  pafTes* 
in  the  bofom  is  concealed.. 

THIS  acquifition,  it  muft  be  confefled,  re- 
quires fome  parts  and  long  practice  ;  but  there 
have  been  many  illuftrious  examples  of  it  among 
us.  A  Gentleman,  my  particular  friend,  who 
had  the  honour  to  be  many  years  an  eminent 
Gamefter,  being  without  money,,  committed  a 
robbery  upon  the  highway,  to  procure  another, 
ftake,  that  he  might  return  to  his  profcHion  :  It 
happened  unfortunately  that  he  was  taken  ;  and 
though  he  had  great  intereft  with  fome  pcrfons 
that  {ball  be  namelefs,  yet  he  was  convicted  and 
hanged.  This  Gentleman's  ill-luck  continued 
all  the  while  he  was  in  gaol ;  fo  that  he  was 
compelled  to  difpofeof  his  body  to  the  Surgeons, 
and  loft  the  monoy  to  a  friend  who  vifited  him 
in  the  cells,  the  night  before  execution.  lie 
appeared,  however,  next  morning  with  great 
compofure  ;  no  reflection  on  the  part,  no  anti- 
cipation 01  the  future,  caufed  him  once  to  change 
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countenance  during  his  paflage  to  the  gallows; 
and  though  he  was  about  to  receive  death  from  a 
greafy  fcoundrel,  whom  he  knew  once  to  have 
been  a  butcher,  yet  he  fwore  but  two  oaths  in 
the  cart ;  and  was  fo  indifferent  as  to  what 
ihould  afterwards  befall  him,  that  he  bravely  re- 
fufed  to  fay  Amen  to  the  Prayers. 

IF  by  your  communication  of  thefe  hints,  the 
clamours  of  flander  (hall  be  filenced,  and  the 
true  character  of  a  GAMESTER  fhall  be  more 
generally  known, — I  have  fecrets,  which  may 
be  communicated  entre  nous,~and  the  next 
•lead  fet — you  underftand  me — I  am  a  man  of 
honour,  and  you  may  command, 

SIR,  Yours,  &c. 
TIM.    COGDIE. 


NUMB. 
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NUMB.  30.  SATURDAY,  February  17,   1753. 

Felices  ter  et  amplius 

^uos  irrupta  tenet  copula  :  nee  malls 
Divulfus  quer'imoniis 
Suprema  citius  fofoet  amor  die.  HOR. 

Thrice  happy  they,   in  pure  delights 
Whom  Love  with  mutual  bonds  unites  j 
Unbroken  by  complaints  or  ftrife, 
And  binding  each  to  each  for  life. 

FRANCIS, 

THOUGH  I  devote  this  lucubration  to  the 
Ladies,  yet  there  are  fome  parts  of  it 
which  I  hope  will  not  be  wholly  ufelefs  to  the 
Gentlemen  :  and,  perhaps,  both  may  expect  to 
be  addrefied  upon  a  fubje&,  which  to  both  is  of 
equal  importance ;  efpecially  after  I  have  admit- 
ted the  public  recommendation  of  it  by  my  cor- 
refpondcnt  Mr.  TOWNLY. 

IT  has  been  univerfally  allowed,  and  with 
great  reafon,  that  between  perfons  who  marry 
there  mould  be  fome  degree  of  equality,  with 
refpe&  to  age  and  condition.  Thofe  who  vio- 
late a  known  truth,  deferve  the  infelicity  they 
incur  :  I  {hall,  therefore,  only  labour  to  pre- 
fcrve  innocence  by  detecting  error. 

WITH 
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WITH  the  Ladies  it  is  a  kind  of  general 
maxim,  that.  "  the  beft  hufband  is  a  reformed 
"  RAKE  j"  a  maxim  which  they  have  probably 
derived  from  comedies  and  novels,  in  which  fuch 
a  hufband  is  commonly  the  reward  of  female 
merit.  But  the  belief  of  this  maxim  is  an  in- 
conteftible  proof,  that  with  the  true  character  of 
a  RAKE  the  Ladies  are  wholly  unacquainted. 
"  They  have,"  indeed,  "  heard  of  a  wild  young 
"  Gentleman,  who  would  ralce  about  the  town, 
"  and  take  up  his  lodging  at  a  bagnio  ;  who  had 
"  told  many  a  girl  a  pretty  ftory,  that  was  fool 
"  enough  to  believe  him  ;  and  had  a  right  to 
"  many  a  child  that  did  not  call  him  father  :  but 
"  that  in  fome  of  thefe  frolics  he  thought  no 
"  harm,  and  for  others  he  had  fufficicntly  fuf- 
"  fered."  But  let  the  ADVENTURER,  be  be- 
lieved, thofe  are  words  of  dreadful  import,  and 
fhould  always  be  thus  underftood  : 

"  To  rake  about  town  and  lodge  at  a  bagnio, 
"  is  to  aflbciate  with  the  vileft  and  moft  aban- 
"  doned  of  human  beings  j  it  is  to  become  fa- 
"  miliar  with  blafphemy  and  lewdncfs,  and 
"  frequently  to  fport  with  the  moft  deplorable 
*'  mifery  :  To  tell  pretty  ftories  to  credulous 
"  girls,  is  to  deceive  the  fimplicity  of  innocence 
"  by  cunning  and  falfehood  :  To  be  the  fat'acr 
"  of  a  namelefs  progeny,  is  to  defert  thofe, 
"  vvhofe  tears  only  can  implore  the  protecti 


on 
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"  to  which  of  all  others  they  have  the  ftrongeft 
"  and  the  tendereft  claim  ;  it  is  more  than  to 
"  be  a  man  without  affection,  it  is  to  be  a  brute 
"  without  inftinct.  To  think  no  harm  in  fome 
"  of  thefe  frolicks,  is  to  have  worn  out  all  fen- 
*'  fibility  of  the  difference  between  right  and 
**  wrong  ;  and  to  have  fuffered  for  others,  is  to 
**  have  a  body  contaminated  with  difeafes,  which 
"  in  fome  degree  are  certainly  tranfmitted  to 
"  pofterity." 

IT  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  mere  exhibition  of 
this  picture,  will  be  fufficient  to  deter  the  Ladies 
from  precluding  happinefs  by  marrying  the  origi- 
nal j  and  from  difcouraging  virtue,  by  making 
vice  neceflary  to  the  character  which  they  prefer. 

BUT  they  frequently  act  upon  another  princi- 
ple, which,  though  not  equally  fatal  and  abfurd, 
may  yet  produce  great  infelicity. 
-  WHEN  the  Rake  is  excluded,  it  will  be  gene- 
rally fuppofed,  that  fuperior  intellectual  abilities 
ought  always  to  determine  the  choice.  "  A  man 
"  of  fine  fenfe,"  is  indeed  a  character  of  great 
dignity  ;.and  the  Ladies  have  always  been  advifed 
to  prefer  this  to  every  other,  as  it  includes  a 
capacity  to  beftow  "  that  refined,  exalted,  and 
"  permanent  felicity,  which  alone  is  worthy  of 
"  a  rational  being."  But  I  think  it  probable, 
that  this  advice,  however  fpecious,  has  been 

often 
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often  given  for  no  other  reafon,  than  becaufe  to 
give  it  flattered  the  vanity  of  the  writer,  who 
fondly  believed  he  was  drawing  his  own  charac- 
ter, and  exciting  the  envy  and  admiration  of  his 
readers.  This  advice,  however,  the  Ladies  uni- 
verfally  affect  to  approve,  and  probably  for  a 
fimilar  reafon  ;  fmce  every  one  imagines,  that 
to  hold  intellectual  excellence  in  high  eflima- 
tion,  is  to  demonftrate  that  fhe  poffeffes  it. 

As  he  that  would  pcrfuade,  fhould  be  fcrupu- 
loufly  careful  not  to  offend,  I  will  not  infinuate 
that  there  are  any  Ladies,  by  whom  the  peculiar 
beauties  of  an  exalted  underftanding  cannot  be 
difcerned,  and  who  have  not,  therefore,  a  ca- 
pacity for  half  the  pleafure  which  it  can  beftow. 
And  yet,  I  think,  thert  is  another  excellence 
which  is  much  more  effential  to  conjugal  feli- 
city, GOOD  NATURE. 

I  KNOW  that  GOOD  NATURE  has,  like  SO- 
CRATES, been  ridiculed  in  the  habit  of  FOLLY  ; 
and  that  FOLLY  has  been  dignified  by  the  name 
of  GOOD  NATURE.  But  by  GOOD  NATURE, 
I  do  not  mean  that  flexible  imbecillity  of  mind 
which  complies  with  every  requeft,  and  inclines 
a  man  at  once  to  accompany  an  acquaintance  to 
a  brothel  at  the  expence  of  his  health,  and  to 
keep  an  equipage  for  a  wife  at  the  expence  of 
his  eftate.  Perfons  of  this  difpofiticn  have  fel- 

dom 
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dom  more  benevolence  than  fortitude,   and  fre- 
quently perpetrate  deliberate  cruelty. 

IN  true  GOOD  NATURE,  there  is  neither  the 
acrimony  of  fpleen,  nor  the  fullennefs  of  malice  ; 
it  is  neither  clamorous  nor  fretful,  neither  eafy 
to  be  offended,  nor  impatient  to  revenge  j  it  is 
a  tender  fenfibility,  a  participation  of  the  pains 
and  pleafures  of  others  ;  and  is,  therefore,  a  for- 
cible and  conftant  motive,  to  communicate  hap- 
pinefs,  and  alleviate  mifery. 

As  human  nature  is,  from  whatever  caufe, 
in  a  ftate  of  great  imperfection,  it  is  furely  to 
be  defired,  that  a  perfon  whom  it  is  moft  our 
intereft  to  pleafe,  ihould  not  fee  more  of  this 
imperfection,  than  we  do  ourfelves. 

I  SHALL,  perhaps,  be  told,  that  "  a  man  of 
"  fenfe  can  never  ufe  a  woman  ill."  The  latter 
part  of  this  propofition  is  a  phrafe  of  very  exten- 
five  and  various  fignification  :  whether  a  man  of 
fenfe  can  "  ufe  a  woman  ill,"  I  will  not  in- 
quire, but  I  (hall  endeavour  to  mew,  that  he 
may  make  her  extremely  wretched. 

PERSONS  of  keen  penetration,  and  great  de- 
licacy of  fentiment,  as  they  muft  neceflarily  bv 
more  frequently  offended  than  others ;  fo,  as  a 
punifhmcnt  for  the  offence,  they  can  inflict 
more  exquifite  pain,  becaufe  they  can  wound 
with  more  poignant  reproach  :  and  by  him 
whom  GOOD  NATURE  does  not  reftrain  from 
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retaliating  the  pain  that  he  feels,  the  offence, 
whether  voluntary  or  not,  will  always  be  thus 
puniftied. 

IF  this  punifhment  is  fuffcred  with  filence, 
confufion  and  tears,  it  is  poflible  that  the  tyrant 
may  relent ;  but  this,  like  the  remorfe  of  a  mur- 
derer, is  too  late  ;  the  dread  of  incurring  the 
fame  anguifh  by  a  like  fault,  will  fubflitute  for 
the  fmile  of  cheerfulnefs,that  funfhine  of  beauty, 
the  glooms  of  doubt,  follicitude,  and  anxiety. 
The  offence  will,  notwithstanding,  be  again  re- 
peated ;  the  punifhment,  the  diitrefs,  and  the 
remorfe  will  again  return;  becaufe  error  is  invo- 
luntary, and  anger  is  not  reft  rained.  If  the  re- 
proach is  retorted,  and  whether  it  was  defcrved, 
becomes  the  fubject  of  debate  ;  the  confequcnccs 
are  yet  more  dreadful  :  after  a  vain  attempt  to 
{hew  an  incongruity,  which  can  no  more  be 
perceived  than  founds  by  the  deaf,  the  hufband 
will  be  infulted  for  caufclefs  and  capricious  dif- 
pleafure,  and  the  wife  for  folly,  perverfcncfs, 
and  obftinacy.  In  thefe  circumftances,  what 
will  become  of  "  the  refined,  the  exalted,  and 
"  the  permanent  felicity,  which  alone  is  worthy 
"  of  reafonable  beings,  and  which  elevated  ge- 
"  nius  only  can  beftow?" 

That   this  conduct   is,  by   a    man    of   fen  ft-, 

known  to  be  wrong,  I  am  content  to  allow  :   but 

it  muft  alfo  be  granted,  that  the  difcernment  of 

6  wron  c. 
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wrong  is  not  always  a  propenfity  to  right;  and 
that  if  pain  was  never  inflicted,  but  when  it  was 
known  to  produce  falutary  effects,  mankind 
would  be  much  more  happy  than  they  are. 

GOOD  NATURE,  therefore,  if  intellectual  ex- 
cellence cannot  atone  for  the  want  of  it,  mull 
be  admitted  as  the  higheft  perfonal  merit.  If, 
without  it,  Wifdom  is  not  kind;  without  it, 
Folly  muft  be  brutal.  Let  it,  therefore,  be  once 
more  repeated,  "  The  quality  mod  eflential  to 
"  conjugal  felicity  is  GOOD  NATURE."  And, 
furely,  whatever  accidental  difference  there  may 
happen  to  be  in  the  conceptions  or  judgment  of 
a  hufband  and  wife,  if  neither  can  give  pain  or 
pleafure  without  feeling  it  themfelves,  it  is  eafy 
to  perceive  which  fcnfation  they  will  concur  to 
produce. 

IT  may  now  be  expected,  that  I  fliould  give 
fome  general  rules,  by  which  the  Ladies  may 
difcovcr  the  difpofition  t>f  thofe,  by  whom  they 
are  addrefled  :  but  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  de- 
tect malevolence  amidft  the  afliduities  of  court- 
ihip,  and  to  c'iftinguim  the  man  under  that  al- 
mofl  infcrutabledifguife,  the  Lover.  GOOD  NA- 
TURE, however,  is  not  indicated  by  the  fulfome 
fawning  of  a  perpetual  grin,  the  loud  laughter 
which  almofl  anticipates  the  jdt,  or  the  conflant 
echo  of  every  fentiment ;  neither  is  it  fafe  to 
truft  the  appearance  of  profufe  liberality,  or  bufy 

officiouf- 
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officioufnefs.  Let  it  rather  be  remarked,  how 
the  Lover  is  affected  by  incidents,  in  which  the 
Lady  is  not  concerned  ;  what  is  his  behaviour  to 
his  immediate  dependants,  and  whether  they  ap- 
proach him' with  a  flavifn  timidity,  or  with  the 
cheerful  reverence  of  voluntary  fervitude.  Is  he 
ever  merry  at  the  expence  of  another ;  or  does 
he  ever  attempt  thus  to  e'xcite  mirth  in  his  mif- 
trefs  ?  Does  he  mention  the  abfent  with  candour, 
and  behave  to  thofe  who  are  prefent  with  a  man- 
ly complacency  ?  By  a  diligent  attendance  to 
thefe  circumftances,  perhaps  a  probable  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  his  character. 

To  conclude  with  a  general  remark,  GOOD 
NATURE  is  not  of  lefs  importance  to  ourfelves 
than  to  others.  The  morofe  and  petulant  firft 
feel  the  anguifh  that  they  give  :  Reproach,  re- 
vilings,  and  invective,  are  but  the  overflowings 
of  their  own  infelicity,  and  are  conftantly  again 
forced  back  upon  their  fource.  Sweetnefs  of 
temper  is  not,  indeed,  an  acquired,  but  a  na- 
tural excellence ;  and,  therefore,  to  recommend 
it  to  thofe  who  have  it  not,  may  be  deemed  ra- 
ther an  infult  than  advice.  But  let  that  which 
in  happier  natures  is  inftinct,  in  thefe  be  reafon  j 
let  them  purfue  the  fame  conduct,  impelled  by 
a  nobler  motive.  As  the  fournefs  of  the  crab  in- 
hances  the  value  of  the  graft,  fo  that  which  on 
its  parent  plant  is  GOOD  NATURE,  will,  on  a 

lefs 
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lefs  kindly  ftock  be  improved  into  VIRTUE.  No 
notion  by  which  others  receive  pleafure  or  pain, 
is  indifferent  :  the  Sacred  rule,  "  Do  that  to 
"  others  which  ye  would  that  others  fliould  do 
"  to  you,"  extends  to  every  deed  ;  and  "  every 
"  word  fhall  be  brought  into  judgment." 


NUMB.  31.  TUESDAY,  February  20,  1753. 

Invidia  Siculi  non  Invcnere  Tyranni 

Majus  tor  men  turn  --  HOR. 

Nor  could  Sicilia's  tyrants  ever  find 

A  greater  torment  than  an  envious  mind. 

FRANCIS. 

SOON  after  the  expiration  of  that  golden 
age,  in  which  perpetual  and  fpontancous 
plenty  precluded  all  temptation  to  violence  and 
fraud,  APOLLO,  the  God  of  wifom,  of  eloquence, 
and  mufic,  became  enamoured  of  one  of  the 
Nymphs  who  graced  the  train  of  Diana.  The 
Nymph,  whofe  name  time  has  not  preferved 
with  her  ftory,  was  at  firft  inflexible  j  but  the 
fuit  which  her  chaftity  refufcd,  her  vanity  ftill 
continued  to  permit  :  and  thus,  though  wifdom, 
eloquence,  and  mufic,  were  ineffectual  j  yet 
perfeverance  prevailed.  The  pride  of  virtue 
VOL,  I.  N  was 
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was  imperceptibly  foftened  ;  and  the  fenfe  of 
guilt  had  been  fo  often  loft  in  the  anticipation  of 
delight,  that  it  did  not  always  return  :  to  this  de- 
light there  remained  no  obftacle  but  the  fear  of 
fhame  ;  and  the  fear  of  mame,  as  defire  perpe- 
tually increafed,  was  at  laft  furmounted. 

APOLLO  perceived  and  purfued  his  advantage  ; 
and  the  Nymph  fdently  confentcd  to  an  affig- 
nation  ;  the  place  was  a  grotto  far  fequeftered 
from  the  path  of  the  traveller,  and  the  time  was 
midnight. 

When  nature  no  longer  lavifhcd  her  bounty 
upon  idlenefs,  and  the  fruits  of  the  earth  were 
beftowed  only  upon  labour  ;  when  the  harvell 
and  the  vintage  ceafed  to  be  common,  and  th-j 
bounds  of  property  were  fet  up  ;  many  vices 
under  human  forms  became  inhabitants  of  the 
earth,  and  aflbciated  with  mankind.  Of  fome 
the  external  appearance  was  plcafing,  and  their 
qualities  were  not  immediately  difcovered.  A- 
mong  thefe  vices  was  ENVY  :  ENVY,  indeed, 
was  never  lovely  ;  but  (he  was  then  young,  nor 
was  the  malignity  of  her  mind  yet  cxprefled  in 
her  perfon. 

As  APOLLO  was  enamoured  of  the  Nymph, 
ENVY  was  enamoured  of  APOLLO  :  (he  watched 
his  defcent,  therefore,  with  all  the  impatience  of 
defire  ;  and  though  fhe  knew  her  own  paffion 
to  be  hopclefs,  yet  the  difcovery  of  his  addrefTes 
10  to 
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to  another,  diftracled  her  with  jealoufy  :  fhe  was 
always  bufied  to  procure  intelligence  which  could 
only  increafe  her  torment ;  and  was  perpetually 
contemplating  the  happinefs  which  fhe  defpaired 
to  enjoy. 

IT  happened  that  the  aflignation  of  the  lovers 
was  overheard  by  Echo,  and  by  Echo  repeated 
to  ENVY.  This  intelligence  rouzed  her  to  a  yet 
keener  fenfibility  of  mifery  :  to  intercept  the 
happinefs  of  a  rival,  was  the  firft  object  of  he,r 
wifli  ;  and  the  next  moment  fhe  conceived  a  de- 
fign  of  fecuring  that  happinefs  to  hcrfelf.  To 
eft'edi  both  thefe  purpofcs,  a  thoufand  projects 
had  been  by  turns  contrived,  examined,  and 
rejected  ;  her  mind  was  more  violently  agitated, 
m  proportion  as  the  time  drew  more  near  ;  and 
after  all  the  foil  of  thinking  had  ended  in  defpair, 
an  expedient  fuddenly  flatted  into  her  mind, 
which  (he  perceived  at  once  to  be  funple  and 
cafy  ,  fhe  wondered  how  it  had  been  before  over- 
looked, and  rcfolvcd  immediately  to  put  it  in 
execution. 

IT  was  within  one  hour  of  midnight,  when 
the  Nymph  took  her  way  to  the  grotto.  She 
was  now  pale  with  remorfe,  and  now  flufhed 
with  fhame ;  fhe  hefitated  ;  her  bofom.  again 
beat  with  anticipated  delight ;  fhe  trembled,  and 
went  forward.  ENVY  perceived  her  at  a  diftance  ; 
and  caft  round  her  a  thick  cloud,  which  fcarce  the 
N  2  beams 
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beams  of  Phoebus  himfelf  could  have  diffipated. 
The  Nymph  looked  round  for  the  grotto,  but- 
fuddenly  perceived  her-felf  to  be  -involved  in  im- 
penetrable darknefs  ;  flie  could  difcover  neither 
the  fky  above  her,  nor  the  ground  on  which  flie 
flood  :  flie  ftopt  fhort,  terrified  and  aftonifhed  ; 
defire  was  chilled  in  her  veins,  and  fhe  fhud- 
dered  at  the  temerity  of  the  purpofe. 

Ix  this  dreadful  moment  fhe  had  no  hope  of 
•deliverance,  but  from  the  power  whole  laws  me 
had  been  about  to  violate  ;  and  fhe,  therefore, 
addreffed  this  prayer  to  DIANA  :  "  Chafte  queen 
"  of  irreproachable  delight !  who,  though  my 
"  mind  had  renounced  thy  influence,  haft  yet 
"  by  this  omen  preferved  me  from  corporal 
"  difhonour  ;  O  !  guide  me  in  fafety  through 
"  the  terrors  of  this  guilty  night  :  ,4et  me  once 
"  more  be  permitted  to  purfue  the  chace  at  thy 
•"  fide  j  and  to  mingle  with  the  happy  virgins, 
•"  whom  Cheerfulnels,  the  daughter  of  Inno- 
<c  cence,  afiembles  at  thy  power  !"  As  fhe  ut- 
tered this  prayer,  fhe  haftily  turned  about ;  and 
the  moment  fhe  made  an  effort  to  go  back,  her 
prayer  was  granted  ;  the  gloom  that  furrounded 
her  was  difiipated  ;  and  fhe  again  perceived  the 
^mild  radiance  of  her  .queen  tremble  upon  the 
foliage  of  the  trees,  and  ckequer  the  path  be- 
fore her  with  a  filvcr  light.  She  now  fprang 
forward,  impelled  by  that  joy  which  her  deliver- 
g  ance 
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ance  had  infpired  :  her  fpeed  was  no  longer  re- 
ftrained  by  the  timidity  of  guilt;  the  folitary 
way  was  repafTed  in  a  moment  ;  and  her  defire 
to  return  had  been  fo  ardent,  that  file  could 
fcarce  believe  it  to  be  accomplifhed. 

IN  the  mean  time,  ENVY  had  entered  the 
grotto,  and  was  expelling  APOLLO  :  fhe  heard 
him  approach  with  a  tumult  of  paflions,  in  which 
pain  was  predominant;  and  fhe  received  him  in 
filence  and  confufion,  which  otherwiie  fhe  would 
have  found  it  difficult  to  feign. 

WHEN  the  momentary  tranfport  which  fhe 
had  thus  obtained,  was  at  an  end,  fhe  perceived 
that  it  had  been  too  dearly  purchafed  with  fafety  : 
(he  reflected  upon  her  fituation  with  terror  ;  and 
wifhed,  too  late,  that  the  Nymph,  whofe  plca- 
fure  fhe  had  intercepted,  had  received  it  in  her 
ftead,  as  it  would  have  been  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  a  fmall  proportion  of  her  pain  :  her 
pain  was  not,  however,  produced  by  regretting 
the  lofs  of  innocence,  but  by  anticipating  the 
punifhment  of  guilt. 

APOLLO,  who  knew  not  how  wretched  and 
malignant  a  being  he  had  clafped  to  his  bofom, 
whiipered  a  thoufand  tender  fentiments,  and 
urged  her  to  reply.  ENVY  was  ftill  filent ;  but 
knowing  that  file  could  not  in  thefecircumftances 
continue  long  undetected,  fhe  fuddenly  collected 
all  her  forces,  and  fprung  from  him,  hoping  to 
N  3  have 
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have  efcaped  unknown  in  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  :  but  juft  as  fhe  reached  the  entrance  of 
the  grotto,  he  again  caught  her  in  his  arms. 
ENVY  fhrieked  in  the  anguifh  of  defpair  ;  and 
the  God  himfelf  ftarted  back  with  aftonifhment  : 
he  would  not,  however,  quit  his  hold  of  th^ 
fugitive  j  and  DIANA,  that  fhe  might  not  lofe 
an  opportunity  to  punifh  incontinence,  darted 
her  rays  diredtly  upon  the  place.  APOLLO  dif- 
covered  the  features  of  ENVY,  and  turned  from 
her  with  abhorrence.  After  a  moment's  recollec- 
tion, looking  again  fternly  upon  her,  "  Loathed 
"  and  detefted  as  thou  art,"  faid  he,  "  I  can- 
"  not  deftroy  thee,  for  thou  art  immortal  as  the 
44  felicity  of  heaven  :  and  I  wim  not  to  deftroy 
"  thee,  for  immortality  is  thy  curfe.  But  may 
"  my  arms  again  embrace  thee,  and  may  thy 
"  bofom  be  again  prefied  to  mine,  if  thy  power 
"  thus  to  profane  the  delights  of  love  end  not 
**  this  moment  for  ever  :  henceforth  thy  face 
"  fhall  be  deformed  with  the  chara&eriftics  of 
"  want  and  age,  and  fnakes  inftead  of  hair 
*'  fhall  be  the  covering  of  thy  head  ;  thy  breafts 
**  fhall  be  lengthened  to  thy  waift,  and  thy  fkin 
"  fhall  be  fuffufed  with  gall,"  While  he  was 
yet  fpeaking,  the  frefhnefs  of  youth  faded  from 
her  cheeks ;  her  eyes  funk  inward  ;  her  trefles, 
that  flowed  in  loofe  ringlets  upon  her  fhoulders, 
were  fuddenly  contradled  j  and  writhing  thcm- 

felrcs 
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fclves  in  various  contortions,  a  brood  of  ferpents 
hilled  round  her  head  ;  her  flefh  became  flaccid, 
her  (kin  appeared  fhri veiled  and  yellow,  and  her 
whole  form  exprelled  at  once  malignity  and 
'  wrotchednclV. 

THUS  changed,  (he  fled  from  the  prefence  of 
APOLLO  :  but  fhe  carried  with  her  not  a  memo- 
rial of  her  crime  only,  but  of  that  pleafure 
which  her  punilhment  had  rendered  it  impoflible 
to  repeat.  A  child,  which  fhe  regarded  as  at 
once  her  glory  and  her  fhame,  was  at  length 
born,  and  afterwards  known  among  mankind  by 
the  name  of  CUNNING. 

IN  CUNNING,  the  qualities  both  of  the  father 
and  the  mother,  as  far  as  they  are  compatible, 
are  united.  As  the  progeny  of  ENVY,  he  re- 
gards whatever  is  amiable  and  good  with  ma- 
lignity; the  end  that  he  propofes,  therefore,  is 
always  the  gratification  of  vice  :  but  he  in- 
herits fo  much  of  his  father's  wifdom,  that  he 
frequently  purfues  that  end  by  the  moil  effectual 
means. 

ALL,  therefore,  whom  WISDOM  would  dif- 
dain  to  counfel,  apply  to  CUNNING.  But  of 
the  votaries  to  CUNNING,  even  thofe  who  fuc- 
cced  are  difappointed :  they  do,  indeed,  fre- 
quently obtain  the  immediate  objecSt  of  their 
wifh ;  but  they  are  ftill  reftlefs  and  unfatisfied  ;  as 
N  4  the 
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the  ftatcfman,  after  he  has  gratified  his  ambi.- 
tion,  ilill  llghs  in  vain  for  felicity. 
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Mundts  —  parvo  fub  lare  Pauperum 
Ccente^  fine  aulceis  ft  ojlro^ 

Sollicitam  explicuere  frontcm.  HoR. 

To  frugal  treats  and  humble  cells, 
With  grateful  change  the  wealthy  fly, 

Where  health-preferving  plainnefs  dwells, 
Far  from  the  carpet's  gaudy  dye. 

Such  fcenes  have  charm'd  the  pangs  of  care, 

And  fmocth'dthe  clouded  forehead  of  defpair. 

FRANCIS. 

OMAR,  the  hermit  of  the  mountain  Aubu- 
kabis,  which  rifes  on  the  eaft  of  Mecca, 
and  overlooks  the  city,  found  one  evening  a 
man  fitting  penfive  and  alone,  within  a  few 
paces  of  his  cell.  Omar  regarded  him  with  at- 
tention, and  perceived  that  his  looks  were  wild 
and  haggard,  and  that  his  body  was  feeble  and 
emaciated  :  the  man  alfo  fecmed  to  gaze  fted- 
f;sftly  on  OMAR  ;  but  fuch  was  the  abftradion 
of  his  mind,  that  his  eye  did  not  immediately 

take 
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take  cognizance  of  its  object.  In  the  moment 
of  recollection  he  ftarted  as  from  a  dream,  he 
covered  his  face  in  confufion,  and  bowed  him- 
felf  to  the  ground.  "  Son  of  affliction,"  faid 
OMAR,  "  who  art  thou,  and  what  is  thy  dif- 
"  trefs  ?"  "  My  name,"  replied  the  ftranger, 
"  is  HASSAN,  and  I  am  a  native  of  this  city  : 
"  the  Angel  of  adverfity  has  laid  his  hand  upon 
"  me;  and  the  wretch'whom  thine  eye  compaf- 
*'  fionates,  thou  canft  not  deliver."  "  To  de- 
"  liver  thec,"  faid  OMAR,  "  belongs  to  HIM 
"  only,  from  whom  we  fhould  receive  with  hu- 
"  mility  both  good  and  evil  ;  yet  hide  not  thy 
*'  life  from  me;  for  the  burthen  which  I  can- 
"  not  remove,  I  may  at  leaft  enable  thee  to 
<c  fuftain."  HASSAN  fixed  his  eyes  upon  the 
ground,  and  remained  fome  time  filent ;  then 
fetching  a  deep  figh,  he  looked  up  at  the  hermit, 
and  thus  complied  with  his  requeft. 

IT  is  now  fix  years,  fince  our  mighty  lord  the 
Caliph  ALMALIC,  whofe  memory  be  bleiTed, 
firft  came  privately  to  worfhip  in  the  temple  of 
the  holy  city.  The  bleflings  which  he  petitioned 
of  the  Prophet,  as  the  Prophet's  vicegerent, 
he  was  diligent  to  difpenfe ;  in  the  intervals  of 
his  devotion,  therefore,  he  went  about  the  city, 
relieving  diftrefs  and  reftraining  oppreflion  :  the 
widow  fmiled  under  his  protection,  and  the 
\veakncfs  of  age  and  infancy  was  fuftained  by 
N  5  his 
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his  bounty.  I,  who  dreaded  no  evil  but  fick- 
nefs,  and  expe&ed  no  good  beyond  the  reward 
of  my  labour,  was  finging;  at  my  work,  when 
ALMALIC  entered  my  dwelling.  He  looked 
round  with  a  fmile  of  complacency  ;  perceiving 
that  though  it  was  mean  it  was  neat,  and  that 
though  I  was  poor  I  appeared  to  be  content. 
As  his  habit  was  that  of  a  pilgrim,  I  haftened  to 
receive  him  with  fuch  hofpitality  as  was  ift  my 
power  ;  and  my  cheerfulncfs  was  rather  increafed 
than  retrained  by  his  prefence.  After  he  had 
accepted  fome  coffee,  he  afked  me  many  quef- 
tions  ;  and  though  by  my  anfwers  I  always  en- 
deavoured to  excite  him  to  mirth,  yet  I  per- 
ceived that  he  grew  thoughtful,  and  eyed  me 
with  a  placid  but  fixed  attention.  I  fufpe&ed 
that  he  had  fome  knowledge  of  me,  and  there- 
lore  inquired  his  country  and  his  name.  "  HAS- 
"  SAN*,"  faid  he,  "  I  have  raifed  thy  curiofity, 
"  and  it  fhall  be  fatisfied  ;  he  who  now  talks 
**  with  thee  is  ALMALIC,  the  fovereign  of  the 
"  faithful,  whofe  feat  is  the  throne  of  Medina, 
*'  and  whofe  commiffion  is  from  above."  Thefe 
words  ftruck  me  dumb  with  aftonifhment, 
though  I  had  fome  doubt  of  their  truth ;  but 
ALMALIC,  throwing  back  his  garment,  difco- 
vered  the  peculiarity  of  his  veft,  and  put  the 
royal  fignet  upon  his  finger.  I  then  ftarted  up, 
and  was  about  to  proftrate  myfelf  before  him, 

but 
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but  he  prevented  me  :  "  HASSAN,"  faid  he, 
"  forbear  ;  thou  art  greater  than  I,  and  from 
"  thee  I  have  at  once  derived  humility  and  wif- 
"  dom."  I  anfwered,  "  Mock  not  thy  fcr- 
"  vant,  who  js  but  as  a  worm  before  thee  : 
"  life  and  death  are  in  thy  hand,  and  hap- 
"  pinefs  and  mifery  are  the  daughters  of  tiiy 
*'  will."  "  HASSAN,"  he  replied,  "  I  can  no 
"  otherwife  give  life  or  happinefs  than  by  not 
"  taking  them  away  :  thou  art  thyfelf  beyond 
"  the  reach  of  my  bounty,  and  pofiefied  of  fe- 
"  licity  which  I  can  neither  communicate  nor 
"  obtain.  My  influence  over  others,  fills  my 
*'  bofom  with  perpetual  follicitude  and  anxiety  ; 
"  and  yet  my  influence  over  others  extends  only 
"  to  their  vices,  whether  I  would  reward  or 
"  punifh.  By  the  bow-ftring,  I  can  reprefs 
"  violence  and  fraud  j  and  by  the  delegation  of 
"  power,  I  can  transfer  the  infatiable  wifties 
"  of  avarice  and  ambition  from  one  object  to 
*'  another  ;  but  with  refpeft  to  virtue,  I  am  im- 
c<  potent :  if  I  could  reward  it,  I  would  reward 
4<  it  in  thee.  Thou  art  content,  and  haft  there- 
*'  fore  neither  avarice  nor  ambition  :  to  exalt 
"  thee,  would  deftroy  the  fimplicity  of  thy  life, 
"  and  diminifh  that  happinefs  which  I  have  no 
"  power  either  to  increafc  or  to  continue.'* 
He  then  rofe  up,  and  commanding  me  not  to 
Jifclofe  his  fecret,  departed. 

N  6  As 
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As  foon  as  I  recovered  from  the  confufion 
and  aftonimment  in  which  the  CALIPH  left 
me,  I  began  to  regret  that  my  behaviour  had  in- 
tercepted his  bounty  ;  and  accufed  that  cheer- 
fulnefs  of  folly,  which  was  the  concomitant  of 
poverty  and  labour.  I  now  repined  at  the  ob- 
fcurity  of  my  Ration,  which  my  former  infenfi- 
bility  had  perpetuated  :  I  neglected  my  labour, 
becaufe  I  defpifed  the  reward  j  I  fpent  the  day 
in  idlenefs,  forming  romantic  projects  to  recover 
the  advantages  which  I  had  loft  $  and  at  night, 
inftead  of  lofmg  myfelf  in  that  fweet  and  re- 
frefhing  fleep,  from  which  I  ufed  to  rife  with 
new  health,  cheerfulnefs,  and  vigour,  I  dreamt 
of  fplendid  habits  and  a  numerous  retinue,  of 
gardens,  palaces,  eunuchs,  and  women,  and 
waked  only  to  regret  the  illusions  chat  had  va- 
aiifhed.  My  health  was  at  length  impaired  by 
the  inquietude  of  my  mind  ;  I  fold  all  my  move- 
ables  for  fubiilttnce  :  and  refcrved  only  a  mat- 
trafs,  upon  which  I  foinetimes  lay  from  one 
night  to  another. 

IN  the  firft  moon  of  the  following  year,  the 
CALIPH  came  again  to  Mecca,  with  the  fame 
fecrecy,  and  for  the  fame  purp;;fes.  He  was 
willing  once  more  to  fee  the  man,  whom  he 
confidered  as  deriving  felicity  from  himk-lf.  But 
he  found  me,  not  finging  at  my  work,  ruddy 
with  health,  and  vivid  with  cheerfulnefs  j  but 

pale 
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pale  and  deje&ed,  fitting  on  the  ground,  and 
chewing  opium,  which  contributed  to  fubftitute 
the  phantoms  of  imagination  for  the  realities  of 
greatnefs.  He  entered  with  a  kind  of  joyful  im- 
patience in  his  countenance,  which,  the  mo- 
ment he  beheld  me,  was  changed  to  a  mixture 
of  wonder  and  pity.  1  had  often  wiflied  for 
another  opportunity  to  addrefs  the  CALIPH  ;  yet 
I  was  confounded  at  his  prefence,  and  throwing 
myfelf  at  his  feet,  I  laid  my  hand  upon  my  head, 
and  was  fpeechlefs.  "  H  A  s  s  A  N,"  fuid  he, 
"  what  canft  thou  have  loft,  whofe  wealth  was 
"  the  labour  of  thy  own  hand  ;  and  what  can 
"  have  made  thee  fad,  the  fpring  of  whofe  joy 
"  was  in  thy  own  bofom  ?  What  evil  hath  be- 
"  fallen  thee  ?  Speak,  and  if  I  .can  remove  it, 
"  thou  art  happy."  I  was  now  encouraged  to 
look  up,  and  1  replied,  "  Let  my  Lord  forgive 
"  the  prefumption  of  his  fervant,  who  rather 
"  than  utter  a  falfehood  would  be*dumb  forever. 
"  I  am  become  wretched  by  the  lofs  of  that 
"  which  I  never  poflefled  :  thou  haft  raifed  wifhes 
*'  which  indeed  I  am  not  worthy  thoa  fhouldft 
"  fatisfy  ;  but  why  (hould  it  bd  thought,  that 
"  he  who  was  happy  in  obfcurity  and  indigence, 
"  would  not  have  been  rendered  more  happy  by 
"  eminence  and  wealth  ?" 

WHEN  I  had  finifned  this  fpeech,  ALMALIC 
ftood  fome  moments  in  fufpenfe,  and  I  continued 

proitrate 
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proftrate  before  him.  "  HASSAN,"  fuid  he,  "  I 
*'  perceive,  not  with  indignation  but  regret, 
"  that  I  miftook  thy  character  ;  I  now  difcover 
"  avarice  and  ambition  in  thy  heart,  which  lay 
"  torpid  only  becaufe  their  objects  were  too  re- 
"  mote  to  rouze  them.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
*'  invert  thee  with  authority,  becaufe  I  would 
"  not  fubje£  my  people  to  oppreflion ;  and  be- 
"  caufe  I  would  not  be  compelled  to  punim  thee 
"  for  crimes  which  I  firft  enabled  thee  to  com- 
"  mit.  But  as  I  have  taken  from  thee  that 
"  which  I  cannot  reftore,  I  will  at  leaft  gratify 
«'  the  wifhes  that  I  excited,  left  thy  heart  accufe 
**  me  of  injuftice,  and  thou  continue  ftill  a 
"  ftranger  to  thyfelf.  Arife,  therefore,  and  fol- 
"  low  me."  I  fprung  from  the  ground  as  it 
were  with  the  wings  of  an  eagle  ;  I  kifled  the 
hem  of  his  garment  in  an  extafy  of  gratitude  and 
jov  ;  and  when  I  went  out  of  my  houfe,  my 
heart  leaped  as  if  I  had  efcaped  from  the  den  of 
a  lion.  I  followed  ALMALIC  to  the  Caravanfera 
in  which  he  lodged  ;  and  after  he  had  fulfilled 
his  vows,  he  took  me  with  him  to  Medina.  He 
gave  me  an  apartment  in  the  Seraglio;  I  was 
attended  by  his  own  fervants  ;  my  provifion-5 
were  fent  from  his  own  table ;  and  I  received 
every  week  a  fum  from  his  treafury,  which  ex- 
ceeded the  moft  romantic  of  my  expectations. 
But  I  foon  difcovered,  that  uo  dainty  was  fo 

Uftcfulj 
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tafteful,  as  the  food  to  which  labour  procured  an 
appetite  ;  no  (lumbers  fo  fweet,  as  thofe  which 
wearinefs  invited  j  and  no  time  fo  well  en- 
joyed, as  that  in  which  diligence  is  expe&ing 
its  reward.  I  remembered  thefe  enjoyments 
with  regret ;  and  while  I  was  fighing  in  the  midft 
of  fuperfluities,  which  though  they  encumbered 
life,  yet  I  could  not  give  up,  they  were  fuddenly 
taken  away. 

ALMARIC,  in  the  midft  of  the  glory  of  his 
kingdom,  and  in  the  full  vigour  of  his  life,  ex- 
pired fuddenly  in  the  bath  ;  fuch,  thou  knowefr., 
was  the  deftiny,  which  the  ALMIGHTY  had 
written  upon  his  head. 

His  fon  AUBUBEKER,  who  fucceeded  to  the 
throne,  was  incenfed  againft  me,  by  fome  who 
regarded  me  at  once  with  contempt  and  envy  : 
he  fuddenly  withdrew  my  penfion,  and  com- 
manded that  I  fhould  be  expelled  the  palace  ;  a 
command  which  my  enemies  executed  with  fo 
much  rigour,  that  within  twelve  hours  I  found 
myfelf  in  the  ftrcets  of  Medina,  indigent  and 
friendlefs,  expofed  to  hunger  and  derifion,  with 
all  the  habits  of  luxury,  and  all  the  fenfibility  of 
pride.  Q  !  let  not  thy  heart  defpife  me,  thou 
whom  experience  has  not  taught,  that  it  is  mifery 
to  lofe  thnt  which  it  is  not  happinefs  to  pofTefs. 
O  !  that  for  me,  this  leflfon  had  not  been  written 
on  the  tablets  of  PROVIDENCE  !  I  have  travelled 

from 


280  THE     ADVENTURER.         No.  $1. 

from  Medina  to  Mecca  ;  but  I  cannot  fly  from 
myfelf.  How  different  are  the  ftates  in  which  I 
have  been  placed  !  The  remembrance  of  both  is 
bitter ;  for  the  pleafure  of  neither  can  return. 
HASSAN,  having  thus  ended  his  ftory,  fmote  his 
hands  together,  and  looking  upward  burft  into 
tears. 

OMAR,  having  waited  till  this  agony  was 
paft,  went  to  him,  and  taking  him  by  the  hand, 
"  My  fon,"  faid  he,  "  more  is  yet  in  thy  power 
"  than  ALMALIC  could  give,  or  AUBUBEKER 
**  take  away.  The  lellbn  of  thy  life  the  Prophet 
«'  has  in  mercy  appointed  me  to  explain. 

"  Thou  waft  once  content  with  poverty  and 
"  labour,  only  becaufe  they  were  become  habi- 
"  tual,  and  eafe  and  affluence  were  placed  be- 
*'  yond  thy  hope;  for  when  eafe  and  affluence 
'*  approached  tnce,  thou  waft  content  with  po- 
"  verty  and  labour  no  more.  That  which  then 
**  became  the  object  was  alfo  the  bound  of  thy 
**  hope  ;  and  he,  whofe  utmoft  hope  is  difap- 
"  pointed,  muft  inevitably  be  wretched.  If  thy 
'*  fupreme  defire  had  been  the  delights  of  Para- 
*'  dife,  and  thou  hadft  believed  that  by  the  tenor 
"  of  thy  life  thefe  delights  had  been  fecured,  as 
44  more  could  not  have  been  given  thee,  thou 
"  wouldft  not  have  regretted  that  lefs  was  not 
"  offered.  The  content  which  was  once  en- 
"  joyed  was  but  the  lethargy  of  the  foul  ;  and 

"  the 
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**  the  diftrefs  which  is  now  fuffercd,  will  but 
"  quicken  it  to  a£tion.  Depart,  therefore,  and 
c'  be  thankful  for  all  things  :  put  thy  truft  in 
"  HIM,  who  alone  can  gratify  the  wifh  of 
"  reafon,  and  fatisfy  the  foul  with  good  :  fix 
u  thy  hope  upon  that  portion,  in  comparifon  of 
"  which  the  world  is  as  the  drop  of  the  bucket, 
"  and  the  duft  of  the  balance.  Return,  my  fon, 
"  to  thy  labour  ;  thy  food  fhall  be  again  taftcful, 
"  and  thy  reft  fhall  be  fweet :  to  thy  content  alfo 
"  will  be  added  {lability,  when  it  depends  not 
"  upon  that  which  is  poffeffed  upon  earth,  but 
"  upon  that  which  is  expected  in  HEAVEN.'* 

HASSAN,  upon  whofe  mind  the  Angel  of  in- 
ftruclion  imprefied  the  counfel  of  OMAR,  haf- 
tened  to  proftrate  himfelf  in  the  temple  of  the 
Prophet.  Peace  dawned  upon  his  mind  like  the 
radiance  of  the  morning  :  he  returned  to  his 
labour  with  cheerful nefs  ;  his  devotion  became 
fervent  and  habitual  :  and  the  latter  days  of 
HASSAN  were  happier  than  the  firft. 
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NUMB.  33.  TUESDAY,  February  27,  1753. 

Laid  anguis  In  herba.  ViRG- 

Within  the  grafs  conceal'd  a  fcrpent  lies. 

To  the  ADVENTURER. 
S  I  R, 

AS   the  view  of  public  undertakings  ihoulJ 
be  the  public  good,  no  foible  that  is  pre- 
judicial to  fociety  can  be  too  trifling  to  be  ani- 
madverted upon.    I  far;!!,  therefore,  without  any 
farther  apology,  lay  before  you  one  of  the  great- 
eft  impediments  to  the  pleafure  of  converfation  ; 
an  artful  manner  of  conveying  keen  reproaches 
and  harm  fatires,  under  t.i-  ^..o;:ife  of  difcour- 
ling  on  general  fubje^.s,    which   feem  quite  fo- 
reign to  any  thing  that  may  concern   the  com- 
pany.    Thus,  inftead  of  endeavouring  to  ,..^r- 
tain  each  other  with  cheerful  good-humour,  moft 
converfations  are  carried  on,  as  Hudibras  fays, 
"  With  words,  far  bitterer  than  wormwood, 
"  That  would  in  Job  or  Grizzcl  ftir  mood." 

IT  is  an  old  and  a  juft  obfervation,  that  no 
fituation  can  well  be  lefs  entertaining,  than  that 
of  a  third  perfon  to  lovers  :  yet  while  decency 
is  prefervcd,  which  is  generally  the  cafe  before 

marriage. 
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marriage,  and  by  fenfibJe  and  well-bred  people 
afterwards ;  even  in  this  fituation,  the  mind  that 
is  ftored  with  any  images  of  its  own,  may  amufe 
itfelf  j  and  the  heart  that  is  fraught  with  any 
good-nature  may  find  fome  fatisfadlion  in  confi- 
dering  the  pleafure  which  the  fond  lovers  enjoy 
in  the  company  of  each  other.  But  from  the 
uneafmeis  of  being  a  third  perfon  to  QUAR- 
RELLERS,  there  is  no  relief:  your  own  thoughts 
are  broke  in  upon  by  the  jarring  difcord  of  your 
companions;  and  they  will  neither  contribute  to 
your  entertainment,  nor  even  fuffer  you  to  retain 
the  tranquillity  of  your  own  bofonv. 

AMONGST  the  vulgar,  where  the  men  vent 
their  paflions  by  fwearing,  and  the  women  by 
fcolding  or  crying,  their  quarrels  are  generally 
foon  made  up,  nor  does  any  danger  remain  after 
reconciliation.  But  in  higher  life,  where  fuch 
efforts  are  reftrained  by  good-breeding,  and  where 
people  have  learned  to  difguife,  not  to  fubdue 
their  pafllons,  an  inveterate  rancour  often  lies 
corroding  in  the  breaft,  and  generally  produces 
.all  the  effects  of  inexorable  malice. 
£  PEOPLE  confider  not,  that  by  family  repartees 
and  oblique  reflections  on  each  fide,  the  very 
inmoft  fecrets  of  their  lives  are  difclofed  to  their 
common  acquaintance  ;  and  that  they  oftentimes 
inconfiderately  lay  open  to  their  worft  enemies, 
faults  and  imperfections  in  themfelves  and  their 

relations, 
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relations,  which  they  would  take  pains  to  con- 
ceal from  their  c!~arefi  friends. 

To  give  you  a  full  idea  of  what  I  mean,  I 
fend  you  a  hiftory  of  my  life  and  adventures  for 
one  day  j  2nd  I  wim  I  could  fay  it  \vas  the  only 
one,  in  whLh  I  have  been  witnefs  to  fuch  dif- 
•agreeable  fccnes  as  are  here  reprefented. 

IN  the  morning  I  breakfafted  with  two  voting, 
ladies.  Mifs  HARRIET  ihe  elder  filler  was  about 
the  age  of  nineteen,  and  Mifs  FANNY  the 
younger};  not  quite  fevemecn.  Their  parents 
-are  able  amply  to  provide  for  them  ;  and  have 
fpared  no  coft  in  matters  of  every  kind,  in  order 
to  give  them  all  fafhioiK.ble  female  accomplrfh- 
ments.  Ever  fmce  they  have  quitted  the  nurfery, 
they  have  been  indulged  in  feeing  their  own 
company  in  Mifs  HARRIET'S  drefling-room, 
which  is  finimed  and  adorned  with  great  ele- 
gance of  tafte  and  profufion  of  expence.  They 
are  both  poflefTed  of  no  fmall  mare  of  beauty, 
with  fo  much  quicknefs  of  apprehenfion  and 
ready  wit,  as  might,  if  rightly  applied,  render 
them  extremely  entertaining.  Not  one  real  mif- 
fortune  can  they  yet  have  met  with,  to  four 
their  tempers  or  fupprefs  their  vivacity  :  yet  1 
could  plainly  fee,  that  they  were  very  far  from 
being  happy,  and  that  their  unhappinefs  arofe 
from  their  continual  bickerings  with  each  other. 
After  breakfaft,  Mils  FANNY  took  up  a  volume 

of 
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of  Shakefpcar's  plays  that  lay  in  the  window, 
and  out  of  the  Midfummer  Night's  Dream,  read 
.the  following  part  of  a  fpccch  which  Helena 
makes  to  her  friend  Hennia,  in  the  third  a6t : 

*'  Injurious  Hennia,  mofc  ungrateful  maid  ! 
'"  Have  you  .contrived,  ha/e  you  with  thefe 

"  contrived 

"  To  bait  me  with  this  foul  derifion  ? 
"  Is  all  the  counfel  that  wo  two  have  fharcd, 
**  The  fitters  vows,  the  hours  that  we  have 

"  fpent, 

"  When  we  have  chid  the  hafty-footed  time 
"  For  parting  us  j  O  !  and  is  all  forgot !" 

Then  laying  down  the  book,  with  the  tears  half 
ftarting  from  her  eyes,  {he  looked  earneftly  at 
her  filler,  and,  in  a  tone  more  theatrical  than  I 
wifh  to  hear  off  the  ftage,  cried  out,  "  Oh  ! 
*'  wretched  Helena,  unhappy  maid  !  I  wonder 
"  not  that  in  your  circumftahces  you  imagined 
41  that  every  word  was  intended  as  an  infult; 
•"  fmce  no  doubt  you  had  often  experienced  fuch 
*4  inhuman  treatment."  Mils  HARRIET  with 
fome  warmth  anfwered,  "  You  fliould  remem- 
"  ber,  SISTER,  that  Helena  was  a  foolifh  weak 
*'  girl,  fond  of  a  man  that  defpifed  her;  and  it 
"  was  kind  of  any  body  to  endeavour  to  cure 
"  h^r  of  fuch  a  mean-fpirited  paflion." 

FANNY. 
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FANNY.  'Tis  always  cruel,  SISTER,  to  infult 
the  wretched. 

HARRIET.  Thofe  that  are  miferable  by  their 
own  folly,  Miss  FANNY,  will  call  every  thing 
infult  and  reproach,  that  tends  not  to  foothe  and 
encourage  them  in  a  filly  paflion. 

FANNY.  If  love  is  a  filly  paflion,  Miss  HAR- 
RIET, I  know  fome  mighty  wife  people  that 
have  felt  its  power. 

HARRIET.  I  don't  fay  love  is  a  filfy  partlon, 
where  it  is  properly  placed :  btit  I  know,  MA- 
DAM, that  a  hcadftrong  young  girl  will  always 
be  angry  with  every  one  that  advifes  her  for  her 
own  good. 

FANNY.  And  I  know  alfo,  MADAM—- 
AS foon  as  the  affectionate  name  of  SISTER 
was  dropped,  and  the  ceremony  of  Miss  fup- 
plied  its  place,  I  even  then  began  to  fear,  left 
ceremony  would  alfo  undergo  the  fame  fate,  and 
that  paflion  at  laft  would  introduce  open  rude- 
nefs :  but  the  word  MADAM  doubly  retorted, 
no  fooner  reached  my  ears,  than,  trembling  for 
the  event,  I  interrupted  the  dialogue  by  taking 
my  leave  j  and  I  doubt  not  but  any  one  from 

this 
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this  fketch  may  eafily  be  able  to  paint  in  what 
manner  theie  young  ladies  pafs  moft  of  their 
hours  together. 

FROM  hence  I  went  to  vifit  three  coufins, 
who,  although  they  had  moderate  independent 
fortunes,  yet  had  for  fome  years  lived  together 
as  one  family.  They  were  women  of  an  ob- 
fcure  and  low  education,  but  commonly  reputed 
good-natured.  I  took  it  for  granted,  therefore, 
that  I  mould  meet  with  fome  harmony  amongft 
them:  but  by  their  converfation  I  foon  found, 
that  they  continued  under  the  fame  roof,  for  no 
other  reafon,  but  becaufe  each  fancied  herfelf 
obliged  to  it  fhe  knew  not  why,  and  could  not 
tell  how  to  extricate  herfelf  from  imaginary 
chains. 

WHATEVER  converfation  I  began  with  a 
defign  of  amufing  them,  was  interrupted  by 
their  all  talking  at  once  upon  the  fubjecl  which 
lecmed  uppermoft  in  their  minds;  and  proving 
to  a  demonftration,  that  one  perfon  could  live 
by  herfelf  much  cheaper  than  with  a  companion ; 
and  each  feparately  declared,  that  SHE  could 
live  for  a  mere  trifle,  was  it  not  for  expenfive 
connexions.  Then  running  through  every  branch 
of  houfe-keeping,  each  inveighed  ftrongly  againft 
fome  article,  which  either  fhe  did  not  like,  or 
from  ill  health  could  not  enjoy,  and  which  fhe 
knew  alfo  to  be  agreeable  to  her  companions. 

This 
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This  difcourfe  was  too  vulgar  as  well  as  difagree- 
able  to  be  long  endured;  I  therefore  haftened 
off  as  fad  as  poilible  and  went  to  dinner,  where 
the  family  confifted  of  an  old  gentleman  and 
lady,  their  two  daughters,  and  two  young  gen- 
tlemen, who",  I  foon  found,  were  the  intended 
lovers  of  the  young  ladies.  By  intended  lovers, 
I  mean,  they  were  young  gentlemen,  whofe 
fortunes  and  characters  were  agreeable  to  the 
parents;  and  the  defign  of  this  interview  was 
for  the  young  people  to  fee  whether  they  were 
agreeable  to  each  other.  I  now  expected  the 
higheft  fcene  of  checrfulnefs  and  good-humour ; 
for  on  fuch  occafions  both  gentlemen  and  ladies 
generally  drefs  themfelves  in  their  beft  looks  and 
their  beft  humour,  as  certainly  as  in  their  beft 
and  moft  becoming  clothes.  The  two  gentle- 
men I  foon  perceived  had  made  a  feparate  choice; 
but,  unfortunately,  the  two  ladies  were  both  bent 
on  the  conqueft  of  the  fame  man ;  to  compafs 
which,  their  features  and  perfons,  through  affec- 
tation, were  thrown  into  a  thoufand  diftortions. 
From  an  envious  fear  of  each  other's  fticcefs, 
lowring  fufpicion  fat  upon  their  brows;  and 
their  eyes,  which  were  naturally  piercing,  darted 
forth  fuch  malignant  glances  at  each  other,  that 
they  loft  all  their  beauty,  and,  from  being  turned 
fo  many  ways  at  once,  looked  as  if  they  fquinted. 
Their  whole  difcourfe  confifted  of  fharp  re- 

fle&ions 
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fleftions  againft  coquetry;  each  infinuating  in 
pretty  intelligible  terms,  that  the  other  wac  a 
finifhed  coquet :  and  indeed  they  fpared  not,  in 
an  indirect  manner,  to  accufe  each  other  of  every 
ill  quality  in  human  nature.  How  this  recom- 
mended them  to  their  lovers,  I  know  not ;  but  it 
made  their  company,  partly  through  companion, 
and  partly  through  indignation,  ib  unpleafant  to 
me,  that  as  foon  as  I  could,  confiftent  with 
civility,  I  took  my  leave,  and  clofed  this  agree- 
able day  with  a  married  couple,  the  motive  of 
ivhofe  coining  together  was  faid  to  be  love,  for 
no  other  could  well  be  afligned  for  it.  They  had 
been  married  Ibme  years,  but  h;id  no  children  j 
which  I  foon  found  was  no  fmall  grief  to  the 
hufband,  by  his  talking  in  raptures  of  every 
prattling  child  he  had  met  with  abroad  ;  to  which 
the  wife  always  anfwered,  that  fhc  was  flck  of 
hearing  of  nothing  but  the  monkey  tricks  of  a. 
parcel  of  fcnfelefs  brats.  As  they  were  both 
people  of  tolerable  underftanding,  and  were  fail 
to  be  very  fond  of  reading,  I  endeavoured  to 
turn  the  difcourfe  into  another  channel,  which 
was  pretty  eafily  done,  and  they  with  great  rea- 
dincfs  entered  into  a  converfation  on  plays  and 
books  of  amulement.  But  here  again  not  a  fingle 
character  could  be  mentioned,  without  cauftng  a 
warm  difpute  between  the  hufband  and  wife,  flic 
moft  outrageoufly  inveighed  againft  every  ex- 
VOL.  I.  O  amply 


29<J  THE     ADVENTURER.         No.  33. 

ample  of  a  kind  and  obliging  wife,  whofe  be- 
haviour, ihe  faid,  was  the  effect  of  a  paltry 
meannefs  of  fpirit ;  while  he  burft  out  in  raptures 
on  the  happinefs  of  every  libertine,  who  was  not 
bound  by  the  uneafy  fetters  of  matrimony.  Both 
had  fome  poetical  paffage  ready  to  repeat  in  fup- 
port  of  their  decifions ;  and  their  eyes  were  al- 
ternately caft  towards  me,  as  claiming  my  ap- 
probation. 

COULD  I  poffibly  want  to  be  farther  informed 
of  their  private  hiftory  ?  Or  can  I  claim  to  my- 
felf  any  peculiar  penetration,  for  faying  that  Mr. 

B is  grown  fick  of  his  wife,  and  is  a  man 

of  pleafure  and  intrigue  ;  and  that  Ihe  leads  him 
a  weary  life  from  fufpicion  of  his  amours,  being 
refolved  not  to  incur  that  cenfure  of  mean-fpi- 
ritednefs,  which  fhe  caft  on  every  character  that 
exemplified  any  degree  of  patience  and  acquief- 
cence  towards  a  hufband  ?  Nay,  without  the 
leaft  fpark  of  divination,  I  will  venture  to  fore- 

tel,  that  Mr.  B ,  driven  from  his  own  houfe 

by  the  petulance  and  clamours  of  his  wife,  will 
fpend  moft  of  his  time  with  fome  favourite  courte- 
zan, whofe  intereft  it  is  to  engage  him  by  cheer- 

fulnefs  and  good-humour:  and  that  Mrs.  B , 

piqued  at  the  neglect  of  her  charms,  may  pof- 
iibly  revnfee  the  inconftancy  of  her  hufband,  by 
facrificing  her  own  virtue  and  honour. 

IF, 
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IF,  Sir,  you  can  prevail  with  people  not  to 
cxpofe  themfelves  in  this  manner,  and  can  per- 
fuade  them,  that  GOOD-HUMOUR  would  be  a 
more  agreeable  entertainment  to  their  guefts, 
than  the  moft  coftly  provifions;  you  will  cer- 
tainly do  an  eflential  piece  of  fcrvice  to  fociety, 
and  you  may  command  all  the  afiiftance  in  the 
power  of 

*#*  Your  moil  obedient,  &c. 

MYRTILLA. 
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Has  totles  optata  exeglt  gloria  pccnas.         Juv. 
Such  fate  purfues  the  votaries  of  praife. 

To  the  ADVENTURER. 

SIR,  Fleet-prifon,  Feb.  24. 

^TT^O  a  benevolent  difpofition,  every  {late  of 

•*•      life  will  afford  fome  opportunities  of  con- 

tributing to  the  welfare  of  mankind.     Opulence 

and  fplendor  are  enabled  to  difpel  the  cloud  of  aJ- 

verfity,  to  dry  up  the  tears  of  the  widow  and  the 

orphan,  and  to  increafe  the  felicity  of  all  around 

O  2  them  : 
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th  m:  their  example  will  animate  virtue,  and 
retard  the  progrefs  of  vice.  And  even  indigence 
and  obfcurity,  though  without  power  to  confer 
happinefs,  may  at  leaft  prevent  mifery,  and  ap- 
prize thofe  who  are  blinded  by  their  pa/lions  that 
they  are  on  the  brink  of  irremediable  calamity. 

PLEASED,  therefore,  with  the  thought  of  re- 
covering others  from  that  folly  which  has  embit- 
tered my  own  days,  I  have  prefumed  to  addrefs 
the  ADVENTURER  from  the  dreary  manfions  of 
wretchednefs  and  defpair,  of  which  the  gates 
are  fo  wonderfully  conftrucled,  as  to  fly  open 
for  the  reception  of  ftrangers,  though  they  are 
impervious  as  a  rock  of  adamant  to  fuch  as  are 
w\thin  them : 

•  '      Facllls  defeenfus  Avernl-t 

Noftes  atque  dies  patet  atri  janua  Ditis  : 

Sfd  revccare  gradum^  juperafqut   evadere   ad 

auras, 
Hoc  opus  hie  labor  eft,  ViRc. 

The  gates  of  hell  are  open  night  and  day; 
Smooth  the  defcent,  and  eafy  is  the  way: 
But  to  return  and  view  the  cheerful  fkies  j 
In  this  the  talk  and  mighty  labour  lies. 

DRYDEN. 

SUFFER  me  to  acquaint  you,  Sir,  that  I  have 
glittered  at  the  ball,  and  fparkled  in  the  circle  j 

that 
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that  I  have  had  the  happinefs  to  be  the  unknown 
favourite  of  an  unknown  lady  at  the  mafquerade, 
have  been  the  delight  of  tables  of  the  firft  fafhion, 
and  the  envy  of  my  brother  beaux ;  and  to  de- 
fcend  a  little  lower,  it  is,  I  believe,  ftill  re- 
membered, that  Mcffrs.  Velours  and  d'Efpagnc 
ftand  indebted  for  a  great  part  of  their  prefcnt 
influence  at  Guildhall,  to  the  elegance  of  my 
fhape,  and  the  graceful  freedom  of  my  car- 
riage. 

— Sed  qu&  praclara  et  profpera  tanti\ 

Vt  rebut  Itctis  par  fit  menjura  malorum  !    Juv. 

See  the  wild  purchafe  of  the  bold  and  vain, 
Where  every  blifs  is  bought  with  equal  pain  ! 

As  I  entered  into  the  world  very  young,  with 
an  elegant  perfon  and  a  large  eftate,  it  was  not 
long  before  I  difentanglcd  myfclf  from  the 
fhackles  of  religion  j  for  I  was  determined  to 
the  purfuit  of  pleafure,  which  according  to  my 
notions  confided  in  the  unreftrained  and  un- 
limited gratifications  of  every  paflion  and  every 
appetite  ;  and  as  this  could  not  be  obtained  un- 
der the  frowns  of  a  perpetual  dictator,  I  con- 
fidered  religion  as  my  enemy  j  and  proceeding 
to  treat  her  with  contempt  and  derifion,  was 
not  a  little  delighted,  that  the  unfafhionablenefs 
of  her  appearance,  and  the  unanimatcd  uniformity 
03  of 
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of  her  motions,  afforded  frequent  opportunities 
for  the  fallies  of  my  imagination. 

CONCEIVING  now  that  I  was  fuificiently  qua- 
lified to  laugh  away  fcruples,  I  imparted  my  re- 
marks to  thofe  among  my  female  favourites, 
whofe  virtue  I  intended  to  attack  ;  for  I  was  well 
allured,  that  pride  would  be  able  to  make  but  a 
weak  defence,  when  religion  was  fubverted  ;  nor 
was  my  fuccefs  below  my  expectation  :  the  love 
of  pleafure  is  too  ftrongly  implanted  in  the  fe- 
male bread,  to  fuffer  them  fcrupuloufly  to  ex- 
amine the  validity  of  arguments  defigned  to 
weaken  reftraint ;  all  are  eafily  led  to  believe, 
that  whatever  thwarts  their  inclination  muft  be 
wrong:  little  more,  therefore,  was  required, 
than  by  the  addition  of  fome  circumftances,  and 
the  exaggeration  of  others,  to  make  merriment 
fupply  the  place  of  demonftradon  ;  nor  was  I  Ib 
fenfelefs  as  to  offer  arguments  to  fuch  as  coukl 
not  attend  to  them,  and  with  whom  a  repartee 
or  catch  would  more  effectually  anfwefthe  fame 
purpofe.  This  being  effected,  there  remained 
only  "  the  dread  of  the  world  :"  but  ROJCANA 
foared  too  high,  to  think  the  opinion  of  others 
\\orthy  her  notice;  LJETITIA  feemed  to  think 
of  it  only  to  declare,  that  "  if  all  her  hairs  were 
"  worlds,"  flic  fhould  reckon  them  "  well  loft 
"  for  love;"  and  PASTORELLA  fondly  con- 
ceived, that  (he  could  dwell  for  ever  by  the  fide 

of 
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of  a  bubbling  fountain,  content  with  her  fwain 
and  fleecy  care  j  without  confidering  that  ftill- 
nefs  and  folitude  can  afford  fatisfa&ion  only  to 
innocence. 

IT  is  not  the  defire  of  new  acquisitions,  but 
the  glory  of  conquefts,  that  fires  the  foldier's 
breaft ;  as  indeed  the  town  is  feldom  worth 
much,  when  it  has  fuffered  the  devaluations  of  a 
fiege  ;  fo  that  though  I  did  not  openly  declare 
the  effe&s  of  my  own  prowefs,  which  is  for- 
bidden by  the  laws  of  honour,  it  cannot  be 
fuppofed  that  I  was  very  follicitous  to  bury  my 
reputation,  or  to  hinder  accidental  difcoverics. 
To  have  gained  one  victory,  is  an  inducement 
to  hazard  a  fecond  engagement  :  and  though 
the  fuccefs  of  the  general  fhould  be  a  reafon 
for  increafing  the  ftrength  of  the  fortification, 
it  becomes,  with  many,  a  pretence  for  an  im- 
mediate furrendcr,  under  the  notion  that  no 
power  is  able  to  withftand  fo  formidable  an  ad- 
verfary ;  while  others  brave  the  danger,  and 
think  it  mean  to  furrender,  and  daftardly  to  fly. 
MELISSA,  indeed,  knew  better ;  and  though 
fhe  could  not  boaft  the  apathy,  fteadinefs,  and 
inflexibility  of  a  Cato,  wanted  not  the  more 
prudent  virtue  of  Scipio,  and  gained  the  victory 
by  declining  the  conteft. 

You  muft  not,  however,  imagine,  that  I  was, 

during    this  ftate  of  abandoned  libertmifn>,  fo 

O  4  fully 
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fully  convinced  of  the  fitnefs  of  my  own  con- 
tlucl:,  as  to  be  free  from  uneafmefs.  I  knew 
very  well,  that  I  might  juflly  be  deemed  the 
peft  of  fociety,  and  that  fuch  proceedings  muft 
terminate  in  the  deftruclion  of  my  health  and 
fortune  j  but  to  admit  thoughts  of  this  kind  was 
to  live  upon  the  rack  :  I  fled,  therefore,  to  the 
regions  of  mirth  and  jollity,  as  they  are  called, 
end  endeavoured  with  burgundy,  and  a  con- 
tinual rotation  of  company,  to  free  myfelf  from 
the  pangs  of  reflection.  From  thefe  orgies  we 
frequently  fallted  forth  in  queft  of  adventures, 
to  the  no  fmall  terror  and  confternation  of  all  the 
fober  ftragglers  that  came  in  our  way  :  and 
though  we  never  injured,  like  our  illuftrious 
progenitors,  the  Mohocks,  either  life  or  limbs  ; 
yet  we  have  in  the  midft  of  Covent-Garden  bu- 
ried a  taylor,  who  had  been  troublefome  to 
fome  of  our  fine  gentlemen,  beneath  a  heap  of 
cabbage-kaves  and  ftalks,  with  this  conceit, 

Satia  te  caule  quern  fem$er  cupifti. 

Glut  yourfelf  with   cabbage,  of  which  you 
have  always  been  greedy. 

THERE  can  be  no  reafon  for  mentioning  the 
common  exploits  of  breaking  windows  and  bruif- 
ing  the  watch  j  unlefs  it  be  to  tell  you  of  the 
device  of  producing  before  the  juftice  broken  lan- 

thornSj 
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thorns,  which  have  been  paid  for  a  hundred 
times  :  or  their  appearances  with  patches  on 
their  heads,  under  pretence  of  heing  cut  by  the 
fword  that  was  never  drawn  :  nor  need  I  fay  any 
thing  of  the  more  formidable  attack  of  fturdy 
chairmen,  armed  with  poles  ;  by  a  flight  ftroke 
of  which,  the  pride  of  Ned  Revel's  face  was  at 
once  laid  flat,  and  that  effected  in  an  inftant, 
which  its  moft  mortal  foe  had  for  years  aflaycd  in 
vain.  I  (hall  pafs  over  the  accidents  that  attend 
attempts  to  fcale  windows,  and  endeavours  to 
diflodge  figns  from  their  hooks  :  there  are  many 
**  hair-breadth  'fcapes,"  befides  thofe  in  the 
"  imminent  deadly  breach  ;"  but  the  rake's  life, 
though  it  be  equally  hazardous  with  that  of  the 
foldier,  is  neither  accompanied  with  prefent  ho- 
nour nor  with  pleafmg  retrofpecl :  fuch  is,  and 
fuch  ought  to  be  the  difference,  between  the 
enemy  raid  the  preferver  of  his  country. 

AMIDST  fuch  giddy  and  thoughtlcfs  extra- 
vagance, it  will  not  feem  flrange,  that  I  was 
often  the  dupe  of  coarfe  flattery.  When  Monf. 
L'Allonge  aflured  me,  that  I  thruft  quart  over 
arm  better  than  any  man  in  England,  what 
could  I  lefs  than  prefent  him  with  a  fword  that 
cofl  me  thirty  pieces  ?  I  was  bound  for  a  hundred 
pounds  for  Tom  Trippet,  becaufe  he  had  de- 
clared that  he  would  dance  a  minuet  with  any 
man  in  the  three  kingdoms  except  myfelf.  ]J  »t 
05  I  often 
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I  often  parted  with  money  againft  my  inclination, 
either  becaufe  I  wanted  the  refolution  to  refufe, 
or  dreaded  the  appellation  of  a  niggardly  fellow  ; 
and  I  may  be  truly,  faid  to  have  fquandereJ  my 
cftate,  without  honour,  without  friends,  and 
without  pleafure.  The  laft  may,  perhaps,  ap- 
pear ftrange  to  men  unacquainted  with  the  maf- 
querade  of  life  :  I  deceived  others,  and  I  endea- 
voured to  deceive  myfelf  j  and  have  worn  the 
face  of  pleafantry  and  gaiety,  while  my  heart 
fuffered  the  moft  exquifite  torture. 

BY  the  inftigation  and  encouragement  of  my 
friends,  I  became  at  length  ambitious  of  a  feat 
in  parliament ;  and  accordingly  fet  out  for  the 
town  of  Wallop  in  the  weft,  where  my  arrival 
was  welcomed  by  a  thoufand  throats,  and  I  was 
in  three  days  fure  of  a  majority  :  but  after 
drinking  out  one  hundred  and  fifty  hogmeads 
of  wine,  and  bribing  two-thirds  of  the  corpo- 
ration twice  over,  I  had  ,the  mortification  to 
find,  that  the  borough  had  been  before  fold  to 
Mr.  Courtly. 

IN  a  life  of  this  kind,  my  fortune,  though 
confiderable,  was  prefently  diffipated  ;  and  as 
the  attraction  grows  more  ftrong  the  nearer  any 
body  approaches  the  earth,  when  once  a  man 
begins  to  fink  into  poverty,  he  falls  with  velocity 
always  increasing  j  every  fupply  is  purchafed  at 
a  higher  and  higher  price,  and  every  office  of 

kindnefs 
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kindnefs  obtained  with  greater  and  greater  dif- 
ficulty. Having  now  acquainted  you  with  my 
ftate  of  elevation,  I  fhall,  if  you  encourage  the 
continuance  of  my  correfpondence,  fhcw  you  by 
what  fleps  I  clefcendcd  from  a  firft  floor  in  Pall- 
Mall  to  my  prcient  habitation. 

I  am,  SI  R, 
T  Your  humble  fervant, 

MISARGYRUS. 


NUMB.  35.  TUESDAY,  March  6,  1753- 
•  Ceklrare  domejlica  faRa. 


We  find  fit  fubje&s  for  our  verfe  at  home. 

ROSCOM. 

To  the  ADVENTURER. 
S  I  R, 

ONE  of  the  improvements  of  life  in  which 
the  preient  age  have  excelled  all  that  have 
gone  before,  is  the  quick  circulation  of  intelli- 
gence, the  -faithful   and  cafy  communication  of 
events  paft  and  future,  by  the  multitude  of  news- 
papers which  have  been  contrived  to  amufe  or 
5  inform 
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imform  us.  But  as  thefe  performances,  whether 
daily  or  weekly,  are  commonly  the  productions 
of  induftrious  indigence,  unacquainted  with  the 
higher  clafles  of  mankind,  my  cotemporaries 
have  left  to  me  the  province  of  relating  what 
immediately  paffes  in  the  fafhionable  world. 
I  (hall,  therefore,  give  up  to  my  brother  jour- 
nalifts  the  dreams  of  politicians,  the  difputes  of 
empires,  and  the  fluctuations  of  commerce ; 
and  apply  myfelf  intirely  to  that  more  important 
bufmefs  which  claims  every  one's  attention  that 
has  the  happinefs  of  living  within  the  circle  of 
politenefs.  I  have  accordingly  formed  the  plan 
of  anew  paper  calculated  folely  for  high  life,  in 
which  will  be  contained  a  periodical  account  of 
the  rife,  pregrefs,  and  dcclenfion  of  fafhions  ; 
and  a  faithful  recital  of  every  remarkable  occur- 
rence among  perfons  of  figure  and  diftin&ion. 
The  ufefulnefs  and  entertainment  of  fuch  a 
paper,  are  too  evident  to  need  any  obfervation  -f 
and,  to  give  you  a  comprehenfive  view  of  my 
defign,  and  make  it  univerfally  known,  I  have 
fent  you  the  following  fpecimen. 


The 
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The    BEAU-MONDE: 

Or,     The    GENTLEMAN    and    LADY'S 
POLITE  INTELLIGENCER. 

Yefterday  arrived  a  Mail  from  BATH. 

WE  hear  that  a  certain  great  Lady,  having 
complained  to  a  certain  great  Lord,  that  the 
world  was  fo  ill-natured  as  to  fay  her  retreat 
into  the  country  was  in  order  to  lie-in,  and  that 
flic  had  even  been  delivered  of  TWINS,  ••  MA- 
"  DAM,"  faid  my  Lord,  "  I  make  it  a  rule 
<c  never  to  believe  above  HALF  of  what  the  world 
"  fays." 

ADVICES  from  Hyde  Park,  bring  accounts  of  a 
bloody  battle  fought  the  3d  inftant,  N.  S.  be- 
tween captain  Dreadnought  and  lieutenant  Fury, 
in  which  both  were  honourably  run  through  the 
body. 

LETTERS  from  New-Market  aflure  us,  that 
the  horfe  are  actually  in  motion,  and  exercifc 
every  day  ;  whence  it  is  conjectured,  that  they 
will  take  the  field,  and  enter  upon  action  fome 
time  in  April,  A  lift  of  the  forces  is  already 

drawn 
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drawn  up  by  the  firft  aid-de-camp,  the  honour- 
able Reginald  Heber,  Efq. 

AN  exprefs  arrived  yefterday  from  France, 
when  the  privy-council  met  in  Taviftock-ftreet 
for  the  difpatch  of  faftuons.  The  Britifh  manu- 
fa&urers  had  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions, 
and  the  fan-makers  addrefs  was  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table. 

ORDERS  were  iffued  from  Lady  Chamberlain's 
office,  for  all  PeerefTes,  &c.  not  to  wear  any  caps 
in  full  drefs,  and  to  make  ufe  of  grey  powder. 
The  men  to  wear  wire  wigs,  or  their  own  hair 
frizzled  up  to  the  top,  without  hats.  The  muffs 
to  expire  the  firft  of  May  next. 

ON  Tuefday  laft  a  pair  of  white-heel'd  fhoes 
made  its  appearance  in  the  Park,  and  the  next 
day  was  accompanied  by  a  pair  of  filver-clock'd 
blockings. 

ACCORDING  to  the  latefl  obfervations  the 
hoops  are  found  to  have  increafed  T*5  of  an  inch. 
in  diameter,  and  the  hats  to  have  decreafed  J  in 
the  brim. 

AT  the  laft  Mafquerade  it  was  computed  that 
there  wore  near  eighteen  hundred  people,  men, 

women, 
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women,  and  children.  The  moft  remarkable 
were  three  naked  ladies  reprefcnting  the  Graces, 
two  dancing  bears,  and  a  bombazeen  devil. 
Lady  Bubble-Bet  loft  feven  hundred  guineas, 
and  my  Lord  Stake  is  faid  to  have  won  fifteen 
hundred.  The  company  departed  in  good  order 
at  break  of  day. 

BOTH  playhoufes  perform,  as  ufual,  every 
night  to  crowded  audiences.  Lady  Frolick, 
chufing  to  mob  it  in  the  gallery  the  firft  night  of 
the  new  play,. loft  her  pink  {hade,  half  her  pe- 
tenlair,  and  one  fhoe  in  getting  in.  Mrs.  Vale 
and  Lady  Stickfort  may  be  heard  and  feen  every 
flight  at  one  or  the  other  houfe. 

A  PETITION  figned  by  feventy-two  routs, 
thirty-five  drums, fifteen  drum- majors  and  eleven 
•hurricanes,  is  prepared  againft  the  bill  for  lay- 
ing an  additional  duty  on  the  Ace  of  Spades. 
And  we  hear  that,  in  confcquence  of  the  New 
Stile,,  a  bill  is  to  be  brought  in  for  altering  the 
diurnal  calculation  of  time.  It  is  propofed,  that 
the  morning  be  put  back  twelve  hours,  and  is  not 
to  commence  till  twelve  at  noon  j  noon  and  night 
to  be  annihilated,  and  the  evening  not  to  end 
till  day-break,  Tjiis  is  agreeable  to  the  practice 
of  all  the  faftiionable  world  j  and  the  company 
of  Stationers  will  have  orders  to  prepare  a  new 

almanack 
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almanack  upon  the  occafion,  in  order  to  bind 
up  with  future  court-kalendars. 

BY  private  letters  from  Bath  we  are  informed, 
that  a  vaft  concourfe  of  people  are  coming  fn 
daily,  but  they  have  little  or  no  company, 
Mifs  Sufan  Sly,  who  lately  went  thither  for  the 
recovery  of  her  health,  is  fafely  brought  to  bed 
of  a  fon  and  no  heir,  to  the  great  grief  of  that 
noble  family. 

WE  hear  that  a  treaty  of  marriage  is  on  foot, 
and  will  fpeedily  be  confummated  between 
Patrick  Mac  Lackland,  Efq;  and  Mifs  Polly  Pert, 

a  lady  of  great  merit  and  beauty in  he* 

pocket. 

LAST  Monday  diet!  at  her  ladyfhip's  houfe  in 
Grofvenor-Square,  Mifs  Cloe,  only  Lap-dog  of 
the  Countefs  of  Fiddle  Faddle. 

ON  Sunday  laft  a  terrible  fire  broke  out  at 
Lady  Brag's,  occafioned  by  the  following  acci- 
dent j  Mrs.  Overall  the  houfekeeper,  having  loft 
three  rubbers  at  whift  running,  without  holding 
a  fwabber,  ( notwithstanding  (he  had  changed 
chair?,  furaed  the  cards,  and  ordered  Jemmy  the 
foot-boy  to  fit  crofs-lcgged  for  good  luck,)  grew 
out  of  all  patience  j  and  taking  up  the  devil's 

books, 
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books,  as  fhe  called  them,  flung  them  into  the 
fire,  and  the  flames  fpread  to  the  fteward's  room  ; 
but  by  the  timely  afliftance  of  Mrs.  Cook,  Mrs. 
Chambermaid,  and  Mrs.  Lady's  own  Woman, 
they  were  prevented  from  doing  any  considerable 
damage. 

A  Bill  of  Marriages,  Burials,  Difeafes, 
and  Cafualties  for  the  lafl  Week. 

Married  (in  Church)  —         —         2 

(at  May  Fair)         .  —  .         —       u 
(at  the  Fleet)         —  —        27 

Buried  (in  the  Country)          •  —     14.2 

DISEASES. 
Abortion  —      —  .          —  2 

Broken  heart  (by  hufbands)          —  —     34 

Child-bed  (in  private)  —  —  —  5 
Confumption  (of  the  pocket)  -  —  73 

Cold*  (caught  at  places  of  diverfion)  —     500 

Exceflive  gaming          —  —         —  —       92 

Bad  livers                             —  .  —     loco 

Mortification            —         .  —         g 

Overflowing  of  the  gall          —  .    ,    .     ^2 


Small- 
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DISEASES. 

Small-pox  (lofs  of  beauty  by  it)          —        23 
Spleen             —•-•'  •  -  -  —      13 

Surfeit  —  1 8 

Stifled  (after  birth)  — — -  19 

Tyropanies  (alias  drums)  •  •     •         —       ^ 

CASUALTIES. 

Teeth  (lofs  of)             —             34 

Stabbed  (in  the  reputation)  —    '      —  12 

Horn-mad         — —             —  —       —  95 

Bit  by  a  mad  lap-dog         — •  — •         — .  i 

Turned  off  a  ladder            —•—-—•  2 

Killed  (in  duels)              —  —  7 

Found  dead  (drunk)             — !•  —         —  31 

Kicked  and  pulled  by  the  ears  —       —  j 

High  Mall  at  St.  James's  Park,  25  minutes 
after  Two. 

Faro  bank  Stock  360  1.  I  half.  Hazard  ditto 
270 1.  3  8ths.  Ditto  Tallies  50  1.  to  400  1.  I  4th. 
Sinking  Fund,  no  price.  Brag  circulation,  un- 
certain. Opera  Subscription,  no  price.  Aflembly 
ditto,  52  1.  ics.  Concert  ditto,  ift  Sub.  no  price. 
Ditto  2d  Sub.  ditto.  Ditto  New,  ift  Sub.  2  K 

I2S.  6d. 
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12  s.  6  d.  to  3  1.  35.  Ditto  2 J  Sub.  10  s.  6  d.  to 
4.1.  45.  Irifh  lottery,  Books  fhut.  Benefit 
Tickets,  2  s.  to  35.  to  55.  to  50!.  Debts  of 
Honour  transferable  at  White's,  no  price. 

THUS,  Sir,  I  have  explained  the  method  that 
I  intend  to  follow,  and  imparted  fome  of  the 
materials  of  which  my  paper  will  confift  :  and  as 
I  doubt  not  of  its  univerfal  circulation  among 
perfons  of  quality,  I  fhall,  in  imitation  of  other 
papers,  give  admittance  to  all  thofe  advertife- 
ments  which  are  more  immediately  connected 
with  my  fcheme  ;  fuch  as  of  plays  and  panto- 
mimes, mafquerades,  ridottos,  aflemblies,  ora- 
torios, concerts,  the  animal  comedians,  Vaux- 
hall,  Ranelagh,  Ruckholt-houfe,  Kendal-houfe, 
&c.  &c.  &c.  Auctions  of  china,  knicknacks,  and 
cockle-fhells  ;  Pinchbeck's  repofitory  j  parrots, 
puppies,  and  monkies,  loft,  ftolen,  or  ftrayed. 
— Alfo  for  wives,  hufbands,  and  miftrefTes  j  maf- 
querade  fiabits,  and  mafks — tooth-powders,  lip- 
falves,  and  beautifying  lotions — Mrs.  Giles's 
fine  compound  at  a  Guinea  an  ounce— the  ladies 
court  flicking  plaifter— and  the  new  invented 
powder  for  fhaving.  Then  among  the  articles 
of  books,  Duke's  Art  of  Dancing,  for  the  in- 
flruaion  of  Grown  Gentlemen— The  Ladies 
Memorandum  Book — Hiftorical  Lift  of  Horfe 
Races— Calculation  for  laying  the  odds  at  any 

Game 
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Game — Hoyle  on   the  Sciences — New  Novels, 
and  other  fafhionable  Books  of  Entertainment. 

I  am,   SI  R, 
A 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

J.    TATTLE. 


END    OF    THE    FIRST    VOLVMI. 
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